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ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS TO VOL. I 


P. 17, line 5: for ‘‘shall not Zeus” read ‘ Zeus $hall ” 
and change punctuation. 

P. 48, verse 458: put the ® after yuvaiéi not after av. 

P. 49, at bottom: read © riyav yuakdy: tay’ dv Mark- 
scheftel, yuragiv Wecklein, yuvarét Tucker. 

P. 71, line 3, and in note 1: read “ Lyceiis.” 

P. 103, line 14: for “is our destiny’ read “be our 
destiny,”’. 

P. 155, line 2 from below: read ‘* Darius in his time so 
scatheless a lord of the bow unto his people, to the men of 
Susa a leader dear,” 

P. 180, verse 815: xpymis treerw corr. by Housman to 
xpnvis dwéoBnx’s translate ‘‘ not yet quenched is the spring 
of their woes ”’. 

P. 336, verse 206: for émvov read davav (Anon.) and trans- 
late “* heard the noise of the ”’. 

P. 355, line 7: for ‘‘ shield ” read “* shield within ”. 

P. 357, line 10 from below: for ‘‘a’’ read “‘ another ”’. 

P. 389, line 14, and p. 391, line 5 from below: read “ But 
our princes, of the self-same seed—”’. 

P. 393, line 14: delete “ against his sons ”. 

P. 415, line 7 from below: read “And yet ruthless is a 
people”’; and line 5 from below: “ Let it be ruthless! ”. 
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WatcHMaN 

Cuorus of Argive Elders 
CLYTAEMESTRA 
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AGAMEMNON 
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AxGISTHUS 


SceNE.—Argos. 
Time.—The heroic age. 
Date.—_458 B.c., at the City Dionysia. 
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ARGUMENT 


Wun that Helen had fled with Paris to Troyland, her 
husband Menelaiis and his brother Agamemnon, the sons 
of Atreus and two-throned Kings of Argos, sought to 
take vengeance on him who had done outrage to Zeus, 
the guardian of the rights of hospitality. Before their 
palace appeared a portent, which the seer Calchas inter- 
preted to them : the two eagles were the Kings themselves 
and the pregnant hare seized in ther talons was the city 
which held Priam’s son and Helen and her wealth. But 
Artemis, she that loves the wild things of the field, was 
“wroth with the Kings: and when all their host was 
gathered at Aulis and would sail with its thousand ships, 
she made adverse winds to blow ; so that the ships rotted 


\ aand the crews lost heart. Then the seer, albeit in darkling 


words, spake unto Agamemnon : “ If thou wilt appease 
the goddess and so free the fleet, thou must sacrifice mith 
thine onn hand thy daughter Iphigenia.” And he did 
even so, and the Greeks satled away in their ships. 
Nine years did they lay siege to Troytonn, but they 
could not take it ; for it was fated that it should*not be 
taken until the tenth year. 

Now when King Agamemnon fared forth from Argos, 
he left at home his Queen, Clytaemestra, Leda’s child 
and Helen’s sister (though she had for father Tyndareus, 
but Helen’s mas Leus himself); and in her loneliness 
and because Agamemnon had slain her daughter, she 
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gave ear to the whisperings of another’s love, even of 
Aegisthus, son.of that Thyestes who had lain with the 
nife of his brother Atreus ; and for revenge Atreus 
slew other of Thyestes’ sons and gave their father thereof 
to eat ; and when Thyestes learned whereof he had eaten, 
he cursed his brother's race. 

With the coming of the tenth year of the war, Queen 
Clytaemesira, plotting mith Aegisthus against her hus- 
band’s life, ordered that watch be kept upon the roof of 
her palace at Argos ; for a succession of beacon-fires 
was to flash the news from Troy when the city should 
be captured by Agamemnon. Lor weary months the 
maichman has been on the look-out—but at last the signal 
blazes forth in the night. In celebration of the glad 
event, the Queen has altar-fires kindled throughout the 
city. The Chorus of Elders will not credit the tidings ; 
nor are their doubts resolved until a herald announces 
the approach of Agamemnon, whose ship had alone 
escaped the storm that had raged in the night just passed. 
Welcomed by his Queen, Agamemnon bespeaks a kindly 
reception for his captive, Cassandra, Priam’s daughter, 
and on his wife's urgence consents to walk to his palace 
on costly tapestries. Cassandra seeks in vain to con- 
wmce the Elders of their master’s peril ; and, conscious 
also of her onn doom, passes within. Agamemnon’s 
death-shriek is heard ; the two corpses are displayed. 
Clytaemestra exults in her deed and defies the Elders. 
Aegisthus enters to declare that Agamemnon has been 
slain in requital for his father’s crime. The Elders, on 
the point of coming to blows with Aegisthus and his 
body-guard, are restrained by Clytaemestra, but not before 
they utter the warning that Orestes will return to exact 
vengeance for the murder of his father. 
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‘ A 2 ~ ~ 3 > A / 
Ocods ev aitd rHvd’ aradAayny méver 
ppoupis éreias paKos, qv’ Koysdpevos 
oréyais “Arpeiddv dyxaber, xuvos Sixny, 
dotpwyv Kdro.8a vuKTépwy opryyupw, 
kal rods pépovtas xeiua Kal Oépos Bporois 
Aapmpods Suvdoras, eumpémovras aibépe 

ha ta or f > re ~ 3 
[aorépas, drav Pbivwow, avtoAds re TOV]. 

A ~ is ta A f 

kai viv dvddoow Aapmddos 76 avpBodov, 
avynv mupos gépovoav ex Tpoias darw 
dAdou.dv te Baéw: bde yap Kparet 

A > ld 2y. fi 3 ve 
yuvatkos avdpdBovrov éAmilov® Kéap. 
ebr’ av 8€ vuxtimAayKrov evdpoady 7 exw 
ebviy dveipors odk emoKoToUpernY 
Cy t nN 2 > «7 By 
eunv: doBos yap av? tmvov mapacratel, 
70 pn BeBaiws Predapa cupBadreiv dave: 
Grav 5° deidew 7} pwtpeobar SoKa, 
Umvov 768° avtipoArov évréuvwr* dos, 
KAaiw 767° oikou Tobde cupdpopay oréven 
oby ws Ta mpdo8” dpiota Stazovoupevov. 
viv 8 edruxhs yévour’ amadAayt) mover 
13 qv MY, fv FV3N. 2 Bracketed by Pauw. 
3 €\rltwy with o over w M. 4 éxréuvwy F1Rom. V3. 


AGAMEMNON 


WatTcHuMaN 


[Upon the roof of the palace of Agamemnon at Argos| 






Release from this weary task of mine has been my 
cry unto the gods throughout my long year’s watch, 
wherein, couchant upon the palace roof of the 
Atreidae, upon my bended arm, like a hound, I have 
learned to know aright the conclave of the stars of 
night, yea those radiant potentates conspicuous in 
the firmament, bringers of winter and summer unto 
mankind [the constellations, what time they wane 
and rise]. 

So now I am still awatch for the signal-flame, the 
gleaming fire that is to harbinger news from Troy 
and tidings of its capture. For thus rules my 
Queen, woman in sanguine heart and man in strength 
of purpose. And whenever J make here my bed, 
restless and dank with dew and unvisited by dreams 
—for instead of sleep fear stands ever by my side, so 
that I cannot close my eyelids fast in sleep—and 
whenever I am minded to sing or hum a stave (and 
thus apply an antidote of song to ward off drowsi- 
ness), then it is my tears start forth, as I bewail the 
fortunes of this our house, not ordered for the best 
as in days agone. But to-night may there come 
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edayyédou davévros dppvaiov mupds. 
cal € te 
& yaipe Aaprrip vunrds, Nwepnorov 
a re 
ddos mphatcxwy Kai xop@v KaTaoTacw 
~ “~ aA £ 

noMav ev “Apyer, THade cupdopas xapw. 
iod iov. 

° Z ‘ Dil a 

Ayapépvovos yuvarkt onpatyw’ Topas 
ebvijs eravreiAacay ws Taxos SopLots 
ddodvypov edpynpodvra TASe Aapmadde 
enophidlew,” etmep *TAlov mods 
er ¢ ¢ Wes t 3 t K, 
édAwKev, s 6 dpuKTos ayye\Awv® mpemet 
airés 7 éywye ppoipwov yopedoopar. 
7a SeoroTtay yap ed mecdvTa Onoopar 

A a if “~ é f 
tpis €€ Badovons Thadé pou PpuKTwptas. 

yévouro 8° obv poddvros edpudH xEpa 
dvakros oixwy THde BacTdoat xept. 

\ ee ~ ~ bo? 2 / 
7a 8 dda otyd: Botts emt yAwoon péeyas 
4 > 2 ff 2 i f 
BeBnxev: olkos 8 ards, et hboyynv AaBo, 

vA > an f ¢ ¢ % > A 
cagéorar av Adferev--ds Exwv eyw 
~ 2, ~ a a & 
pabodaw at0d Kod pabodor Ajnfopa. 


XOPOZ 
déxarov pev ros 708’ eet Upidpov* 
piéyas avTtouKos, 
Mevédaos ava& 78’ "Ayapéepvwv, 
diApdvov Aidbev cal dvoKiaTpov 
1 oynalyw M, onuavod VENV3. 
2 dropOpidtew MV, éropOidtew FNVS3. 


3 dyyé\wy MVE Rom., dyyé\ov NV3. 
* rprdpw MV, rptduou FNV3. 


1 A proverbial expression (of uncertain origin) for en- 


forced silenee. 
my tongue.” 
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happy release from my weary task! May the fire 
| with its glad tidings flash through the gloom ! 

[The signal-jire suddenly flashes out 
All hail, thou blaze that showest forth in the night 

a light as it were of day, thou harbinger of many a 

choral dance in Argos in thanksgiving for this glad 
event ! 

What ho! What ho! 

To Agamemnon’s Queen I thus cry aloud the signal 

to rise from her couch and in all haste to uplift in 
her palace halls a shout of jubilance in welcome of 
yon fire, if in very truth the city of Ilium is taken, as 
this beacon doth unmistakably announce. And I 
will make an overture with a dance upon my own 
account ; for my lord’s lucky cast I shall count to 
mine own score, yon beacon having thrown me 
treble sixes. 
Ah well, may the master of the house come home 
j and may I clasp his weleome hand in mine! For 
the rest I’m dumb; a great ox stands upon my 
| tongue '—yet the house itself, could it but speak, 
might tell a tale full plain; since, for my part, 
of mine own choice I have words for such as 
know, and to those who know not I’ve lost my 
memory. 















[He descends by an inner stairway ; 
attendants kindle fires at the altars 
placed in front of the palace. 
Enter the chorus of Argive Elders 


Cuorvs 
This is now the tenth year since Priam’s mighty 
adversary, King Menelaiis, and with him King 
jAgamemnon, the mighty twain of Atreus’ sons, 
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TyLAs oxupov Cebyos “Arperdav 
arddov *Apyeiwy yiAvovadryny? 
Thad dad ydpas 

Hpav, oTpariarw dpwyny,” 
péyav éx Oupod KAdlovres “Ap 
TpOTov aiyumiay, oir exmartou 
adyeot maidwy draro. Aexéwv 


oTpopodwodvrat 
~ 4 
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movov optadiywy dAécavres* 

La > a7 aw > f 
dmatos 8 diwy 4 tis ’Andd\Awv 
~ 4 ” x 3 rs 
9 lav 4 Zeds ofwvdpoov 
yoov d€uBdav T&vde peroikwv 
daTEpoTroLvov 

f a nl ta 

méumer Tapapaow °Epwdy. 

LZ >. 3 - a e , 
ovrw 5° “Arpéws maidas 6 Kpeioowv 
Sind 5S / , vA 
en” ’AreEdvipw méprer Eénos 
Zeds toAvdvopos audi yuvarkds 

s é \ ~ 
moa radaicpata Kal yuoPapy 
yovaros Koviauow éperdopevov® 
Suaxvaropevys 7° ev mporedcious 

Kdpaxos Oyjowv Aavaotar 
4 ch > e , Ww > eo a 
Cpwot 8 spoiws. ear. 8 San viv 

€or redeirar 8 es 76 mempwpevov- 

AS Oa) Bip og Net 
oul vmoKatwy* of’ diodeiBow 
ore Saxptwrv dndpav lepdv 

opyas dareveis mapabéAger. 

Aa > ~ 
nyets 8 drirat capKi® madoug 
2 xiMovavrav MN (rqv superscr. m). 
2 dpwyay M (hv superser. m), 
3 épdopévou M, éperropévov F1N. 4 troxAalwy : Casaubon. 


® drir& capxi corr. from ariz» capxx M. 
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joined in honour of throne and sceptre by grace of 
|Zeus, put forth from this land with an armament of 
a thousand ships by Argives manned, a warrior force 
to champion their cause. 

Loud rang the battle-cry they uttered in their 
rage, even as eagles scream, that, in lonely grief for 
|their brood, driven by the oarage of their pinions, 
wheel high over their eyries, for that they have lost 
| their toil of guarding their nurslings’ nest. 

But some one of the powers supreme—Apollo 
perchance, or Pan, or Zeus—heareth the shrill 
wailing scream of the clamorous birds, these 
sojourners in his realm, and against the transgressors 
sendeth vengeance at last though late. Even so 
i Zeus, whose power is over all, Zeus lord of host and 
| guest, sendeth against Alexander the sons of Atreus, 
that for the sake of a woman of many a lord! he 
may inflict struggles full many and wearisome (when 
the knee is pressed in the dust and the spear is 
shivered in the onset) on Danaans and on ‘Trojans 
alike. 

The case now standeth where it doth—it moveth 
to fulfilment at its destined end. Not by offerings 
burned in secret, not by secret libations, not by 
tears, shall man soften the stubborn wrath of 
sacrifices unsanctified.? 

But we, incapable of service by reason of our aged 

1 Menelaiis, Paris, Deiphobus. 

2 “ Unsanctified,” literally ‘‘fireless,’’ ‘“‘ that will not 
burn.” A veiled reference either to the sacrifice of Iphigenia 
by Agamemnon and the wrath of Clytaemestra, or to Paris’ 


Violation of the laws of hospitality that provoked the anger 
of Zeus. 


1] 
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Tijs TOT’ dpeyis brroAepbevres 
pLipvopev taxov 
todrraiba veéwovres emt oxi pous. 
6 Te yap veapds pvedds orépywv 
evTos avdoowy" 
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iodmpeofus, Apns 5” ovK em xwpa, 
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Mv ¢ , 3 > a! 

ovap HepopavTov® adaiver. 


od 8é, TuSdpew' 
Dsyarep, Bagireva KAvrayjorpa.,* 


rh xpéos; ti véov; ti 8° éxarcPopevy, 


Tivos dyyehias 
meOot® wepinepnra OvocKets’; 
mdvrwy 5é bedv Tav aoruvopwr, 
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Tav 7 otpaviwy tev 7° dyopaiwy, 
Bepot Sadporor® préyovran: 
GAAn 8° ddAobey odpavopynKys 
Aapmas dvicxet, 
Poppaccopevy xpiparos dyvob 
Hadaxais adddAovo. mapyyoptats, 
Teddy puxdbev Bacircin. 
Toure Aé€ao’ 6 7 Kal Suvardv 
kal eps aiveiy, 
TAY TE yevod Thode pwepiuvys, 
7 viv Tore peev co TeAeben, 
Tote 8 xc fuaidy dyar? paivouc? 
eAmis dptver dpovrid’ dadnorov™ 


1 dvdcowv: Herm. 
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* discarded from that martial mustering of 
Jong ago, bide here at home, supporting on our 
Staves a strength like unto a child’s. For as the 
vigour of youth, leaping up within the breast, 
is like unto that of age, since the war-god is not 
in his place; so over-age, its leafage already 
Withering, goeth its way on triple feet, and, no 
|better than a child, wandereth, a dream that is 
dreamed by day. 

| But, O daughter of Tyndareés, Queen Clytae- 
mestra, what hath befallen? What tidings hast 
thou? On what intelligence and convinced by what 
(report is it that thou sendest about thy messengers to 
enjoin sacrifice? Tor all the gods our city worships, 
fhe gods supreme, the gods below, the gods of the 


with offerings. Now here, now there, the flames 
e high as heaven, yielding to the soft and 
Buileless persuasion of hallowed unguent, even the 
pacrificial oil brought from the inner chambers of 
he palace. Of all this declare whatsoever thou 
panst and durst reveal, and be the healer of my soul 
Histraught, which now at one moment bodeth ill, and 
hen again hope, shining with kindly light from the 





2 rlOcrepynpws M, réGurepyijpws VF, 76 6 brépynpwv N. 
3 juepiparov M, juepddarrov N. 
* * yyvddpew (w made from ao) a and ov superscr. M. 
5 khuracuvjotpa FN. 8 rvdor F Rom. 
} 7 6vockwets: Turn. ® dépos M, etc., ddpaor N. 
| ® ayava: Karsten. 0 galvecs M, palvova’ FN, gaiver V. 
1 dadeorov MN, dardnoror F. 
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/ Xr ie bs , 11 f 12 s 
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- / , / 
120 BraBevra Aoisbiwy Spduwv. 
yw mW 13 ama f A 2 La uf 
atdwov atAwov™ eizé, 76 8 €d vuKdTw. 
[avr. a 
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Kedvos O€ aTpardépavris iS@v Svo™ Ajpact Biaaod: 
*Atpetdas praxiwous eddy Aayodairas® 
mopmovs T apyds-%* 
125 ovrw 8” ele repalwr- 


1 riv OunopOdpor downs ppéva M, rhv OupoBdbpov A’ays ppe 


F; Herm. 2 xatarvéxee M, xaramvever VE 

3 re8G M!, reds M2. © porwéay M?, wodrav M2, 

5 #Bav: HBas Aristoph. Ran. 1285, 
6 ray yar M, raydv VEN. A 
7 Sopl Slxas: dopi xal xept Aristoph. Ran. 1288, 
® dpylas: Thiersch after Blomfield. ® SopumdArov: Turi 
19 rapmpéros (corr. from -rpémros M) F. 
M ¢ocxtuara M, épixtpora VEN. 12 bépBovro FN. 
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sacrifice, wards off the cankering care of the sorrow 
that eateth my heart. 

Power is mine to proclaim the augury of triumph 
given on their way to princely men—since still my 
age,! inspired of the gods, breatheth upon me Per- 
suasion, the strength of song—how that the twin- 
throned command of the Achaeans, the concordant 
captains of the youth of Hellas, was sped with 
avenging spear and arm against the Teucrian land 
by the inspiriting omen appearing to the kings of 
the ships—the kingly birds, one black, one white of 
tail, hard by the palace, on the spear-hand,? in a 
station full conspicuous, devouring a hare with brood 
unborn checked in the last effort to escape.3 

Sing the song of woe, the song of woe, but may 
the good prevail ! 

Then the goodly scer of the host, marking how 
that the two warlike sons of Atreus were twain in 
temper, knew the devourers of the hare for the leaders 
of the armament, and thus interpreted the portent 


1 aiuuros alwy, literally “ life that has grown with me,” 
“time of life,” here ‘old age,” as the Scholiast takes it. Cp. 
Mrs. Barbauld, “ Life! We've been long together.” 

2 The right hand. 

3 The Scholiast, followed by Hermann and some others, 
takes haylvay yévvay as a periphrasis for \aywdv, with which 
PraBevra agrees (cp. rica yévva ... déowv Troad. 531). . With 
Hartung’s ¢épuara, the meaning is “the brood of a hare, 
the burthen of her womb, thwarted of their final course.”’ 
Ao Biwy dpduwv, on this interpretation, has been thought 
to mean “their final course ’’ (towards birth) or even their 
* future racings.”’ 


18 gi\wor and Il. 139, 159 M. 4 dtw M. 
16 Noyodalras M. 18 doxds M, dpxods FN. 


15 


AESCHYLUS 


“xpdvem péev aypet 
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and spake: “In time they that here issue forth 
shall seize Priam’s town, but before its towered walls 
all the public store of cattle shall be ravaged perforce 
by fate. Only may no jealous wrath of Heaven 
lour down upon the embattled host, the mighty 
curb forged against Troy, and smite it ere it reach 
its goal! For, of her pity, holy Artemis is wroth at 
the winged hounds of her sire that they make 
sacrifice of a wretched timorous thing, herself and 
her young ere she hath brought them forth. An 
abomination unto her is the eagles’ feast.” 

Sing the song of woe, the song of woe, but may the 
good prevail ! 

_ * Although, O Beauteous One, thou art so gracious 
to the tender whelps of fierce lions, and takest 
delight in the suckling young of every wild creature 
that roves the field, vouchsafe that the issue be 
brought to pass accordant with these signs, portents: 
auspicious yet fraught with ill. And I implore 
Paean,' the healer, that she may not raise adverse 
gales with long delay to stay the Danaan fleet from 
putting forth by reason of her urgence of another 
sacrifice, knowing no law, unmeet for feast, worker 
of family strife, dissolving wife’s reverence for 
husband. For there abideth wrath—terrible, not 
to be suppressed, a treacherous warder of the home, 
ever mindful, a wrath that exacteth vengeance for 
a child.” 

Such utterances of doom, derived from auguries 

1 Apollo; who is implored to divert his sister Artemis 
from accomplishing the evil part of the omen. 

7 aékaros M, dérroot VEN: Wellauer. 8 dvrwy MV. 

© aire?: Gilbert. 10 [ | Porson. Wl dméxdakev M. 
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on the march, together with many bodings of good, 
did Calchas sound forth to the royal house; and in 
accord therewith 

Sing the song of woe, the song of woe, but may 
the good prevail ! 


——Zeus, whosoe’er he be,—if by this name it well 





pleaseth him to be invoked, by this name I call to 
him—as I weigh all things in the balance, I can 
conjecture none save “ Zeus,” if in very sooth I 
needs must cast aside this vain burthen from my 
heart. He! who aforetime was mighty, swelling with 
insolence for every fray, he shall not even be named 
as having ever been ; and he 2 who arose thereafter, 
he hath met his overthrower and is past and gone. 
But whosoe’er, heartily taking thought beforehand, 
giveth title of victory in triumphant shout to ‘“‘ Zeus,” 
he shall gain wisdom altogether,—Zeus, who leadeth 


mortals the way of understanding, Zeus, who hath 


stablished as a fixed ordinance that ‘‘ wisdom cometh 
by suffering.” But even as trouble, bringing memory 
of pain, droppeth o’er the mind in sleep, so to those 
who would not cometh wisdom. With constraint, 
methinks, cometh the grace of the powers divine 
enthroned upon their awful seats. 


So then the captain of the Achaean ships, the elder 
of the twain—holding no seer at fault, bending to 





2 Uranus. 2 Cronus. 
1 rdde udrav: Panw. 2 ovdévy Xéfac: H. L. Ahrens. 
§ 76M: Schiitz. * Bialws: Turn. 
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the adverse blasts of fortune, what time the Achaean 
folk, on the shore over against Chalcis in the region 
where Aulis’ tides surge to and fro, were sore 
distressed by opposing winds and failing stores ; and 
the breezes that blew from the Strymon, bringing 
them grievous leisure, hunger, and tribulation of 
spirit in a cruel port, driving the men distraught, 
and sparing nor ship nor cable, by doubling the 
season of their stay, began to wither by wasting 
the flower of Argos; and when the seer, urging 
Artemis. as cause, proclaimed to the chieftains 
another remedy, more grievous even than the bitter 
storm, so that the sons of Atreus smote the ground 
with their staves and stifled not their tears— 

Then the elder king spake and said: “ Hard is 
my fate to refuse obedience, and hard, if I must 
slay my child, the glory of my home, and at the 
altar-side stain with streams of a virgin’s blood a 
father’s hand. Which of these courses is not fraught 
with ill? How can I become a deserter to my fleet 
and fail my allies in arms? For that they should 
with passionate eagerness crave a sacrifice to lull 
the winds—even a virgin’s blood—stands within 
their right. May all be for the best.” 

But when he had donned the yoke of Necessity, with 
veering of spirit, impious, unholy, unsanctified, from 








1 radtppddas: H. L. Ahrens, 2 <re> Porson. 
3 écAayte: Porson. 4 766’: Stanley. 
5 reidéoOa M, welfecGar other mss. : Turn. 
& pe€Opars M, pel@pas N. 7 Bwpod rédas: Blomfield, 
8 si rds Nerbvavore M, rGs Névaus N. 
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that hour his purpose shifted to resolve that deed 
of uttermost audacity Tor mankind is emboldened 
by wretched delusion, counsellor of ill, primal source 
of woe. So then he hardened his heart to sacrifice his 
daughter that he might prosper a war waged to 
avenge a woman, and as an offering for the voyaging 
of a fleet ! 

Her supplications, her cries of ‘‘ Father,” and her 
virgin life, the commanders in their eagerness for 
war reckoned as naught. Her father, after a prayer, 
bade his ministers lay hold of her as, enwrapped in 
her robes, she lay fallen forward, and with stout 
heart to raise her, as it were a kid, high above the 
altar ; and with a guard upon her lovely mouth, the 
bit’s strong and stifling might, to stay a cry that had 
been a curse on his house. 

Then, as she shed to earth her saffron robe, she 
smote each of her sacrificers with a glance from her 
eyes beseeching pity, and showing as in a picture, 
fain to speak; for oft had she sung where men 
were met at her father’s hospitable board, and with 
her virgin voice had been wont lovingly to do honour 
to her loved father’s prayer for blessing at the third 
libation 1— 

What next befell, I beheld not, neither do I tell. 
The art of Calchas failed not of fulfilment. Justice 
inclineth her scales so that wisdom cometh at 

1 At the end of a banquet, libations were offered (1) to 
Zeus and Hera, or to the Olympian gods in general, (2) to 


the Heroes, (3) to Zeus, the Saviour; then came the paean, 
or song, after which the symposium began. 


1 Bporois: Spanheim. 


2 aldva r.: O. Miiller. 3 rapbévov M, rapbéverov FN. 
4 yeipalpas MV, xuualpas FN. 5 duvdaxdv: Blomfield. 
8 dyva.. . add M, ayrg N, avég FN. 7 aléva: Enger. 
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the price of suffering. But what is yet to be, that 
thou shalt know when it befalleth ; till then, let it 
be—'tis all one with sorrowing too soon. Clear it will 
come, together with the light of dawn. However, 
[enter Clytaemestra] as for what shall follow, may the 
issue be happy, even as is the wish of our sole guardian 
here, the bulwark of the Apian land, who standeth 
nearest to our lord. 

I am come, Clytaemestra, in obedience to thy 
royal authority ; for it is meet to do homage to the 
consort of a sovereign prince when her lord’s throne 
is tenantless. Now whether the tidings thou hast 
heard be good or ill, and thou dost make sacrifice 
with hopes that herald gladness, I fain would hear ; 
yet, if thou wouldst keep silence, I make no com- 
plaint. 

CLYTAEMESTRA 


As herald of gladness, with the proverb, may 
Morn be born from her mother Night! Thou 
shalt hear joyful news surpassing all thy hopes—the 
Argives have taken Priam’s town ! 

Cuorus 

Howsayest thou? The meaning of thy words hath 

escaped me, so incredible they seemed. 
CLYTAEMESTRA 

I said that Troy is in the hands of the Achaeans. 

Is my meaning clear ? 
Corus 
Joy steals over me, giving challenge to my tears. 


7 KAuraturor po MN, kdrvratuvjorpa VE. 
etre xedvov: Auratus. 
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CLYTAEMESTRA 
| Aye, for ’tis of a loyal heart that thine eye argues 
thee. 

Cuorus 


What then is the proof? Hast thou warranty of 
this ? : 
CLYTAEMESTRA 


I have, indeed; unless some god hath played me 
false. 


Cuorus 


Dost thou pay regard to the persuasive visions of 
dreams ? 


CLYTAEMESTRA 
I would not heed the fancies of a slumbering brain. 


Cuorus 
But can it be some pleasing rumour that hath fed 
hy hopes ? 
CLYTAEMESTRA 
Truly thou floutest mine understanding as it were 
child’s. 
Cuorus 
But at what time has the city been destroyed ? 


CLYTAEMESTRA 


In the night, I say, that hath but now given birth 
0 yonder sun. 
Cuorus 


And what messenger could reach here with speed 
ike that ? 
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CLYTAEMESTRA 


Hephaestus, from Ida speeding forth his brilliant 
laze. Beacon passed beacon on to us by courier- 
ame: Ida, to the Hermaean scaur in Lemnos; to 
he mighty blaze upon the island succeeded, third, 
‘the summit of Athos sacred unto Zeus ; and, soaring 
high aloft so as to arch the main, the flame, 
travelling joyously onward in its strength .. . 
the pine-woad torch, its golden-beamed light, as 
another sun,} passing the message on to the watch- 
towers of Macistus. He, delaying not nor heed- 
lessly overcome by sleep, neglected not his part as 
messenger. Far over Euripus’ stream came the 
beacon-light and gave the signal to the sentinels 
on Messapion. They, kindling a heap of withered 
heather, lit up their answering blaze and sped the 
message on. The flame, now gathering strength 
and in no wise dimmed, like unto a radiant moon 
o’erleaped the plain of Asopus to Cithaeron’s scaur, 
and roused another relay of missive fire. Nor did 
the warders there disdain the far-flung light, but 
made a blaze higher than had been bidden them. 
Across Gorgopus’ water shot the light, reached the 
mount of Aegiplanctus, and urged the ordinance of 
fire to make no dallying. Kindling high with un- 
stinted force a mighty beard of flame, they sped it 
forward that, as it blazed, it o’erpassed even the 
headland that looks upon the Saronic gulf; until 









1 The Greek text is here corrupt. 


* gavdy: Casaubon from Athenaeus xv. 700 r, Photius. 


4 Lacuna indicated by Casaubon. 5 cords: Turn. 
8 golxns M?, épelxns M2VEN. 
? @adioy drop MV. 8 yaplfer@ac: Casaubon. 


® xdromrpov: Canter. 
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it swooped down when it reached the look-out, 
nigh unto our city, upon the peak of Arachnaeus ; 
and next upon this roof of the Atreidae it leapt, yon 
fire not undescended from the Idaean flame. Such 
are the torch-bearers I have arranged—in succession 
one to the other completing the course ; and victor 
is he who ran both first and last.1_ This is the warrant 
and the token I give thee, the message of my lord 
from Troy to me. 
Cuorvus 


Lady, my prayers of thanksgiving to Heaven I 
will offer anon. But I would fain hear at large and 
satisfy my wonder at thy tale, so thou wouldst tell 
it yet again. 

CLYTAEMESTRA 

Troy is this day in the hands of the Achaeans. 
Within the town there sounds loud, methinks, a 
clamour of voices that will not blend. Pour vinegar 
and oil into the same cruse and thou wilt say that, 
as foes, they keep asunder; so the cries of vanquished 
and victors greet the ear, distinct as their fortunes 
are diverse. Those, flung upon the corpses of their 
husbands and their brothers, children upon the bodies 
of their aged sires who gave them life, bewail from 
lips no longer free the death of their dearest ones, 
while these—a night of restless toil after battle sets 
them down famished to break their fast on such 
fare as the town affords ; not-billeted in order due, 

1 The light kindled on Mt. Ida is conceived as starting 


first and finishing last; the light from Mt. Arachnaeus, as 
starting last and finishing first. 


* Néyos FN, ddvyers V. 5 duxrov: Kirchhoff. 
§ éxyéas: Canter. 7 pidws: Stanley, 
8 vijoris F, viorice V, viorecs N. 
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but as each man hath drawn his lot of chance. 
And even now they are quartered in the captured 
Trojan homes, delivered from the frosts and dew of 
the naked sky, and like happy men will sleep all the 
night unsentinelled. 

Now if they keep them clear of guilt towards the 
gods of the town—those of the conquered land— 
and towards their shrines, the captors shall not be 
made captives in their turn. Only may no mad 
impulse first assail the soldiery, overmastered by 
greed, to ravish what they should not! For to win 
sate passage home they needs must travel back the 
other length of their double course. But even if, 
void of such offence towards the gods, our host 
should reach home, the grievous suffering of the 
dead might still prove wakeful—so be it fresh mis- 
chance do not befall. These are my woman’s words ; 
but may the good prevail and that right clearly ! 
For, choosing thus, I have chgsen the enjoyment of 
many a blessing. 


Cuorvus 


Lady, like a prudent man thou speakest wisely. 
And, for my part, now that I have listened to thy 
certain proofs, I prepare me to address due prayers 
of thanksgiving to Heaven ; for a success hath been 
achieved that well requites the toil. 

Hail, sovereign Zeus, and thou kindly Night, that 
hast given us great glory for our possession, thou 
who didst cast thy meshed snare upon the towered 
walls of Troy, so that nor old nor young could 


7 éurlaryn F', éurbrre V, éurirra F2N. 
8 éypiyyopov: Porson. ® krdos FN, wrves V. 
10 +4»: Herm. 
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o’erleap the huge enthralling net, all-conquering 
doom. Great Zeus it is, lord of host and guest, 
whom I reyere—he who hath wrought this, and 
hath long been bending his bow against Alexander 
so that his bolt should neither fall short of the 
mark nor, flying beyond the stars, be launched in 
vain. 

“The stroke of Zeus ” they may call it; ‘tis his 
hand that can be traced therein. As he deter- 
mines, so he acts. It hath been said by some one 
that the gods deign not to be mindful of mortals 
who trample underfoot the grace of inviolable 
sanctities. But that man knew not the fear of 
God ! 

Now standeth revealed how ruin is the penalty 
for reckless crime when men breathe a spirit of pride 
above just measure for that their mansions teem 
with abundance o’erpassing their best good. But 
let there be such portion of wealth as bringeth no 
distress, so that he who hath a goodly share of 
sound sense may have a sufficiency therewith. For 
riches are no bulwark to the man who in wanton- 
ness hath spurned from his sight the mighty altar 
of Righteousness. 

No, he is driven on by perverse Temptation, the 
overmastering child of designing Destruction ; and 
remedy is utterly in vain. His evil is not hidden ; 
it shineth forth, a baleful gleam. Like base metal 





1 éyovoav F1, éyouo’ F2 Rom., éyouow N. 


2 xépeott: Hartung. 3 rotré y' N, rot’ F. 
4 Gs érpatay Rom., ws érpatev FN: Herm. 
5 éyyévous: Hartung. ® apy : Headlam. 
? axapxeivy Fy xawapxeiv N. 8 ueydda: Canter. 
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bencath the touchstone’s rub, when tested he showeth 
the blackness of his grain (for he is like a child that 
chaseth a winged bird) and upon his people he 
bringeth a taint not to be removed. To his prayers 
“all gods are deaf, and the man who is conversant with 
such deeds, him they destroy in his unrighteousness. 

Such was even Paris, who came to the house of 
the sons of Atreus and did dishonour to his hosts’ 
hospitable board by stealing away a wedded wife. 

But she, bequeathing to her people the clang of 
shield and spear and armament of fleets, and bringing 
to Ilium destruction in place of dower, with light step 
she passed through the gates—daring a deed undare- 
able. Then loud wailed the seers of the house crying, 
“ Alas, alas, for the home, the home, and for the 
princes thereof! Alas for the husband’s bed and 
the impress of her form so dear! Lo, he sits apart 
in the anguish of his grief, silent, smitten in his 
honour but upbraiding not. In his yearning for her 
who sped beyond the sea, a phantom will seem 
to be lord of the house. The grace of fair-formed 
statues is hateful to him; and in the hunger of his 
eyes all loveliness is departed. 

In dreams there come to him mournful semblances 





1 re kat N, re F. 2 rpoBodais: Pearson. 
3 zravov F, wravdv rev’ N: Schiitz. 
4 évels N, Gels F. 5 7Svde: Klausen. 
6 dv F, rov N. 7 gdorats F, 


8 «dbvous Noyx{wous Te kal: H. L.  Ahrens.® <é’> Herm. 
10 sroddd 6’ €xrevov N, rodd 8’ avécrevor F 
1 i and déua not repeated F. 
12 guyds d&rimos ddoldopos: Herm. 
18 Gdioros: Hnger. 1 gdeuevwy : Dindorf. 
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bringing joy in vain; for vainly, whensoever in 
fancy a man seeth delights, straightway the vision, 
slipping through his arms, is gone, winging its 
flight along the paths of sleep.” Such are the sorrows 
_at hearth and home, aye and sorrows surpassing 
these ; and at large, in every house of all who sped 
forth in company from the land of Hellas, is seen 
grief that passeth bearing. Yca, many are the 
things that pierce the heart; for whom each sent 
forth, them he knows; but to the home of each 
come urns and ashes, not living men. 

For Ares bartereth the bodies of men for gold ; 
he holdeth his balance in the contest of the spear ; 
and back from Ilium to their loved ones he sendeth 
a heavy dust passed through his burning, a dust 
bewept with plenteous tears, in place of men freight- 
ing urns well bestowed with ashes! So they make 
lament, lauding now this one: “ How skilled in 
battle!”’ now that one: “Fallen nobly in the 
carnage,’ —‘ for another's wife,” men mutter in 
secret, and grief charged with resentment spreads 
stealthily against the sons of Atreus, champions in 
the strife. But there far from home, around the 


i This passage, in which war is compared to a gold- 
merchant, is charged with double meanings: zadavrotixos, 
“balance ” and ‘‘ scales of battle,” aupwOév of “ purified ” 
gold-dust and of the “ burnt” bodies of the slain, Bapv, 
* heavy ” and “‘ grievons,” dvrjvopos, “* the price of a man,” 
and ‘instead of men,” \€8yras, “jars ” and “ funeral urns.” 





1 gpav: Scholefield. 2 yepav EF. 
3 gradots: Dobree. 4 é\\ddos: Bamberger. 
5 révOeca rAnotxdpdtos: Headlam. 
8 <ris> Porson. ? ed@érov: Auratus. 
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city’s walls, those in their beauty’s bloom are en- 
tombed in Ilian land—the foeman’s soil hath covered 
its conquerors. 

Dangerous is a people’s voice charged with wrath 
—it hath the office of a curse of public doom. In 
anxious fear I bide to hear some tidings shrouded 
still in gloom; for Heaven is not unmindful of men of 
blood. In the. end the black Spirits of Vengeance 
bring to obscurity him who hath prospered in 

unrighteousness and wear down his fortunes by 
reverse ; and once he hath passed among them that 
are brought to naught, there is no more help for him. 
Glory in excess is fraught with peril; “tis the lofty 
peak that is smitten by heaven’s thunderbolt. Pros- 
perity unassailed by envy is my choice. Let me not 
be a destroyer of cities; no, nor let me be despoiled 
and live to see my own life in another’s power ! 


(One Exper) 

Heralded by a beacon of good tidings a swift 
report has spread throughout the town. Yet whether 
it be true, or some deception of the gods, who knows ? 

(A Seconp Exper) 


Who is so childish or so bereft of sense, once he 
has Jet his heart be fired by sudden tidings of a beacon 
fire, to despond if the story change ? 


(A Tuirp Exper) 


"Tis like a woman’s eager nature to yield assent to 
pleasing news ere yet the truth be clear. 





1 Syuoxpdtov: Porson. 
2 radwrvxR N, radwrvx9 F: Scaliger. 


3 Srepxétws: Grotius. 4 xepavvés: Tucker. 
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1 |l. 489-500 ascribed to Clyt., 501-502 to the Chorus 
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1 His attire bears evidence of dust and md. Cp. tk 
description of Sir Walter Blunt, “* Stained with the variatioi 
of each soil Betwixt that Holmedon and this seat of ours 
(Henry 1V.). 
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(A Fourtu Exper) 


Over credulous, a woman’s mind has boundaries 
open to quick encroachment ; but quick to perish is 
rumour by a woman voiced. 


(Leaper or THE Crorvs) 


We shall know anon about this passing on of 
flaming lights and beacon signals and fires, whether 
they perchance be true or whether, dream-like, 
this light’s glad coming hath beguiled our senses. 
Lo! Yonder, approaching from the shore, I see 
a herald with boughs of olive overshaded. The 
thirsty dust, consorting sister of the mire,! assures 
me that neither by dumb show nor by kindling 
a flame of mountain wood will he give sign with 
smoke of fire, but in plain words will bid us 
either to rejoice the more, or else—but God avert 
the omen of the contrary! To the good that hath 
appeared may there be addition of good ! 


(AnotHER ELpER) 


If there be one who maketh this prayer with other 
intent toward the State, let him reap himself the 
fruit of his misguided purpose ! 


(Enter a Herald 
Herarp 


All hail, soil of Argos, land of my fathers! On 
this happy day in the tenth year I am come to thee. 
Many a hope hath made shipwreck, one only have 
I seen fulfilled; for never dared I to think that 
here in this land of Argos I should die and have due 
portion of burial most dear to me. Now blessings 
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on the land, blessings on the light of the sun, and 
blessed be Zeus, the land’s Most High, and Pytho’s 
lord ; and may he launch no more his shafts against 
us. Enough of thine hostility didst thou display by 
Scamander’s banks; but now, in other mood, be 
thou our preserver and our healer, O lord Apollo. 
And the gods gathered here, I greet them all; him, 
too, mine own patron, Hermes, beloved herald, of 
heralds all revered ; and the heroes! who sped us 
forth—I pray that they may receive back in kindliness 
the remnant of the host that hath escaped the spear. 
Hail, halls of our Kings, beloved roofs, and ye august 
seats, and ye divinities that face the sun,? if ever in 
days gone by, give fitting welcome now with gladness 
in these your eyes unto your King after long lapse 
of years. For bearing light in darkness to you and 
to all assembled here alike, he hath returned— 
Agamemnon, our King. Oh give him goodly greet~ 
ing, as is meet and right, since he hath uprooted 
Troy with the mattock of Zeus, the Avenger, where- 
with her soil has been uptorn. Demolished are the 
altars and the shrines of her gods; and the seed of - 
her whole land hath been wasted utterly. Upon 
the neck of Troy hath he cast a yoke so grievous, 
and now he hath come home, our King, Atreus’ 
elder son, a man of happy fate, worthy of honour 
beyond ali living men. For neither Paris nor his 
partner city can vaunt the deed was greater than 
the suffering. Cast in a suit for rapine and for theft 
as well, he hath lost the plunder and hath razed in 

1 The heroes are the deified spirits of the ancient kings 
and other illustrious men. In Suppl. 25 they are included 
under the nether powers (x0701). 

* Statues of the gods, in front of the palace, placed to 
front the east. 
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utter destruction his father’s house and the very 
place thereof. Twofold the penalty the sons of 
Priam have paid for their sins. 


Cuorus 


Joy to thee, Herald from the Achaean host ! 


Heraup 


I do rejoice. I will no longer refuse to die, so it 
please the gods. 


Cuorus 


It was yearning for this thy fatherland that 
troubled thee ? 


Heratp 


Aye, so that my eyes are filled with tears for joy. 


Cuorvus 


It was then a pleasing malady wherewith ye were 
taken. 


HERALD 


How so? Resolve me and I shall master what 
hou sayest. 


Cuorus 


Ye were smitten with desire for those that returned 
our love. 


HERALD 


Meanest thou that our land longed for the longing 
‘ost ? 
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CHorvus 


So longed that often from a darkly brooding spirit 
I have sighed. 


Herap 


Whence came this gloom of melancholy upon thy 
spirit ? 
Crorus 


Long since have I found silence an antidote to 
harm. 


HERALD 


How so? Wert thou in fear of any in the absence 
of our princes ? 


Cuorus 


In such fear that now, in thy own words, even 
death were great joy. 


HERALD 


Aye, all’s well, well ended. Yet, of what occurred 
in the long years, one might well say that part fell 
out happily, and part in turn amiss. But who, save 
he be a god, is free from suffering all his days? For 
were I to recount our hardships and our wretched 
quarters, the scanted space and the sorry berths— 
what did we not have to complain of . . 1 Then 
again, ashore, there was still worse to loathe ; for we 
had to lay us down close to the foeman’s walls, and 
the drizzling from the sky and the dews from the 
meadows distilled upon us, working constant destruc- 
tion to our clothes and filling our hair with vermin. 

1 For \axévres in 1. 557 numerous emendations have been 


proposed, ¢.g. «dalovres, AdoKovres, xaGvres. Fuaros pépos 
probably means “as our day’s portion.” 
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And if one were to tell of the wintry cold, past 
all enduring, when Ida’s snow slew the birds; or 
of the heat, what time upon his waveless noon-day 
couch, windless the sea sank to sleep—but what 
need to bewail all this? Our labour’s past; past 
for the dead so that they will never care even to 
wake to life again. What need for the living to 
count the number of the slain, what need to repine 
at fortune’s frowns? JI hold it fitting that our mis- 
fortunes bid us a long farewell. For us, the remnant 
of the Argive host, the gain hath the advantage and 
the loss does not bear down the scale; so that, as 
we speed athwart land and sea, it is meet that we 
make this boast unto yon light of heaven: “‘ The 
Argive armament, having taken Troy at last, unto 
the gods throughout Hellas hath nailed up these 
spoils to be a glory in their shrines from days of old.”’ 
Whoso hears the story of these deeds must needs 
extol the city and the leaders of her host ; and the 
grace of Zeus that brought them to accomplishment 
shall receive its due meed of gratitude. My tale is 
told. 


Cuorus 


Thy wérds have proved me, wrong. I deny it 
not ;~fef the aged have ever youth to learn aright. 
But these tidings should most have interest for the 
household and Clytaemestra, and at the same time 
enrich me. [Enter Clytaemestra 


CLYTAEMESTRA 


I raised a shout of triumph in my joy erewhile, 
when the first flaming messenger arrived by night, 
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telling that Ilium was captured and overthrown. 
Then there were some who chided me and said: 
“ Art thou so convinced by beacon-fires as to think 
that Troy has now been sacked? “In good sooth 
"tis like a woman to be elated in heart.” By such 
taunts I was made to seem as if my wits were wander- 
ing. Nevertheless I still held on with my sacrifice, 
and throughout all the quarters of the city, in 
woman’s wont, they raised a shout of gladsome 
praise the while as in the fanes of the gods they 
Julled to rest the fragrant spice-fed flame. 

So now what need for thee to rehearse to me the 
account at large? From the King himself I shall hear 
all the tale ; but that I may hasten best to weleome 
my honoured lord on his return—for what joy is 
sweeter in a woman’s eyes than to unbar the gates 
for her husband when God hath spared him to return 
from war ?—this be my message to my lord: let him 
come with all speed, his country’s fond desire, come 
to find at home his wife faithful, even as he left her, 
a watch-dog of his house, loyal to him, a foe to those 
who wish him ill; yea, for the rest, unchanged in 
every part; in all this length of time never having 
broken seal. Of pleasure from other man or voice of 
scandal I know no more than of dyeing bronze. 

[Exit 
HERALD 

Boast like to this, Jaden to the full with truth, 

misbeseems not the speech of a noble wife. 


Cuorvus 
Thus hath she spoken for thy schooling, but 


1 ¢' éuol: Wieseler. 
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speciously for them that can interpret aright. But, 
Herald, say—’tis of Menelaiis I would learn—hath 
he, our land’s dear lord, voyaged safe home and hath ; 
he returned with you ? 


HeraLp 


It were impossible to report false news as fair so 
that those I love should joy therein for long. 


Cuorus 
Oh that thou couldst tell tidings true yet good ! 
"Tis not easy to conceal when true and good are 
sundered. 
HERALD 
The prince was swept from the sight of the Achaean 
host—himself, and his ship likewise. “Tis no un- 
truth I tell. 
Cuorus 
Did he put forth in sight of all from Ilium, or did 
a storm, distressing all in common, snatch him from 
the fleet ? 


HeraLp 


Like master bowman thou hast hit the mark; a 
long tale of distress hast thou summed up in brief. 


Cuorus 
Does the general voice of other voyagers make 


report of him as alive or dead ? 
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HERaLp 


None knoweth to give clear report of this—save 
only the Sun that fostereth life upon the earth, 


Cuorus 


How then sayest thou did the storm by Heaven’s 
wrath rise upon the naval host and pass away ? 


HeraLp 


A day of happy omen it befits not to mar by tale 
of ill—the honour due to the gods keeps them apart.} 
When a messenger with gloomy countenance reports 
to a people dire disaster of its army’s rout—one 
common wound inflicted on the State, while from 
many a home many a victim is devoted to death by 
the two-handled scourge beloved of Ares, destruction 
double-armed, a gory pair—when, I say, he is packed 
with woes of such sort as this, it is meet that he sing 
the triumph-song of the Avenging Spirits. But when 
one cometh with glad tidings of deliverance to a 
city rejoicing in its happiness—how shall I mix fair 
with foul in telling of the storm that broke upon 
the Achaeans not unprovoked by Heaven’s wrath? 
For fire and sea, erstwhile bitterest of foes, swore 
alliance and for proof thereof destroyed the hapless 
Argive armament. In the night-time arose the 
mischief from the cruel surge. Beneath blasts from 
Thrace ship dashed against ship ; and they, rammed 


1 To the Olympian gods belong tales of good, to the 

Erinyes (1. 645) belong tales of ill. Some interpret the 

assage to mean that the honour due the gods should be 
<ept apart from pollution through the recital of ills. 
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violently by the furious hurricane and rush of pelting — 
rain, were swept out of sight by the whirling gust 
of an evil shepherd! But when the radiant light of 
the sun uprose we beheld the Aegean flowering with 
corpses of Achaean men and wreckage of ships. 
Ourselves, however, and our ship, its hull unshattered, 
some power, divine not human, preserved by stealth 
or intercession, laying hand upon its helm; and 
Saviour Fortune willed to sit aboard our barque so — 
that it should neither take in the swelling surf at 
anchorage nor drive upon a rock-bound coast. Then, 
having escaped death upon the deep, in the clear 
bright day, scarce crediting our fortune, we brooded 
in anxious thought over our late mischance, our 
fleet distressed and sorely buffeted. So now, if 
any there be of them that still draw the breath of 
life, they speak of us as lost—and why should they 
not '—while we imagine like case for them. But 
may all turn out for the best! For Menelaiis, 
indeed—first and foremost expect him to return. 
At least if some beam of the sun discover him alive 
and well, by the design of Zeus, who is not yet 
minded utterly to destroy the race, there is some hope 
that he will come home again. Hearing so much, be 
assured that ‘tis the truth thou hearest. [Eat 


Cnrorus 
Who can have given a name so altogether true— 


1 The “‘ evil shepherd ”’ is the storm that drives the ships, 
like sheep, from their course. 
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was it some power invisible guiding his tongue 
aright by forecasting of destiny ?—who named that 
bride of the spear and source of strife with the name 
of Helen? For, true to her name, a Hell she proved 
to ships, Hell to men, Hell to city, when stepping 
forth from her delicate and costly-curtained bower, 
she sailed the sea before the breath of earth-born 
Zephyrus. And after her a goodly host of warrior 
huntsmen followed in pursuit on the oars’ vanished 
track of a quarry that had beached its barque on 
Simois’ leafy banks—in a strife to end in blood. 

To Ilium, its purpose fulfilling, Wrath brought a 
marriage rightly named a mourning,’ exacting in 
after-time requital for the dishonour done to 
hospitality and to Zeus, the partaker of the hearth, 
upon those who with loud voice celebrated the song 
in honour of the bride, even the bridegroom’s 
kin to whom it fell that day to raise the marriage- 
hymn. But Priam’s city hath learnt, in her old age, 
an altered strain, and now, | trow, waileth a loud 
song, even one of plenteous lamentation, calling 
Paris “ evil-wed’”’; for that she hath borne the 
burthen of a life fraught with desolation, a life of 
plenteous lamentation by reason of the wretched 
slaughter of her sons. 


1 «jjdos has a double sense: ‘“* marriage-alliance”’ and 
** sorrow.” 


3 eis N. 4 déipurdous F, déipdd\Xwr Rom. 
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Even so a man reared in his house a lion’s whelp, 
robbed of its mother’s milk yet still desiring the 
breast. Gentle it was in the prelude of its life, 
kindly to children, and a delight to the old. Much 
did it get, held in arms like a nursling child, with its 
bright eye turned toward his hand, and fawning 
under compulsion of its belly’s need. 


But brought to full growth by time it showed 
forth the nature it had from its parents. Unbidden, 
in requital for its fostering, it prepared a feast with 
ruinous slaughter of the flocks ; so that the house 
was defiled with blood, and they that dwelt therein 
could not control their anguish, and great was the 
carnage far and wide. A priest of ruin, by ordinance 
ot God, was it reared in the house. 


At first, methinks, there came to Ilium the spirit 
of unruffled calm, a delicate ornament of wealth, 
a darter of soft glances from the eye, love’s flower 
that stingeth the heart. Then, swerving from her 
course, she made her marriage end in ruth, sped on 
to the children of Priam under escort of Zeus, the 
warder of host and guest, blasting with ruin by her 


1 déovra olvwv: Conington. 2 otros ¥1 Rom.? 
® os: Conington. 4 roxjwv I, 
5 rpopas yap F. 5 ¢éy> Bothe. 7 &raow N. 
8 duaxov oF, ® rodtvxrovoy: Kirchhoff. 
10 rpocerpégy: Heath. 11 rapauTa 3 ody N. 
12 <6’ Porson. 13 rapaxdlvoua’ N. 
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sojourn and her companionship, a fiend whose 
bridal was fraught with tears. 

A venerable utterance proclaimed of old hath 
been fashioned among mankind: the prosperity of 
man, when it hath come to full growth, engendereth 
offspring and dieth not childless, and from his good 
fortune there springeth up insatiate misery unto 
his seed. 


But I hold my own mind and think apart from 
other men. It is the deed of iniquity that thereafter 
begetteth more iniquity and like unto its own breed ; 
but when a house is righteous, the lot of its children 
is blessed always. 


But old Arrogance is like to bring forth in evil 
men, or soon or late, at the fated hour of birth, 
a young Arrogance and that spirit irresistible, 
unconquerable, unholy, even Recklessness,—black 
Curses unto the household, and like are they to 
their parents. 

But Righteousness shineth in smoke-begrimed 
dwellings and holdeth in esteem him that is virtuous. 
From gold-bespangled mansions, where men’s hands 
are defiled, she departeth with averted eyes and 
taketh her way to pure homes ; she worships not the 





1 éy rois Bpotots N. 2 vip SvoceBes: Pauw. 
3 yap: Auratus. 4 8rav: Klausen. 
5 veapa paous kérov: H. L. Ahrens. 6 rv: Herm. 
7 duaxov om. N, but superscr. * meddépas F, werdpauocw N. 
® eldouévay : Casaubon. 10 [Biov] H. L. Ahrens. 
11 ska: Auratus. 12 rposéBare roG: Herm. 
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power of wealth stamped counterfeit by the praise of 
men, and she guideth all things to their proper end. 
[Enter Agamemnon and Cassandra, in 

a chariot, with a numerous retinue 


All hail, my King, stormer of Troy, offspring of 
Atreus! How shall I greet thee? How do thee 
homage, not overshooting or running short of the 
due measure of courtesy? Many there be of mortal 
men who put appearance before truth and thereby 
transgress the right. Every one is prompt to heave 
a sigh over the unfortunate, albeit no sting of 
true sorrow reaches to the heart; and in seeming 
sympathy they join in others’ joy, forcing their 
faces into smiles. But whoso is a discerning 
shepherd of his flock cannot be deceived by men’s 
eyes which, while they feign loyalty of heart, only 
awn upon him with watery? affection. 

Now in the past, when thou didst marshal the 
rmament in Helen’s cause, thou wert depicted in 

y eyes (for I will not hide it from thee) in most 
hgracious lineaments, and as not guiding aright the 
elm of thy mind in seeking through thy sacrifices 
o bring courage to dying men. 
But now, from the depth of my heart and with no 
ack of love . . . their toil is joy to them that have 
won success. In course of time thou shalt learn 
ry enquiry who of thy people have been honest, 
who unfitting, guardians of the State. 


1 The sn is of wine much diluted. 


1 rodiropé’: Blomfield. 
2 Sina N, Stobaeus, Mor. 112. 12, detypa F. 
3 <o’> Musgrave. 4 Adpoos N, @pdoos F. 
5 éxovotov: H. L. Ahrens. 
® Lacuna indicated by Schneidewin. 7 eSdpuwr ris N. 
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Argos first, as is right and due, I greet, and the 
gods that dwell therein who have helped me to my 
safe return and to the justice I exacted from Priam’s 
town. For hearkening to no pleadings by word of 
mouth,! without dissentient voice, they cast into the 
urn of blood their ballots for the murderous destroy- 
ing of Ilium; but to the urn of acquittal that no 
hand filled, Hope alone drew nigh. The smoke 
still even now declares the city’s fall. Destruction’s 
blasts still live, and the embers, as they die, breathe 
forth rich reek of wealth. For this success it behoves 
us to render to the gods a return in ever-mindful 
gratitude, seeing that we have thrown round the city 
the toils of vengeance, and in a woman’s cause it 
hath been laid low by the fierce Argive beast, brood 
of the horse,” a shield-armed folk, that launched its 
leap what time the Pleiads waned. Vaulting over 
its towered walls, the ravening lion lapped his fill 
of princely blood. 

This lengthened prelude to the gods. But, 
touching thy sentiments—the which I heard and still 
bear in memory—I both agree and thou hast in 
me an advocate therein. For few there be among 
men in whom it is inborn to admire without envy a 
friend’s good fortune. For the venom of malevolence 
settles upon the heart and doubles the burthen of 
him afflicted of that plague: he is himself weighed 
down by his own calamity, and repines at sight of 


i «Not hearing pleadings from the tongue "—as if the 
Greeks and Trojans were waging war in words before a 
human court-——but with divine insight of the true merits of 
the case. : 

* The wooden horse. 
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another’s prosperity. From knowledge—for well am I 
acquainted with the mirror of companionship—I may 
call a shadow of a shade those who feigned exceeding 
loyalty to me.!. Only Odysseus, even he who sailed 
against his will, once harnessed, proved my zealous 
yoke-fellow. This I affirm of him be he alive or 
dead. 

But, for the rest, in what concerns the State and 
public worship, we shall appoint general assemblies 
and deliberate in full conclave. Where all goes well, 
we must take counsel that so it may long endure ; 
but whensoever there is need of healing remedy, we 
will endeavour to avert the mischief of the malady 
by kind appliance of cautery or the knife. 

And now I will pass to my palace halls and to my 
household hearth, and first of all pay greeting to 
the gods. They sped me forth and they have- 
brought me home again. May victory, as it hath 
attended me, bide ever with me constant to the end ! 

[He descends from his chariot; enter 
Clytaemestra, attended by maid- 
servants carrying purple tapestries 


CLYTAEMESTRA 


Burghers of Argos, ye Elders present here, I shall 
not be ashamed to confess in your presence my 
fondness for my husband—with time timidity dies 
away in man. 

Untaught by others, I can tell of my own weary 
life all the long while this my lord lay beneath 

1 This version takes ouidlas kdromrpov to mean that com- 
panionship shows the true character of a man’s associates. 
An alternative rendering takes xdror7pov in a disparaging 


sense—the semblance as opposed to reality—and makes 

Kdrorrpor, eldwrov and doxodvras in apposition. zs 
tid: 
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Tlium’s walls. First and foremost, an evil full of 
terror is it for a wife to sit forlorn at home, 
severed from her husband, forever hearing malignant 
rumours manifold, and for one messenger after 
another to come bearing tidings of disaster, each 
worse than the last, and cry them to the household. 
And as for wounds, had this my lord received so 
many as rumour kept pouring into the house, no 
net had been pierced so full of holes as he. Or had 
he died as oft as reports were rife, then in sooth he 
might have had three bodies—a second Geryon 1— 
and have boasted of having taken on him a triple 
coverture of earth [ample that above—of that below 
I speak not]—one death for each several shape. By 
reason of such malignant tales as these, many a time 
have others had to loose the high-hung halter from 
my neck, held in its strong grip. “Tis for this cause, 
in truth, that our boy, Orestes, stands not here beside 
me, as he should—he in whom rest the pledges of 
my love and thine. Nay, think this not strange. 
For he is in the protecting care of our well-affected 
ally, Strophius of Phocis, who gave me warning of 
trouble on two scores—thine own peril beneath 
llium’s walls, and then the chance that the people 
in clamorous revolt might overturn the Council, as 
it is inborn in men to trample the more upon the 
fallen. Truly this excuse is not fraught with guile. 
As for myself, the welling fountains of my tears 
are utterly dried up—not a drop remains therein. 
In night-long vigils mine eyes are sore with weeping 
1 Geryon, a monster (here called ‘‘ three-bodied,” but 


ordinarily ‘“‘ three-headed ’’) whose oxen were driven away 
from Spain by Heracles. 
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for the beacon-lights set for thee but neglected 
ever. The faint whirring of the buzzing gnat 
waked me oft from dreams wherein I beheld more 
disasters to thee than the time of sleep could have 
compassed. 

But now, having borne all this, my heart freed 
from its anxiety, I would hail my lord here as the 
watch-dog of the fold, the saviour forestay of the 
ship, firm-based pillar of the lofty roof, only-begotten 
son unto a father, yea land descried by men at sea 
beyond their hope, dawn most fair to look upon 
after storm, the gushing rill to wayfarer athirst— 
sweet is it to escape all stress of need. Such truly 
are the greetings whereof I deem him worthy. But 
let envy! be far removed, since many were the ills 
we endured before. 

And now, I pray thee, dear my lord, dismount 
from this thy car, but set not on common earth 
this foot of thine, my liege, that hath trampled upon 
Tlium. [Zo her attendants) Why this loitering, 
women, as whose task I have assigned to strew with 
tapestries his pathway’s floor? Quick! With purple 
let his path be strewn, that Justice may usher him 
to a home he ne’er hoped to see. The rest my 
unslumbering vigilance shall order duly—an it 
please God—even as is ordained. 


AGAMEMNON 


Offspring of Leda, guardian of my house, thy 
speech comports well with my absence; for thou 


1 By her fulsome address Clytaemestra invites, while seem- 
ing to deprecate, the envy of the gods. 
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hast drawn it out to ample length. But becoming 
praise—this meed should of right proceed from other 
lips. For the rest, pamper me not after woman’s wise, 
nor, like some barbarian,! grovel to me with wide- 
mouthed acclaim; and draw not down envy upon 
my path by strewing it with tapestries. "Tis_the 
gods we must honour—thus;—but~for_a_mortal to 
tread upon broidered fineries is, to my judgment, 
not-without-ground for dread. “T bid thee revere me 
not as a god, but as a man. Fame needs no carpet- 
ings and broideries to make her loud proclaim; to 
think no folly is Heaven’s best gift. Only when 
man’s life comes to its end in prosperity dare we 
pronounce him happy ; and if in all things so I might 
prosper, I have good courage. 





CLYTAEMESTRA , 


Nay now, speak not thus to flout my purpose. 


AGAMEMNON 


Purpose! Be assured I shall not weaken mine, 


CLYTAEMESTRA 


Thou must in fear have vowed to Heaven thus 
to act. 


AGAMEMNON 


With full knowledge I pronounced this my final 
word, if ever man did. 


2 Some take this to mean: “ Nor, as if I were a barbaric 
chieftain, grovel to me.” 
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CLYTAEMESTRA 


What, think’st thou, had Priam done, had he 
achieved thy triumph ? 


AGAMEMNON 


He would have set foot upon the broideries, I do 
verily believe. 
CLYTAEMESTRA 


Then be not thou swayed by fear of men’s cavillings. 


AGAMEMNON 
And yet a people’s voice is a mighty power. 
CLYTAEMESTRA 


True, yet he who is unenvied is unenviable. 


AGAMEMNON 


Surely “tis not woman’s part to be fond of contest. 


CLYTAEMESTRA 


Aye, but it beseems the happy victor even to 
yield the victory. 


AGAMEMNON 


What? Dost thou prize this sort of victory in 
strife ? 
*  CLYTAEMESTRA 


Oh, yield! Yet of thy free aecord consent to 
leave the victory with me. 
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ATAMEMNON 

GAN «i Soxet cot Tab’, brat tis dpBdAas 
Avou Taxos, mpddovrov EuBacw odds. 
Kal Totadé pw’ eBaivovl’ ddouvpyéow bedv 
pH Ts mpoowbev dppatos Bador PAdvos. 
monAn) yap aidws SwpatopBopeiv" moot 
POeipovra. aAobrov dpyupwvijrous odds. 

TOUTWY [Lev ovre" THY Sevmy de mpevpevds 
THvd eoxopile: TOV KpatodvrTa padOaKads 
Beds mpdowbev EDLEvOS mpoodepKera. 
Exwv yap ovdets Sovdin xphra: Cvya. 
atrn® 8 mo\Aay Xpnudrov eEaiperov 
avOos, otpatod Swpnu’, éol Evveomero. 

evel 8 dxoveww cod KaTéoTpappat TaAOdE, 
ely’ és Sdpwv pedabpa mopdipas raray. 


KATTAIMHZ3TPA 


éorw Q@dAacca, Tis dé vw Karaopece ; 
Tpépovea moAXfjs mropppas ioapyupov® 
KyKt8a. mayKaivaroy, etudreov Badds. 
olxos 8 badpxye THvdE avy Geots adus* 
éxew* révecbau o ovK emiorarat ddpos. 
TOMY srarnopov 8° etdrenv® av nv&dpny,° 
Sdpotoe mpouvexGevros ev Xpnornpiors, 
uy ys KopuoTpa Thode pnxavayuery.” 

pilns yop odons pudMas t ixer” és ddjL0vs, 
oKuay drepreivaca cetpiov Kuves. 

Kai cot poAdvros Swuarizy éariay, 
OdAmos ev ev xeysrdve onpaivers podov® 
1 


swuaropbopeiv: Schiitz. 2 airy: Auratus. 
3 els dpyupov: Salmasius, 4 dvat: Karsten, 


ee 





AGAMEMNON 


AGAMEMNON 


Well, if thou wilt have thy way, quick, let some 
one loose my sandals, which, slave-like, serve the 
treading of my foot! As I tread upon these purple 
vestments may I not be smitten from afar by any 
glance of Heaven’s jealous eye. Sore shame it is 
for my foot to mar the substance of the house by 
making waste of wealth and costly woven work. 

Thus much for this. Yon stranger damsel do thou 
receive into the house with kindness. God from 
afar looks graciously upon a gentle master; for of 
free choice no one takes upon him the yoke of 
slavery. But she, the choicest flower of rich treasure, 
has followed in my train, my army’s gift. 

Since I have been overborne to hearken to thee 
in this, I will tread upon a purple pathway as I 
pass to my palace halls. 


CLYTAEMESTRA 


There is the sea (and who shall drain it dry ?) 
producing stain of plenteous-purple, costly as silver 
and ever fresh, wherewith to dye our vestments ; 
and of these our house, thanks be to Heaven, hath 
ample store ; it knows no penury. Vestments enow 
I would have devoted to be trampled underfoot 
had it been so enjoined me in the seat of oracles 
when J was devising the ransom of thy life. For 
if the root still lives, leafage comes again to the 
house and spreads its over-reaching shade against 
the scorching dog-star ; so, now that thou hast come 
to hearth and home, thou showest that warmth hath 


5 deyudrwv: Canter. § evtdunv: Weil. 
7 unxavwudvys: Abresch. 8 yotdy: H. Voss. 
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t 3 ! ‘ a a” a i ~ 
pérow® 8€ rou col t&vmep av péAdns Tedetv. 


XOPOZ 
r 6£q? 3 i 
TINTE [OL TOO epeTredws [orp. a. 
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KapO0las TepackoTov moTaTat, 

“a > td f wv > ta 
peavrimoAet 8 axéXevoros dutobos aod, 
ots’ amomrica’ dikav 
dvoKpirev dveiparwv 
Oapoos evarevBés® ler’ 

A ir 6 / / o’ pes 
dpevos irov Opdvov; ypdovos 8’ emi 
mpvpynotav EvvepBodrats® 
opi’ axtas 7mapy- 
pyoev,” 6b0 tn” “Idov 
@pto vavBdtas otparos. 

‘, b 3 > ia / 3 
mevOopat 8° am oupdarwy (avr. a. 
vootov, avropaprus wy: 

A 3° Mv Av, oe lM € ~ 
tov 5° avev AUpas Guws" dpuv@det 
Opyvov ’Epwios® adrodid gow) 
pyvov *Epwios” adrodiéaxros éowbev 
Oupds, od TO wav exwv 

3 f i va 
eAmidos didov Opacos. 

, 2 ” 4 
omddyxva 8 obrow pardle 

y 2 OF \ 4 , 
mpos evdixors Ppeciv reAcaddpors 
divas KuKdpevov™ Kéap. 

17 dr’ FN: Auratus, 
® émotpepwpevov I’, émeorpopwpevov N: Vict. 


Hedy (superscr. o:) 6¢ cot TF’. * detua N, detypa V. 
5 dromrioa N, dronricas I. 


AGAMEMNON 


















come in winter-time ; aye, and when Zeus maketh 
wine from the bitter grape,! then forthwith there is 
coolness in the house when its rightful lord ranges 
through his halls. [4s Agamemnon enters the palace] 
O Zeus, Zeus, thou who fulfillest, fulfil my prayers ! 
Thine be the care of that thou meanest. to fulfil ! 

[Exit 

Crorys 

Why ever thus persistently doth this terror hover 
at the portals of my prophetic soul? Why doth my 
song, unbidden and unfed, chant strains of augury ? 
Why doth assuring confidence not sit on my bosom’s 
throne and spurn away the terror like an uninterpret- 
able dream? But Time hath collected the sands of 
the shore upon the cables cast thereon when the ship- 
borne armament had sped forth for Ilium.? 
| Of their coming home I am assured by mine own 

eyes and need no other witness. Yet still my soul 
| within me, self-inspired, intoneth the lyreless dirge 
Jof the Avenging Spirit, and cannot wholly win 
jits wonted confidence of hope. Not for naught is 

my bosom disquieted as my heart throbs against my 
justly boding breast in eddying tides that presage 
{ 1 That is, when the summer heat is ripening the grapes. 

2 The sense of the Greek passage (of which no entirely 
satisfactory emendation has been offered) is that so much 
time has passed since the fleet, under Agamemnon’s com- 
mand, was detained at Aulis by the wrath of Artemis, that 
Calchas’ prophecy of evil, if true, would have been fulfilled 
long ago. ‘ 

} ° eirifes: Jacob. 7 tg N, tf F: Sealiger. 
8 §’ érel F, o ert N: E. A. J. Ahrens. 
® EvveuBdros: J. G. Schneider. 
feo Wappias dxdras N (axdra F) rapiSnoev F ( - Byo’ N): Verrall. 
] 1 grws: Auratus. 
12 épwvis: Porson, 18 kuxdodpevov: Headlam. 
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evyouar 8° &€' ends 
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> \ 4 la 

és TO pt) TeAcopdpov. 


é 
para yé tort To peydAas® vyretas [ozp. B. 
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aKdpectov Tépa* voaos yap <aei>® 
yeitwy dpdrouxos épeider. 
Kal 7oTpos evOuTopav 
3 4 Ww ” 
dvdpos éemacev <agvw 
Svotuxias mpos>’ adavrov Eppa. 
Kai mpo pev Tu? xpnudtav 
KTnoiwy oKvos Badwy 
i 3 > b) rf 

adevddvas am’ evuetpov, 
ovK €du mpdmas ddp05 
mnuovas® yeuwv ayav, 
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ovo emdvTise oKddos. 
ToAAd Tow Sdots €x™ Ads ap- 

Xr , Bi 3 IAO. 3: cal 
girapys te Kat €€ aAdkwv emererav 
vijotw wrecev vocor. 


70 & emi yav meodv" dna€é Oavaoysov avr. B. 
a 312 9 \ t ? oN 

mpotrapo.l’® dvdpos péAay aiua Tis av 

madw ayKadéoat émacidwr; 

> \ 5.) 3 tal 

ode Tov dpOodah ( 

TOV POyevwy dvayew 

Zevs amémavoev™ én’ evdAaBeta"; 

et d€ ut) TeTaypeva 

peotpa protpay éx Deady 


1 an’ N, 3d é BF. 2 euas ro. N, euas I. 
3 Wédn: Stephanus, 4 dp rot Fy yé ro Oy N. 
P Y 
5 ras wodhas: 7d peyadas Paley. 
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AGAMEMNON 


fulfilment. But I pray that my expectation may 
fall out false and come not to fulfilment. 

Of a truth lusty health resteth. not content 
within its due bounds; for disease ever presseth 
close against it, its neighbour with a common wall.t 
So human fortune, when holding onward in straight 
course, of a sudden striketh upon a hidden reef 
ofcalamity. And yet, if with well-measured cast, 
caution heave overboard a portion of the gathered 
wealth, the whole house, with woe overladen, doth 
not founder nor doth it engulf the hull.2 Verily a 
rich and bounteous gift from Zeus, even from the 
furrows that furnish forth yearly, stayeth the plague 
of famine. 

But man’s blood, once it hath first fallen by 
murder to earth in darkling tide—who by magic 
spell shall call it back? Even him? who possessed 
the skill to raise from the dead — did not Zeus 
put a stop to him for a warning? And were it 
not that one fate ordained of the gods doth restrain 


* Abounding health, ignoring its limitations, is separated 
from disease only by a slight dividing line. The suppressed 
thought is that remedies, if applied betimes, may save the 
body. 

® The house of Agamemnon, full of calamity, is likened 
to an overloaded ship, which will founder if some part of 
its freight is not jettisoned. By confusion of the symbol 
and the thing signified, d5u0s is boldly said to ‘sink its 
hull.” 

® Aesenlapius, who was blasted by the thunderbolt of 
Zeus for this offence. 





® <del> Blomfield. 7 <¢ >H. L. Ahrens, 
8 rd wev mpd: Enger. % ayuovas: Vict. 
1 


10 ¢x om. N. meodvé’: Auratus. 12 rpbrap F. 
8 adr’ rave’: Hartung. 4 atdaBela F, ad@dafela ye N. 
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eipye poi) mAgov dépew, 
mpopldcaca Kapdia 

yA@ooav av rad? e&dyeu. 

vov 8 bo oxdTw Bpener 

Oupadyyns te Kal ovdev ézeA- 
Topeva* more Kaipiov éxroAvmevaety 
Cwrvpoupevas dpeves. 


KAYTAIMH3TPA 


etow Kopilov Kai ot, Kaodvépay Ady, 
érret ao” Onxe Leds apnvitws Sdmors 
Kowwvoy eivar xepviBwv, ToAdY wera 
SovAwy orabeicay Krnciov Bayod méXas: 
éxBaw’ amivns Thode, und daephpdver. 
Kal maida ydp tot dacw ’AAKuHvns moré 
apabevra TAjvat SovAias patns tvyetv.? 
et 0° obv dvdyKn Thad emppemo® TUyN:s, 
apxatoTrAotrwy Searora&y moAAy xapts. 
ot 8° ovmor’ éAmicavres yjunoay Kadds, 
poi te Sovdows wavTa Kal mapa ordOunv. 
exes map’ nud olamep vouilerar. 


XOPOZ 


é / uf a td 
oot Tor Aéyovoa maverar cagh Adyov. 
evrds 8 av obca mopoipwy aypevpdrwv 
metBou’ dv, et meiBo: ameBoins 8° tows. 

1 duparyjs .. . éx.om. N. 
? Govdelas pw. Bla I, cal tvyav Ocyetv Bia N: Enger. 
Y 8 
3 émippérma N 





* ‘The further expression of their forebodings is checked 
by the desperate hope that since divine forces sometimes 
clash, the evil destiny of Agamemnon may yet be averted 
by a superior fate, which they dimly apprehend will ordain 
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another fate from winning the advantage, my heart 
would outstrip my tongue and pour forth its bodings !; 
but, as it is, it muttereth only in the dark, distressed 
and hopeless ever to unravel aught to timely purpose 
from a soul on fire. {Enter Clytaemestra 


CLYTAEMESTRA 


Get thee within, thou too, Cassandra 2; since in 
no unkindness hath Zeus appointed thee a partaker 
in the holy water of a house where thou mayest take 
thy stand, with many another slave, at the altar of 
the god who guards its wealth. Dismount thee 
from the car and be not over-proud; for even 
Alemene’s son,? men say, in days of old endured to - 
be sold and eat the bread of slavery. But if such 
fortune should perforce fall to the lot of any, there 
is good cause for thankfulness in having masters of 
ancient wealth; for they who, beyond their hope, 
have reaped a rich harvest of possessions, are cruel 
to their slaves in every way, even exceeding due 
measure. ‘Thou hast from us such usage as custom 
warranteth. 


Cuorus 


It is to thee she hath been speaking and clearly. 
Since thou art in the toils of destiny, belike thou 
wilt obey, if thou art so inclined; but belike thou 
wilt not. 


his deliverance from the consequences of his shedding the 
blood of Iphigenia. 

2 T have retained the ordinary form of the name in Greek 
and English. 

3 Heracles, because of his murder of Iphitus, was sold as 
a slave to Omphale, queen of Lydia. 
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dyvara. duwviv BapBapov Kexrnevn, 


gow dpevdv A€youca weifw vw Adyw. 


XOPOS 


éxov. Ta AGoTa TaV TapeoTwTwy A€dyer. 
mBot' Aurotca Tévd’ apakypn Opdvov. 
KATTAIMHSTPA _ 

1055 oUrou Bupaig® HS epol oxoAn mapa 
TpiPew: Ta pev yap éorias pecoppddov 
EornKev 75 pjAa mpos ofayas mdpos* : 
as ovmor” eArrioace TIVO efew xapw. 
od 8 ct Tt Spdoes THvde, put) axoAny Tifer. 

1060 «f 0 aéuvijpwr otoa pu) déyn Adyor, 
od 8° avri davis dpdle xapBavw xepi. 


XOPOS 


eppnvews eouxev 9 €évn Topo 
deiafat’ tpdmos 5é Onpds ws vearperov. 


KATTAIMH3TPA 


q paiverai ye Kai kax@v Kdver ppevav, 
1065 ares Arrotoa pev mohw veaipeTov 

mKEL, xahwev 8 ote emiorarat pépew,” 

mpiv aiparnpov eLadpilecbar pevos. 

od piv® mew pipac’ atysacOjcopat. 


1 reifov: Blomfield, 2 @vpatay: Casaubon. 
® rqv5': Musgrave. ‘ rupds: Musgrave. 
5 M is extant for Il, 1068-1158. 8 uh MI, why M?, 
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CLYTAEMESTRA 


Well, if her speech be not strange and outlandish, 
even as a swallow’s, I must speak within the compass 
of her wits and move her to comply. 


Cuorus 


Go with her. Of what is thine to choose she giveth 
thee the best choice. Do as she bids thee and quit 
thy seat in the car. 


CLYTAEMESTRA 


I have no leisure—mark me that—to dally with 
this woman here outside; for already the victims 
stand by the central hearth awaiting the sacrifice— 
a joy we never expected to be ours. As for thee, if 
thou wilt take any part therein, make no delay. 
But if, failing to understand, thou dost not catch my 
meaning, then, instead of speech, make sign with 
thy barbarian hand. 


Cuorus 


*Tis an interpreter and a plain one that the stranger 
seems toneed. She bears herself like a wild creature 
newly captured. 


CLYTAEMESTRA 


Nay, mad she is and hearkens to her wild mood, 
since she hath come hither from a city newly captured, 
and knoweth not how to brook the curb until she 
hath foamed away her fretfulness in blood. No! I 
will waste no more words upon her to be insulted 
thus. [Lait 
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XOPOS 
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1 éroxrelpw: Kirchhoff. 2 éxote’ : Rob. (Sophianus). 


3}. 1072, 1077 érorororot M. 
4 ll. 1073, 1077 droddov Groddovy M, dzro\d\oy FN (& over 


voc, N). 


5 airis M. 5 zap’ é& M, wapér I", rapd»y N: Schiitz. | 


AGAMEMNON 


CHorus 


But I will not be angry, since I pity her. Prithee, 
unhappy one, leave the car; yield to necessity and 
take upon thee this novel yoke. 


CassANDRA 
Woe, woe, woe! O Apollo, O Apollo! 


Cuorvus 


Wherefore thy cry of “ woe” in Loxias’ name ? 
No god is he that hath to do with those who wail. 


CassANDRA 
Woe, woe, woe! O Apollo, O Apollo ! 


Cuorus 


Once more with ill-omened words she crieth upon 
the god when it beseems not to attend at times of 
lamentation. 

CassANDRA 


Apollo, Apollo! God of the Ways,! my destroyer! 
For thou hast destroyed me—and_ utterly—this 
second time.” 

Cuorus 


She is about to prophesy, methinks, touching her 
own miseries. The gift divine still abides even in 
the soul of one enslaved. 


1 Cassandra sees an image of Apollo, the protector on 
journeys, close to the door leading to the street (dyud). 

2 "Ardd\Awy is here derived from drd\\uu, ‘ destroy "— 
nomen omen. ‘The god had “ destroyed ”’ her the first time 
in making vain his gift of prophecy (1209 ff.) ; whereby she 
became the object of derision in Troy. 
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? 4 & prefixed in M, om. FN. 2 Luvlaropa M. 
3 xapravac M, xdpravac F, xdprdvas N: Kayser. 
4 avépds opdyov: Dobree (dv3poogd-yior Cages « opayecov 
Turn.). 5 rédov parrjpov M2FN. 
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CassaNDRA 


Apollo, Apollo! God of the Ways, my destroyer ! 
Ah, what way is this that thou hast brought me! 
To what a house ! 


Cuorus 


To that of Atreus’ sons. If thou dost not per- 
ceive this, I'll tell it thee. And thou shalt not say 
*tis untrue. 


CASSANDRA 


Way, nay, rather to a house of Heaven loathed, a 
house that knoweth many a horrible butchery of kin, 
a human shambles and a floor swimming with blood. 


Cuorus 


Methinks the stranger is keen-scented as a hound ; 
she is on the trail where she will discover blood. 


CassaNDRA 


Aye, here is the evidence wherein I put my trust ! 
Behold yon babes bewailing their own butchery and 
their roasted flesh eaten by their sire ! 


Cuorus 


Thy fame to read the future had reached our ears ; 
but of prophets we are not in quest. 





6 uavreve. M, pareve FN. 7 av ebpton M: Porson. 

8 waprupios: Pauw. ® rolade memeiGoxar: Abresch. 

10 "Funv M (fier superscr.), fuer Fyou écpév FNV3: 
Headlam. 

11 juev M, Fev FNVS. 2 yvacredouev: Schiitz. 
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Schol. 
2 [y'] Dindorf. * dtéov: Schiitz. 4 dxépesros: Bothe, 
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CassANDRA 


O God, what can it be she purposeth!? What is 
this strange woe she purposeth here within, what 
monstrous, monstrous horror, beyond love’s enduring, 
beyond all remedy ? And help? stands far away ! 


Crorus 


These prophesyings pass my comprehension ; but 
those I understood—the whole city rings with them. 


CassANDRA 


Ah, fell woman, so thou wilt do this deed? Thy 
husband, the partner of thy bed, when thou hast 
heered him with the bath, wilt thou—how shall I 
ell the end? Aye, soon it will be done. Now this 
and, now that, she stretches forth ! 


Cuorvus 


Not yet do I comprehend ; for now, after riddles, 
am bewildered by dark oracles. 


CasSANDRA 


Wa! Ha! What apparition’s this? Surely ’tis 
ome net of death? But she is the snare, she who 
hares his bed, she who shares the guilt. Let the 
atal pack, insatiable against the race, raise a shout 
f jubilance over a victim accursed 8 ! 

1 A play on the name Kndvuratujorpa (updopat). 


2 Menelaiis (cp. |. 674) or Orestes. 
3 Literally ‘‘ fit for stoning.” 
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AGAMEMNON 


Cuorvus 


_ What Spirit of Vengeance is this thou dost bid 
raise high its voice o’er this house? Thy utterance 
cheers me not. Back to my heart surge the drops of 
my pallid blood, even as when they drip from a 
mortal wound, ebbing away as life’s beams sink low; 
and death cometh speedily. 


CassANDRA 


Ha, ha, see there, see there! Keep the bull from 
his mate! She hath caught him in the robe and 
gores him with the crafty device of her black horn! 


He falls in a vessel of water ! is of doom wrought 
by guile in a murderous bath that I am telling thee. 


Cuorus 


I cannot vaunt myself a keen judge of prophecies ; 
but these, methinks, spell some calamity. But from 
prophecies what message of good ever comes to 
mortals? “Tis through evils that their wordy lore 
brings terror in strains oracular for men to learn. 


CasSANDRA 


Alas, alas, the sorrow of my ill-starred doom! For 
‘tis mine own affliction, crowning the cup, that I 
bewail. Ah, to what end didst thou bring me hither, 
unhappy that Tam? For naught save to die—and 
not alone. What else? 


4 7s M, 7ls FV3. 5 gré\Xerac:; Emperius, 
6 &a M, 6) ai FNVS: Herm. 7 pépovor. M, 
8 éreyxéaca. M, érayxéaca FNV3: Headlam, 
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AGAMEMNON 


Crorus 


Frenzied in soul thou art, by some god possessed, 
and dost wail in wild strains thine own fate, like 
some brown nightingale that never ceases making 
lament (ah me!), and in the misery of her heart 
moans /iys, Jtys, throughout all her days abounding 
in sorrow. 

CassANDRA 


Ah, fate of the tuneful nightingale! The gods 
clothed her in winged form and gave to her a sweet 
life without tears! But for me waiteth destruction 
by the two-edged sword. 


Cuorvus 


__ Whence come these vain pangs of prophecy that 

assail thee? And wherefore dost thou mould to 
melody these terrors with dismal cries blent with 
piercing strains ? Whence knowest thou the bounds 
of the path of thine ill-boding prophecy ? 


CASSANDRA 


Ah, bridal, bridal of Paris, fraught with ruin to his 
kin! Ah me, Scamander, my native stream! Upon 
thy banks in byegone days, unhappy maid, was I 
nurtured with fostering care ; now by Cocytus and 
the banks of Acheron, methinks, I soon must chant 
my prophecies. 


1 The wailing (1. 1144) of the bird is unconscious. 





5 dnddves udpov: Herm. 
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7 ayava MENVS, aléva M yp. 8 [7] Herm. 
® érigoBa M!, eri poBy M?F2N2V3?. 
10 M ends, lJ. 1160-1673 in FNV3, 1 $x@ous: Casaubon. 
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AGAMEMNON 


Corus 


What words are these thou utterest, words all too 
plain? A new-born child hearing them could under- 
stand. I am smitten with a deadly pain, the while, 
by reason of thy cruel fortune, thou criest aloud thy 
piteous plaint that breaks my heart to hear. 


CASSANDRA 


O travail, travail of my city utterly destroyed ! 
Alas, the sacrifices my father offered, the many 
pasturing kine slain to save its towers! Yet they 
availed naught to save the city from suffering even as 
it hath ; and I, my soul on fire, must soon fall to the 
ground. ; 

Cuorus 


Thy present speech chimes with thy former strain. 
Surely some spirit malign, falling upon thee with 
heavy swoop, moveth thee to chant thy piteous woes 
fraught with death. But the end I am helpless to 
discover, 

CASSANDRA 


Lo now, no more shall my prophecy peer forth 
from behind a veil like a new-wedded bride; but 
tis like to rush upon me clear as a fresh wind blowing 
against the sun’s uprising so as to dash against its 
rays, like a wave, a woe mightier far than mine. No 
more by riddles will I instruct you. And do ye bear 





4 évcaryyet: Canter. 5 (xaxé] Schiitz. 
8 @pabuar’ FV3, avuar N. 
7 édwpévas F V3, édouuévas N: Casaubon, 
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AGAMEMNON 


me witness, as, coursing close behind, I scent the 
track of crimes wrought in days of yore. For from 
this roof doth never depart a choir chanting in unison, 
but unmelodious ; for it telleth not of good. And 
lo, having quaffed human blood, to be the more em- - 
boldened, a revel-rout of sister Furies haunteth the 
house, hard to be driven forth. Lodged within its 
halls they chant their chant, the primal] sin; and, 
each in turn, they spurn with loathing a brother’s 
bed, for that they are bitter with wroth against him 
that defiled it.. Have I missed the mark, or, like 
true archer, do I strike my quarry? Oram I prophet ° 
of lies, a babbler from door to door? Bear witness 
upon thine oath that I do know the deeds of sin, 
ancient in story, of this house. 


Cuorus 


How could an oath, a pledge albeit plighted in 
honour, work aught of cure? Yet I marvel at thee 
that, though bred beyond the sea, thou dost speak 
sooth of a foreign city, even as if thou hadst been 
present there. 

CassanDRA 


It was the seer Apollo who appointed me to this 
office. 
Cuorus 


Can it be that he, a god, was smitten with desire ? 


CassANDRA 
Ere now I was ashamed to speak of this. 


1 Thyestes’ corruption of Aérope, wife of his brother 
Atreus. 





6 ll. 1203, 1204 transposed by Herm. 
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AGAMEMNON 


Cuorus 


Aye, in prosperity we all grow over nice. 


CasSANDRA 
Oh, but he struggled to win me, breathing ardent 
love for me. 
Cuorus 


Came ye in due course to wedlock’s rite ? 


CassaNDRA 


I promised consent to Loxias but broke my word. 


Cuorus 
Wert thou already possessed by the art inspired 
of the god? 
(CASSANDRA 
Already I prophesied to my countrymen all their 
disasters. 
Corus 
How came it then that thou wert unscathed by 
Loxias’ wrath? 
CassanDRA 
Ever since that fault I could persuade no one 
of aught. 
Crorus 


And yet to us at least the prophecies thou utterest 
seem true enough. 
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AGAMEMNON 


CasSANDRA 


Ha, ha! Oh, oh, the agony! Once more the 
dreadful throes of true prophecy whirl and dis- 
tract me with their ill-boding onset. Mark ye 
those yonder—sitting before the house—young 
creatures like unto phantoms of dreams? Children, 
they seem, slaughtered by their own kindred, their 
hands full of the meat of their own flesh; clear to 
my sight are they, holding their vitals and their 
inward parts (piteous burthen !), whereof their father 
tasted. “Tis for this cause I tell you that vengeance 
is plotted by a dastard lion wallowing in his couch, 
keeping ward of the house (ah me!) against my 
master’s coming home—aye, my master, for I needs 
must bear the yoke of slavery. The commander of 
the fleet and the overthrower of Ilium, he knows not 
what deeds shall be brought to evil accomplishment 
by the lewd hound, whose tongue did lick his hand 
and who stretched forth her ears in gladness, like 
treacherous Ate. Such boldness hath she—a woman 
is the slayer of aman. What odious monster shall I 
fitly call her? An amphisbaena+? Or a Scylla, 
tenanting the rocks, a pest of mariners, a raging 
dam of Death, breathing relentless war against her 
lord ? And how the all-daring woman raised a shout 
of triumph, like as when the battle turns, the while 
she feigned to joy at his safe return! And yet, ’tis 
all one, whether or not I win belief. What matters 












1 Amphisbaena, a fabulous snake “‘ moving both ways,” 


ackwards and forwards. Tennyson’s ‘“‘ an amphisbaena, 
each end a sting,’”’ reproduces Pliny’s description. 
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AGAMEMNON 


it? What is to come, will come. Soon thou, 
present here thyself, shalt of thy pity pronounce 
me all too true a prophetess. 

Crorus 


Thyestes’ banquet on his children’s flesh I under- 
stood and shudder thereat. Terror seizes me as I 
hear the truth, naught fashioned out of falsehood 
to resemble truth. But at the rest I heard I am 
thrown off the track. 


CaSsSANDRA 
I say thou shalt look upon Agamemnon dead. 


Cuorus 


To words propitious, hapless maiden, lull thy 


speech. 
CassANDRA 


Nay, over what I tell no healing god presides. 


Crorus 
No, if it is to be ; but God forbid ! 
CASSANDRA 
Thou dost but pray ; their business is to slay. 
Cuorus 
What man is he that contrived this wickedness? 


CasSANDRA 


Surely thou must have missed the meaning of 
my prophecies. 





5 kdpr’ dp’ av mwapecxores F1, wapeoxdmns F2N: xdpra rapa 
(kdpra rap’ dv Sidgwick) rapexdrns Hartung. 
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AGAMEMNON 


Cuorvus 


Aye, since I do not understand the scheme of him 
who is to do the deed. 


CassANDRA 


And yet all too well I know the speech of Hellas. 


Cuorus 


So too do the Pythian oracles ; yet they are hard 
to understand. 
CassaNDRA 


Oh, oh! What fire! It comes over me! Woe, 
woe! Lycean Apollo! Ah me, ah me! This 
two-footed lioness, who couches with a wolf in the 
absence of the noble lion, will slay me, wretched that 
Iam. Brewing as it were a drug, she vows that 
with her wrath she will mix requital for me too, 
while she whets her sword against her lord, she vows 
to take murderous vengeance for my bringing hither. 
Why then do I bear these mockeries of myself, this 
wand, these prophetic chaplets on my neck ? [Thron- 
ing upon the ground first her wand and then the other 
insignia of her prophetic office, she tramples them under 
foot.| Thee at least I will destroy before I meet my 
doom. To destruction with you! And as ye fall, 
thus do I avenge myself on you. Enrich with doom 
some otherin mystead. Lo, Apollo’s self is stripping 
me of my prophetic garb—he that looked on me 
mocked to bitter scorn, even in this bravery, by 
friends turned foes, with one accord, without cause— 
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AGAMEMNON 


but, like some vagrant mountebank, called ‘‘ beggar,” 
“wretch,” “‘starveling,”’ I bore it all—. And now 
the prophet, having undone me, his prophetess, hath 
brought me to this deadly pass. In place of my 
father’s altar a block awaits me, butchered by 
the hot stroke of bloody sacrifice. Yet we shall 
not perish unavenged of ‘Heaven; for there shall 
come in turn another, our avenger, a scion of the 
race, to slay his mother and exact requital for his 
sire; an exile, a wanderer, strangered from this 
land, he shall return to put the coping-stone upon 
these infatuate iniquities of his house. For a mighty 
oath hath been sworn of the gods that his slain 
father’s outstretched corpse shall bring him home. 
Why then thus raise my voice in piteous lament? 
Since at the first I saw the city of Ilium meet the 
fate it hath, while her captors, by Heaven’s sentence 
are come to such an end, I will go in and meet my 
fate. I will dare to die. This portal I greet as the 
gates of Death. And I pray that, dealt a mortal 
stroke, without a struggle, my life-blood ebbing 
away in easy death, I may close these eyes. 


Cuorvus 


O woman, pitiable exceedingly and exceeding wise, 
long hath been thy speech. But if, in very truth, 
thou hast knowledge of thine own death, how canst 
thou with easy courage step to the altar like an ox 
urged on by the power of God ? 








6 ras AKéyw: Auratus. 7 8’ ad N, d¢ FV3. 
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1 ypévy: Herm. 2 rhéw V3, whéw N, 
3 rv: Auratus. 
114 


AGAMEMNON 


CasSANDRA 


There is no escape; no, my friends, there is 
none any more.} 
Cuorvus 


Yet he that is last has the advantage in respect 
of time. 
CassaNpRA 


The day is come ; flight would profit me but little. 


Cuorvus 


Well, be assured, thou art patient and of a courage- 
dus spirit. 
CassANDRA 


None who is happy is commended thus. 


Cuorus 


Yet surely to die nobly is a boon for mortals. 


CassANDRA 


Alas for thee, my father and for thy noble children ! 
[She starts back in horror 


; Cuorus 
What aileth thee ? What terror turns thee back ? 


CassaANDRA 
Faugh, faugh ! 
Cuorvus 

Why criest thou “faugh’’? Unless perchance 
there be some horror in thy soul. 

1 Auratus read xpévov rA€wy: “more than that of time,” 
“save for time.” 
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AGAMEMNON 


CASSANDRA 


The house reeks with blood-dripping slaughter. 


Cuorus 


What wouldstthou? ’Tis but the savour of victims 
at the hearth. 


CassANDRA 


*Tis like a breath from a charnel-house. 


Cuorus 


Not of proud Syrian incense for the house dost 
thou speak, 


CassANDRA 


Nay, I will go to bewail also within the palace 
mine own and Agamemnon’s fate. Enough of life ! 
Alas, my friends, not with vain terror do I shrink, 
as bird that misdoubteth bush. After I am dead, 
do ye bear witness for me of this—when for me, a 
Woman, another woman shall be slain, and for an 
ill-wedded man another man shall fall. I claim this 
boon from you now that my hour is come. 


Cuorus 


Poor woman, I pity thee for thy death foretold. 


CassaNDRA 


Yet once more I am fain to speak, but not mine 
own dirge. I pray unto the sun, in presence of his 
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1 avrpépyecev: Porson. 2 oixreipw: Kirchhoff. 
3 rpdrrew: Porson. 4 Bporois: Pauw. 
5 unxére 8 eloéXOns: Herm. 
8 drorloe: -rlon Sidgwick, -relcer Kirchhoff. 
7 émxpavet: Sidgwick. § edtacro: Schneidewin. 
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AGAMEMNON 


latest light, that mine enemies 4 may at the same 
time pay to my avengers a bloody penalty for 
slaughtering a slave, an easy prey. Alas for human 
fortune! When prosperous, a mere shadow can 
overturn it ;? if calamitous, the dash of a wet sponge 
blots-out the drawing. And this last I deem far 
more pitiable than that. [Enters the palace 


Cuorus 


*Tis the nature of all human kind to be unsatisfied 
with prosperity. From stately halls none barreth 
it with warning voice that uttereth the words 
“Enter no more.’’ So unto our prince the Blessed 
Ones have granted to capture Priam’s town; and, 
honoured of Heaven, he returns to his home. Yet 
if he now must pay the penalty for the blood shed 
by others before him, and by dying for the dead he 
is to bring to pass retribution of other deaths,? what 
mortal man, on hearing this, can boast that he was 


born with scatheless destiny ? 
[A shriek is heard from within 


AGAMEMNON 
Ay me! Iam smitten deep with a mortal blow ! 


1 Of this corrupt passage no emendation yet made com- 
mends itself irresistibly. ‘The translation is based on the 
reading éx@pods Pivevow .rods éuots, where ¢dvevow is due to 
Bothe, the rest to J. Pearson. 

2 Some editors, emending the passage to oxi@ Tis av 
mpévecev, “‘one may liken it to a shadow,’ understand 
“ shadow ” either literally or as a “‘ sketch.” 

3 If Agamemnon is now to pay the price for his father’s 
killing of Thyestes’ children, and by his own death is to 
atone for his slaying of Iphigenia, and is thus to bring 
about requital consisting in yet other deaths (Clytaemestra 
and Aegisthus). 
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120 


1355 


1360 


moe foe SF DD oO YS OO 


AGAMEMNON 


Cuorus 


Silence! Who is this that crieth out, wounded 
by a mortal blow ? 


AGAMEMNON 


And once again, ay me! I am smitten by a 
second blow. 
Cuorus 


The deed is done, methinks—to judge by the 
groans of the King. But come, let us take counsel 
together if there be haply some safe plan of action. 

[The members of the Chorus deliver their 
opinions on the course to be taken 

1. I tell you my advice : summon the townsfolk 
to bring rescue hither to the palace. 

2. To my thinking we must burst in amain and 
charge them with the deed while the sword is still 
dripping in their hands. 

8. And I am for taking part in some such plan, 
and vote for action of some sort. “Tis no time to 
keep on dallying. 

4. “Tis manifest. Their opening act marks a plan 
to set up a tyranny in the State. 

5. Aye, because we are wasting time, while they, 
spurning to earth that lauded name, Delay, allow 

“their hands no slumber. 

6. I know not what plan I could hit on to propose. 
*Tis the doer’s part likewise to do the planning. 

7. I too am of this mind, for 1 know no way how 
by mere words to bring the dead back to life. 

8. What! To prolong our lives shall we thus 
submit to the rule of those defilers of the house ? 

9. No, it is not to be endured. No, death were 
better, for that were a milder lot than tyranny. 
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AGAMEMNON 


10. And shall we, upon the evidence of mere 
groans, divine that our lord is dead ? 

11. We should be sure of the facts ere we indulge 
our wrath. For surmise differs from assurance. 

12. I am supported on all sides to approve this 
course—that we have clear assurance how it stands 
with Atreus’ son. 

[The bodies of Agamemnon and Cassandra are 
disclosed ; the Queen stands by their side 


CLYTAEMESTRA 


Much have I said before to serve my need and I 
shall feel no shame to contradict it now. For how 
else could one, devising hate against a hated foe 
who bears the semblance of a friend, fence the 
snares of ruin too high to be o’erleaped? This is 
the crisis of an ancient feud, pondered by me of 
old, and it has come—howbeit long delayed. I 
stand where I dealt the blow ; my purpose is achieved. 
Thus have I wrought the deed—deny it I will not 
Round him, like as to catch a haul of fish, I cast a 
net impassable—a fatal wealth of robe—so that he 
should neither escape nor ward off doom. Twice I 
smote him, and with two groans his limbs relaxed. 
Once he had fallen, I dealt him yet a third stroke 
to grace my prayer to the infernal Zeus, the saviour 
of the dead. Fallen thus, he gasped away his life, 
and as he breathed forth quick spurts of blood, he 
‘smote me with dark drops of ensanguined dew ; 
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AGAMEMNON 


while I rejoiced no less than the sown earth is 
gladdened in heaven’s refreshing rain at the birth- 
time of the flower buds. 

Since then the case stands thus, ye Argive ancients, 
rejoice ye, if ye would rejoice ; as for me, I glory in 
the deed. And had it been a fitting act to pour 
libations on the corpse, over him this had been done 
justly, aye more than justly. With so many accursed 
ills hath he filled the mixing-bowl in his own house, 
and now he hath come home and himself drained 
it to the dregs. 


Crorus 


We marvel at thy tongue, how bold-mouthed 
thou art, that over thy husband thou canst utter 
such a vaunting speech. 


CLYTAEMESTRA 


Ye are proving me as if I were a witless woman. 
But my heart quails not, and I say to you who know 
it well—and whether ye are minded to praise or 
to blame me, ‘tis all one—here is Agamemnon, my 
husband, done to death, the work of this right hand, 
a workman true. So stands the case. 


Crorus 


Woman, what poisonous herb nourished by the 
earth hast thou tasted, what potion drawn from the 
flowing sea, that thou hast taken upon thyself this 
maddened rage and execration of the public voice ? 
Thou hast cast him off; thou hast cut him off; and 
out from the land shalt thou be cast, a burthen of 
hatred unto thy people. 
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CLYTAEMESTRA 


_ “Tis now that thou wouldst doom me to exile from 
the land, to the hatred of my people and the execra- 
tion of the public voice; though then thou hadst 
naught to urge against him that lieth here. And 
yet he, recking no more than if it had been a beast 
that perished—though sheep were plenty in his 
fleecy folds—he sacrificed his own child, even her 
I bore with dearest travail, to charm the blasts of 
Thrace. Is it not ke whom thou shouldst have 
banished from this land in requital for his polluting 
deed? No! When thou arraignest what J have 
done, thou art a stern judge. Well, I warn thee : 
menace me thus on the understanding that I am 
prepared, conditions equal, to let thee lord it over 
me if thou shalt vanquish me by force. But if God 
shall bring the contrary to pass, thou shalt learn 
iscretion though taught the lesson late. 














CuHorus 


Haughty of spirit art thou and overweening is 
hy speech. Even as thy mind is maddened by thy 
eed of blood, upon thy visage a stain of blood 
howeth full plain to behold. Reft of all honour, 
orsaken of thy friends, thou shalt hereafter atone 
or stroke with stroke. 


CLYTAEMESTRA 


This too thou hearest, this the righteous sanction 
f my oath: By Justice, exacted for my child, by 
Ate, by the Avenging Spirit, unto whom I sacrificed 
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AGAMEMNON 


yon man, hope doth not tread for me the halls of 
fear, so long as the fire upon my hearth is kindled 
by Aegisthus, loyal in heart to me as in days gone 
by. For he is no slight shield of confidence to me. 
Here lies the man that did me wrong, minion of 
each Chryseis at Ilium; and here she lies, his 
captive, and auguress, and concubine, his oracular 
faithful bedfellow, yet equally familiar with the 
seamen’s benches. The pair has met no undeserved 
fate. For he lies thus ; while she, who, like a swan, 
hath sung her last Jament in death, lies here, his 
beloved ; but to me she has brought for my bed an 
added relish to my luxury. 


Cuorvus 


Alas! Ah that some fate, free from excess of °~ 


suffering, nor yet with lingering bed of pain, might 


come full soon and bring to us everlasting and end- ~— 


less sleep, now that our most gracious guardian hath 
been laid low, who in a woman’s cause had much 
endured and by a woman’s hand hath lost his life. 
O infatuate Helen, who didst of thyself alone work 
the destruction of these many lives, these lives 
exceeding many, beneath the walls of Troy. Now 
thou hast bedecked thyself with thy final crown, 
that shall long last in memory, by reason of blood 
not to be washed away. Verily in those days there 
dwelt in the house a spirit of strife, an affliction that _ 
hath subdued its lord. 


4 gidjrus F. 5 rapowéynpa: Casaubon. 
6 <i> Blomfield. 7 wapavéuous: Herm. 
§ [de] Wilam. » rékevay: Wilam, 10 #ris: Schiitz. 
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CLYTAEMESTRA 


Burthen not thyself with thoughts such as these, 
nor invoke upon thyself the fate of death. Nor yet 
turn thy wrath upon Helen, and deem her a slayer 
of men, as if she alone had destroyed many a Danaan 
life and had wrought anguish past all cure. 


Cuorus 


O thou Fiend that fallest upon this house and 
Tantalus’ twain descendants," thou that by the hands 
of women dost wield a sway matching their temper, 
a sway bitter to my soul! Perched o’er his body 
like a hateful raven, in hoarse notes she chanteth 
her song of triumph. 

O infatuate Helen who didst of thyself alone work 
the destruction of these many lives, these lives 
exceeding many, beneath the walls of Troy. Now 
thou hast bedecked thyself with thy final crown, 
that shall long last in memory by reason of blood 
not to be washed away. Verily in those days there 
dwelt in the house a spirit of strife, an affliction that 
hath subdued its lord. 


CLYTAEMESTRA 


Now thou hast set aright the judgment of thy 
lips in that thou namest the thrice-gorged Fiend of 


7 Agamemnon and Menelatis. 





7 gradeis: Stanley. 8 éxvouws N, éevvduws FV3, 

® Sépnors “UE! Butler, vexpg Enger. After]. 1474, ll. 1455- 
1461 repeated as refrain by Burney. 

10 rpmdxuov; Bamberger. 
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AGAMEMNON 


this race. For from him it cometh that the lust for 
lapping blood is fostered in the maw; ere ever the 
ancient wound is healed, fresh blood is spilled. 


Cuorus 


Verily of a mighty Fiend thou tellest, haunting 
the house, and heavy in his wrath (alas, alas !)—an 
evil tale of baneful fate insatiate ; woe, woe, by will 
of Zeus, author of all, worker of all! For what is 
brought to pass for mortal men save by will of Zeus ? 
What herein is not wrought of Heaven ? 


Alas, alas, my King, my King, how shall I bewail 
thee? How voice my heartfelt love for thee? 
To lie in this spider’s web, breathing forth thy life 
in impious death! Ah me, to lie on this ignoble 
bed, struck down in treacherous death wrought by 
a weapon of double edge wielded by the hand of 
thine own wife ! 


CLYTAEMESTRA 


Dost thou affirm this deed is mine? Nay, imagine 
not that I am Agamemnon’s spouse. Taking the 
semblance of the wife of yon corpse, the ancient 
bitter evil genius of Atreus, that grim banqueter, 
hath offered him in payment, sacrificing a full-grown 
victim in vengeance for those slain babes. 





1 yeipee: Wellauer (ve(py Casaubon), 
2 olxots Totode : Schneider. 
2 rravepyéra N, ravepyérav FV3. 
4 <Oduapros> Enger. 5 dréricev: Kirchhoff. 
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1 76, 7H: Auratus. 
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Cuorvus 


That thou art guiltless of this murder—who will 
bear thee witness? Nay, nay! And yet the evil 
genius of his sire might well be thine abettor. By 
force “mid streams of kindred blood black Havoc 
presseth on to where he shall grant vengeance for 
the gore of children served for meat. 


Alas, alas, my King, my King, how shall I bewail 
thee? How voice my heartfelt love for thee? To 
lie in this spider’s web, breathing forth thy life in 
impious death! Ah me, to lie on this ignoble bed, 
struck down in treacherous death wrought by a 
weapon of double edge wielded by the hand of 
thine own wife ! 


CLYTAEMESTRA 


{Neither do I think he met an ignoble death.] 
And did he not then himself by treachery bring 
ruin on his house? Yet, as he hath suffered— 
- worthy meed of worthy deed—for what he did unto 
my sweet flower, shoot sprung from him, the sore- 
wept Iphigenia, let him make no high vaunt in the 
halls of Hades, since with death dealt him by the 
sword he hath paid for what he first began. 





2 dro 6 ai: Scholefield (dikny Butler). 
3 xpooBaivwy: Canter. 
4 ]l. 1521-22 bracketed by Seidler. 
5 rodvKhavrév t’: Porson, 
® avdéia Spécas: Herm. 7 +loas: Kirchhoff. 
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AGAMEMNON 


Curorus 


Bereft of any ready expedient of thought, I am 
bewildered whither to turn now that the house is 
tottering. 1 fear the beating storm of bloody rain 
that shakes the house; no longer doth it descend 
in drops. Yet on other whetstones Destiny is 
whetting justice for another deed of bale. 

O Earth, Earth, would thou hadst taken me to 
thyself ere ever I had lived to see this my liege the 
tenant of the lowly bed of a silver-sided laver! 
Who shall bury him? Who shall lament him? 
Wilt thou harden thy heart to do this—thou who 
hast slain thine own husband—to make lament for 
him and crown thy unholy work with a graceless 
grace to his spirit in atonement for thy monstrous 
deeds? And who, as with tears he utters his praise 
over the hero’s grave, shall sorrow in sincerity of 
heart ? 


CLYTAEMESTRA 


*Tis no concern of thine to care for this office. 
By our hands he fell, and met his death; and at 
our hands he shall have burial—not with wailings 
from his household. No! Iphigenia, his daughter, 
as is due, shall meet her father lovingly at the 
swift-flowing ford of sorrows, and flinging round 
him her arms shall kiss him. 








1 eimddapvov: Porson. 2 Wexas: Blomfield. 
3 dixn FV3?N2, dtxa V3}, dika N?: Auratus. 
4 Ofyec: Herm. 5 Onyavas: Pauw. 
§ Spoiras: Kirchhoff. 7 xapetvary: Solmsen. 


8 Wuxny dxap: E. A. J. Ahrens. 
© éxiriuBros alvos: I. Voss. 
10 uédypa héyew: Karsten, 1 'Tevyévecar tv’: Auratus, 
12 yetpa: Porson. 13 didjon (-y): Abresch, 
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Cuorus 


Reproach thus meeteth reproach in turn—vain 
is all effort to decide. The spoiler is spoiled, the 
slayer maketh atonement. Yet, while Zeus abideth 
on his throne, it abideth that to him who doeth it 
shall be done—for it is an ordinance. Who can cast 
from out the house the seed of the curse? The 
race is fast-bound in calamity. 

O Earth, Earth, would thou hadst taken me to 
thyself ere ever I had lived to see this my liege the 
tenant of the lowly bed of a silver-sided laver ! 
Who shall bury him? Who shall lament him? 
Wilt thou harden thy heart to do this—thou who 
hast slain thine own husband—to make lament for 
him and crown thy unholy work with a graceless 
grace to his spirit in atonement for thy monstrous 
deeds? And who, as with tears he utters his praise 
over the hero’s grave, shall sorrow in sincerity of 
heart ? 


CLYTAEMESTRA 


Upon this divine deliverance hast thou rightly 
touched. As for me, however, J am willing to make 
a sworn compact with the Fiend of the house of 
Pleisthenes! that I will be content with what is done, 
hard to endure though it be; and that henceforth 
he shall leave this habitation and bring tribulation 
upon some other race by murder of kin. A small 

1 The Pleisthenidae, here apparently a synonym of 
Atreidae, take their name from Pleisthenes, of whom 
Porphyry in his Questions says that he was the son of 
Atreus and the real father of Agamemnon and Menelaiis ; 
and that, as he died young, without having achieved any 
distinction, his sons were brought up by their grandfather 
and hence called Atreidae. 
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AGAMEMNON 


part of the wealth fully suffices me, if I may but rid 
these halls of the frenzy of mutual murder. 


[Enter Aegisthus with armed retainers 


AEGISTHUS 


Hail gracious light of the day of retribution! At 
last the hour is come when I can say that the 
gods who avenge mortal men look down from on 
high upon the crimes of earth—now that, to my joy, 
I behold this man lying here in a robe spun by the 
Avenging Spirits and making full payment for the 
deeds contrived in craft by his father’s hand. 

For Atreus, lord of this land, this man’s father, 
challenged in his sovereignty, drove forth, from city 
and from home, Thyestes, who (to speak it clearly) 
was my father and his own brother. And when 
that he had come back as a suppliant to his hearth, 
unhappy Thyestes secured such safety for his lot as 
not himself to suffer death and stain with his blood 
his native soil. But Atreus, the godless father of 
this slain man, with weleome more hearty than kind, 
on the pretence that he was celebrating with good 
cheer a festive day with offering of meat, served up 
to my father as entertainment a banquet of his own 
children’s flesh. The toes and fingers he broke off 
. . . sitting apart And when all unwittingly my 
father had forthwith taken portions thereof that 
he could not distinguish, he ate a mea] which, as 
thou seest, hath proved fatal to his race. Anon, 

1 The sense of the lacuna may have been: ‘and over 


them he placed the other parts. This dish my father, sitting 
apart, received as his share.” 


3 etiper’: Dindorf. £ avrod: Blomfield. 
5 Lacuna indicated by Herm., Wilam. 
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1 dy-rlrret: Canter. 2 cpayis: Auratus. 
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4 6é«’ a@Xlw: Schémann, 
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discovering his unhallowed deed, he uttered a great 
ery, reeled back, vomiting forth the slaughtered 
flesh, and invoked a doom intolerable upon the line 
of Pelops, spurning the banquet board to aid his 
curse—‘ thus perish all the race of Pleisthenes ! ” 
For this cause it is that thou beholdest this man 
prostrate here. I it is who planned this murder 
and with justice. For together with my hapless 
father he drove me out, me his third child, as yet 
a babe in swaddling-clothes. But grown to manhood, 
justice has brought me back again. Exile though 
T was, I laid my hand upon my enemy, compassing 
every device of cunning to his ruin. So even death 
were sweet to me now that I behold him in the toils 
of justice. 


Cuorvus 


Aegisthus, insult amid distress I hold dishonour- 
able. Thou sayest that of thine own intent thou 
slewest this man and didst alone plot this piteous 
murder. I tell thee in the hour of justice thou 
thyself—be sure of that—shalt not escape the 
people’s curses and death by stoning at their hand. 


AEGISTHUS 


Dost thou so speak, that sittest at the lower oar 
when those upon the higher thwart control the 
hip ?+ Old as thou art, thou shalt learn how bitter 
it is at thy years to be schooled when prudence is 
he lesson bidden thee. Bonds and the pangs of 
unger are far the best mediciners of wisdom for the 

1 In a bireme, the rowers on the lower tier were called 
laXauira ; those on the upper tier, fevyiras 
5 iddvre N. § rovd’ Eons: Pauw, 
7 decuds N, decudy FVS, 









143 


1625 


1630 


1635 


1640 


AESCHYLUS 


latpopavrets. ody opas dpdv Tdde; 
mpos KévTpa py Adkrile, un Tmaloas’ poyys. 


XOPOS 
, ‘ \ @ 2 s t 2 
yuvat, ob Tods HKovTas eK payns Méevav 
oikoupos etviy avdpos aicxytvwr* aya 
dvdpt otparny@ té6vd’ €BovAevoas pdpov ; 


AIPIZO0% 
Kal Tabra Tan KAauvpdTwv apxnyery. 
‘Opdgei be yAdooay Thy évavriay exets. 
6 pe yap Hye mar dma POoyyfs xapa, 
ot 8 e€opivas varriows* UAdypacw 
aén: kpatndeis S’ Hepdtepos pavy. 
XOPOS 
ws 57 ot por tUpavvos “Apyeiwy ean, 
6s odk, éme.d7) THO’ eBovAevaas® pdpov, 
dpacat 765° Epyov ov« érAns abroxrovws. 
AITIZ00% 
TO yep Sordoau 7™pos yuvanKes qv oadpas: 
eye 3° daomros éxOpos 7° wadavyerys. 
ex tay dé TovdeE? xXpnpdroov TELpaGopaL 
dpyew modirav: TOV dé Ha) metOavopa 
fev& Bapeias odre pout oetpapopov 
Kpavra mBdAov- aA 6 SvodtAns oxdrw?® 
Ads Edvorxos padrOakov af? exoyperat. 
: raloas Herm, from schol. Pind. Pyth. it. 173, rjcas Mss. 


* udxens véov: Wieseler. 3 aicytvous’: Keck. 
* yrlos: Jacob, 5 r@de Bovretoas V3. 
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® ofr: uy: Pauw. ® xérw: Scaliger. 
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instruction even of old age. Hast eyes and lackest 
understanding ? Kick not against the pricks lest 
thou strike to thy hurt. 


Crorus 


Woman that thou art! Skulking at home and 
biding the return of the men from war, the while 
thou wast defiling a hero’s bed, didst thou contrive 
this death against a warrior chief ? 


AEGISTHUS 


These words of thine likewise shall prove a source, 
of tears. The tongue of Orpheus is quite the op- 
posite of thine. He haled all things by the rapture 
of his voice, whilst thou, who hast stirred our wrath 
by thy silly yelping, shalt be haled off. Thou’lt 
show thyself the tamer when put down by force. 
| Cuorus 

As if forsooth thou shouldst ever be my master 
here in Argos, thou who didst contrive our King’s 
death, and then hadst not the courage to do the 
deed by slaying him with thine own hand ! 


AEGISTHUS 


Because to ensnare him was clearly the woman’s 
part ; I was suspect as his enemy of old. However, 
with his gold I shall endeavour to control the 
people; and whosoever is unruly, him I'll yoke 
with a heavy collar—and in sooth he shall be no 
high-fed trace-colt!! No! Loathsome hunger that 
houseth with darkness shall see him gentle. 

1 The trace-horse bore no collar, and was harnessed by 
the side of the pair under the yoke. 
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XOPOS 
ti 87 Tov dvdpa Tévd’ amo puyRs KaKhs 
otk adros nvdpiles, GAAR ve yov7* 
1645 xwpas placpa Kat Oedv eyywpiwv 
a > > , > ie rd + 
extew; “Opéorns apa mov BAéme ddos, 
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TaXa— 
1650 ela 87, Pidor Aoxtrar, Todpyov oby éxas Tdde.” 
XOPOX 


ela 54, £ipos mpdxwmov mas tis edTpembéerw. 


AITT3003 


3 \ > \ is , 2 > f “~ 
GAAG Kaya pV mpdKwros otK dvatvouat Paveiv. 


XOPOZ 
dexopevors A€yeis Oavetv ce: THv TUxNY 8 aipodpeda.' 
KATTAIMH2TPA 
pndapds, d didtar avpdv, dada Spdowpev' kad 
> ~ 
1655 GAAd Kai 7d” eEapqoar woAAd, Svarnvov Bépos.® 
mnuovis 8 dds y’ dmdpyer® pndev atparapeba. 
1 atv yw: Spanheim. 


* Given to the Chorus in uss., to Aegisthus by Stanley. 
§ ¢potueda: Auratus, 
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AGAMEMNON 


Cuorus 


Why then, in the baseness of thy soul, didst thou 
not kill him thyself, but leave his slaying to a woman, 
pest of her country and her country’s gods? Oh, 
doth Orestes haply still behold the light, that, with 
favouring fortune, he may come home and be the 
slayer of this pair with victory complete ? 


AEGISTHUS 


Oh well, since thou art minded thus to act and 
speak, thou shalt be taught a lesson soon. What 
ho! My trusty men-at-arms, your work lies close 
to hand. 





Crorus 


What ho! Let every one make ready his sword 
with hand on hilt. 


AEGISTHUS 
My hand too is laid on hilt and I shrink not from 


death. 
Cuorus 


“Death for thyself,” thou sayest. We hail the 
omen. We welcome fortune’s test. 


CLYTAEMESTRA 


Nay, my beloved, let us work no further ills. 
Even these are many to reap, a wretched harvest. 
Of woe we have enough; let us not spill more blood. 


4 Spdsouev: Vict. 5 6 ows: Schiitz. 
§ trapxe: Scaliger. 7 jparépeda: Stanley. 
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1 orelxere 5° ol yépovres: H. L. Ahrens. 
2 rempwuévous: Madvig. 3 [rotode] Auratus. 
‘ epkavres F, éptavra NV3: Madvig. 
5 kaipdv xpqv : Headlam (apav Housman). 
6 émpatdunv: Vict. 7 y' éxolued’: Martin. 
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AGAMEMNON 


Venerable Elders, betake ye to your homes, and 
yield betimes to destiny before ye come to harm. 
What we did had to be done. But should this trouble 
prove enough, we will accept it, sore smitten as we 
are by the heavy hand of fate. Such is a woman’s 
counsel, if any deign to give it heed. 


AEGISTHUS 


But to think that these men should let their wanton 
tongues thus blossom into speech against me and cast 
about such gibes, putting their fortune to the test! 
To reject wise counsel and insult their master ! 


Cuorus 


It would not be like men of Argos to cringe before 
a knave. 
AEGISTHUS 


Ha! I'll visit thee with vengeance yet in days 
to come. 
Cxorus 


Not if fate shall guide Orestes to return home. 


AEGISTHUS 
Of myself I know that exiles feed on hope. 


CyHorus 


Keep on, grow thee fat, polluting justice, since 
thou canst. 





8 rovade wor: I. Voss. § daiuovas: Casaubon. 
TO) cory , : 
yvapns 6: Stanley. 
11 auapriiroyv FN (om. V3): Casaubon. 
12 <@ pBpioat> Blomfield, 
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AITIZ0O2 


1670 oft or SWcwv drowa Thode pwplas yapw. 
p fjo8e pwplas xdp 


XOPOZ 


Képmacov Oapodv,' ddexrwp ware* Onrelas méAas. 


KAYTAIMH TPA 
‘ , ’ nA. Oo ¢ , gn a 
pa TpoTyHons paraiwy Tavd vAayuatwv: <eye > 
Kal ad Ojcopev Kparobyre THVSe Swat <Kaddds >.’ 


1 @appav: Porson. 2 @orep: Scaliger. 
3 ¢éya> Canter. 4 <kad@s> Auratus. 


AGAMEMNON 


| AEGISTHUS 


Know that thou shalt pay me the penalty to 
requite thy folly. 


Cuorvus 


Brag in thy bravery like a cock besides his hen. 


CLYTAEMESTRA 


Care not for their idle yelpings. I and thou will 
be masters of this house and order it aright. 
{Exeunt omnes 


151 


-THE LIBATION-BEARERS 


TA TOY APAMATO® TPOZOIMA 


OPESTHS 

XOPOZ 
HAEKTPA 
OIKETHZ 
KAYTTAIMHSTPA 
TITAAATIS 
TPOPOZ 
AITIZ002 


DRAMATIS PERSONAE 


ORESTES 

Cuorus of Slave-women 
ELECTRA 

A SERVANT 
CLYTAEMESTRA 

PyiaprEs 

Nurse 

AEGISTHUS 


ScENE.—Argos. 


Time.—The heroic age. 
Datr.—458 z.c., at the City Dionysia. 
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ARGUMENT 


Now when she had slain Agamemnon, Queen Clytae- 
mestra mith her lover Aegisthus ruled in the land of 
Argos. But the spirit of her murdered lord was wroth 
and sent a baleful vision to distress her soul in sleep. 
She dreamed that she gave birth to a serpent and that 
she suckled it, as if it had been a babe; but together 
with the mother’s milk the noxious thing drew clotted 
blood from out her breast. With a scream of horror 
she awoke, and when the seers of the house had tnter- 

preted the portent as a sign of the anger of the nether 

powers, she bade Electra, her daughter, and her serving- 
women bear libations to the tomb of Agamemnon, of 
haply she might placate his angry spirit. 

Now Princess Electra dwelt in the palace, but was 
treated no better than a slave ; but, before that Aga- 
memnon was slain, her brother, Prince Orestes, had been 
sent to abide with his uncle Strophius in a far country, 
even in Phocis. There he had grown to youthful man- 
hood, and on the selfsame day that his mother sought 
to avert the evil omen of her dream, accompanied by his 
cousin Pylades, he came to Argos seeking vengeance for 
his father’s murder. 

__ On the tomb of Agamemnon he places a lock of his 
hair, and when Electra discovers it, she is confident that 
it must be an offering to the dead made by none other than 
her brother. She has been recognized by him by reason of 
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her mourning garb; but not until she has had further 
proof, by signs and tokens, will she be convinced that 
it is he in very truth. 

Orestes makes known that he has been divinely com- 
missioned to his purpose of vengeance. Lord Apollo 
himself has commanded him Wiereto nith threats that, 
if he disobey, he shall be visited nith assaults of the 
Erinyes of his father—banned from the habitations of 
men and the altars of the gods, he shall perish blasted 
in mind and body. 

Grouped about the grave of their father, brother and 
sister, aided by the Jriendly Chorus, implore his ghostly 
assistance to their just cause. Orestes and Pylades, 
disguised as Phocian travellers, are given hospitable 
welcome by Clytaemestra, to whom it ts reported that 
her son is dead. The Queen sends as messenger Orestes’ 
old nurse to summon Aegisthus from outside accompanied 
by his bodyguard. The Chorus persuades her to alter 
the message and bid him come unattended. His death 
as quickly followed by that of Clytaemestra, whose appeals 
for mercy are rejected by her son. Orestes, displaying 
the bloody robe in which his Sather had been entangled 
when struck down, proclaims the justice of his deed. 
But has wits begin to wander ; the Erinyes of his mother, 
unseen by the others, appear before his disordered vision ; 
he rushes from the scene. 
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1 3¢ a , as i , , 
CEpuq x@one, matp@’ énonredwy xpdrn, 
awTnp yevod or Evdupayds 7” aitovuperw: 
qKw yap és yhv tyv8e Kal Katépxomar. 
tUuBov 8° én’ dy8w 7Hd_ Knpdoow TaTpi 
KAvEeW, aKxodcar. 5 ; F ; 
: red) - : . 
rd > £4 " é 
; TAdKxapov “Ivax@ Openrijptov. 
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ov yap Tapav @puwka adv, TaTEp, jLopov 
20> 367 a guesrees) ae a 
088” e&érewa yelp’ em exdopa® vexpod.> 


®t xphua Aedoow; tis 708” HO Spryupis 
oteixer yuvaxdy ddpecw pedayyxipors 


1 Il. 1-9 supplied: 1-5 by Canter from Aristoph. Ranae 
1126-1128, 1172, 1173; 6-7 by Stanley from schol. Pind. 
Pyth. iv. 145 ; 8-9 by Dindorf from schol. Eur. Ale. 768. 

7 éxpopa: Vat. 909, 

* Here begin M and its copy Guelferbytanus 88. ‘The 
ms. readings cited are those of M except when Guelf. is 
mentioned (G). 


1! Hermes is invoked (1) as a god of the lower world, 
because he is the “ conductor of souls ” and herald between 


158 


{ Egle 616 dominate netrer word 
Ne >) 


THE LIBATION-BEARERS 


[Scene : The tomb of Agamemnon. Enter 
Orestes and Pylades] 


ORESTES 


Hermes of the nether world, thou who dost guard 
the powers that are thy sire’s,! prove thyself my 
saviour and ally, I beseech thee, now that I am come 
to this Jand and am returning home from exile. 
On this mounded grave I cry unto my father to 
hearken, to give ear... . 

[Lo, I bring] a lock to Inachus? in requital for my 
nurture ; and here, a second, in token of my grief. 

For I was not present, father, to bewail thy death, 
nor did I stretch forth my hand for thy corpse to be 
borne out to burial. 

What is it I behold? What may be this throng 
of women that wends its way hither marked by their 


the celestial and infernal gods (]. 124), and can thus convey 
Orestes’ appeal to the rulers of the dead and to the spirit 
of his father ; (2) as administrator of the powers committed 
to him by his father, Zeus the Saviour. Some prefer to 
take warp@’ not as rarp#a but as warpge, te. “‘ god of my 
fathers.” 

2 Orestes offers a lock of his hair to do honour to Inachus, 
the river-god of Argos, because rivers were worshipped as 
givers of life. 
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8 > dA 8. +) cal 7 f / 
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Evupdopais memAnypevwr. a 
TA wom a bt pow ae oe Wit ico 
topos 8& DoiBos dpbd0pré dba [avr. a. 
Sduav dvewpopavrts, &€ Brvov KoTov 
1 nedlypactv: Casaubon. 
2 sloacbat: Kirchhoff. * éxmodév: Stanley. 
4 é- ++ (&8qv? M), &8y G: Dindorf (28qv Rob.). 
5 ovyxu-wt corrected to cuvkimrws: Arnaldus. 
® powicoapvypois: Stanley. 7 Scovypoto.: Canter. 
8 adyeor: Wt. Gen. 403. 47, 
® mpiooredvo: (with p over A m) croAuol: Blass. 
10 yap: Laehmann, 
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sable weeds? To what that hath befallen am I 
to refer it? Is it some new sorrow that cometh 
upon the house? Or am I right in my surmise that 
it is in honour of my sire that they bear these liba- 
tions to appease the powers below? It can be only 
for this cause ; for, methinks, it is indeed mine own 
sister Electra who advances yonder, conspicuous 
among the rest by her bitter mourning. Oh grant 
me, Zeus, to avenge my father’s death, and of thy 
grace lend me thine aid ! 

Pylades, let us stand apart, that I may learn of 
a surety what this band of suppliant women may 
import. [ait Orestes and Pylades 


[inter Electra with women carrying libations 


Cuorvus 


Sent forth from the palace I am come to convey 
libations to the accompaniment of blows dealt swift 
and sharp by my hands. My cheek is marked with 
bloody gashes where my nails have cut fresh furrows 
—and yet throughout all my life my heart is fed 
with lamentation. To the tune of grievous blows 
the rendings sounded loud as they made havoc of 
my vesture of woven linen where my bosom is 
covered! by a robe smitten by reason of fortunes 
stranger to all mirth. 

For with thrilling voice that set each hair on end, 
the inspiring power who divines for the house in 


1 srokug goes closely with rérdwy, “ enfolding robe.” 
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1 Braye, xe over xe mM. 2 yuvaxloow : Vict, 
3 acrvav: Blomfield. 4 <re> Porson. 
5 €kaxov: Turn, ® dyapw: Elmsley. 
7 piddet: Stanley, ® éxBd\Nev: Stanley. 
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dreams, with breath of wrath in sleep, at dead 
of night uttered a cry for terror from the inmost 
chamber, falling heavily upon the women’s bower.t 
And the readers of dreams like these, interpreting 
|Heaven’s will under pledge, declared that those 
| beneath the earth complain in bitter anger and are 
wroth against their slayers. 

Purposing such a graceless grace to ward off ill 
{(O mother Earth!), she sendeth me forth, godless 
} woman that she is. But I am afraid to utter the 

words she bade me speak. For what redemption is 

there for blood once fallen on the earth? Ah, 
hearth of utter grief! Ah, house laid low in ruin ! 

Darkness, unillumined of the sun and loathed of 
|men, enshrouds the house now that its lord hath 

been done to death. 

The awe of majesty that of yore none might with- 
stand, none resist, none quell, that pierced the 
public ear and heart, is now cast off. But fear men 
feel. lor Suecess—this, in men’s eyes, is God and 
more than God. But the balanced scale of Justice 
keepeth watch: swift it descendeth on some who 


1 The language of the passage is accommodated to a 
double purpose: (1) to indicate an oracular deliverance on 
the part of the inspired prophetess at Delphi, and (2) to 
show the alarming nature of Clytaemestra’s dream ; while 
certain limiting expressions (as dwpdvuxrov, txvev) show the 
points of difference. “ Phoebus” is used for a prophetic 
* possession,’ which assails Clytaemestra as a nightmare 
(ep. Bapis ritvwy) ; so that her vision is itself called an dvepé- 
Mavris. 





® \uypov : Canter. 10 rédy: Dindorf. 
UX Secroteu: Aldina. 12 déduavrov: Herm. 
18 dpéves: Vict. M éuBporota:: Vict. 
% dixav: Turn. (sor) rs dixys Schol.). 16 rois: Turn. 
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1 ypovltovr’: Dindorf. 2 [Bpvec] Herm. 
3 &xmrodev: Schiitz, 4 dcappvdav : Lobeck. 
5 <6’> Schiitz. 8 drm: Schiitz. 


7 After L. 70, 1. 65 repeated: del. Heath. 
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still stand in the light; sometimes sorrows await 
them that tarry in the twilight of life’s close ; and 
some are enshrouded by ineffectual night. 

Because of blood drunk to her fill by fostering 
earth, the vengeful gore lieth clotted and will not 
dissolve away. Calamity, racking his soul, distracts 
| the guilty man so that he is steeped in misery utter 
and complete. 

But for him that violateth a bridal bower there is no 
cure ; so, albeit all streams flow in one current to 
cleanse the blood from a polluted hand, they speed 
their course to no avail. 

For me—since the gods laid constraining doom 
| about my city (for from my father’s house they led 
me to the fate of slavery)—it beseemeth, against my 
will, to conquer my bitter hate and submit to the 
behests—or just or unjust—of my masters. Yet 
‘neath my veil, my heart chilled by secret grief, 
I bewail the foul undoing of my lord. 


ELECTRA 


Ye handmaidens, who duly order the household’s 
cares, since ye are present here to attend me in 
this rite of supplication, give me your advice touching 
this. While I pour these offerings of sorrow, what 


8 oiyovrs: Stephanus. » Balvovres: Bamberger. 

10 y~atpozve%}: Porson. 11 lofcav: Musgrave. 

12 Gryv with a over 7: uaryy Scaliger: udrav Heath. 

13 <¢u’> Conington. 

4 lh, 78-80 dlxaca mpémovr’ dpxas (dw’ apyas.Schol.) Blov Big 
eponevov alvécar mixpwv (mexpdy Schol.): Big perv H. L. 
Ahrens, mpérov Big Wilam. 18 rayvounévyv: Turn. 

18 rigdw (olwar TOUBw mM) be xdovou: TL Po H. L. Ahrens, 
{6é] Turn, 
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5 éyyéovea: Dindorf. 
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am I to say? How shall I find gracious words, 
how voice the prayer unto my father? Shall I 
say that I bring these offerings to a loved husband 
from a loving wife—from her that is mine own 
mother? Tor that I have not the assurance ; nor 
know I what words to say as I pour this draught 
upon my father’s tomb. Or shall I speak the speech 
that men are wont to use: “ that to those who send 
these funeral honours may he make return with 
good ’’—a gift forsooth to match their evil}? 

Or, in silence and dishonour, even as my father 
perished, shall I pour them out for the earth to drink, 
and then retrace my steps, like as one who carries 
forth refuse from a rite, hurling the vessel from me 
with averted eyes? 

Herein, my friends, be ye my fellow-counsellors ; 
for common is the hate we cherish within the house. 
Hide not your counsel in your hearts through fear 
of any. For the fated hour awaits alike the free 
and him made bondsman by another’s might. If 
thou hast a better course to urge, oh speak ! 


Cuorus 


In reverence for thy father’s tomb, like as it were 
an altar, I will voice my inmost thoughts, since thou 
commandest me. 


Evecrra 
Speak, even as thou hast reverence for my father’s 


grave, 


1“ Their evil” is unexpectedly substituted for ‘“‘ their 
good.” ‘The question is ironical, since it was natural for 
a Greek to return evil for evil (cp. 123). 
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Cuorvus 


The while thou pourest, utter words fraught with 
good to loyal hearts. 


ELECTRA 










And to whom of those near to me am I to give 
this name ? 


Cuorus 
To thyself first—then to all who hate Aegisthus. 


ELECTRA 

- For myself then and for thee as well shall I make 
this prayer ? 

Cuorus 
It is for thee, using thy judgment, forthwith to 
consider that thyself. 

ELectra 
Who else then is there that I am to add to our 
company ? 

Cuorus 
Forget not Orestes, though he be still from home. 


ELECTRA 


Well said! Most excellently hast thou admonished 
1e. ' 


CHorus 
For the guilty murderers now, with mindful 
hought— 

ELEcTRA 
What shall I pray? Instruct my inexperience, 
rescribe the form. 
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Cuorvus 


.That upon them there may come some one or 
god or mortal— 
ELECTRA 


As judge or as avenger, meanest thou ? 


Cuorvus 


Say in plain speech “ one who shall take life for 
hfe i 
Evectra 


And is this a righteous thing for me to ask of 
Heaven ?~ 3 
Cuorus 


Righteous? How not? To requite an enemy 
evil for evil ! 
ELecrra 


Herald supreme between the world above and world 
below, O nether Hermes, come to my aid and summon 
me the spirits beneath the earth to attend my 
prayers, spirits that keep watch o’er my father’s 
house, aye, and Earth herself, that bringeth all things 
to birth, and, having nurtured them, receiveth their 
increase in turn. And I the while, as I pour these 
lustral offerings to the dead, invoke my father and 
thus voice my prayer: ‘‘ Have compassion both on 
me and on dear Orestes! How shall we be lords 
in our estate? For now we are vagrants, as it 
were, bartered away by her that bare us, by her who 
in exchange hath bought Aegisthus as her mate, 
even him who was her partner in thy murder. As 
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for me, I am no better than a slave, Orestes 
is an outcast from his substance, while they in 
insolence of pride wanton bravely in the winnings 
of thy toil. Yet may Orestes come home—and with 
happy fortune! This is my prayer to thee, and do 
thou hearken unto me, my father. For myself, oh 
grant that I may prove in heart more chaste, far 
more, than my mother and in hand more innocent. 

These invocations on our behalf; but for our foes 
I implore that there appear one who will avenge 
thee, father, and that thy slayers may be slain in 
just retribution. (Tis thus I interrupt my prayer for 
good, for them uttering this prayer for evil.) But 
to us be thou a bringer of blessings to the upper 
world by favour of the gods and Earth and Justice 
crowned with victory.” [She pours out the libations 

Such are my prayers, and over them I pour out 
these libations. “Tis your due service to crown them 
with flowers of lamentation, raising your voices in a 
chant for the dead. 


Cuorvus 


Pour forth your tears, plashing as they fall for 
our fallen lord, to accompany this protection against 
evil—this means to avert from the good the loathed 
pollution of outpoured libations. Hearken unto 
me, oh hearken, my august lord, with thy gloom- 
enshrouded spirit.” 

1 An alternative rendering is: . . . ‘‘ fallen lord, on this 
barrier against ill and good (i.e. the tomb), to avert the 
cursed pollution, now that the libations have been poured 
out.” : 

2 Or dyavpds may mean “feeble,” “helpless,” to contrast 
the spirit of the dead with that of the living. But cp. 323. 
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Woe, woe, woe! Oh for a man mighty with the 
spear to deliver the house, a very god of war, brandish- 
ing in the fray the Scythian rebounding bow and 
wielding in close combat his hilted brand ! 
| [As they conclude, Electra discovers 
| the lock of Orestes’ hair 


| ELEcTRA 
My father hath by now received the libations, 


which the earth hath quaffed. But here is startling 
news! Share it with me. 


Cuorus 


Speak on—and yet my heart is dancing with fear. 


ELecrra 


I see here a lock, a shorn offering for the tomb. 


Cuorus 


Whose can it be—some man’s or some deep- 
girdled maid’s ? 
ELEectTRA 


That is easy to conjecture—anyone may guess. 


Cuorus 


How then? Let my age be lessoned by thy 
youth. 
ELECTRA 


There is no one who could have shorn it save— 
myself. 
4 dé, rov: yardrous Turn. After 1. 164M has 1. 124. 


5 dvopxetrac: ‘Turn, 
® xeiperd ve (with mw over yew m): Turn. 
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Cuorus 


Aye, for foes are they whom it had beseemed to 
make such mournful offering of their hair. 


ELectra 


And further, to look upon, ’tis very like— 


Ciorus 


Whose locks? ‘This I fain would know. 


ELECTRA 


Our own—yes, very like, to look upon. 


Cnorus 


Can it then be that Orestes offered it in secret 
here ? 
ELEcTRA 


"Tis his curling locks that it most resembles. 


Cuorvus 
But how did ke venture to come hither ? 


ELecrra 


He hath but sent this shorn lock to do honour to 
his sire. 
Cnorvus 


In thy words lies still greater cause for tears, if 
he shall never more set foot upon this land. 
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ELEcTRA 


Over my heart, too, there sweeps a surge of 
bitterness, and I am smitten as if a sword had stabbed 
me through and through. From my eyes thirsty 
drops of a stormy flood fall unchecked at sight of 
this tress. For\how can I expect to find that some- 
one else, some townsman, owns this lock ? Nor yet 
in truth did she shear it from her head—she the 
murderess, my own mother, who towards her 
children hath taken to herself a godless spirit ill- 
according with the name of mother. But, for my 
part, how am I to assent to this outright—that it 
adorned the head of him who is dearest to me in all 
the world, Orestes? Ah no! hope but flatters me. 

Ah me! If only, like a messenger, it had a kindly 
voice so that I were not tossed by my distracted 
thoughts—but would plainly bid me spurn away this 
tress, had it been severed from a hated head ; or, 
if it claimed kin to me, would share my grief, an 
adornment to this tomb and a tribute to my sire. 

But Heaven, which I invoke, knoweth by what 
storms we are tossed like men upon the sea. Yet, 
if it is our fate to win safety, from a little seed may 
spring a mighty stock. 

And lo! why here are tracks—a second proof— 
tracks of feet, matching cach other—and like unto 
my own! Yes, for here are two sorts of footprints, 
his own and some companion’s. The heels and 
markings of the tendons agree in their proportions 
with mine own tracks. I am in torment, my brain 


is in a whirl ! [Enter Orestes 
1 éraldnv: Canter. 2 unknvevocduny: Turn. 
3 cagpyrvi: Paley. 4 dixy: Aldina. 


5 roday 5: Turn. 
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ORESTES 
Make acknowledgment to Heaven that thy prayers 
have been fulfilled, and pray that for the future 
success attend thec. 
ELEcTRA 
How so? Wherein have I now obtained success 
by Heaven’s grace ? 
ORESTES 
Thou hast come to the sight of that for which thou 
hast prayed for long. 
ELEcTRA 


And whom of men dost thou know I was invoking ? 


OreEstTES 


I know that for Orestes thou art much em- 
passioned. 
ELecrra 
And wherein then have I found answer to my 
prayers ? 
OreESTES 


Here am I. Seek for no nearer friend than me. 


ELEcTRA 
Nay, surely, sir, tis some snare that thou art 
weaving about me? 
OreESTES 
*Tis then against myself that I am devising plots. 
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ELECTRA 


Nay, thou art fain to mock at my distress. 


ORESTES 


At mine own then also, if indeed at thine. 


ELEcrra 


Am I then to address thee as in truth Orestes ? 


ORESTES 


Nay, though thou seest in me his very self, thou 
art but slow to learn. Yet at sight of this shorn 
tress of mourning and when thou wast scanning 
the footprints of my tracks, thy thought took wings 
and thou didst deem it was I thou didst behold. 
Put to the spot whence it was shorn the lock of hair 
——thine own brother’s—and mark how it agrees with 
that of my head. And see this piece of weav- 
ing, thy handiwork, the batten strokes and the 
beasts in the design. Control thyself! Be not 
distraught for joy! For our nearest kin, I know, 
are bitter foes to us twain. 


ELECTRA 


O best beloved darling of thy father’s house, 
its hope of saving seed, longed for with tears, trust 
in thy prowess and thou shalt win again thy father’s 
house. © thou fond presence that hath for me 
four parts of love: for father I needs must call 





8 }]. 230-229 transf. Bothe. ® eis dé: Turn. 
10 @ypiov: Bamberger. iL naKmhayey: Turn. 
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thee, and to thee falls the love I should bear my 
mother—she whom I most rightly hate—and the 
love I bore my sister, victim of a pitiless sacrifice ; 
and as brother thou hast been my trust, winning 
reverence even for me, thou only. May Might and 
Justice, with Zeus the third,) supreme over all, lend 
thee their aid ! 


OrESTES 


O Zeus, O Zeus, look upon our cause! Behold 
the orphaned brood of an eagle sire that perished 
in the meshes—aye in the coils—of a fell viper. 
Utterly orphaned are they, gripped by hunger’s 
famine ; for they are not grown to full strength to 
bring their father’s quarry to the nest. So thou 
mayest behold even me and poor Electra here— 
children bereft of their father, outcasts both alike 
from our home. If thou destroyest these nestlings 
of a sire who made sacrifice and paid high worship 
unto thee, from what like hand wilt thou receive 
the homage of rich feasts ? Destroy the offspring 
of the eagle and thou canst not henceforth send 
tokens wherein mankind will trust; nor, if this 
royal stock wither utterly away, will it serve thy 
altars on days of sacrifice of oxen. Oh foster it, and 
thou canst raise a house from low estate to great, 
though now it seemeth utterly o’erthrown. : 


1 Zeus “‘ the third,” because three is the mystical effectual 
number. Zeus ‘the third” is Zeus “ the Saviour” in Suppl. 
25, Hum. 759 ; ep. Agam. 1387. 
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Ciuorus 


O children, O saviours of your father’s hearth, 
speak not so loud, dear children, lest someone over- 
hear and for mere talk’s sake report all this to our 
masters—may I some day behold them dead amidst 
the pitchy ooze of flame ! 


een 

OrREsTES wv 

Of a surety the mighty oracle of Loxias will not pot. 
abandon me, charging me to brave this peril to the ,,,,4,. 


end, and, with loud utterance, proclaiming afflictions 
chilling my warm heart’s blood, if I avenge not my 
father on the guilty ; bidding me, infuriated by the 
loss of my possessions,} slay them in requital even as 
they slew. And with mine own life, he declared, I 
should else pay the debt myself by many grievous 
sufferings. For he spake revealing to mankind the 
wrath of malignant powers from underneath the 
earth, and telling of plagues: leprous ulcers that 
mount with fierce fangs on the flesh, eating away 
its primal nature; and how, upon this disease, a 
white down? should sprout forth. And of other 
assaults of the Avenging Spirits he spake, destined 
to be brought to pass from a father’s blood ; for the 
darkling bolt of the infernal powers, who are stirred 
by slain victims of kindred race calling for venge- 


1 Tucker interprets this ete che to mean “fiercely stern 
with penalties not to be paid with money,” that is, penalties 
demanding the death of the guilty, who may not offer money 
to satisfy the claims of vengeance; and thus an allusion to 
* wer-gild,” known in Homeric times. 
? The down upon the sore, not the temples turned white 
(ep. Leviticus xiii. 3). : 
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1 Transposed from after |. 284: Herm. 2 xparepos: Rob. 
3 Erasure before ofre: <5’ Herm. 4 Gpa: Stanley. 
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ance, and both madness and groundless terrors out 
of the night torment and harass the man, who seeth 
clearly, though he moveth his eyebrows in the dark ; } 
so that, his body marred by the brazen scourge, he 
be even chased in exile from his country. For an 
offender such as this ‘tis not allowed—so the god 
declared—to have part either in the festal bowl or 
in the genial draught; his father’s wrath, albeit 
unseen, bars him from the altar; no one receives 
him or lodges with him ; and at last, unhonoured of 
all, unfriended, he perishes, shrivelled pitifully by a 
death that wastes him utterly away. 

In oracles such as these must I not put my trust ? 
Nay, even if I trust them not, the deed must still 
be done. For many impulses conspire to one con- 
clusion: besides the gad’s behest, my keen grief 
for my father, and withal the pinch of poverty— 
that my countrymen, the most renowned of mankind, 
who overthrew Troy with gallant spirit, should not 
thus be at beck and call of a brace of women; for 
woman he is at heart; or, if he is not, he shall soon 
put it to the test. 

Cuorus 

Ye mighty Fates, through the power of Zeus 
vouchsafe fulfilment thus even as Justice now 
turneth! ‘For word of hate let word of hate be 
said,” crieth Justice aloud as she exacteth the 
debt, ‘“‘and for murderous stroke let murderous 
stroke be paid.’”” ‘To him that doeth, it shall be 
done by,” so saith a precept thrice-aged. 


1 He cannot sleep through terror of the Erinyes of his 
murdered kin whom he has not avenged. 








5 cuumirvovow M, supatrrovow m. 8 xpoométer:; Abresch. . 
7 wotpe with a: over e. § Sixny M, dixn mG. 
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ORrESTES 


O father, unhappy father, by what word or deed 
of mine can I succeed in wafting from afar to thee, 
where thy resting-place holds thee, a light to oppose 
thy darkness? Yet a funeral lament in honour of 
the Atreidae who erst possessed the house is none 
the less a joyous service. 


Cuorus 


My child, the consciousness of the dead is not 
quelled by fire’s ravening jaw; but he bewrayeth 
thereafter what stirreth him. The slain man hath 
his dirge, the guilty man is revealed. Lament for 
fathers and for parents that hath just cause, when 
raised full loud and strong, maketh search on every 
_ hand. 


ELEcTRA 


Hear then, O father, as in turn we mourn with 
plenteous tears. Lo, ‘tis thy children twain that 
bewail thee in a dirge o’er thy tomb. As suppliants 
and as exiles likewise have they sought harbourage 
at thy sepulchre. What is there here of good, what 
free from ill? Is it not hopeless to wrestle against 
doom ? 





1 kadev with 2 over'x m. 2 ioorivowpov: Erfurdt. 
3 [4] Porson. 4 vov: Canter, 
5 rots: Schiitz. 5 émcrupBidios: Herm. 


7 dvacrevater M, dvacrevdgea G. 
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Cuorus 


Yet, Heaven, if so it please, may still turn our 
utterance to sounds of more joyful tone. In place 
of dirges o’er a tomb, a song of triumph within the 
royal halls shall weleome back a reunited friend.t 


ORESTES 


Ah, would that ‘neath Ilium’s walls, my father, 
thou hadst been slain, gashed by some Lycian spear ! 
Then hadst thou left fair renown for thy children 
in their halls, and in their going forth hadst made 
their life admired of men, and in a land beyond the 
sea thou hadst found a tomb heaped high with 
earth—no heavy burthen for thy house to bear— 


Cuorvus 


—Welcomed there below by thy comrades who 
nobly fell, a ruler of august majesty conspicuous 
beneath the earth, and minister of the mightiest, 
the deities who there in the nether world hold rule.” 
For in thy life thou wast a king of them who by their 
power allot the doom of death® and wield the staff 
that all obey. 


1 yeoxpita, lit. ‘“newly-mixed.” As friendship, when 
begun, was pledged by a loving-cup, so Orestes, after his 
long absence, is to be welcomed as a new friend. 


2 Pluto and Proserpine. 
3 He was a king of those princes who have the right to 


apportion life or death to their subjects. 





8 Suarovriovras: Turn. 
® fv with o over vy: Abresch. 
10 riyumddvTwy: Heath. 
U0 rioluBpordy (meveluBpordy Aldina): Pauw. 
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ELECTRA 


Nay, not even ‘neath the walls of Troy, father, 
would I have had thee fall and have thy grave 
beside Scamander’s stream among the other folk 
that perished by the spear. Would rather that his 
murderers had been slain by their own kin, even as 
they slew thee, so that some one in a far-off land, 
knowing naught of these our present troubles, should 
learn their doom of death. 


Corus 


Therein, my child, is thy wish for better than 
gold, for what surpasseth great good fortune, yea 
even that of the supremely blest ;1 since it is eas 
to wish. But now—since the thud of this double 
scourge ? reacheth home—our cause hath already its 
champions beneath the earth, while the hands of the 
other side, though they have the mastery—those 
wretches—are hands unholy. ’Tis the children that 
have gained the day ! 


ORESTES 


This hath pierced the earth and reached thine 
ear,? as it were an arrow. O Zeus, O Zeus, who 


1 The Hyperboreans, a fabulous people dwelling ‘* beyond 
the North wind,” were imagined to live longer and in greater 
felicity than other mortals. 

* The “thud of the double scourge” refers to the appeal 
to the dead, lashing him to vengeance, to the beating of the 
head and breast, and to the stamping on the ground, which, 
like the invocation of the dead, were intended to arouse the 
nether powers. The scourge is ‘‘ double” (cp. Agam. 647) 
because the participants in the scene are the two children 
(1. 334) and the Chorus. 

* The ear of Agamemnon. 
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dost send up from the world below upon the reckless 
and wicked deeds wrought by the hands of men 
their retribution long-deferred—and nevertheless it 
shall be accomplished for a father’s sake. 


Cuorus 


May it be mine to raise a lusty shout in triumph 
over the man when he is stabbed and over the 
woman as she perishes! Wherefore should I strive 
to keep hidden what nevertheless hovers before my 
soul? Full against my heart’s prow wrath bloweth 
keen in rancorous hate. 


ELEcTRA 


And when will mighty Zeus bring down his hand 
upon them—ah me !—and cleave their heads asunder? 
Let the land have pledges thereof! After injustice 
*tis justice I demand as of my right. Hearken, O 
Earth, and ye honoured powers below ! 


Cuorus 


Nay, it is the eternal rule that drops of blood spilt 
upon the ground demand yet other blood. Murder 
crieth aloud on the Spirit of Vengeance, which from 
those slain before bringeth one ruin in another’s 
train. 


! He thus justifies his (unvoiced) prayer, ‘slay my mother.” 





7 Gd’ dvouos: Turn. 
8 Novyov épwwds : Schiitz. ® rporépwy; Portus. 
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ORESTES 


Alas, ye sovereign powers of the world below, 
behold, ye puissant Curses of the slain, behold the 
remnants of the line of Atreus in their helpless 
plight, from house and home cast out in dishonour. 
Which way can we turn, O Zeus ? 


CHorus 


But again my heart throbs as I hear this piteous 
plaint. Anon I am reft of hope and my reins are 
darkened at the words I hear; but when again hope 
uplifts and strengthens me, it puts away my distress, 
dawning brightly upon me. 


ELECTRA 


To what could we more fittingly appeal than to 
those very miseries we have endured—even from 
her who gave us birth? Fawn upon us she may, 
yet they are past all soothing ; for, like a wolf of 
savage heart, our temper from our mother is im- 
placable. 

Corus 


Upon my breast I did beat} an Arian? dirge, even 
after the wont of a Cissian® wailing-woman. With 


1 At the time of Agamemnon’s murder, when the women 
wailed with the extravagance of professional Asiatic mourners. 
Here they repeat those signs of mourning. 

2 Aria was a district of Persia. 8For ‘“ Eranians ” (Old- 
Persian Ariya) the Greeks used “Apo: at least Herodotus 
says this was an ancient name of the Medes. 

3 Cissia formed part of Susiana. 
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clenched blows rained thick and fast one might 
have seen my outstretched hands, now on this side 
now on that, descending from above—from far 
above—till my battered and wretched head resounded 
with the strokes. 


ELECTRA 


Out upon thee, cruel, all-daring mother! In cruel 
burial, a king unattended by his people, unattended 
by lamentation, thou didst find the heart to bury thy 
husband unbewailed. 


ORESTES 


Ah me, thy words spell utter dishonour. Yet 
by God’s help, and by help of mine own hands, 
shall she not make atonement for the dishonour 
done my sire? Let me but take her life, then let 
me die ! 


Cuorvus 


Aye, and he was foully mangled,! I would have 
thee know. And even as she thus buried him, she 
wrought with the design to make the manner of 
his murder a burthen on thy life, past all power to 
bear. Thou hearest the story of the ignominious 
outrage done to thy father. 


1 An allusion to the savage custom by which the ex- 
tremities of the murdered man were cut off, then hung about 
his neck and tied together under the arm-pits (uacxddat). 
At least one object of this ‘‘ arm-pitting ” was to disable the 
spirit of the dead from taking vengeance on the murderer. 
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Mt dgepxrov: Rob. 1% xdvec: Turn. 
p Pes 
16 Sucariwous: Stanley. 


AESCHYLUS 


HAEKTPA 


445 A€yets matp@ov pdpov’ éya 8 areordrouv [avt. 7. 


dryos, ovoev aia: 


\ poxe' 8 adepxtos rodvowods® Kvvos dikav 


\ +” érompdrepa yeAwros dvédepov AiBn, 


xéovea® moAvéaxpuy yoov Kexpuppeva. 


a \ , 
450 Tovatr’ dxovwy ev dpeaiv* ypadou <v —>.° 


XOPOX 
bu wrwy dé ou 
TEéTpauve podov 7 novxw ppvarv® Bacer. 
Ta. pev yap obras €, exe, 
Ta 8 autos Gpya’ pabety. 
455 mpéne 8 dxduntw péver KabjKew. 


4 OPESTHS 


| Yo? . t f a s / 8 
w* = G€ Tor Aéyw, Evyyevot, mdrep, dpidors. 
te, 

a HAEKTPA 


eya 0 emdléyyopat KexAaupeva. 
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OPESTHS 
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1 pvxo6: Stanley. 


[avr. @. 


lop. k. 


[avr. Kk. 


? wodvalvous M (with final s erased): Blomfield. 
® x¢povea M}, xalpovsa M?: Dobree. 4 gpecciv: Rob. 
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ELECTRA 


My father was murdered even as thou tellest. 
But I, the while, despised, accounted as a thing of 
naught, was kept aloof; kennelled,.as I had been a 
vicious cur, in my chamber, I gave free vent to my 
streaming tears—that came more readily than 
laughter—as in my concealment I poured forth my 
lament in plenteous weeping. Hear my tale and 
grave it on thy heart. 


Cuorus 


Aye, let it sink deep into thine ears, but keep 
withal a quiet steadfastness of soul. Thus far the 
case stands thus; but what’s to follow do thou of 
thyself be eager to resolve. Thou must enter the 
lists with wrath inflexible. 


ORESTES 
Father, on thee I call; side with thine own ! 


ELEcTRA 
And I, all tears, join my voice to his. 


Cuorus 


And all our company blend our voices in echoing 
the prayer. Hearken! Come to the light! Side 
with us against the foe ! 


ORESTES 


War-god shall encounter War-god, Right shall 
encounter Right. 


5 An iambus has been lost somewhere in the line. 
8 gpovav: Turn. 7 dpya: Scaliger. 
8 didovot: Porson. » tupBaddec: Pauw. 
¢ 
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ELEcTRA 


O ye gods, decide aright the plea of right ! 


Cuorus 


A shudder steals o’er me as I hear these prayers. 
Doom hath long been waiting, but, in answer to them 
that pray, come it will. 

Ah, trouble inbred in the race and bloody stroke 
of Ruin grating harsh discord! Ah, sorrows lament- 
able and grievous! Ah, the staunchless pain ! 

The house hath a cure to heal these woes—a cure 
not from without, from others’ hand—but from itself, 
by savage strife of blood. To the gods beneath the 
earth this hymn is sung. 

O ye blest powers below, give ear to this our 
supplication, and of your ready will send forth to 
the children your succour unto victory ! 


OrestTES 


O father, who perished by an unroyal death, 
grant, as answer to my prayer, the lordship o’er 
thy halls ! 


ELEctTRA 


And I too, father, have like request of thee— 
to escape when I have wrought great destruction 
upon Aegisthus. 


1 <3lkas> Herm. 2 i&; Herm. 
3 drys: Herm. * éxas: Schiitz. 
5 anwpavarpew: O° dudv Klausen; gow Herm. 
6 ¢rév> Herm. 7 vikmy: Portus. 
8 girovjmevds: Turn. 5 rodde: Turn. 


10 <h0bpov> Herm. 
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HAEKTPA 
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OPEZSTHS 
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OPESTHS 
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1 dv wupoiot: Auratus, 2 mdrep: Rob. 
3 $é7’ : Herm. 4 Go’: Blomfield. 
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ORESTES 


Aye, for then the wonted funeral feasts of men 
would be stablished to thy honour; but otherwise, 
at the rich and savoury banquet of burnt offerings 
made to earth, thou shalt be portionless of honour. 


ELEcTRA 


And I, likewise, of the fulness of my inheritance 
will from my father’s house at-my bridal offer liba- 
tions unto thee ; and before all else I will hold this 
thy tomb in chiefest honour. 


ORESTES 
O Earth, send up my father to watch my battle ! 


ELEcTRA 


O Persephassa, grant us even yet glorious victory ! 


ORESTES 


Father, remember the bath, wherewith thou wast 
robbed of life. 


ELECTRA 


And remember how they devised a strange casting- 
net for thee, 


ORESTES 


Thou wast caught, my father, in gyves forged 
by no smith’s hand. 


ELECTRA 
And in a wrapping shamefully devised. 
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1 dveldecow: Rob. 2 BdéBas: Canter. 
3 otkretipe: Kirchhoff, 4 dlvov M, Alvorv m. 

a 5 aududnrov d¢ rwardv: dpueudh révd’ Canter; éretvarov 
erm, 
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ORESTES 


Father, art thou not roused by such taunts as 
these ? 


JELECTRA 
Dost not uplift that dearest head of thirie? 


ORESTES 


Hither send Justice to battle for those dear to 
thee, or grant us in turn to get like grip! of them, 
if indeed after defeat thou wouldst in turn win 
victory. 

ELEcTRA 


So hearken, father, to this my last appeal as thou 
beholdest these fledglings crouching at thy tomb. 
Have compassion on thy offspring, on the woman 
and at the same time on the male, and let not this 
seed of Pelops’ line be blotted out; for then, in 
spite of death, thou art not dead. For children are 
voices of salvation to a man, though he be dead; 
like corks, they buoy up the net, saving the flaxen 
cord from out the deep. Hearken! For thine own 
sake we make this plaint. Show honour to this our 
plea and thou dost save thyself. 


Cuorus 


In truth, to your content have ye drawn out 
this your plea in showing honour to this un- 
lamented tomb. For the rest, since thy heart 


1 Orestes prays that, as Clytaemestra and Aegisthus had 
“got grip” of Agamemnon by deception, so he may “ get 
like grip ” of them and kill them, 
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> ia A LZ , t 
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1 @avoivr.: Abresch. 2 +d5e changed to réée. 
3 uéow: Turn, 4 ordpec (ec in erasure): Porson. 
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is rightly set on action, put thy fortune to 
the proof and get thee to thy work forth- 
with, 

ORESTES 

It shall be so. But it is in no wise amiss to enquire 

how, from what motive, she came to send libations, 
seeking too late to make requital for a deed past 
remedy. To the unconscious dead they were a 
sorry boon to send; their import I cannot guess. 
The gifts are too paltry for the offence. For, though 
a man pour out his all in atonement for one deed 
of blood, it is labour lost; so runs the saw. If 
indeed thou knowest, resolve me; I am fain to 
learn. ‘ 

Cuorus 


I know, my child, for I was there. It was because 
she was shaken of heart by reason of dreams and 
wandering terrors of the night, that she sent these 
offerings, godless woman that she is. 


ORESTES 
And have ye learnt the nature of the dream so 
as to tell it aright ? 
Crorus 


She dreamed she gave birth to a serpent—such 
is her own account. 
ORESTES 
And where ends the tale and what its consumma- 
tion ? 
Crorus 
That she laid it to rest, as it were a child, in 
swaddling bands. 
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* obxapqv (changed to -pv): Pauw. § broortyos: Schiitz. 
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ORESTES 
What food did it crave, the new-born, noxious 
thing ? 
Cuorvus 
She herself in her dream offered it her breast. 


ORESTES 


Surely her nipple was not unwounded by the 
loathsome beast ? 


Crorus 
No; with the milk it drew clotted blood. 


ORESTES 


Sooth, ’tis not meaningless—the vision means a 
man ! 

: Curorus 

Then from out her sleep she raised a shriek and 
awoke appalled; and many a lamp, which had been 
blinded in the darkness, flared up within the house 
to cheer our mistress. Thereupon she sent these 
libations for the dead, in hope that they might prove 
an effectual cure for her distress. 


ORESTES 


Nay, then, I pray to this earth and to my father’s 
grave that this dream come to its fulfilment in me. 
As I interpret, it fits at every point. For if the 


§ xéchayer: H. L. Ahrens. 7 dvA@dOov: Valckenaer. 
§ cuoxédws (with a second \ superscribed): Vict. 
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snake quitted the same place as 1; if it was furnished 
with my swaddling bands; if it sought to open its 
mouth to take the breast that nourished me, and 
with clotted blood mixed the sweet milk, while she 
for terror shrieked at this: then surely, as she 
hath nourished a portentous thing of horror, so 
she must die—by violence. For I, turned serpent, 
am her slayer, as this dream declares. 


Cuorus 


I choose thy reading of this prodigy. So be it! 
For the rest, give thy friends their parts. Bid 
some what to do, others what to leave undone. 


ORESTES 


‘Tis simple telling. My sister must go within, 
and I charge her to keep concealed this covenant 
with me, to the intent that, as by craft they slew 
a man of high estate, so by craft likewise they may 
be caught and perish in the self-same snare ; even 
as Loxias decreed, lord Apollo, the seer who hath 
never ere this proved false. 

In the guise of an alien, thereto full-equipped, I 
shall come to the outer gate—and with me Pylades, 
whom ye see here, as guest and ally of the house. 
Both of us will speak the speech of Parnassus, imitat- 
ing the utterance of a Phocian tongue. And in 
case no one of the keepers of the door will give 
us hearty welcome, on the plea that the house is 





8 rods 6’ vy: Stanley. ® orixev: Porson. 
10 xreivavras: Rob. 11 66\w re: Hartung. 
2 epepxtous: Turn. 13 otoowev: Turn. 


M4 défour’: Turn. 
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1 Séuas; Boissonade. 2 rapacrlyovra: Vict. 
> zvAmot: Blomfield. 
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visited of Heaven with trouble, then we’ shall so 
wait that any who passeth by the house will make 
surmise and say: “ Why then does Aegisthus have 
his door shut upon his suppliant, if indeed he is at 
home and knows?” 

But if once I shall pass the outermost threshold 
of the gate and shall find that man sitting on my 
father’s throne, or if thereafter coming face to face 
with me he shall—mark well !—lift and cast down 
his eyes ere ever he can say “ Of what land is the 
stranger?” with my swift sword I'll spit him and 
lay him dead. The Avenging Spirit that hath no 
stint of gore shall for her third and crowning 
draught quaff blood unmixed ! 

Now do thou, Electra, keep strict watch of what 
passes within the house, that so our plans may fit 
together well. You [addressing the Chorus] had best 
keep a discreet tongue—to be silent when there is 
need and to speak only what occasion bids. For the 
rest, I call on Him! to cast his glance hither and 
direct for me aright the conflict of the sword. 

[Eweunt Orestes, Pylades, and Electra 


Cuorus 


Full many are the horrors, dread and appalling, 
bred of earth, and the arms of the deep teem with 
hateful monsters. Likewise twixt heaven and earth 
there draw nigh lights? hung aloft in the air; and 


1 Apollo, his champion (Il. 269, 558), whose statue stood 
before the palace (cp. Agam. 513). 2 Meteors. 


10 Bporoiot: Herm. at ienrcls, 
12 reddpapo m: Stanley. 
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winged things and things that walk the earth can 
also tell of the stormy wrath of whirlwinds. 

But of man’s spirit overbold who can tell and of 
the reckless passions of women hardened of soul, co- 
mates with the woes of mortals? Inordinate passion, 
overmastering the female, gains fatal victory over 
the wedded unions of brutes and men alike. 

If any there be who is not light-minded in his 
understanding, let him know this, when he hath 
learned of the device of a lighted brand, planned 
by Thestius’ heartless daughter,’ who wrought the 
ruin of her own child, when that she consumed the 
charred brand, which was to be like-aged with him 
from the hour when he came forth from his mother’s 
womb and cried aloud, and which kept pace with 
him throughout his life unto the day foredoomed 
of fate. 

And there is in legend another dame,? meet 
theme for abomination, a maiden of blood, who 
wrought destruction on one dear to her at the 
bidding of his foes, when, lured by Minos’ gift, the 

1 When Meleager, the child of Althaea, who was daughter 
of Thestius, king of Aectolia, and wife to Oeneus of Calydon, 
was a week old, the Fates appeared to the mother and 
declared that he would die when the brand on the hearth 
was consumed. Whereupon Althaea took the brand and 
put it in a chest; but when Meleager, grown to youthful 
manhood, slew her brothers, she threw it into the fire, and 
her son died suddenly. 

2 Nisus was besieged in his town of Megara by Minos, 
king of Crete. Nisus’ daughter Scylla, being in love with 
Minos, cut from the head of her father the purple hair on 
which his life depended, so that he was slain by the Cretans. 





6 «’ al@oica M, x’ aifovoa m: Canter. 7 6a: Canter. 
8 woipdxpavros (v over s) 6’: Canter. - © Fyap: Dindorf, 
10 g@\\a: Portus. 11 64 rw’: ‘Turn. 

12 gowlay cx0d\dav: Merkel. 13 drédeoev: Rob. 
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Cretan necklace forged of “guid, she reft Nisus 
of his immortal hair, as he drew his breath in un- 
suspecting sleep—dog-hearted that she was. And 
him Hermes? overtook. 

But since I have called to mind tales of pitiless 
afflictions, ’tis the fitting time to tell of a marriage 
void of love, an abomination to the house, and the 
plots devised by a wife’s cunning against her warrior 
lord, against her lord with reason by his foes revered. 
But I hold in honour a hearth and home stranger to 
passion’s fires and in woman a spirit that shrinks 
from audacious deeds. 

Of crimes indeed the Lemnian? holdeth first place 
in story; long hath it been told with groans as a 
calamity abominable : each new horror men liken to 
Lemnian troubles; and by reason of that woeful 
deed, abhorred of the gods, the race hath disappeared, 
cast out in infamy from among mankind. For no 
man holdeth in reverence that which merits Heaven’s 
hate. Is there one of these gathered tales that I do 
not justly cite ? 

But the keen and bitter sword is nigh the breast 
and driveth home its blow at the bidding of Justice. 
For verily the unrighteousness of him who hath un- 


1 Hermes, the conductor to Hades of the souls of the dead. 

2 The women of Lemnos, jealous of Thracian slaves, 
killed their husbands, so that when the Argonauts visited 
the island they found no men. 





6 dxatpws: Weil (formerly), But here, as in Il. 628, 632, 
no one of the many suggestions has altogether freed the 
passage from its almost desperate obscurity. 


? Sytows: Herm. 8 émxétw oéBas: H. L. Ahrens. 
® riwy: Stanley. 10 ¢7’> Herm. 
1 aixuav changed to aixudy. 12 rode with « over ec. 
13 godrat: Herm. M4 oi: Wilam. 
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righteously transgressed the sovereign majesty of 
Zeus lieth on the ground trampled under foot.t 
The anvil of Justice is planted firm. Destiny 
fashioneth her arms and forgeth her sword betimes ; 
and the famed and deep-brooding Spirit of Vengeance 
is bringing the son into the house, to requite at last 
the pollution of blood shed of old. 
(Enter, with attendants, Orestes and 
Pylades before the palace 


ORESTES 


Porter! Porter! Hear the knocking at the outer 
door! Who’s within, porter, porter, I say once more, 
who's at home? Again for the third time I call 
for some one to come forth from the house, if by 
Aegisthus’ will it offers welcome to strangers. 


SERVANT 


Yes, yes, I hear. Of what land is the stranger, 
and whence ? 


ORESTES 


Announce me to the masters of the house ; for it is 
even to them I come as bearer of tidings. And make 
haste, since the car of Night is speeding on with 
darkness, and it is time for wayfarers to drop anchor 
in some house of common entertainment. Bid 
some one come forth who hath authority over the 
house, the mistress that hath charge—yet the 

1 The translation is based on the reading aapexBdvros 


(Stanley) ; but this and all other alterations do not remove 
the difficulties of the original. 





10 Spa (dpa: m): Rob. 1 yediévac: Dindorf. 
18 rarapxos with 6 over the firsta m, rémapyosG. 8 7’: Turn, 
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master were seemlier ; for then no delicacy in speak- 
ing makes words obscure : man speaks to man with 
boldness and sets forth his meaning without reserve. 
[The Servant withdraws. Clytaemestra appears 

at the door with a maid-servant in attendance 


CLYTAEMESTRA 


Strangers, ye have only to declare your need ; for 
we have all that befits this house—warm baths, beds 
to charm away fatigue, and the presence of honest 
eyes. But if, apart from this, there is matter requir- 
ing graver counsel, that is the concern of men, and 
with them we will communicate. 


ORESTES 


I am a stranger, a Daulian of the Phocians. As I 
was on my way, carrying my pack, on business of 
my own, to Argos—-even as I have ended here my 
journey '—a man, a stranger to me as I to him, fell 
in with me, and enquired my way and told me his, 
Strophius, a Phocian (for as we talked I learned his 
name) and said to me, “ Since, in any case, stranger, 
thou art bound for Argos, bear in mind my message 
most sacredly and say to his parents ‘ Orestes is 
dead ’—and let it no wise escape thee. Whether 
his friends decide to bring him home or to bury 
him in the land of his sojourn, an alien utterly 
for evermore, convey their bidding back to me. 
Meantime a bronze urn encloses the ashes of a 
man bewept right well.” Thus much I tell thee as 


1 Literally ‘“‘I have been unyoked,” his feet being his 
horses. 
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} Clytaemestra’s ontward meaning is that, with her sot 
alive and far from the blood-stained house, she had hopec 
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I heard it. Whether by any chance I speak to those 
with whom the question rests and whose concern it 
is, I know not ; but his parent should know the fact. 


CLYTAEMESTRA 


Ah me! Thy tales pells our utter undoing. O 
Curse that hauntest this house—so hard to wrestle 
down—how far thy vision reaches! Even what 
was well bestowed out of harm’s way, thou bringest 
down with thy well-aimed shafts from afar, and 
strippest me of those I love, all unhappy that I am. 
And now Orestes—for well counselling was he in 
keeping his foot out of the slough of destruction; 
but now, the hope that once was within the house 
to medicine its fair revelry—do thou record it as 
abandoning us.! 

ORESTES 


For myself, I am sure, with hosts so prosperous, 
I had rather been made known and welcomed by 
reason of good tidings. For where is good-will 
greater than from guest to host? Yet to my thought 
it had been a breach of sacred duty not to fulfil 
for friends a charge like this when I was bound by 
promise and by hospitality pledged to me. 


CLYTAEMESTRA 


Nay, rest assured, thou shalt receive no less 


that there has been an end of the carousing of the Curses 
(cp. Agam. 1188). That hope is gone—they still hold their 
“fair revelry,” as she ironically calls it. Her inner emotion 
is joy that the hope of Electra is crushed—the hope that 
her brother would return and end the unseemly revelry. 
Reading rapofcay (so M) éyypddy the meaning is ‘“ thou 
dost inscribe it ‘ present’ in thy list.” 
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guerdon than is thy desert nor be the less 
welcome to this house—another would equally 
have borne thy message. But it is the hour 
when strangers who have bcen travelling on a 
long day’s journey should have their proper enter- 
tainment. [Zo an attendant] Conduct him to the 
chambers where the men are hospitably lodged, 
him and his attendants here and fellow-traveller ; 
and let them there be tended as beseems our house. 
I charge thee do this as thou shalt be held to strict 
account. Meantime we will impart this matter 
to the master of the house, and—since we are in 
no lack of friends—will take counsel touching this 
event. [All withdraw except the Chorus 


Cuorus 


Ah, loyal handmaidens of the house, how long 
shall it be before we show forth what power lies 
in our lips to do Orestes service ? 

O hallowed earth, and hallowed high-raised 
barrow that liest now upon the royal form of the 
commander of the fleet, now hearken, now lend 
me aid! Now is the hour for Persuasion with 
her guile to enter the lists with him, and for 
Hermes of the nether world—even he that worketh 
in stealth—to direct this encounter of the deadly 
sword, [Enter Orestes’ Nurse 

Our stranger, methinks, is working mischief ; for 
yonder I see Orestes’ nurse all in tears. Cilissa +! 
whither away? How comes it that thou art thus 
setting foot in the palace-gate, with grief for thy 
unhired companion ? 

1 Slaves were commonly named from their native country. 
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Nurse 


My mistress bids me summon Aegisthus for the We 


strangers with all speed, that he may come and~, 
learn more clearly, as man from man, these tidings 
that have just arrived. Before the servants, indeed, “ 
behind eyes that made sham gloom she hid her Vv 
laughter over what hath befallen happily for her— 
but for this house, the news so plainly told by the 
strangers spells utter ruin. He, I warrant, on hear- ¢ 
ing it, will rejoice in heart when he hears the story. 
Miserable woman that Iam! How the old troubles « 
of every sort, so hard to bear, that befell in this 
house of Atreus, have ever made my heart to ache + 
within my breast! But never yet have J endured 
a blow like this; for all the other troubles I bore 
patiently ; but my beloved Orestes, on whom I 
spent my soul, whom I took from his mother at his 
birth and nursed, and the many and troublesome 
tasks—fruitless for all my enduring them—when 
his loud and urgent eries broke my rest. For the 
senseless thing one must nurse like a dumb beast— 
of course one must—by following its humour. For 
while it is still a babe in swaddling clothes, it has 
no speech at all—whether it be that hunger moves 
it, or thirst belike, or eall of need—children’s young 
inwards work their own relief. ‘These needs I would 
forecast; yet many a time, I trow, mistaken, 
having to wash the child’s linen—laundress and 
nurse had the same offiee. “Twas I who, with these 
two handicrafts, received Orestes at his father’s 
hands. And now, unhappy that I am, I hear that 





"1 robs févous: Pauw. 2 §éro oxvOpwrdv: Conington. 
3 b¢’: Sidgwick. 4 éxeivov: Rob. 5 «al: Portus. 
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Euripides. 
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he is dead. But I am on my way to fetch the man 
who wrought the ruin of the house, and glad enough 
will he be to hear these tidings. 


Cuorus 
How then arrayed does she bid him come? 


Nurse 
How—arrayed? Say it again that I may catch 
thy meaning better. 
Curorus 
With his guards or, maybe, unattended. 


Nurse 
She bids him come with his retinue of spearmen. 


Cnrorus 


Nay, do not thou give this message to our hated 
master; but with all speed and with a cheerful 
heart bid him come himself, alone, that he may be 
told without alarm. For in the mouth of a messenger 
a crooked message is made straight. 


Nurse 


What! Art thou glad of heart at the present 
news ? 
Cuorus 
Why not, if Zeus at last may cause our ill wind 
to change? 
1 A proverbial saying, meant for the Nurse, and not for 


Aegisthus: “In passing through the mouth of its bearer 
a message may be changed as he pleases.” 
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Nurse 


Nay, how can that be? Orestes, the hope of 
the house, is gone. 
Cnorus 
Not yet; he were a poor prophet that would 
interpret thus. 
Nurse 
What sayest thou? Dost know aught beyond 
what has been told ? 


Cuorus 


Go, give thy message! Do what is bidden thee ! 
The gods have care for that whereof they care. 


Nurse 
Well, I will go and do thy bidding. With the 
gods’ blessing may all turn out for the best! = [Eat 
Cuorus 


Now at my supplication, O Zeus, father of the 
Olympian gods, grant that the fortunes of the house 
be firmly established, so that they who rightly desire 
the rule of order may behold it. In justice hath 
my every word been uttered. O Zeus, do thou 
safeguard it ! 

O Zeus, set him that is within the palace before 
his foes ; since, if thou exaltest him, gladly will he 
pay thee with recompense twofold and threefold. 





l Gyyer’: Rob. 2 wédder. . . wéAAw: Aldina. 
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4 6é ov: Bothe. * cw@poowev: Herm. © diadixdoar: Pauw. 
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® my: Seidler. 10 dipas M (c in erasure), 
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Bethink thee that the orphaned colt of one dear 
unto thee is harnessed to the chariot of distress. 
And do thou, setting bounds to his running, grant 
that we may see him keeping a steady pace over 
this course, in the straining stride of a gallop winning 
to the goal !4 

And ye who within the house inhabit the inner 
chamber that exulteth in its wealth, hear me, ye 
gods, that feel with us! By fresh award redeem 
the blood of deeds done of old. May aged Murder 
cease to beget offspring in the house ! 

And thou, that tenantest the mighty, fair-builded 
cavern,” grant that the house of the man may lift 
up its eyes again in joy, and that with glad eyes 
from out its veil of gloom it may behold freedom’s 
radiant light ! 

May Maia’s son,? as rightfully he ought, Jend aid, 
for none can better waft a deed on a favouring course, 
when so he will;4 but by his mysterious utterance 
he bringeth darkness o’er men’s eyes by night, 
and by day he is no whit clearer. 

1 That is, let him bide his time by guarding against haste. 

2 The inner sanctuary of Apollo at Delphi was a narrow 
cave or vault in which, over a cleft, stood a tripod covered 
by a slab on which the prophetess sat (Athenaeus, 701 c, 
Strabo, ix. 641). 

3 Hermes, the patron of guile and god of eloquence. 


4 The bracketed line 815 reads ‘“‘ And many another 
hidden thing he will make plain, if he desires.” 





13 éXevdepiws Aaumpas: Dindorf. 
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And then at last with loud voice shall we sing 
the song of the deliverance of the house, the song 
that women raise when the wind sits fair, and not 
the shrill strain of them that mourn—‘‘ For the 
State this is well. To me, to me, this increaseth 
unto gain, and calamity holdeth aloof from those 
I love.” 

But do thou, with good courage, when the part 
of action comes, cry aloud the name “ Father” 
when she exclaims “ Son,” and despatch the baneful 
but offenceless deed. 

Uplift Perseus’ spirit within thy breast, and for 
those dear to thee below the earth, and for those 
above, exacting the satisfaction of dire wrath, 
work bloody ruin within the house and utterly 
destroy the guilty cause of death. 

[Enter Aegisthus 


AEGISTHUS 


I have come not unasked but summoned by a 
messenger. “lis startling tidings that, as I hear, are 
told by certain strangers who have come, tidings far 
from welcome—that Orestes is dead. To lay this 
too upon the house would prove a fearful burthen 
when it is still festering and galled by the wound 
inflicted by a former murder. How can I deem this 
tale is the living truth? Or is it but a panic-stricken 
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report spread by women that leaps aloft to die away 
in nothingness? What canst thou tell me hereof to 
make it plain of comprehension ? 


Cuorus 


We heard the tale, ‘tis true—but pass within and 
make enquiry of the strangers. The sureness of a 
messenger’s report is naught compared with one’s 
own enquiry of the man himself. 


A&GISTHUS 


I wish to see the messenger and put him to the 
proof again—whether he himself was present at the 
death or but repeats from vague report what he has 
heard. No! Be sure he cannot cheat a mind that’s 
open-eyed. ’ [Bait 

Cuorus 

O Zeus, O Zeus, what am I to say? Wherewith 
shall I begin this my prayer and appeal to the gods ? 
How, in my loyal zeal, can I succeed in finding words 
to match the need? Now is the moment when 
either the blood-stained edges of the blades that 
lay men low are utterly forever more to destroy 
the house of Agamemnon, or else, kindling a flaming 
light in freedom’s cause, Orestes shall win both the 
sway over his realm and the rich possessions of his 
fathers. In such a bout our gallant Orestes, with 
none to second him, is now to cope with two. And 
may it be to triumph ! 

{A shriek is heard from within 


5 jxxtxoros M, fev @yjoxovros m and margin: Turn. 
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Axaistuus (within) 
Oh! Oh! Woe is me! 


Crorus 


Ha! Ha! I say! How goes it? How has it 
been determined for the house? Let us stand 
aloof while the affair is. still unsettled in order that 
we may be accounted blameless in this evil business. 
For the issue of the fighting has now been decided. 

[The Chorus withdraws to the side of the scene ; 
thereupon a servant of Aegisthus rushes in 


SERVANT 


Woe’s me, oh utter. woe! My master’s slain! 
Woe’s me! yet again, for the third time, I cry. 
Aegisthus is no more! Come, open with all speed ! 
Unbar the women’s door! And a right strong arm 
it needs—but not to help him who’s already slain— 
what good in that? Ho! ho! Am I shouting to 
the deaf and wasting my voice in vain on folk asleep ? 
Where’s Clytaemestra gone? What is she doing ? 
Her own neck, nigh the razor’s edge, is now like to 
fall, and rightly, beneath the stroke. 

[Clytaemestra hurries in unattended 


CLYTAEMESTRA 


What's this? What ery for help art thou raising 
in the house ? 


SERVANT 
The dead are killing the living, I say.t 


1 The Greek admits either meaning: ‘ the dead are killing 
the living man” or ‘the living man is killing the dead.” 
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CLYTAEMESTRA 
Oh me! I eatch the meaning of the riddle. By 
guile we are to perish even as we slew. Some- 
one give me a battle-axe, and quick! Let us know 
if we are victors or vanquished; for even to this 
have I come in this evil business. 
[Eait Servant. The door is opened and the 
corpse of Aegisthus is discovered. Near 
by stands Orestes, and at a distance Pylades 


ORESTES 


Thou art the very one I seek. He yonder—he has 
had enough. 


CLYTAEMESTRA 
Oh me! Dead, valiant Aegisthus, my beloved ! 


ORESTES ‘ 

Thou lovest the man? Then in the same grave 
shalt thou lie; and never shalt thou abandon him in 
death, 

CLYTAEMESTRA 

Hold, my son! Have pity, child, upon this breast 
at which full oft, sleeping the while, with toothless 
gums thou didst suek the milk that nourished thee. 


ORESTES 


Pylades, what shall I do? Shall I for pity spare 
my mother ? 
PYLADEs 
What then becomes henceforth of Loxias’ oracles, 
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declared at Pytho, and of our covenant pledged on 
oath? Count all men thy enemies rather than 
the gods. ~ 

ORESTES 


J judge thee victor; thou counsellest me well. 
[To Clytaemestra] Come, this way! By his very 
side I mean to kill thee. And since, while he lived, 
thou heldest him a better man than my sire, sleep 
with him in death, since he is the man thou lovest, 
but hadst hate for him whom thou wast bound 
to love. 

CLYTAEMESTRA 


*Twas I who nourished thee, and with thee I 
would grow old. 
OrReEsTRS 


What! Slay my father and then make thy home 
with me ? , 
CLYTAEMESTRA 


Fate, my child, must share the blame for this. 


ORESTES 


Then it is Fate that hath worked this thy death 
likewise. 
CLYTAEMESTRA 


Hast thou no awe of a parent’s curse, my son ? 


ORESTES 


Thou gavest me birth and yet didst cast me out 
to misery. 
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CLYTAEMESTRA 


Nay, surely I cast thee not out in sending thee 
to the house of an ally. 


ORESTES 


Vilely was I sold, son though I was of a freeborn 
sire, 
CLYTAEMESTRA 


Where then is any price I got for thee ? 


OreEsTES 


Shame forbids that I should reproach thee with 
that outright. 
CLYTAEMESTRA 


Nay, but fail not to proclaim likewise the follies 
of that father of thine. 


ORESTES 


Accuse him not who toiled whilst thou wert sitting 
idle at home. 


CLYTAEMESTRA 


"Tis a cruel thing, my child, for women to be 
deprived of a husband. 


ORESTES 


Aye, but it is the husband’s toil that supports 
them the while they sit at home. 


CLYTAEMESTRA 


Thou art resolved, it seems, my child, to slay 
thy mother. 
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* “fo wail to _a tomb” was a proverbial expression 


according to the Scholiast, who cites the saying, “ ‘tis the 
same thing to ery to a tomb as to a fool.” Here, though in 
strictness {Goa is added only to point the contrast with 
téufov—the sentient being with the senseless thing—it also 
defines the application of riugov to Orestes; and its in- 
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ORESTES 


"Tis thou who wilt slay thyself, not I 


CLYTAEMESTRA 
Take heed, beware the wrathful sleuth-hounds 
that avenge a mother. 
OreESTES 
But my father’s—how shall I escape them, me dl 
leave this deed undone ? 
CLYTAEMESTRA 


Methinks, still living, I wail before a tomb! in vain. 


ORESTES 


Aye, for ‘tis my father’s fate that marks out this 
doom for thee. 


CLYTAEMESTRA 


Ah me, this is the serpent that I bare and suekled ! 


ORESTES 


Aye, a prophet in sooth was the terror from thy 
dream. Thou slewest whom thou shouldst not; so 

uffer what should not be. 
{He forces Clytaemestra nithin ; Pylades follows 


Cuorus 


I have sorrow indeed even for these in their two- 


rtion serves to suggest that Clytaemestra means that, 
hough living, she is bewailing her own death. 
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fold downfall. Yet, since sore-tried Orestes hath 
mounted the crest of many decds of blood, we 
would rather have it thus—that the eye of the 
house should not perish utterly. 

As unto Priam and his sons justice came at last 
in crushing retribution, so unto Agamemnon’s house 
caine a twofold lion, twofold slaughter.1 Unto the 
uttermost hath the exile, the suppliant of Pytho’s 
god, fulfilled his course, urged justly on by counsels 
from above. 

Oh raise a shout of triumph over the escape of 
our master’s house from its misery and the wasting 
of its wealth by a polluted pair, even from a toilsome 
fate ! 

And he hath come whose part is the crafty 
vengeance of stealthy attack; and in the battle his 
hand was guided by her who is in very truth daughter 
of Zeus, breathing wrath to the death upon her 
foes. Justice we mortals call her name, hitting 
well the mark 

Oh raise a shout of triumph over the escape of 
our master’s house from its misery and the wasting 
of its wealth by a polluted pair, even from a toilsome 
fate ! 

The commands loud proclaimed by Loxias, tenant 

1 As a “ twofold” lion (Clytaemestra and Aegisthus) has 
ravaged the house, so there has been a twofold slaughter by 
its defenders. There is no reference to Orestes and Pylades 
or to Agamemnon and Cassandra. 


4 ? Al-ca is here derived from Ac(és) «(ép)a, “‘ daughter of 
eus.”” 








5 dvagvyas: Stanley. ® rpiBas: Stanley. 
7 'rd: Herm. 8 Sovoly patoropow M (dvorv G). 
® dé: 3° év Abresch. 10 G. C. Schneider repeats I]. 949-5, 


11 rapvdoows: Paley. 
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‘ én’ byGer déev: Meineke. ® Sorlas: Schiitz. 


5 Brarrouévay: H. L. Ahrens. 
* &v xpbvos Oeioav: Bothe from xportebetcav Herm. 
5 Gov: Herm, 
° wéyav: Stanley. 7 otkwy: Sidgwick. 
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of Parnassus’ mighty cavern shrine, with guileless 
guile assail the mischief that has become inveterate. 
May the word of God prevail that so J serve not the 
wicked !+ It is right to reverence the rule of Heaven. 

Lo, the light hath come, and I am freed from the 
cruel curb that restrained the household. Arise, ye 
halls! Too long a while have ye lain prostrate on 
the ground. 

But soon shall all-accomplishing Time pass the 
portals of the house when from the hearth all pollu- 
tion shall be driven by cleansing rites that drive 
out calamity. The dice of fortune shall change as 
they fall and lie with faces full fair to behold, well- 
disposed to those who sojourn in the house. 

Lo, the light hath come, and I am freed from the 
cruel curb that restrained the household. Arise ye 
halls! ‘Yoo long a while have ye lain prostrate on 
the ground. 

[Orestes nith the branch and wreath of a suppliant 
as disclosed standing by the bodies. 
With him are Pylades and attendants 
who display the robe of Agamemnon 


ORESTES 
Behold this pair, oppressors of the land, who slew 
my sire and made plunder of my house! Majestic 


1 The translation is based on Hermann’s text: xpareirw 6’ 
ros 7 Oetov rd 4H wu’ | broupyeiv Kaxots. 





10 yapuaurereice xeia 0’: Schwenk. 11 aiel: Aldina. 
12 nioos wav éhdoe. M, with y over « m: édad_ Kayser; 
transposed by Bamberger. ; 


18 cadappots: Herm. M4 Grav éharapiov: Schiitz. 
15 rixa 8° edmpoowrw (with « over final w) xofrac: Franz. 
2a, || Herm: 17 @peopévors: Paley. 


18 perokoddpwr: Schiitz. 1 G,C. Schneider repeats 962-4, 
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1 re xal: Abresch. 2 dédws: Portus. 
3 avrov: Auratus. 
4 vey: Turn. Aéyw from Schol. 5 youov: Portus, 
8 éx go: Rob. 7 wv éxn brd: Vict. 


8 +’ qr’ with y over the first 7 m: Herm, 
* Alyoucay: Olyovs’ dv Rob., @ryoto’ av Blomfield. 
10 xdvdlkov: H. L. Ahrens. 
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they were once what time they sat upon their 
thrones, and loving even now, as one may judge 
by what hath befallen them; and their oath holds 
true to their pledges. ‘Together they swore a league 
of death against my unhappy father, and together 
they swore to die; and well have they kept their 
oath, 

But now again behold, ye who hearken to this 
disastrous cause, the device for binding fast my 
unhappy father, wherewith his hands were manacled, 
his feet were fettered. Spread it out! Stand 
round in a throng, and display it—a covering for 
a man!—that the Father (not mine, but he that 
surveyeth all things in this world, the Sun) may 
behold the impious work of my own mother ; and 
so in the day of judgment may be present as my 
witness that with just cause I pursued this death, 
even my mother’s; for of Aegisthus’ death I speak 
not; for he hath suffered the adulterer’s punishment 
as the law allows. 

But she who devised this abhorrent deed against 
her husband, whose children she had conceived, a 
burthen beneath her zone, a burthen sometime dear, 
but now, as the event shows, of deadly hate—what 
thinkest thou of her? Had she been born sea- 
snake or viper, methinks her very touch without 
her bite had made some other to rot, if shameless- 
ness and wickedness of spirit could do it. 

[He takes up again the bloody robe 

What name shall I give it, be I never so fair- 
spoken? A trap for a wild beast? Or a covering 
for a corpse in his bier,! wrapt round his feet? No, 
rather ‘tis a net—a hunting-net, you might call it, 


1 Spoirns karackivwua also means “ curtain of a bath.” 
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or robes to entangle a man’s feet. This were the 
sort of thing a highwayman might get, who tricks 
strangers and plies a robber’s trade; and with this 
cunning snare he might slay many a man and gladden 
his heart thereby. ~ 

May such a woman not dwell with me in my 
house! Ere that God grant I perish childless ! 


Cuorus 


Alack, alack, woeful work! Wretched was the 
death that ended thee. Alas! alas! And for him 
that surviveth suffering also is blossoming. 


ORESTES 


Did she the deed or not? Nay, my witness is 
this vesture, dyed by Aegisthus’ sword. “is of 
blood this stain, that aideth time to spoil the many 
tinctures of broidered stuff. 

Now at last do I speak his praises; now at last 
I am present to make lament for him, as I address 
this web that wrought my father’s death ; howbeit 
I grieve for deed and punishment and for the whole 
race—my victory is a pollution none need envy. 


Cuorus 


No mortal wight shall scatheless pass his life free 
from all suffering unto the end. Alas! Alas! One 
tribulation cometh to-day, another the morrow. 


7 atat: Bothe, Dindorf. 8 fdpacev: Turn. 
§ dowet altered to dow%: Herwerden, 

0 gdyr': Heath. 1 Grisos: Weil. 

2 duelWerac: Erfurdt. 18 és: @€ Klausen. 


4 ubx80x M, the rest supplied by m (o 8’ 6 per abrly’ 88 ge). 
18 H€e. Turn. | 
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ORESTES 


But—sinee I would have you know—for I know 
not how ‘twill end—methinks I am a charioteer 
driving my team far outside the course; for my 
wits, hard to govern, whirl me away o’ermastered, 
and at my heart fear is fain to sing and dance to a 
tune of wrath. But while [ still retain reason, I pro- 
elaim to those who hold me dear and deelare that 
not without justice did I slay my mother, polluted 
murderess of my father, and a thing loathed of 
Heaven. 

And as for the promptings that gave me eourage 
for this deed, I offer as my echiefest surety Loxias, 
Pytho’s prophet, who declared that, if I did this 
deed, I should stand clear of evil charge, but if I 
forebore—I will not name the penalty ; for no bow- 
shot could reach such height of woe. 

And now behold me, how, armed with this branch 
and wreath, I go as suppliant to earth’s central 
seat, Loxias’ demesne, and to the bright fire famed 
“imperishable,!” an exile for this deed of kindred 
bloodshed ; to no other hearth did Loxias bid me 
turn. And as to the manner how this evil deed 
was wrought, I charge all men of Argos in time to 
eome to bear me witness. I go forth a wanderer, 
strangered from this land, leaving behind, in life or 
death, this report of me. 


Cuorus 
Nay, thou hast done well. Therefore yoke not 
1 In the Delphic shrine there was an undying fire. 





§ nor pevéhews: wev ws Blomfield, who put |. 1041 after 
|. 1039, reversing the order in M. 

? re mpdéas: ‘Tyrwhitt. 8 émigeixOn: Heath. 
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thy tongue to ill-omened speech nor let thy lips 
give vent to evil bodings, sinee thou hast freed the 
whole realm of Argos by lopping off with happy 
stroke the heads of two serpents. 


ORESTES 


Ah, ah! Ye handmaidens, see them yonder—like 
Gorgons, stoled in sable garb, entwined with swarm- 
ing snakes! I can no longer stay. 


Cuorus 


What faneies disturb thee, thou dearest of sons 
unto thy sire? Hold, be not greatly overborne by 
fear. 

ORESTES 


To me these are no fancied troubles. For in very 
truth yonder are the wrathful sleuth-hounds that 
avenge my mother. 

Cuorus 


’Tis that the blood is still fresh upon thy hands— 
this is the reason of the disorder that assails thy 
wits. 

ORESTES 

O lord Apollo, lo! now they come in troops, 

and from their eyes they drip loathsome blood ! 


+ 


Cnorus 


One way there is to cleanse thee—Loxias’ touch 
will set thee free from this affliction. : 





3 ovk ér’ appelvay’: Tzetves, dn. Ow. iii, 359 (reading 
dewois Spax. xX.) 

1 poBob uxev: Porson. 5 rrnOvovoar: Turn, 

§ clow altered to elo’ 6: Erfurdt. ? Noflov: Auratus. 
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4 


’ 
OreESTES 
Ye see them not, but I see them. I am pursued. 
I can no longer stay. [ftushes out 


Cnorus 


Then blessings go with thee; and may God watch 
kindly o’er thee and guard thee with favouring 
fortune ! 


Lo! Now again, for the third time, hath the 
tempest of the race burst upon the royal house and 
run its course. First, at the beginning, came the 
cruel woes of children slain for food; next, the fate 
of a man, a king, when, murdered in a bath, perished 
the war-lord of the Achaeans. And now, once again, 
hath come somewhence, a third, a deliverer—or shall 
I sayadoom? Oh when will it work its accomplish- 
ment, when will the fury of calamity, lulled to rest, 
find an end and cease ? 
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HYOIAD UPOPHTIS 

ATIOAAQN 

OPESTHS 

KAYTAIMHZTPAS EIAQAON 
_ XOPOS BYMENIAQN 

A@HNA 

TPOMOMIOI 


DRAMATIS PERSONAE 


Tue Pyratan PrRopuHetess 
APOLLO 

ORESTES 

Syape or CLyTAEMESTRA 
Cuorus or Furies 
ATHENA 

Escort 


Scene.—(1) The temple of Apollo at Delphi ; 
(2) Athena’s temple at Athens. 

Time.—The heroic age. 

Date.—458 B.c., at the City Dionysia. 
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Tur priestess of Apollo discovers Orestes as a supplant 
in the inner shrine of the god at Delphi, and Jronting 
him the Erinyes of his mother, a band of fearsome 
creatures who, wearied with the pursuit of the fugitive, 
have fallen on sleep. Under promise of his support, 
Apollo bids Orestes flee to Athens, where he shall submit 
his case to judgment and be released from his sufferings. 
The ghost of Clytaemestra rises to upbraid the sleeping 
Erinyes because of their neglect, awhereby she is dis- 
honoured among the other dead. Awakened by her 
taunts, they revile Apollo for that he has given sanctuary 
to a polluted man whom they rightly pursue by reason 
of their office—to take vengeance on all who shed kindred 
blood. 

\ The scene shifts to Athens, whither his pursuers have 
tracked their prey. Orestes, clasping the ancient image 
of Pallas, implores her protection on the plea that the 


i blood upon his hands has long since been washed away 


by sacred rites and that his presence has worked harm 
to none who have given hint shelter. The Erinyes chant 
a hymn to bind the soul of their victim with its maddening 
spell. In answer to Orestes’ call, the goddess appears 
and with the consent of the Erinyes undertakes to judge 
the case, not by herself alone but mith the assistance of 
a chosen number of her best citizens who are to con- 
stitute the jury. 
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The trial opens with Apollo present as advocate of his 
suppliant and as representative of Zeus, whose commands 
he has merely to set forth in all his oracles. Orestes, 
he declares, slew his mother by his express behest. The 
accused confesses to the deed but urges in his defence 
that in killing her husband Clytaemestra killed his father 
and that his accusers should justly have taken vengeance 
upon her. On their rejecting this argument on the 
ground that the murderess was not blood-kin to him she 
murdered, Orestes denies blood-kinship with his mother ; 
in which contention he is supported by Apollo, who 
asserts that the father alone is the proper parent of the 

child, the mother being only the nurse of the implanted 
seed, 

Athena announces that the court, the first to try a 
case of homicide, is now established by her for all time 
to come. The jury cast their ballots ; and the goddess, 
declaring that tt 1s her duty to pronounce final judgment 
on the case, makes known that her vote is to count for 
Orestes, who is to win if the ballots are equally divided. 
Proclaimed victor by the tre, Orestes quits the scene ; 
his antagonists threaten to bring ruin on the land that 
has dented the Justice of their cause. It ts the part of 
Athena by promises of enduring honours to assuage 
their anger ; and now no longer Spirits of Wrath but 
Spirits of Blessing, they are escorted in solemn proces- 
sion to their sanctuary beneath the Hill of Ares. 
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! rapsvqcotcé': Rob. 2 révde: I. Voss. 


3 ypévors: Turn. (cp. dg. 1563), 


KUMENIDES 
PrRoPuETESS 


First, in this my prayer, I give the place of chiefest 
honour among the gods to the first prophet, Earth ; 
and after her to Themis; for she, as is told, took 
second this oracular seat of her mother. And third 
in succession, with Themis’ consent and by con- 
straint of none, another Titan, Phoebe, child of 
Earth, took here her seat. She bestowed it, as 
birth-gift, upon Phoebus, who has his name from 
Phoebe. He, quitting the mere! and ridge of 
Delos, landed on Pallas’ ship-frequented shores, 
and came to this region and the dwelling places on 
Parnassus. With mighty reverence was he given 
escort by Hephaestus’ children,? who fashion high- 
ways, taming the wildness of the untamed land. And 
on his coming, high worship was paid him by the folk 
and by Delphus, helmsman and sovereign of this 
land. With the prophet’s art Zeus inspired his 
soul, and stablished him upon this throne as fourth 
and present seer; but it is of Zeus, his sire, that 
Loxias is spokesman. 

These are the gods I place in the forefront of my 

1 A circular lake in the island of Apollo’s birth. 

2 The Athenians, because Erichthonius, who was identified 


with Erechtheus, was the son of Hephaestus, who first 
fashioned axes. 
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q Sewa A€Ear, Sevva 8 ddOaduois dpaxeiv, 
£ 2 ~ 
mdadw yw” érenipev ex Sdpav tov Aokiov, 
ws pire owKeiv unre pw axraivew Baow.? 
tpéxw 8€ xepoiv, od modwxeiat oxehav- 
deioaca yap ypats oddév, avtimais pev ody. 
eva) ev EpTrw mpos moAvaTedh pevyxov" 
€ a or 99 45 a ee) aS 
op 8 én’ opdhadd pev avdpa Veopvah 
édpay €xovra® mpootpdmaLov, atare 
ordlovra xeipas Kal veoomades’ Eidos 
1 avacrpogd M, -¢ Schol., -dal FV3N. 
? wrelorous: Turn. 3 grdow M yp., Bdow m. 
4 Gumw doxia M, ob rodwxig m!N, od rodwxelg FV3. 
5 deonvathe M, -pio FV3N. 
® éxovre M, €xovra FV3N. 7 yeooradés FV3N. 


* The shrine of Pallas “ before the temple,” close to 

Delphi on the main road leading to the sanctuary of Apollo 
* The Coryeian cave, sacred to the Nymphs and Pan, 

af bipen identified with a grotto on the great plateau above 
elphi. 
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prayer. And Pallas of the Precinct! hath likewise 
honour in my words, and I revere the Nymphs, who 
dwell where is the Corycian? caverned rock, delight 
of birds and haunt of powers divine. Bromius hath 
held the region (him I forget not) ever since the 
time when, a god indeed, he headed the Bacchic 
host and contrived for Pentheus death as of a hunted 
hare. The waters of Pleistus, too, I invoke, and 
Poseidon’s might, and Zeus the Fulfiller, Most High ; 
thereafter I take my seat as prophetess upon my 
throne. And may they grant that now fairest 
fortune may be mine, far beyond my ingoings afore- 
time. And if there be any here from among the 
Hellenes, let them enter, in turn, by lot, as is the 
wont. For as the god doth lead, so do I prophesy. 
[Ske enters the temple and after a 
brief interval returns terror-stricken 

Horrible! Horrors to relate, horrors for my eyes 
to behold, have sent me back from the house of 
Loxias ; so that I have no strength left in me nor 
ean I go upright. I run with the aid of my hands, 
not with any nimbleness of limb; for an aged 
woman, overcome with fright, is a thing of naught 
—nay rather, she is but as a child. 

I was on my way to the inner shrine, enriched 
with many a wreath, when, on the eentre-stone,? 
I beheld a man defiled before Heaven occupying 
the seat of suppliants. His hands were dripping 
gore; he held a sword just drawn and a lofty olive- 

3 dudanés “ nave)” was the name given by the Delphians 
to a white stone (in Aeschylus’ time placed in the inmost 
sanctuary of Apollo), which they regarded as marking the 
exact centre of the earth. Near the great altar of Apollo 


the French excavators of Delphi discovered a navel-stone. 
oupandds is sometimes used of Delphi itself. 
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éyovt’ éAaias & tyuyévvyrov KAdéov, 
Arjvec! peylorw owppovens core pypLevor, 
apyTt parrA@- HSE yap Tpards epd. 
mpoatev dé Tavdpos Tobd€ Bavpacros Aoxos” 
<tbet yovark@v év Opdvotow Tpevos. 
ovrot yuvaiKas, GAA Popydvas dey, 
oto” abre Topyeioww eixdow rUrots. 
elddv mor 707 Dwéws yeypapysevas 
Setmvov pepovoas: darrepot ye py (ei 
abrat, péerawat 8° és to av BdeAdKTpoTOL: 
péeyKovar 8 od mAatoiow® dvoidpaow- 
ex 8° Oppdrey AciBovor SvogtAy AtBa~* 
Kal KOGMOS OUTE ™pos beady dyahwara 
dépew dixatos ob7” és avOpwmawv oréyas. 
Td dbAov obk OTwWTa Thad’ dutrtas 
ov8’ WTLs ala Tovr’ émevyeTar yevos 
tpépovo’ dvarel p47) peTaoTevew movov.® 
tavredOev Won THvde SeondTy Sdpwv 
avr@ peAéobw Aokia peyacberel. 
iatpopavris 8 éott kal repaoKomos 
Kal Totow adAdos dwuaTwv Kabdpotos. 


ATIOAAQDN 


otrot mpodwow: dia TéAous dé cor pvAak 
eyyds Tapeota@s Kal mpoow 8 amooraTav 
exOpotor Tots cols od yevnoopat mémwy. 
Kal viv dAovoas tdode Tas pdpyous opas- 
1 Nive. FV3N, 
2 déxos M, Adxos FV3N. 3 wdacrotor: Elmsley, 


* dla M, Biavy FV3N: Burges. 
5 révwy: Arnaldus, 


1 The Harpies. 
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branch reverently crowned with a tuft of wool 
exceeding large—white was the fleece ; for as to this 
I can speak clearly. 

Before this man there sat asleep on thrones a 
wondrous throng of women. No! women they 
were surely not, Gorgons I rather call them. Nor 
yet can I liken them to forms of Gorgons either. 
Once ere this 1 saw some pictured creatures! 
carrying off the feast of Phineus—but these are 
wingless, sable, and altogether detestable. Their 
snorting nostrils blow forth fearsome blasts, and 
from their eyes oozes a loathly rheum. Their 
garb, too, was such as is unfit to bring before 
the statues of the gods or into the abodes of men. 
The tribe which owns this company I have never 
seen; nor do | know what region boasts to rear 
unscathed this brood and not repent its pains. 

But for the outcome, let that be now the care of the 
lord of this house, even Loxias himself, the puissant, 
for he is a revealer of healing remedies, a reader of 
portents, and for others he purgeth their habita- 
tions. [Ewit 

[The interior of the temple is disclosed. Enter, 
from the inner sanctuary, Apollo, who 
takes his stand beside Orestes at the centre- 
stone. Near the suppliant are the Furies 
asleep. Hermes in the background 


APOLLO 


No! I will not abandon thee. Thy guardian to 
the end, close by thy side, or even when far removed, 
I will not show me gentle to thine enemies. So 
now thou see’st these maddened women overcome ; 
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Unvw mecotoa 8 ai KatranTvoTo. Képat, 
ypatar madarat maides, als od petyvuTar 
Gediv tis 008’ avOpwros ob8é Op more. 
Kkarav 8 éxat. Kadyevovt’, émel KaKov 
aKdtov vépovrat Taprapov 8 tad xOoves, 

, 3 > ~ ‘A ~ > ‘i 
puonar avopdav Kat Gedy *OAvpmiwv. 
Opws b€ dedye unde padBaxds yevy. 
eAdau ydp ce Kat di.’ Hrelpov paxpas 

n 29, 94 \ a 2 
BiBaivr dv aiet rHv wAavoaTiBH x8dva 
bmép te mévrov" Kal mepippitas modes. 
Kal pn mpdxapve tévde BovxoAotpevos 
mévov- porav 5 TlaAAddos moti mrdAw 
¢ sy “ A f 
Lov madawv dyxabev AaBew Bpéras. 
Kakel Sixactas THvde Kal OedAKTHpLouS 
pvbovs ExovTes unxavas edpHaoper, 
ov > > A ~ ~ 3 > 4 / 
wer €s To Tay ce TOVO’ amadAdfar mévwr' 
Kal yap Kraveiv o° érevoa pytp@ov Séuas. 


OPESTHS 


avaf "AmoAov, otaba pév To py “Suceiv: 
énet & emiata, Kal TO jor) “pede pdbe. 
abévos 5€é moveiv eb hepéyyvov 76 adv. 


ATIOAAQN 


, bs / / ra 
pepvnoo, jn PoBos ce vikatw dpévas. 
ad 0’, adrddeAdov alia Kat Kowod TAT pos, 
‘'E ~ 5A ‘a - ii n ? , 
pea, pvaacce: xapta 8 ay emesvupos 
tropmaios ich, révde Toysatvew eov 
* BeBivr’ dv M, BeBovr’ av FN: BiBav7’ Stephanus, av’ 
Herm. 2 révrov: Turn. 
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fallen on sleep are these loathsome maidens — 
beldames, aged children, with whom nor any god 
nor man nor beast consorteth ever. For evil’s sake 
were they even born, since they inhabit the evil 
gloom of Tartarus beneath the earth—creatures 
loathed of men and of Olympian gods. Neverthe- 
less, do thou fly on and grow not faint of heart. 
For as thou ever tread’st the travelled earth, they 
will chase thee even over the wide continent and 
beyond the main and the cities girdled by the sea. 
And grow not weary ere thy course be run by 
brooding on this thy toil; but when thou art come 
to Pallas’ burgh, sit thee down and clasp in thine 
arms her ancient image. And there, with judges 
of thy cause and speech of persuasive charm, we 
shall discover means to release thee. utterly from thy 
distress ; for it was at my behest that thou didst 
take thy mother’s life. 


ORESTES 


Lord Apollo, thou knowest not to be unrighteous ; 
and, since thou knowest, learn also not to be un- 
heedful. For thy power of doing good hath ample 
warranty. 


APOLLO 


Remember, let not fear overmaster thy soul. 
And do thou, Hermes, my very own brother and 
blood of my sire, keep watch over-him. True to 
thy name, be thou his ‘* Conductor,!”’ as a shepherd 


1 Hermes is the guide of the living on their journeys; 
as he is also the conductor of the souls of the dead to the 
nether world. 
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KAYTAIMHSTPAS EIAQAON 


<Oour’ av, on, Kat xabevdovadiv i bel; 
eyw O° op Dav Od drnrymaopern 
dAXovow év vexpoiow, av" ev ExTavov 
dvetdos ev pOirotaw ovK exdeimerat, 
aiaxpas or GABpaLt mpovvveme 8 div ore 
exw peylorny | aittav Ketvony vq" 
rabotoa 8° otrw dea mpos tav pAtatwr, 
oddeis dmép prov Sayndvwy pyviera, 
KaTacpayetons mpos xep@v pntpoxrovwy. 
oOpare” mnyas Tao8e Kapoias dlev.* 
eddovea yap ppv 6 Oppaow Aapmpiverar, 
ev HES de poip" dmpdcKomos® Bporav. 
4 moda pev 57) TOv eudv éAciEaTe, 

xods a doivous, vnpdrva® jpeAtypara, 
Kal vuxricepvas Sein’ én” é€oxapa mupos 
eOuov, copay ovdevos Kowny Dedv. 
o mavra Tabra Aaé op& marovpeva. 

8° e€addgas otxerat veBpob dixny, 
Kal Tatra Kovgurs €k peawy dpxvotarav" 
wpovcev bpiv eycatiMarpas* péya. 
axovcal’ ws edeEa Tis eis meph 
poxiis, gpovjcar’, @ kata xfovos ea. 
ovap yap duds vov KAvraysiorpa® Kara. 


1 Os: Tyrwhitt. 2 8pa dé: Paley. 
* kapdla (altered to xapdla) c€0ev M: Herm. 
+ potpa rpécxomos: Turn. 5 wdddta: Rob. 


* vuxrd (changed to vuxrl) ceuva M: ‘Turn. 
? dpxvopdrw : Turn. 
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guiding this my suppliant—of a truth Zeus holdeth 

in reverence this revered right of outcasts — sped 
forth to men with prospering guidance. 

[Eait. Orestes departs escorted by Hermes. 

The Ghost of Clytaemestra appears 


Guost or CLYTAEMESTRA 


Sleep on! Aha! Yet what need is there of 
sleepers? “Tis due to you that I am thus dis- 
honoured among the other dead; because of him 
I slew the dead never cease reviling me, and I 
wander in disgrace. I declare to you that they 
bring against me charge most grievous. And yet, 
howbeit I have endured such dire evils from my 
nearest kin, no power divine is wroth in my behalf, 
slaughtered as I have been by the hands of mine 
own son. Mark ye these gashes in my heart, 
whence they come! For the mind asleep hath 
clear vision, but in the daytime the fate of mortal 
men cannot be foreseen. 

In sooth ye have lapped up full many an offering 
of mine—wineless libations, a sober appeasement, 
and banquets in the solemn night have I often 
sacrificed upon a hearth of fire at an hour unshared 
by any god. All this I see trampled under foot. 
But he has escaped away from you, and is gone, 
even as a fawn; aye, and has lightly bounded 
away from out the midmost of your snare, mocking 
at you with derisive leers. Hear me! Since I 
plead for my very life, awake to consciousness, ye 
goddesses of the nether world! “Tis in a dream I, 
Clytaemestra, now invoke you. 





8 éxxarAdoyas: Turn, 
9 xdvratuyjorpa M (and here only). 
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Ld Py re OF Xr te By 4 
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KUwY pepysvay otmor éxAetmuv* Tovou. 


EUMENIDES 
[The Furies begin to move uneasily, uttering a 
whining sound | 
Whine, if ye will! But the man is gone, fled far 
away. For he hath friends not like to mine ! 
[The Chorus continues to whine} 


Too heavy art thou with sleep and hast no pity 
for my misery. Orestes, the murderer of his mother 
here, is gone ! 

{The Chorus begins to moan] 


Thou moanest, slumberest. Wilt thou not arise 
at once? What task hath been allotted thee save 
to work ill ? 


[Lhe Chorus continues to moan) 
Slumber and travail, fit conspirators, have destroyed 
the might of the dreaded dragoness. 
Crorus 
[mith mutterings redoubled and intensified | 


Seize him! seize him! seize him! seize him! 
Mark him ! 


Guost or CLYTAEMESTRA 


"Tis but in a dream thou art hunting thy game, 
and art whimpering like a hound that never leaves 
off its keenness for the chase. What work hast 





1 didkos . . . mpoolkropes: Weil. 
2 uwypds: Rob, dypds. 
3 rérpaxra: Stanley. 
4 éxNurav: Blomfield. 


AESCHYLUS 


ri Spas ; dviorw, py oe viKaTw movos, 
pnd dyvornjons aha warbaybeio” vrvw. 
135 aXdynoov Hmap evdixous oveibeow™ 
Tois owdpoow yap dyTixevTpa ylyveran.” 
ov 83 aiwarnpov med emouploaca Te, 
atp@ Kartoxvatvovoa,’ vydvos mupi, 
€mou, pdpaive SevTepors Sidypactv. 


XOPOZ 


140 evyeip” ’ evyerpe Kal ov THe > eye be oé. 
evoas; aviotw, KamoAaKticag’ Umvov, 
idupel”® ef te Tose Ppoysiov para. 


ce es Jah 8 f 3 ae fa 
iod fod mina€. émdboper, pidat— [o7p.a. 
> ‘ 4 lol \ té > fa 
4 ToAAd 6%) ralofca Kal parny eyw,— 
145 érdbopev ma00s Svaaxes, @ mOTO01L, 
ddeptov Kakov- 
3 > é if MW A gv £6 a) ia 
e& dpkiwy méntrwKev oixeral & 0° Oyp.— 
Unvw Kpatybeio’ dypay adAcoa. 


aN a / Saas i 2 
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1 dveldecow M, dveldeow FV3N. 2 yiverat: Porson. 
3 090d’: od 8’ Pearson (Stanley). 


4 xaricxalvouca: Rob. 
5 elduue6’: Turn, 6 §' 6: Abresch. 





1 The utterances of the Furies, as they rouse themselves 
“to action, will be only a prelude to the fuller expression 
of their wrath. It is uncertain whether the first and second 
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thou afoot? Arise! Let not fatigue overmaster 

thee, nor let slumber so soften thee as to forget 

my wrong. Sting thy heart with merited reproaches ; 

for to the right-minded reproach serveth as a spur. 

Waft thou upon him thy bloody breath, shrivel 

him with the fiery vapour from thy vitals, on after 
him, wither him with fresh pursuit ! 

[The Ghast of Clytaemestra disappears ; 

the Furies, roused by their leader, 

awake one after the other 


Cuorws 


Awake! Waken thou her, as I waken thee. 
Still asleep? Arise, spurn slumber from thee, and 
let us see whether in this prelude! there be aught 
in vain. 


Oh, oh! Ugh! Friends, we have suffered. 

Sooth I have suffered sore indeed and all in vain. 

We have suffered grievous wrong, alack ! an intoler- 
able hurt ; our quarry hath slipped from out our toils, 
and is gone. 

Overcome by sleep I have lost my prey. 


Shame! Thou son of Zeus, thou art given to 
theft, 

And thou, a youth, hast ridden down aged 
divinities, 

By showing respect unto thy suppliant, a god- 
less man and cruel to a parent; god though thou 
art, thou hast stolen away him that slew his 
mother. 

What is there herein that any shall call just ? 
strophic groups were sung by single voices or by semi- 
choruses. 
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ATIOAAQN 


a f rat 4 és 
ew, Kedevw, TOvdE SwpaTwY TaXOS 
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® alpotpevoy with v partly deleted M, aipspevov IV3N: 
Abresch. 3 nave o@: Schiitz. 
4 woxdy M, ody olkovy FV3N: Rob. 
5 fypava 7’ M, expdvar’ F, éxOpavar’ V3N, 
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Reproach, coming to me in a dream, smote me like 
a charioteer with goad grasped tight, under my 
heart, under my vitals. 

"Tis mine to feel the cruel, the exceedingly cruel 
smart of the doomsteyr’s direful scourge. 


Such are the doings of the younger gods, who rule, 
altogether beyond the right, a throne dripping blood, 
about its foot, about its head. 

‘Tis mine to see the centre-stone of the earth 
defiled with a terrible pollution of blood. 


Seer though he is, at his own bidding, at his own 
urgence, he hath stained his sanctuary with pollu- 
tion at its hearth; transgressing the ordinance of 
the gods, he hath held mortal things in honour and 
set at naught the apportionments of eld. 


To me too he bringeth distress, but him he shall 
not deliver ; though he fly beneath the earth, never 
is he set free. Stained with the guilt of murder, he 
shall get upon his head another avenger of his kin.t 


APOLLO 
{Enters from the inner sanctuary] 


Avaunt, I charge ye! Get ye gone forthwith 
from out this house, quit my prophetic sanctuary, 
lest ye may be even smitten by a winged glistering 

1 As Agamemnon was slain by Clytaemestra and Clytae- 


mestra by Orestes, so Orestes shall be slain by one of his 
own race. uderwp is properly “ polluter.” 





6 rapavépwy M! (-vduov M?), rapa vonwy FV3N, rapa 
vouoyv Par, 2886. 

7 re: Casaubon. 8 getiywv: Porson. 

® 9’ av: Porson. 10 éxelvovu: Weil. 

1 yavcera corrected to rdcerat M, raccerat FV3N. 
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1 ot: Turn, 
2 Kapavnoripes M, i over first 7 in FV3N: Stanley. 
® daopfanatis Musgrave. 4 Nevoudy : Casaubon. 
5 jxoppdxev mss, (0 altered to o M): Aldina. 
6 wrnoias M, mhyolowae pes 
7 eis: Canter. : Wakefield. 
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snake! shot forth from a bow-string wrought of gold, 
and disgorge in agony the black spume ye have 
sucked from men, vomiting the clotted gore ye have 
drained. This is, in sooth, no house meet for your 
approach ; no, your placeis where there are sentences 
to beheading, gouging out of eyes, and cutting 
of throats; where, by destruction of the seed, the 
manhood of youth is ruined; where men are mutilated, 
stoned to death, and where, impaled beneath their 
spine, they make moaning long and piteous. D’ye 
hear what sort of feast ye love that makes you 
detestible to the gods? The whole fashion of your 
form doth set it forth. Creatures such as ye should 
inhabit the den of some blood-lapping lion, and not 
inflict pollution on all near you in this oracular 
shrine. Begone, ye herd without a shepherd! Such 
flock is loved by no one of the gods. 


Cuorvus 


Lord Apollo, hearken in turn to our reply. Thou 
thyself art no mere abettor of this deed; “tis thy 
sole doing, and upon thee falls all the guilt. 


APOLLO 
How mean ye? Extend thy speech so far. 


Cuorvus 


By thy behest thou didst prompt the stranger 
to slay his mother. 


1 The arrow sped from Apollo’s gold-wrought string is 
called a ‘‘ winged glistering snake” because it stings like 
a serpent’s bite. here is also a latent word-play: 8s 
“snake” suggests iés “snake’s poison” and this differs 
only in accent from ‘os “arrow.” 
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APOLLO 
By my behest I prompted him to exact vengeance 
for his sire. What then? 
Cuorus 
And thereafter thou didst engage thyself to give 
sanctuary to the red-handed murderer. 
APOLLO 
And I bade him turn for expiation to this house. 


Cuorus 


And then forsooth dost thou revile us who sped 
him on his way hither ? 


APOLLO 


Aye, for it was unmeet that ye approach this my 
house. 
Cuorus 


But to us this office hath been assigned. 


APOLLO 
What is this office of thine ? Proclaim thy giorious 
prerogative ! 
Cuorus 
We chase from their homes them that slay their 
mothers 
APOLLO 
But how then with a woman who kills her husband ? 
2 rt uny MVBN, ré wh F. 3 9 &xrwp MFVS3N, déxrwp m. 
4 rls yap MIF V3N, ri ydp M2, 
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Cuorus 


That would not be murder of the self-same blood 
and kin. 
APOLLO 


In good sooth thou heapest dishonour and contempt 
upon the pledges of Hera, the Fulfiller, and of 
Zeus. Cypris too is cast aside dishonoured by this 
plea of thine, and from her mankind derive their 
nearest and their dearest joys. For marriage ap- 
pointed by fate “twixt man and woman is mightier 
than an oath and Justice is its guardian. If then, 
should one slay the other, thou art so lenient as not 
to punish or to visit them with wrath, then I pro- 
nounce thy pursuit of Orestes to have no justice 
in it. For the one cause, I perceive thou takest 
it sore to heart, whereas, in the other, thou art 
manifestly more remiss in act. But the goddess 
Pallas will review the pleadings in this case. 


Cuorus 
That man I will never, never quit ! 


APOLLO 


Pursue him then and get thee more trouble for 
thyself. 


Cuorus 
Seek not to curtail my privileges by thy words. 


1 In connection with marriage, Hera was redela, as Zeus 
was ré\ecos; and the adjective applies also to him here. 
The ancients derived ré\eos (of marriage) from réAos meaning 
“ rite,’ “consummation.” Inasmuch as rédos often has the 
sense ‘“‘supreme authority,” ‘full power,’’ some modern 
Bolts hold that Hera redela is Hera the Queen, Hera the 
Wife. 
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z dyew M, dye FN. 
2 untpdwy M, nyrppov FV3N. 
3 xdxkuynyéerns ME: Erfurdt. 
* Geota: M, Oeots FV3N. 
5 cedevouacw MF, xerevpaou N. 
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APOLLO 


I would not take them as a gift, thy privileges. 


CHorus 


No, for in any case thou art accounted great 
by the throne of Zeus. But as for me—since a 
mother’s blood leads me, I will pursue my suit 
against this man and even now am on his track. 

[Exeunt 


APOLLO 


And I will succour and rescue my suppliant ! 
For appalling in heaven and on earth is the wrath 
of him who seeketh purification, should I of mine 
own intent abandon: him. {Enters the Sanctuary 

[The scene changes to Athens, before 
the temple of Athena. Enter 
Hermes with Orestes, who embraces 
the ancient image of the goddess 


ORESTES 


Queen Athena, at Loxias’ bidding I am come ; and 
do thou of thy grace receive an accursed wretch, 
no suppliant for purification, or uncleansed of hand, 
but with my guilt’s edge already blunted and worn 
away at other habitations and in the travelled paths 
of men. Holding my course over land and sea 
alike, obedient to the behests of Loxias’ oracle, I 
now approach thy house and thine image, O goddess. 
Here will I keep my post and abide the issue of my 
trial. 

{The Furies enter dispersedly, 
hunting Orestes’ trail by scent 
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Corus 


Aha! Here is the trail of the man, and plain! 
Follow the evidence of a voiceless informant. For 
as a hound a wounded fawn, so do we track him 
by the drops of blood. My heart pants at my 
sore and wearying toil; for I have ranged over 
every region of the earth, and in wingless flight I 
came in pursuit of him over the sea, swift as a swift 
ship. So now, somewhere hereabout he must be 
crouching. The smell of human blood makes me 


laugh for joy. 


Look! Look again! Scan every spot lest un- 
awares the slayer of his mother escape by secret 
flight and pay not his debt ! 

Aye, here he is again! In shelter, with arms 
twined round the image of the immortal goddess, 
he is fain to submit to trial for his debt !+ 

But that may not be. A mother’s blood upon 
the earth is past recovery ; alack, the flowing stream 
once spilled upon the ground is lost and gone! 

Nay, thou art bound in requital to suffer that I 
suck the ruddy clouts of gore from thy living limbs. 
May I feed myself on thee—a gruesome draught ! 

I'll waste thy strength and hale thee living to 
the world below that thou mayest pay recompense 
for thy murdered mother’s agony. 


1 The reading xepév seems to mean “ deed of violence.” 





9 wéduxn kexuudvov: Porson. 10 §¢ cod M, 6é cov N. 
11 Booxay pepoiuay M: Wellauer. 
2 tyvdvao’ M, icxdvac’ FV3N: Turn. 
13 ayrurotvous: Schiitz. 
4 reivys with ec over y M, rivys F V8, tva rivys N. 
158 unrpopdvas: Casaubon. 
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And thou shalt see whoever else of mankind hath 
sinned the sin of irreverence against god or stranger 
or his parents dear, having each his meed of 
justice. 

For the Lord of Death is mighty in holding mortals 
to account beneath the earth; and he surveyeth 
all things with his recording mind. 


ORESTES 


Schooled by misery, I have knowledge of many 
ordinances of purification and I know where speech 
is proper and silence likewise ; and in this present 
case hath speech been ordered me by a _ wise 
teacher. For the blood upon my hand is slumber- 
ing now and fading—the pollution wrought by my 
mother’s slaying is washed away; for while yet 
fresh it was expelled at the hearth of a god, even 
Phoebus, by purification of slaughtered swine. It 
were a long tale to tell from the beginning of all 
I visited and harmed not by my dwelling with them. 
{Time in his ageing course weareth all things away.] 

So now with pure lips I piously invoke Athena, 
this country’s queen, to come to my aid. Without 
effort of her spear, shall she win myself, my land 
and the Argive folk as staunch and true allies 
for evermore. But whether in some region of the 
Libyan land, about the waters of Triton, her natal 
stream, she be in action or at rest, aiding those 


1 Literally, ‘‘ she places her foot upright or covered over.” 
The poet may have in mind statues of the goddess: dp0év 
referring to upright posture, catypep} to her long garment 
falling over her foot when she was represented as sitting. 
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whom she loves ; or whether, like a bold marshal, 
she be surveying the Phlegraean? plain, oh may she 
come—for goddess that she is, she hears even from 
afar—to prove my deliverer from distress ! 


Cuorus 


Nay, be sure, not Apollo nor Athena’s might can 
save thee from perishing, spurned and neglected, 
knowing not where in thy soul is joy—a bloodless 
victim of the powers below, a shadow of thyself. 

What! Dost thou not even answer, but scornest 
my words, thou victim fatted and consecrate to me? 
At no altar shalt thou be slain, but, living, shalt thou 
be my feast; and thou shalt now hearken to our 
song to bind thee with its spell. 


Come now, let us also link the dance, since we are 
resolved to display our drear minstrelsy and to 
declare our office, how our company directeth the 
affairs of men. Just and upright do we claim 
to be. Whoso holdeth out hands undefiled, no 
wrath from us assaileth him, and unscathed he 
passeth all his days ; but whoso committeth sin like 
unto this man, and hideth his blood-stained hands, 
as upright witnesses for the slain hard by at hand 
are we, and as avengers of bloodshed do we appear 
against him to the end. 


1 The scene of the battle of the Gods and Giants, in which 
Athena slew Enceladus. 





§ owe” civar (oluar Oetva: FV3N): H. L. Ahrens. 


7 yous . . . wpovéuovras (mpoovéuovras M): Herm. 
8 dd’ nudy pwims ébéprec: Porson. 
® ddirpGv: Auratus. 10 dvips Porson, 


11 yapayevouevat: Porson. 
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O mother Night, mother who didst bear me 
to be a retribution unto the dead and the living, 
hearken unto me! For Leto’s son would bring me 
to dishonour by wresting from my grasp yon cower- 
ing wretch, fit offering to expiate a mother’s blood. 


O’er our victim consecrate, this is our song— 
fraught with madness, fraught with frenzy, crazing 
the brain, the Furies’ hymn, spell to bind the soul, 
untuned to the lyre, withering the life of mortal 
man. 


For this is the office that ever-determining Fate, 
when it span the thread of our life, assigned unto 
us to hold unalterably : that upon those of mortals 
on whom have come wanton murdering of kinsfolk, 
upon them we should attend until such time as they 
pass beneath the earth ; and after death they have 
no large liberty. ; 


O’er our victim consecrate, this is our song— 
fraught with madness, fraught with frenzy, crazing 
the brain, the Furies’ hymn, spell to bind the 
soul, untuned to the lyre, withering the life of 
mortal man. 


At our birth this office was ratified unto us; but 
|the Deathless Ones may not lay hand upon us, 
nor doth any of them share our feasts in common 


1 adaotow M, ddaois FV3N: Paley. 2 kaiom. N. 

3 rrdxa altered to mraxa (rraéxa FV3N): Sophianus, 

4 rapad op. M, rapddpova FV3N. 
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with us; and in festal robes of pure white I have 
nor lot nor portion. . . . 


For I have made mine own the overthrow of 
houses, whensoever strife nurtured in the home 
layeth low one near and dear. Even so, speeding 
after this man, for all his strength nevertheless we 
waste him away because of a fresh deed of blood. 


Lo, eager are we to wrest from another this charge 
and to bring it to pass that the gods have no 
authority over concerns of mine, so that it shall 
not even come before them for trial; for Zeus hath 
deemed unworthy of his converse this our hateful 
and blood-streaming band. 


For I have made mine own the overthrow of 
houses, whensoever strife nurtured in the home 
layeth low one near and dear. Even so, speeding 
after this man, for all his strength nevertheless we 
waste him away because of a fresh deed of blood. 


And the proud thoughts of men, that flaunt them- 
selves full high under the heavens, they waste away 
and dwindle in dishonour ‘neath the earth at our 
sable-stoled assault and the vengeful rhythm of 
our feet. 


For assuredly with a mighty leap from aloft do I 
bring down the heavy-falling force of my foot, 
8 gikos: Turn. ° & dubuevae: B.A. J. Ahrens, — 

7 éuotws: Arnaldus. 8 yuavpoduev: Burges. 
9 ig’ M, éf’ FV8N. 
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1 <xai> Schoemann. 2{ ] Heath. 
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limbs that trip even swift runners—downfall un- 
endurable. 


But, as he falleth, he knoweth it not by reason of 
his insensate folly. In so dark a cloud doth pollu- 
tion hover over the man; and rumour, fraught with 
many a woe, proclaimeth that a mist-like gloom 
hangeth over against his house. 


For assuredly with a mighty leap from aloft do I 
bring down the heavy-falling force of my foot, limbs 
that trip even swift runners—downfall unendurable. 


For it abideth. Ready of device are we, and we 
bring to fulfilment, mindful of evil wrought, awful 
and inexorable to mankind, pursuing our appointed 
office dishonoured, despised, separated from the gods 
by a light not of the sun—an office that maketh 
rough the path of the living and the dead alike. 


Who then of mortal men doth not hold this in 
holy awe and dread, when he heareth from my lips 
the ordinance ratified unto me by Fate under grant 
made by the gods for its perfect fulfilment ? Mine 
ancient prerogative still abideth, nor do I meet 
with dishonour, albeit my appointed place is beneath 
the earth and in sunless gloom. 

{Enter Athena, wearing the aegis 


* ll. 372-376 repeated G. C. Schneider. 


1 §¢: Wakefield. 5 arleras M, drlerov FV3N : Canter. 
® odydteral: Turn. 7 éd0uxe : Schiitz, 
3 éme: Herm, ® <uéver> Herm. 10 kup@; Herm. 
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1 rhv karapOaroupévny: Stanley. 2 | | Wilam. 
3 kal viv: Canter. 4 dpwpévats: Stanley. 
5 kuoppor: Rob, 8 45’ FL 4a’ MN, 
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ATHENA 


From afar I heard the call of a summons, even from _ 
the Scamander, the while I was taking possession 
of the land, which the leaders and chieftains of the 
Achaeans assuredly assigned to me, as a goodly 
portion of the spoil their spears had won, to be mine 
utterly and for ever, a choice gift unto Theseus’ 
sons.1 Thence have I come, speeding onward my 
unwearied foot, whirring, instead of wings, the folds 
of my aegis. As I behold this unfamiliar concourse 
of visitants to my land, fear indeed I feel not but 
astonishment is upon my eyes. Who in the world 
be ye? I address you all in common—both yon 
stranger kneeling at mine image, and you, who are 
like to no race of creatures born, neither among 
goddesses seen of gods, nor yet having resemblance 
to shapes of human kind. But to speak ill of one’s 
neighbour who is innocent of offence, is far from 
just, and Right standeth aloof therefrom. 


Cuorus 


Daughter of Zeus, thou shalt hear all in brief. 
We are Night’s dread children. ‘“‘ Curses” are we 
named in our habitations beneath the earth. 


ATHENA 


Your lineage I now know and the names whereby 
ye are called. 


1 Athena confirms as ancient her possession of the district 
of Sigeum, which had been won from the Mityleneans by 
the Athenians early in the sixth century. 

2 Line 405 “‘ yoking to this my car my steeds of prime” 
contradicts thé statement in the preceding verse, and will 
have been interpolated for a later representation of the play 
when Athena actually appeared on a chariot (Wilamowitz). 
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1 zodro: Arnaldus. 2 rijs oparyis: Scaliger. 
* emippogeiv M1F-V3N, émepporge? M2: Scaliger. 
4 &dAns dvd-yens: Bothe. 
5 odrwos M, Schol. on 465, % twos FV3N. 
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Cnorus 


My office, however, thou shalt learn anon. 


ATHENA 


I shall understand, if plainly told. 


Cuorvus 


We drive slayers of men from out their homes. 


ATHENA 


And where is the bourne of the slayer in his flight ? 


Cnorus 


Where joy is absent and unknown. 


ATHENA 


Would’st thou indeed hound him with thy sereech- 
ing to such flight ? 
Cuorus 
Aye, for he held it his duty to be his mother’s 
murderer. 
ATHENA 


Because of other constraint or through fear of 
someone’s wrath ? 
Corvus 


Where is there a spur so keen as to compel to 
murder of a mother ? 


1 Literally “where joy (or the word joy) is nowhere in 


use. 
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1 rapévrow M, rapdvrwv FV3N. 
2 Néyou M, Adyos FV3N. 3 dec: Schiitz. 
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ATHENA 
Two parties are here present ; half only of the 
case is heard. 
Cuorus 


But the oath—he will neither take nor is fain 
to give. 
ATHENA 


Thou art fain to be just in name rather than in 
deed. 


Crorus 


How so? Instruct me. For in subtleties thou 
art not poor. 


ATHENA 
I say that oaths must not win victory for injustice. 


Cuorvus 


Well then, question him and pronounce righteous 
judgment. 


ATHENA 


Is it unto me that ye would in very truth commit 
the decision of the charge ? 


Cuorus 


How not ?—in reverence for thy worth and worthy 
birth. 


ATHENA 


Stranger, what wilt thou in turn say in reply 
to this? First, tell me thy country, thy lineage, 


4 dtxalovs with ov in erasure and w over ov M, dtxalws 
FV3N : Dindorf. 5 dilav 7’ émakiwy: Arnaldus. 
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1 dyvvd0ov: Dindorf. 2 éyec: Wieseler. 
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Turn. 5 ofrws M, ofros FV3N. 


® xptWaco Nourpav : Musgrave. 
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and thy fortunes; thereafter, defend thee against 
this charge—if indeed it so be that, in reliance on 
the justice of thy cause, thou art seated here, cling- 
ing to mine image hard by my hearth, a sacred 
suppliant after the fashion of Ixion.t To all this 
make me some plain answer. 


OreEsTES 


Queen Athena, first of all I will remove a great 
misgiving that lies hidden in thy last utterance. 
A suppliant in need of purification I am not ; nor with 
pollution on my hands did I fall at the feet of thine 
image. And of this I will offer thee weighty proof. 
It is the law that he who is defiled by shedding 
blood shall be debarred all speech until the blood 
of a suckling victim shall have besprinkled him by 
the ministrations of one empowered to purify from 
murder. Long since, at other houses, have I been 
thus purified both by victims and by flowing streams. 

‘This cause for thy anxiety I thus dispel. As to 
my lineage, thou shalt hear forthwith. J am an 
Argive ; my father—and fittingly dost thou make 
inquiry concerning him—was Agamemnon, he who 
marshalled the sea-host, in concert with whom thou 
madest Ilium, city of Troyland, to be no more a 
city. Upon his returning home, he perished by 
no honourable death ; nay, he was slain by my black- 
hearted mother, who enfolded him in a crafty snare 
that still remains to witness his murder in the bath. 
And I, when that I came back home—an exile J 
had been beforetime—I slew her that gave me birth 

1 Xxion, king of the Lapiths, murdered the father of 


his bride, and was given purification by Zeus after having 
been denied by the other gods. Cp. 718. 
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—disavow it I will not—in vengeance to requite 
the murder of my sire I most dearly loved. And for 
this deed Loxias, in common with me, is answerable, 
who, to spur my purpose, threatened me with cruel 
woes should I fail to do this deed upon the guilty. 
Whether my deed was wrought in righteousness or 
not, do thou pronounce judgment; for howsoever 
I fare at thy ruling, I shall rest content. 


ATHENA 


The affair is too grave, if any mortal thinks to 
pass judgment thereon; nay, it is not lawful even for 
me to decide on cases of murder which involves 
swift wrath; above all since thou, by rites fully 
performed, hast come a suppliant purified and harm- 
less to my house; and so I have respect unto thee 
as void of offence to my city. Yet these women 
have an office that does not permit them lightly 
to be dismissed ; and if they fail to gain the victory 
in their cause, the venom from their resentment 
will fall upon the ground and become hereafter an 
intolerable and perpetual pestilence to afflict the land. 

So then stands the case: either course—to suffer 
them to stay, to drive them forth—is fraught with 
disaster and perplexity to me. But since this cause 
hath devolved on me, I will appoint judges of 
homicide bound by oath and stablish a tribunal, 
a tribunal to endure for all time. Do ye call your 
witnesses and adduce your proofs, sworn evidence 
to support your cause; and I will return when I 
have singled out the best of my burghers, that 


10 6pxlwy alpovyévouvs: Casaubon. 
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they may decide this issue in accordance with the 
truth, having bound themselves by oath to pro- 
nounce no judgment contrary to justice. [Exit 


Cuorus 


Now is the end of all things wrought by new 
ordinances, if the wrongful cause of this slayer of 
his mother is to triumph. Straightway will his deed 
reconcile all men to licence; and many woeful 
wounds, dealt in very truth by children, are in store 
for parents in time yet to come. 


For from us, the Furious Ones that keep watch 
upon mortals, shall no wrath for such misdeeds draw 
nigh—I will let loose death in every form. And as 
he anticipates his neighbour’s evil plight, one man 
shall ask of another when tribulation is to end or 
to decrease ; and the poor wretch offereth the vain 
consolation of remedies that bring no certain cure. 


Nor let anyone henceforth, when he hath been 
smitten by calamity, make appeal and cry aloud 
“O Justice!” “ O enthroned Spirits of Vengeance!” 
Peradventure some father, or mother, newly stricken, 
may thus make piteous lament, now that the house 


of Justice is falling. 





1 8pxav M}, dpxov M?FV3N, 2 wepavras: Herm. 

3 &xdixov dpeciv M, evdcxoy dpevi FV3N: Markland. In 
EF V3N 489 stands after 485. 

4 < > Heath. 5 edyepla M, cixapia FV3N: Turn. 

® ofre: Elmsley. * brddoow M (-dnaw F, -dvow V3N). 

8 dxer’ M, dxeora FV3N: Schiitz. 

* ob BéBaca MV3N, aBéBaca F. 

10 [6¢] Schwenk. 1 {rs} Pauw. 2 ia: Pauw. 
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Times there are when fear is well and should 
abide enthroned as guardian of the heart. It 
profiteth to learn wisdom with groaning. But who 
that traineth not his heart in fear, be it State or 
be it man, is like in the future to reverence justice 
as heretofore ? 


Approve thou not a life ungoverned nor one 
subjected to a tyrant’s sway. To moderation in 
every form God giveth the victory, but his other 
dispensations he directeth in varying wise. I give 
utterance to a timely truth: arrogance is in very 
sooth the child of impiety ; but from health of soul 
cometh happiness, dear unto all and oft besought 
in prayer. 


And as for the whole matter I say unto thee : 
‘reverence the altar of Righteousness, and spurn it 
not to dishonour with godless foot because thine 
eyes look to worldly profit; for punishment will 
come upon thee. The appointed issue abideth. 
Wherefore let a man duly put in front place of . 
honour the piety he oweth to his parents, and have 





1 Gequaivee: Anon. in the copy of the Aldina in Camb. 
Univ. Lib. (Dobree, Adversaria on 1. 519). 


2 év ddec: Auratus. 3 <¢ > Lachmann. 
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respect unto the stranger he welcometh within his 
gates. 


Whoso of his own free will and without constraint 
is righteous, he shall not fail of happiness ; utterly 
cut off he shall never be. But whoso transgresseth 
in daring defiance, and is laden with rich store that 
he hath heaped up unjustly, I say that he shall 
perforce, in due season, strike his sail when the 
tempest of trouble breaketh upon him as the yard- 
arm is splintered. 


He calleth upon them who hear him not, and he 
struggleth to no purpose amid the whirling waters. 
Heaven laughs at the reckless wight as it beholds 
him, who boasted himself that this should never 
be, now helpless by reason of his irremediable 
distress and unable to surmount the cresting wave. 
He wrecks on the reef of Justice the prosperity 
that had been his throughout all his days, and he 
perishes unwept, unseen. 

[Enter, in procession, Athena, a Herald, 
the Jury of Areopagites, a crond 
of Citizens. Orestes removes to the 
place appointed for the accused. Apollo 
appears after Athena’s first speech 


ATHENA 
Herald, give the signal and restrain the crowd ; 
and let the piercing Tyrrhene! trumpet, filled 


1 The Etruscans were regarded as the inventors of the 
trumpet, 





15 §udxropos IF V3N (with space after it in FV3: aldépos 
Emperius). For ofv Askew read ovpavod. 
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1 768’ M, rd’ Schol. M, FV3N: Weil. 


2 Siky M, dlxy FV3N. 
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with human breath, send forth its shrill blare to 
the folk! For while this council-hall is filling, 
it is well that silence be maintained and that my 
ordinances be learned both by the whole city for 
time everlasting and by these appellants, that their 
case may be decided on its just merits. 

. [Enter Apollo 


Cuorus 


Lord Apollo, do thou rule thine own domain. 
Declare what part hast thou in this affair. 


APOLLO 


I have come both to bear witness—for the accused 
yonder was in due form a suppliant and an inmate 
of my sanctuary, and it is ] who purged him of the 
blood he shed—and myself to be his advocate. I 
am answerable for his slaying of his mother. (Jo 
Athena) Wo thou bring in the case, and, in accord- 
ance with thy wisdom, conduct it to final decision. 


ATHENA 


(To the Furies) ’Tis for you to speak—I am but 
bringing in the case ; the plaintiff at the commence- 
ment, speaking first, shall rightly inform us of the 
issue. 

Cuorus 


We are many, but our speech shall be brief. (T'o 
Orestes) Do thou make answer to our questions, 
one by one. First, say—didst thou slay thy mother ? 





4 dvip: Porson. 5 épéoriws with o over w M, égeoriwy 
EV3N, épéorios GAug. (Aug. contains 576-1047). 
§ rode pévov; Turn. 7 <> Herm. 
8 }l, 582-644 wanting in FV3N. 
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OPESTHS 


ww re > ” Mv a 
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XOPOZ 

a ‘ 4Q> ow “ ~ , 

€v plev 700 ro) TwWVY TPlLwV maAaopaTwv. 
OPESTHS 
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XOPOS 
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OPEZTHS 
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Réyw: Evpovak® xerpi mpos Sépynv rev. 
XOPOS 
4 fot 3 ? , 4 f , 
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XOPOZ 
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ORESTES 
Islew her. Of this I make no denial. 


Cuorus 
Of the three falls 1 this is already ours. ° 


ORESTES 


Thou makest this boast though thy foe is not 
yet down. 
Crorus 
Thou must, however, state the manner of thy 
slaying. 
Orestes 
I answer: with drawn sword in hand I stabbed 
her in the throat. 
Cirorus 


By whom persuaded and on whose advice ? 


ORESTES 
By this god’s divine injunction ; he is my witness. 


Cuorus 
The seer instructed thee to kill thy mother ? 


ORESTES 


Aye, and throughout up to this hour, I blame not 
my fortune. 
Cuorus 
But let the verdict get thee in its grip and thou'lt 
soon tell another tale. 
1 Wrestling-matches were decided by three falls. 
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OPESTH= 
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XOPOZ 
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OPESTHS 
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OPESTHS 


ti 8 obk exeivny Cdoav jAavves puyi; 


XOPOZ 
; > = er \ a s 
605 OvVK L/La OPaULOS pwros OV KQATEKTQVEV. 


OPESTHS 
> \ A \ a S51 im > Lif 
eyw de PLITPOS TS ENS EV aluaTt; 


1 wéumet: Scaliger from Schol. 2 ydv: Schiitz. 
3 wéneioht: Veitch. 4 waopdtwv: Elmsley. 
5 pévov: Schiitz. 
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OrEsTES 
I have good confidence. My father will send 
succour from his grave. 
Cuorus 


In the dead put then thy confidence, thou slayer 
of thy mother ! 
ORESTES 


1 do, for she was attainted by a twofold defilement. 


Cuorus 


How so, I pray? Instruct the judges as to this. 


OreESTES 


She murdered her husband and therewith slew 
my father. 
Cuiorus 


Therefore, though thou livest, she is quit—by her 
death.! 
ORESTES 


But why, while she still lived, didst thou not 
pursue her into banishment ? 
Cuorus 


She was not of one blood with the man she slew. 


ORESTES 
But am I blood-kin to my own mother ? 


1 She is freed from blood-guiltiness because her blood 
has been shed. 
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1 ¢@pewev: Blass. 


2 dtxalws: Auratus. 3 9’ dv: Canter. 
4 xededoers: Herm, 5 Bovd} with «added M. 
®& +g M}, rede M?. 7 rob M}, rov M?. 


‘The oath taken by the judges (489) may pronounce 
Orestes guilty as to the fact; but as his deed was done 
at the command of Zeus, whose representative is his son, 
Zeus therefore assumes all moral responsibility. 
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Cuorus 


How else, thou blood-stained man, had she 
nourished thee beneath her zone? Dost disown 
that nearest bond, a mother’s blood ? 


ORESTES 


Do thou now, Apollo, give thy testimony; and, 
I pray thee, expound the law, whether I was 
justified in slaying her. For to have done the deed, 
as donc it is, I deny it not. But whether this deed 
of blood seemeth to thy understanding to have been 
wrought in righteousness or in unrighteousness, do 
thou decide that I may inform the court. 


APOLLO 


Unto you, this high tribunal created by Athena, I 
will speak as justice bids,—seer that I am, I cannot 
utter untruth. Never yet, on my oracular throne, 
have I spoken aught touching man or woman or 
commonwealth, but what hath been commanded by 
Zeus, the father of the Olympians. | 

Mark how potent is this plea of justice; and I 
charge you to yield obedience to the Father’s will; 
for an oath hath not greater authority than Zeus.! 


Cyorus 


Zeus—on thy saying—gave thee this oracular 
_ command: to declare to Orestes here that he avenge 
the slaying of his father, but of the honour due his 
mother take no account at all ? 


33] 


AESCHYLUS - 


ATIOAAQN 


i La > a we a ~ 
625 od ydp Te TavTov avdpa yevvatov Bavetv 
dioaddrois oKymTpotor TYLadpovpevov, 
Kal Tatra mpos yuvarxds, ov tt Boupiors 
fe ¢ 4 ot os 4 
tofois exynBodorow, war “Apalovos, 
3 td ¢ 3 3 A o > > re 
aAr’ ws axoton, HaddAas of 7° epipevor 
630 Yidw Svapety robde mpayparos Teépt. 
amo otpateias’ yap vw" HuToAnKdra 
\ a9 oo» 5 is z 4 
fra mActor’ duewor® etppoaw dedeypern, 
Spoiry® mepOvr. Aoutpa Kant Téppate 
fapos mepeokyvwoer*t, ev 8° aréppove 
635 Korte. TedHjoao’ avdpa SaddAw mérrw. 
dvdpos pev viv otros elpyras pdpos 
Tob mavrocduvov, Too oTpaTnAarou vedy. 
tavrnv trowadrny etmov, ws 8nxOA’ Aeds, 
Gomep TéraxTar THvde KUp@oat Siknv. 


XOPOS 
at = A , ~ a / 
640 matpos mpoTyu.d Leds pudpov T@ o@ Adyw- 
? uy Di Ed 8 / Fs K / 
adtos 8° ednce® marépa mpeoBirny Kpdvov. 
m@s tadra tovros obK évavTiws Ayes; 
bpas 8 dxovew rair’ ey papripopat. 


ATIOAAQN 


@ ravromoh kvadara, orvyn Oedv, 
> 9 4 A nn ta w AQ? La 
645 médas pev av Adaerev, att TobS’ dKos 
' orparetas M?, orpurias M2. 2 mv: Porson. 
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5 dpolry MG, dpotry Schol. M, Aug. Paris, 2886. 
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APOLLO 

Aye, for it was in no wise the same thing—the 
murder of a high-born man, invested with the sceptre 
of god-given sway, and murder wrought, too, by a 
woman’s hand, not with gallant weapons, arrows 
sped from afar, it might be, by an Amazon, but in the 
manner as thou shalt hear, Pallas, and ye who here 
hold session to decide by vote upon this present cause. 

On his returning from the war, wherein, in the 
judgment of his well-affected subjects, he had for the 
most part won success beyond expectation,! she gave 
him weleome; then, as he was stepping from the 
bath, on its very edge, she curtained the laver with 
a tented cloak, enveloped her husband in a broidered 
robe’s inextricable maze, and hewed him down. 

Such was the manner of his taking off, as I have 
told it you—a hero, all-majestic, commander of the 
fleet. As for that woman, I have described her 
thus to whet the indignation of the folk to whom 
it hath been appointed to decide this cause. 


Cuorus 
A father’s death, according to thy plea, is held 
by Zeus as of more account; yet he himself cast 
into bonds his aged father Cronus. How does not 
this act belie thy argument? I call upon you 
(turning to the judges) to give heed to this. 


APOLLO 


Oh, monsters utterly loathed and detested of 
the gods! Bonds Zeus might undo; from them 

1 Literally “* trafficked better °—* better ” either ‘ than 
his foes, the Trojans”; or ‘‘ beyond expectation ” (since 
he was guilty of the death of his daughter); or possibly, 
without any implicit comparative force, simply ‘ well.” 
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4 wédw: Dindorf. 
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8 xexAnutvou M, xexranuévy FV3N. 
a Spdoxww : Wecklein. 





! Kinsfolk, actual or fictitious, were united in phratriai, 
with common worship, offerings, and festivals. 

* This notion appears in Egypt (Diodorus Siculus i. 80, 
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there is a remedy, and full many a means of their 
undoing. But when the dust hath drained the 
blood of man, once he is slain, there is no return to 
life. For this my Father hath provided no remedial 
spells, though all things else he reverseth and dis- 
poseth at his will; nor doth his exercise of might 
cost him a breath. 
Crorus 


Mark now the meaning of thy plea for his acquittal ! 
Shall he who has spilled upon the ground his mother’s 
kindred blood, shall he thereafter inhabit his father’s 
house in Argos? To what altars of common worship 
shall he have access? What brotherhood! will 
admit him to its lustral rite ? 


APOLLO 


This, too, I will set forth, and mark how rightful 
shall be my answer. The mother of what is called 
her child is not its parent, but only the nurse of 
the newly implanted germ.? The begetter is the 
parent, whereas she, as a stranger for a stranger, 
doth but preserve the sprout, except God shall 
blight its birth. And I will offer thee a sure proof 
of what I say: fatherhood there may be, when 
mother there is none. Here at hand is a witness, 
the child of Olympian Zeus—and not so much as 
whose source was Hecataeus, an older contemporary of 
Aeschylus) and in various Greek authors later than 
Aeschylus, e.g. Euripides, Orestes 552, Frag. 1064, the 
Pythagoreans cited by Stobaeus (Hense ii. 72). The 
passage in the play has been invoked as evidence that 
the Athenians of the fifth century B.c. were upholding, 
some the ancient mode of tracing descent from the mother 
(the argument of the Erinyes); others, the patrilinear 
theory advocated by Apollo. 
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ly dmiora M, ra mora FV3N, 2 rdad’ RN, 
i} XOPOS:; Karsten, 4 aldcic@ac with e over at M. 
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nursed in the darkness of the womb, but such a 
scion as no goddess could bring forth. 

But for my part, O Pallas, as in all things else, as 
I well know how, will I exalt thy city and thy people, 
so with this man; for I have sent him as suppliant to 
thy sanctuary that he might prove faithful for all time 
to come, and that thou, O Goddess, mightest win 
him as a new ally, him and his after-race, and it 
abide everlastingly that the posterity of this people 
maintain their plighted bond. 


ATHENA 
Am I to assume that enough has now been said, 
and shall I charge the judges now to cast their 
honest ballots in accordance with their true judg- 
ment ? 
Crorus 
For our part, every bolt of ours is already shot. 
But I remain to hear the issue of the trial. 


ATHENA 


Why should ye not? As for you (to Apollo and 
Orestes), how shall I so dispose as to escape censure 
at your hands ? 


APOLLO 


Ye have heard what ye have heard ; and as ye cast 
your ballots, let your hearts, my friends, hold sacred 
the oath ye have sworn. 


ATHENA 
Hear now my ordinance, ye men of Attica, who 
pronounce judgment at the first trial ever held for 
VOL. IT Zz 337 


AESCHYLUS 


Zotar 8¢ Kai 76 Aowrov Alyéws’ orpar@ 
aiet Suxacra@v*® toito BovAeuvTnptov. 

685 mayov & “Apewov tévd’, *Apalovey edpav 
oxnvas 0, 67° 7AQov Oncéws Kata pldvov 
otpaTnAatotoat, Kat moAw veomToAw 
TIVO” wypimrpyov dvrenipywoay TOTE, 

Ape 8 vor, évfev €o7’ emdvupos 

690  -wérpa, m&yos 7 “Apevos: ev 8€ 7H o€Bas 
dorév ddBos te Evyyevns TO py aduKety 
oxnoe 70 T° Tpap tal Kar’ edppdvay opds, 
avrav modTSy pn mixpawovtwy* voLous 
Kaxais émippoaicr: BopBépw 8 vowp 

695 Rapmpov puaivwy odrol” edpyaes morov. 

. 70 pa dvapyov pyre SeaToroupevov 
dorots weptaréAAover BovAedw oéBew," 
Kal py 7d Sewov wav méAcws e&w Badreiv. 
tis yap Sedouxws pydev evdixos Bporav; 

700 Towvde ToL TapBobvTes evdixws oEeBas 
epupd Te xebpas Kal Toews owrTnpLov 
éxyour dv, olov otris avOpamwy EXEL, 
ovr’ ev LkvOnow ovre WdAomos ev rémots. 
Kepoa@v aOtkrov tobto BovAeuTnptov, 

705 aldotov, d€vOupov, evdovtwy varep 
eypnyopos ppodpnpya vis kaiorapar. 

_ Taurny pev eferew” epois Tmapaiveow 
dorotaw els To Aowrdv: dpPodcbar Sé xp7 
1 alyéw M, alyéws FVSN. 

2 §' éxdorwy M, 3’ éexdorw FV3, 5’ éxdorm N: Canter. 
3 +68’: Grotius. 4 duws: Turn. 


5 "mixawovrur: Wakefield. 8 pndé ME V3N, wire G. 
7 cébev M, oéBew M marg., FN. 


' The Amazons, as ‘‘ daughters of Ares,” invaded Attica 
to take vengeance on Theseus cither, as one story reports, 
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bloodshed. Henceforth, even as now, this court of 
judges shall abide unto the people of Aegeus for 
evermore. And this Hill of Ares, whereon the 
Amazons had their seat and pitched their tents, 
what time they came, embattled, in resentment 
against Theseus, and in those days built up this 
new citadel with lofty towers to rival his, and sacri- 
ficed to Ares ; whence the rock takes its name from 
him, even the Hill of Ares!—upon this hill, I say, 
Reverence, indwelling in my burghers, and her kins- 
man Fear, shall withhold them from doing wrong 
by day and night alike, so be it they do not them- 
selves pollute the laws with evil influences ; stain 
clear water with mud and thou shalt never find 
sweet drink. 

Neither anarchy nor tyranny—this I counsel my 
burghers to maintain and hold in reverence, nor 
quite to banish fear from out the city. For who 
among mortal men is righteous that hath no fear 
of aught ? Stand then in just awe of such majesty 
and ye shall possess a bulwark to safeguard your 
country and your government, such as none of man- 
kind hath either among the Scythians or in Pelops’ 
realm. ‘This tribunal I do now establish, inviolable 
by lust of gain, august, quick to avenge, a guardian 
of the land, vigilant in defence of them that sleep. 

I have thus dwelt at length in exhortation to my 
people for time yet to be; but ye must needs now 


because he had carried off Antiope, their queen: or because 
he did not enclose the hill within the confines of his newly- 
founded city, which included the Acropolis. Aeschylus 
apparently rejects the legend whereby the Hill of Ares had 
its name from the fact that Ares was here tried for the 
murder of Halirrothius, a son of Poseidon, and acquitted by 
a tie vote of the gods, his judges. 
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rise, take each his ballot, and decide the cause under 
the sacred obligation of your oath. I have done. 

[The Judges rise from their seats 

and cast their ballots one by one 

during the following altercation 


Cuorus 


And hark ye! I counsel ye im no wise to dis- 
honour us, whose visitation can oppress your land. 


APOLLO 


And for my part, I charge ye to stand in fear of 
the oracles, not mine alone—for they are also from 
Zeus—and not to render them fruitless. 


Cuorus 


Nay, thou hast respect for deeds of blood that 
exceed thy office. The oracles thou dispensest shall 
no more be oracles undefiled. 


APOLLO 


And was then the Father in aught mistaken in 
his purposes, when Ixion, he who first shed blood, 
made suppliance unto him for purification ? 


Cuorus 


Thou art for argument! But if I fail to win the 
eause, I will visit this land hereafter as a burden- 
some guest. 

APOLLO 


Nay, among the younger and the elder deities 
alike, thou hast no honour. I shall gain the victory. 
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4 adudlBotos MV3N, dugiBovros F. 


1 In atonement for having shed blood (according to one 
legend, that of the dragon at Delphi, according to another, 
that of the Cyclopes), Apollo was compelled by Zeus to 
serve as a thrall in the house of Admetus, son of Pheres, 
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Cuorus 


Such was thy style of action also in the house of 
Pheres, when thou didst move the Fates to make 
mortals free from death.4 


APOLLO 


Is it not then right to befriend a votary, above all 
in his hour of need ? 
Cuorus 


Thou it was in truth who didst beguile with wine 
those ancient goddesses and thus abolish the dis- 
pensations of eld. 

APOLLO 


But thou, cast in thy suit, anon shalt spew thy 
venom—no whit an ill to thy enemies. 
[ The balloting is now ended 


Cuorus 


Since thou, a youth, would’st override mine age, 
I wait to hear the verdict in the case, for that I am 
still in doubt whether or not to be wroth against 


the town. 
ATHENA 


My office it is now to give final judgment; and 
this, my vote, I shall add to Orestes’ side. For 


An ancient story, adopted by Aeschylus, reported that, 
when the time came for Admetus to die, Apollo, in grati- 
tude for the kindness shown him by the prince, plied the 
Fates with wine (1. 728) and thus secured their consent that 
Admetus should be released from death on condition that 
some one should voluntarily choose to die in his stead, 
Euripides, in his Alcestis, tells how, when both the father 
and the mother of Admetus refused to give up to him 
the remnant of their days, his wife Alcestis died for him. 
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mother have I none that gave me birth, and in all 
things, save wedlock, I am for the male with all my 
soul, and am entirely on the father’s side. Where- 
fore I shall not hold of greater account the death 
of a wife, who slew her lord, the lawful master of the 

house. Orestes, even with equal ballots, wins. 
Quick! Cast forth the ballots from the urns, 
ye of the jury to whom this office hath been assigned. 
[The ballots are turned out and separated 


ORESTES 
O Phoebus Apollo! How will the verdict go ? 


Cuorus 
O Night, our Mother dark, seest thou this ? 


ORreEsTES 


The end has come—either I am to live or perish 
. by the noose. 
Cuorus 


Aye, and ruin for us, or henceforth to maintain 
our honours. 
APOLLO 


Count fairly, my friends, the ballots now cast 
forth; and as ye make division pay due heed to 
do no wrong. Error of judgment is the source of 
much distress, and the cast of a single ballot hath 
restored the welfare of a house. 

[Lhe ballots are shown to Athena 


ATHENA 


This man stands acquitted on the charge of murder. 
The numbers of the casts are equal. 

[Apollo disappears 

345 


755 


765 


770 


AESCHYLUS 


OPESTHS 

® IaddAds, & cwoaca tovs eods dopovs. 
yalas’ matpwas eotepnuevov av Tot 
KaTwKiads per Kat tis “KAAjvww pel, 
: _ Apyeios dui” avdlis &v TE xPnwacw 
oixel TATpwBors, HadAdsos Kat Aogiov 
éxart, Kat Tob mévTa KpaivovTos tpirou 
awrhpos,” 6s tatp@ov aidecbels popov 
oben” pe, pe pnrpos TaOSE TVVOLKOUS Opa. 

eye dé xdpa Thoe Kal TH o@ orparé 
76 Aourév eis dravra mAevoTipn xpdvov 
opkwpoTnaas viv ames mpos dopous, 
pyro. tw avdpa Sebpo mpvyvytyv xOoves 
eAOovr’ éoicew «db Kexacpévov ddpv. 
ado yap pets dvTes ev Tadois TOTE 
rots Tada TapBaivovor viv opkmpata 
dynxavorot’ mpatouev Svompatiars, 
dd0ds al¥pous Kal TapdpyiBas mopous 
Tibevres, ws atrotot perapeAn movos: 
dpbovpevwy 8é, Kal médAw thy IladAddos 
Ty.@ow ailel®> rHvde cuppayw dopi, 
avrotow pets copev edpeveorepor. 

Kal yalpe, Kal ov Kai moAvccotyos Aews: 
mdAaop’ aduKrov Tots évavtiows Exots, 
awrnpidv te Kai Sopos viKnpopov- 


XOPOS 
ors N tf Al , 
iw Qeot vewrepot, tadarods vopous [orp. a. 
Kabinmacacbe Kak yep@v etAecbe pov. 
1 kai ys: Dindorf. 2 dvnp: Wakefield. 
* odger: Kirchhoff (cp. 1. 241). 


1 dunxydvoas M, dunxdavoro: FV3N. 
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ORESTES 


O Pallas, O Saviour of my house! I was bereft 
of fatherland, and it is thou who hast given me a 
home therein again. And it shall be said in Hellas : 
“The man is an Argive once more, and dwells in 
his father’s heritage by grace of Pallas and of Loxias 
and of that third God, the all-ordaining one, the 
Saviour ’’—even he who hath had respect unto my 
father’s death, and preserveth me, seeing that my 
mother’s cause has advocates such as these. 

And now I depart unto my home, first unto this 
thy land and folk! having pledged mine oath to 
hold for the future, even to the fulness of all time, 
that verily no chieftain of my country shall come 
hither to raise against them the embattled spear. 
For I myself, then in my grave, will bring it to pass 
by baffling ill-success, even by visiting their marches 
with discouragement and their ways with evil 
omens, so that they who violate my present oath 
shall repent them of their enterprise. But while the 
straight course is preserved and they hold in ever- 
lasting honour this city of Pallas with their con- 
federate spears, I shall be the more graciously 
disposed unto them. 

And so farewell—thou and thy people that guard 
thy city. May thy struggle with thy foes let none 
escape and may it bring thee safety and victory in 
war ! {Eait 

Cuorus 


Shame! Ye younger gods, ye have ridden down 
the ancient laws and have wrested them from my 
1 The passage points to the league between Athens and 


Argos, formed atter Cimon was ostracized (461 B.c.) and 
the treaty with Sparta denounced. 
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348 


EUMENIDES 


grasp. And I, bereft of honour, unhappy that I am, 
in my grievous wrath, in requital for my griefs 
discharge from my heart upon this land (and woe 
unto it!) venom, yea venom, in drops its soil can 
not endure. And from it a canker, blasting leaf, 
blasting child (ah! just return !), speeding over the 
land shall cast upon the ground infection ruinous 
to human kind. I groan aloud. What shall I do? 
I am mocked by the people. Intolerable are the 
wrongs I have suffered. Ah, cruel indeed the 
wrongs of the woeful daughters of Night, bereft 
of honour and distressed ! 


ATHENA 


Let me prevail with you not to bear it with sore 
lament. For ye have not been vanquished. Nay, the 
trial resulted fairly in ballots equally divided with- 
out disgrace to thee; but from Zeus was offered 
testimony clear, and he that himself uttered the 
oracle himself bare witness that Orestes should not 
suffer harm for his deed. And be ye no longer 
indignant, launch not your grievous wrath upon 
this land, nor visit it with unfruitfulness by dis- 
charging drops whose wasting influence will devour 
the seed. For I do promise you most sacredly that 
ye shall occupy a cavernous seat in a righteous land, 

1 To avoid the collision of metaphors, Abresch assumed 
the loss of a line in which some qualification of Orestes 
would have been named as object of the second verb. 
Verrall thought the object was designedly omitted to indi- 
cate the passion of the Erinyes. 

® relOecde: Turn. 2°) Suave V. oxOjoas M: ‘Turn. 

12 ]1, 800-1 bets 5€ re ride yQ Bapiy Kédrov oxiynobe ph 
GupotcOe M: Weil formerly (cxyynre Elmsley). 

13 trevudvwr Wakefield. _ 
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where by your hearths ye shall sit on radiant thrones, 
worshipped with honour by my burghers here. 


Cuorus 


Shame! Ye younger gods, ye have ridden down 
the ancient laws and have wrested them from my 
grasp! And I, bereft of honour, unhappy that J am, 
in my grievous wrath, in requital for my griefs 
discharge from my heart upon this land (and woe 
unto it!) venom, yea venom, in drops its soil can 
not endure. And from it a canker, blasting leaf, 
blasting child (ah! just return !), speeding over the 
land shall cast upon the ground infection ruinous 
to human kind. I groan aloud. What shall I do? 
I am mocked by the people. Intolerable are the 
wrongs I have suffered. Ah, cruel indeed the 
wrongs of the woeful daughters of Night, bereft 
of honour and distressed ! 


ATHENA 


Bereft of honour ye are not; wherefore, god- 
desses though ye be, do not in excess of wrath 
blight past all cure a land of mortal men. I, too, 
rely on Zeus—what need to speak of that ?—and 
know, J alone of the gods, the keys of the armoury 
wherein his thunderbolt is sealed. Yet thereof there 
isno need. But yield thee to my persuasion, and let 
not a froward tongue utter threats against the land 
that all things bearing fruit shall fail to prosper. Lull 
to rest the black billow’s bitter rage, since thou shalt 
receive proud honours and shalt dwell with me. 





l grnonte: Linwood. . > dwudrwy: Casaubon. 
3 edreOijs: Herm. 4 dri xObva: Burges. 
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And when the first fruits of this broad land are thine 
henceforth for evermore—offerings in behalf of 
children and of marriage rite—thou shalt then 
commend my counsel. 


Cuorus 


I to be treated thus, oh shame! I, sage in ancient 
wisdom, to dwell beneath the earth a thing dis- 
honoured (oh shame!) and detested! My spirit 
pants with fury and utter rage. Oh, oh, the shame 
of it! What anguish steals into my breast! O 
mother Night, give ear to the ery of my passion! 
The gods, holding me a thing of naught, have reft 
me of mine immemorial honours by their resistless 
craft. 


ATHENA 


I will bear with thy wrathful mood since thou art 
mine elder. And in that respect thou hast no doubt 
wisdom greater than I; yet Zeus hath granted to 
me, too, no mean understanding. But as for you, 
if ye depart to a land inhabited of other tribes 
of men, ye shall come to love this land—I 
forewarn you that. For time, in his on-flowing 
course, shall bring yet greater honours to this my 
people. And thou, enthroned in dignity nigh unto 
Erechtheus’ house, shalt obtain, from trains of men 
and women, more honours than thou could’st ever 
win from all the world beside. Upon this realm, 


8 suey M, with -a- over @ m, Tidy FV3N. 

® Sauat-wy with -ay- over we M (daulay in |, 879), dapéar 
FV3N : L. Dindorf. 

10 §6\w M (oc over w m) FV3, dédy N. 
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Wakefield, <ei> Abresch. 12 Bony: Pauw (and door). 
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my realm, do thou cast no keen incentives to blood- 
shed, injurious to young hearts, maddening them 
with a fury not of wine; nor yet, plucking as it 
were the heart out of fighting-cocks, implant in my 
people the spirit of intestine war in mutual reckless- 
ness. Let their warring be with foreign foes—and 
in no stinted store for him in whom there lives a 
strong passion for renown; but of birds’ battling 
within the home I will have naught. 

Such blessings from my hand are thine to choose 
—bestowing good, receiving good, in goodly honour, 
to have a portion in this most god-beloved land. 


Cuorus 


I to be treated thus, oh shame! I, sage in ancient 
wisdom, to dwell beneath the earth a thing dis- 
honoured (oh shame!) and detested! My spirit 
pants with fury and utter rage. Oh, oh, the shame 
of it! What anguish steals into my breast! O 
mother Night, give ear to the cry of my passion. 
The gods, holding me a thing of naught, have 
dispossessed me of mine immemorial honours by 
their resistless craft. 


ATHENA 


Nay, I will not weary of telling of my boons to 
thee, that thou mayst never say that thou, an 
ancient goddess, wast by me, a younger goddess, 
and by the mortal guardians of my city, dishonoured 
and strangered cast from out this land. No! 
But if thou holdest sacred the majesty of Suasion, 

+ doivous: Rob. * wy’: Dindorf.  * éuotow M, euots FV3N, 
4 lipton xdpa (kdpn? M+): Stephanus, 
5 rls éort with at overt M, ris éora: FV3N. 
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the soothing appeasement and spell of my tongue— 
then thou wilt, perchance, abide. But if thou art 
minded not to abide, then surely it were unjust for 
thee to make to descend upon this city any manner 
of wrath or rage or harm unto its folk. For it lieth 
with thee to hold an owner’s portion in this land 
justly enjoying full meed of honour. 


Cuorus 


Queen Athena, what manner of abode is it thou 
sayest is to be mine ? 


ATHENA 
One free from all pain and annoy. And do thou 
accept it. 
Cuorus 
Say that I have accepted it, what honour is in 
store for me ? 
ATHENA 


That without thee no house shall thrive. 


Corus 
Wilt thou gain for me the possession of such 
power ? 
ATHENA 
Aye, for we will prosper the fortunes of our 
votaries. 
Cuorus 
And wilt thou give me a pledge for all time to 
come ? 
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A@HNA 
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XOPOS 
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XOPOS 
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905 e€ otpavod Te: Kavewy anata 
evyAiws mvéov7’ emoreixyev yOova‘ 
Kapiév te yalas Kat Bordv® énipputov 
dorotow evbevoivra® pun Kdpvew xpovw, 
Kal TOv Bporeiwy omepparwv owrnpiav. 
910 Tav edocBovvtwr* 8 expopwrépa medXots. 
otépyw yap, avdpos purumoipevos® dixny, 
To TOV dixaiwy T@Vvd amevOntov yevos. 
Totadra covoTt.. ta&v dpedatwy 3° eyo 
mpeTT@v aywvwv odK ave€opat TO LH OV 
915 THvd’ dotiviKxoy év Bpotots Tyndv moAw. 
1 teorw MN, tears FVS. 2 Bpordv: Stanley 
NY evevotvrag (7.€. -ra) M, evorevotvra FV3N? (etaGevotrre 
‘ bvaceBotvrwy : Headlam. 
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ATHENA 
Yea, for I may not promise what I shall not fulfil. 


Crorus 


Methinks thou wilt win me by thy spells; my 
anger departs from me. 


ATHENA 


Abide then in the land and thou shalt gain thee 
other friends. 
Cuorus 


What blessings dost thou then bid me - invoke 
upon this land ? 
ATHENA 


Such blessings as have regard to no evil victory. 
I implore blessings from the earth and from the 
waters of the deep and from the heavens ; and that 
the breathing gales may pass o’er the land in radiant 
sunshine, that the increase of the earth and grazing 
beasts, teeming with overflowing plenty, may not 
fail my citizens in after time, and that the seed of 
man may ever be kept safe. May it be godly men 
whose increase thou prosperest the more ; for, like 
him that careth for the growing plant, ‘I cherish 
the stock of these just men (pointing to the audience) 
that bring no blight of sorrow. 

Such boons are thine to give ; and for my part, 
I will not suffer this city to be unhonoured among 
men, this city victorious in the glorious contests of 
deadly war. 





5 dirty womévos M, getvrouuévos FV3N : Lobeck. 
8 gévore M, covort N: Porson. 
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Cnorus 


I will accept a home wherein to dwell with Pallas, 
and I will not visit with dishonour a city which she, 
with Zeus, the omnipotent, and Ares, holds as a 
fortress of the gods, the bright ornament that guards 
the altars of the gods of Hellas. For that city it 
is my prayer, with propitious auguries, that the 
radiant splendour of the sun may cause to burgeon 
from the earth, in bounteous plenty, blessings that 
give happiness to life. 


ATHENA 


In loving zeal towards these my burghers I act 
thus, installing here among them divinities powerful 
and hard to please. For to their office it hath 
fallen to hold dominion over all things mortal. Yet 
he who hath not found them grievous, he knoweth 
not whence come the blows of life. For it is the 
sins of his fathers that hale him before them, and, 
for all his loud boasting, Destruction, in silence and 
dread wrath, levelleth him to the dust. 


Cuorus 


May no hurtful wind blow to the destruction of 
the trees—'tis thus I declare my grace—and may 
no scorching heat, blasting the budding plants, pass 
the borders of its proper clime; may no deadly 
blight draw nigh to kill the fruit; may the earth 


1 éauBpdoa M, eEauvpdoat FV3N: Pauw. 
2 Bapéwy: H. L. Ahrens. 
3 dumdaxiuard M, apaptiuara without xy FV3N: Pauw. 
4 <> Musgrave. 
5 provytds M, droyuds FV3, proyuds 7’ N. 
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durdois M, dirdoiow FV3N. 
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foster the teeming flocks with twin increase at the 
appointed time, and ever may the rich produce of 
the earth pay the gods’ gift of lucky gain 


ATHENA 


Do ye hear, ye warders of my city, what blessings 
they would bring to pass? For mighty is the 
potency of the revered Erinyes both with the death- 
less high gods and with the powers of the world 
below ; and in their dealings with mankind, visibly, 
perfectly, they work their will, unto some giving 
song, unto others a life bedimmed by tears. 


Cuorvus 


And I ban deadly and untimely fate for men. O 
ye that have the rightful power, grant that lovely 
maidens may live each to find her mate; and grant 
it, O ye Fates divine, our sisters by one mother, 
ye divinities whose award is just, who have a common 
part in every home, and whose righteous visitations 
are grievous at every season, O ye most honoured 
everywhere among the gods ! 

1 Because the god’s gifts of precious metals (the Athenians 
have especially silver in mind) must be found, as it were, 


by luck ; and Hermes is the god of lucky finds, gpyaov is 
an “unexpected find.” : 





§ kpdwy MF V3, daxpiwv N. 
7 kbp’ M (vin erasure), xipees FV3N. 
8 geal rov: Herm. 
® néya xowor M, peydxowo. FV3N: Turn. 
10 rdvra MF’, révtrwr N: Canter. 
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ATHENA 


It gladdens me that with loving zeal they promise 
to confirm these blessings for my land ; and I am 
grateful to Suasion that her glance kept ever watch 
o’er my tongue and lips when I encountered their 
fierce refusal. But Zeus, he that sways men’s 
tongues,! hath triumphed. Victorious is our rivalry 
in doing good for evermore. 


Cnorvus 


May faction, insatiate of ill, ne’er raise her loud 
voice within this city—this I pray; and may the 
dust not drink the black blood of its people and 
through passion work ruinous slaughtering for 
vengeance to the destruction of the State.2 Rather 
may they return joy for joy in a spirit of common 
love, and may they hate with one accord; for 
therein lieth the cure of many an evil in the world. 


ATHENA 


Are they then not minded to find out the path 
of a propitious tongue? T’rom these appalling 
visages I foresee great profit in store for these my 


1 Zeus presides over the assemblies of citizens and directs 
the speech of public men. 

* The expression of the thought ‘take reprisals in a civil 
war,” is overloaded and the grammatical relation of the 
words is involved. More exactly: ‘seize greedily (as a wild 
beast seizes his prey) upon calamities—of vengeance—to the 
Ao calamities in which blood is shed in requital for 
blood.’ 





3 dpa M, dpa m, apa FV3N, 
4 edploxe.; Pauw (; Herm.). 
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burghers. If kindly, even as they are kindly, ye 
pay them high worship evermore, ye shall surely 
be pre-eminent, guiding your land and your city 
in the straight path of righteousness. 


Cironus 


Vare ye well, fare ye well, amid the wealth vouch- 
safed by fate. Hare ye well, ye folk of the city, 
ye that are seated nigh unto Zeus, ye beloved of 
the beloved Maiden, learning at last the way of 
wisdom. Nestling beneath the wings of Pallas, 
the Father holdeth ye in reverence. 


ATHENA 


Fare ye well likewise. But I needs must lead the 
way to point out your dwellings by the sacred light 
of these, your eseorts.t Do ye now depart, and sped 
beneath the earth with these solemn sacrifices, 
restrain whate’er is to our country’s bane, but 
whate’er may profit her, send forth to win her 
victory! Ye children of Cranaiis? that hold this 
city, lead on their way these new dwellers therein. 
And may the citizens cherish good will in requital 
for the good done unto them ! 


1 The Chorus are now to be solemnly condueted to the 
cave beneath the Hill of Ares, the seat of the worship of the 
Venerable Ones (Zeuvat, 1. 1041), with whom the poet here 
identifies the Erinyes, the Angry Ones, the Avenging Spirits. 
The identification seems also to inc:ude the Eumenides, the 
Kindly Ones, who were worshipped at Sicyon, at Argos, and 
in Attica at Phlya and Colonus (see Sophocles’ Oedipus 
Coloneus). The procession is formed by Athena (at its 
head), the Chorus, the Areopayites, toreh-bearers, the women 
who guard the Palladium, and various others. In the rear 
eame the Athenian publie. 

? Cranaiis was the mythical founder of the “ rocky city” 
(kpavads “‘ rocky’), a favourite name of Athens. 
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Cuorus 


Fare ye well, fare ye well again, I repeat, all ye 
in the city, gods and mortals both, who inhabit 
Pallas’ burgh. Reverence duly my sojourn among 
you and ye shall not have cause to blame in aught 
your lot in life. 

ATHENA 


I approve the words of your invocation, and will 
escort you by the light of gleaming torches to your 
nether home beneath the earth, attended by the 
ministrants who in duty bound keep watch over 
mine image ; for the very eye of the whole land of 
Theseus shall come forth, a glorious train, maidens 
and matrons, and a throng of ancient dames. 

Apparel them honourably in festal robes of scarlet, 
and let the torches’ flare move on, that the kindly 
disposition of this company of visitants to our land 
may henceforth make its presence manifest in bless- 
ings that bring prosperity unto its sons. 


Cuorus oF THE Processional Escort 


Pass on your way to your abode, O ye mighty 
children of Night, children, yet aged, lovers of 
honour, under kindly escort— 

Hush! Good words, ye dwellers in the land! 


Under the primeval caverns of the earth, portioned 
with the high honour of worship and oblation— 
Hush! Good words, all ye folk ! 


* srporouzmel Schol. M, Schol. F ; and N. 
8 Bar’ (Bar M) ev dum: Wellauer. 
® et0idpou: L.Dindorf. 1 ywpeire: Herm. ™[ ] Herm. 
mepicém7ae Toya Te M, repicérra tixa te FN (-ra riya 


re V3): Herm, 18 ravdupt M, wavdynuel FV3N. 
VOL, 11 2B 869 
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Gracious and propitious to the land, come hither, 
ye Venerable Goddesses, attended by the flame-fed 
torch, rejoicing as ye go. 

Raise a glad shout in echo to our song ! 


Peace endureth for future time between the 
citizens of Pallas’ burgh and them that have come 
to dwell therein, Zeus, the all-seeing, and Fate 
have lent their aid unto this end. 

Raise a glad shout in echo to our song ! 

[Exeunt omnes 
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SELECTED FRAGMENTS 


Tus selection includes those fragments of which at 
least one entire verse, or two connected half-verses, 
is preserved. The numbers in parentheses, unless 
otherwise designated, are those of the second edition 
of Nauck’s Tragicorum Graecorum fragmenta (1889). 
Fragments not included in Nauck’s collection are 
numbered according to the arrangement adopted in 
“Unlisted Fragments of Aeschylus,” American 
Journal of Philology, xli. (1920) 101-114. Unidentified 
fragments assigned to Aeschylus by modern scholars 
are indicated either by “ Anon.,” followed by the 
numbers of Nauck’s ’Aééorora, or by the numbers of 
Wecklein’s edition, or by both. 
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THE PLAYS OF AESCHYLUS 


Seventy-three of the nnder-mentioned titles appear in the list of the 
dramas that is found in the Medicean manuscript. 


"Ayapepvov. Bacodpau. 

’A Odpuas. TAatKos révrtos6 
Aiyérrio..§ TAatkos Horvieds.® 
Aitvaias (yvijocor).4 15 Aavaides. 

5 Aitvaias (voGor).4 AcxtvovAkoi.3 
*AXKpajvn.) 3 Avovicov tpopot (or 
Apron. Tpoot).® 5 ° 
*Apyetoe or “Apyecat. *"EAevoriviot. 

"Apyo 7} Korarrijso *Exiyovot. 

0 Ataddvt.? 20 ‘Erra émi OnBas. 

Baxxau Hupevides, 


1 Not mentioned in the Karddoyos rév Alcxtdou Spaydrwr. 

2 No identified fragment is extant. 

3 No identified fragment forming an entire verse’ is 
extant. 

4 The two plays of this name are not to be distinguished 
in the extant fragments. 

5 Alternative titles are due to Alexandrian scholars whose 
explanatory designations sought to avoid confusion between 
dramas of the same name. Where such alternative titles 
occur, that denoting the Chorus is presumably older than 
—? Ce a principal personage or the subject matter of 
the play. 

6 ‘The descriptive epithet added after a title may be due to 
Alexandrian scholars, who sought thereby to distinguish 
dramas of the same name. 
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"Hdwvol, 45 Muppddves. 
“HAdoes. Mvool. 
“HpaxAcidar, Neaviokou 

25 Oadapororoi. Nepéa.3 

Oewpot 7} To pracrai.® Nopetdes. 
Opyjooat 50 NidBn. 
“Tépecat.} Edvrpiat. 

"Ixérides, Oistzrovs. 

30 Téiwy. “Orduv kpiots. 
"Iduyévera.. *OoroAdyor. " 
KaPetpou. 55 LlaAapajdys.t 
KaddAwwr.3 TlevOets. 
Kapes 7) Evpeéry.? TlepparPides. 

35 Kepxvav.3 Tléporat. 
Kijpuxes. TIjveAdry. 
Kipxy.? 60 Hodvdéxris.? 
Kpjooa. Tl popn beds Serparys.® 
[Kéxvos.]} TIpopnGeds Avopevos.® 

40 Adios.? IpopnOeds rupKacts.) © 
Aéwv. IlpopnGets ruppdpos.$ 
Ajpvroe or Anjprveat.? 65 Lporopzrol.8 
Avkotpyos. Hpwrevs. 

Mépvov. LaAapivias 


1 Not mentioned in the KardAoyos r&v Aloxidov Spapdrwv. 

2 No identified fragment is extant. 

® No identified fragment forming an entire verse is 
extant. 

5 Alternative titles are due to Alexandrian scholars whose 
explanatory designations, sought to avoid confusion between 
dramas of the same name. Where such alternative titles 
occur, that denoting the Chorus is presumably older than 
that denoting a principal personage or the subject matter of 
the play. 

® The descriptive epithet added after a title may be due 
to Alexandrian scholars, who sought thereby to distinguish 
dramas of the same name. 
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Depery 7 “YSpodpdpou.® © Piveds.2 
Lioudos Sparerys.” © Popk ides. 
0 Licudhos wetpoxvAtaris.» ©  Ppiyes 7) “Extopos Avrpu.? 
Lohiyé. Ppdbyror.? 
TAedos. 80 Xondédpot. 
Tofdrides, Woyaywyot. 
‘YpuriAy.3 Woyxorracias 
5 BiAokryrys. ’QpelOvia 


Satyric plays attested: Kepxvav, Kijpuxes, Kip, 
Aéwv, Aveovpyds, LUpopn@evs (arvpxaets), Ipwrei's, 
2Ziyé Possibly satyric are: “Apupdvy, T'Aav«os 
movtws, KaddAwrtd, KafBepor, Bavrpias, Liocvdos 
Sparrérns, Popxives. 

Tetralogies attested : 

1. (472 Buc.) Piveds, Tlépoos, PAatcos (Ilotvsess), 
Tpopn Gets (rvpkaeis). 

2, (467 B.c.) Adios, Oidirous, Erra eri OnBas, Dpiyé. 

8. Aveotpyea: “Hdwvoi, Bacodpar, Neavicxou, 
Avkotpyos. 

4. Opéorera (458 B.c.): “Ayapésvov, Xonddpor, 
Evpevides, Tpwreds. 


1 Not mentioned in the Karddoyos rév Aloxtdov dpaydrwr. 

2 No identified fragment is extant. pvyio is probably 
the same play as Spvyes. 

3 No identified fragment forming an entire verse is extant. 

4 The two plays are not to be distinguished in the extant 
fragments. 

5 Alternative titles are due to Alexandrian scholars whose 
explanatory designations sought to avoid confusion between 
dramas of the same name. Where such alternative titles 
occur, that denoting the Chorus is presumably older than 
that denoting a principal personage or the subject matter of 
the play. 

6 The descriptive epithet added after a title may be due 
to Alexandrian scholars, who sought thereby to distinguish 
dramas of the same name. 
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By reason of the myth or of other indication of 
connexion between their several members, the 
following groups may be assumed with some 
probability. (The order within the group is often 
uncertain.) 


‘Ixérides, Aiytrrios, Aavaisdes, "Apupovy (satyric). 

WPvyaywyot, Ooroddyor, IyveAdrn, Kipky (satyric). 

IlpopnOeds Secpadrys, LpopnGeds Avépevos, LpopnGers 
Tuppopos. 

"“Orhuy xpiois, Oppocat, Yadapivias. 

Muppiddves, Nypeides, Ppvyes 7) "Exropos Avzpa. 

"Apyd, Arjpvior (Ajpviae?), “YurtAn, KaBetpor 
(satyric ?). 

*HXevorivior, “Apyetos (Apyetat ?), Eatyovor. 

AcxrvovAKot, LoAvdextys, PopKides. 

Méenvov, Vvyorracia. 

TleppaiBides, Tétwv. 

Mugoi, Ti Aedos. 


Theban legends of Dionysus seem to have formed 
the subjeet of no less than five plays: Zewédyn 7} 
‘YSpopdpot, Atovicov tpopot (or ‘I'podot), Baxxar, 
Eadvrptat, evdeds. The Argument to Euripides’ 
Baxyat asserts that the story of that drama had 
been handled in IevGeds. 

To reduee the number of these Dionysus-plays 
to the compass of a trilogy or tetralogy, various 
expedients have been proposed : 


1. To seek other connexions for Avovicou tpodot 
and assume a tetralogy consisting of ZepéAy 7 
‘YSpopdpo1, Bayar, TlevOevs, Révrpear (satyric). 

2. To regard Bayar as an alternative name for 
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TlevOevs, or for Zdvrpiae (not satyric), or even for 
Bacodpat. 

3. To make Béxya: the title of the group Yepédy 
7 YSpoddpor, TevOeds, Bdvrpra. 

4. To make IevOevs the name of the trilogy 
Lepéry 7) “YSpopédpor, Bdxyar, Zdvrpear 
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Athamas, a hero localized in Boeotia and Thessaly, 
was the son of Aeolus according to the genealogy 
commonly adopted in antiquity. By his divine wife 
Nephele he had two children, Phrixus and Helle ; 
by his second wife Ino, daughter of Cadmus, he had 
two sons, Learchus and Melicertes. Apollodorus, 
Library, iii. 4. 3 (ep. i. 9. 2) narrates that Zeus 
entrusted the newly-born Dionysus to Hermes, who 
conveyed him to Ino and Athamas, and persuaded 
them to rear the babe as a girl. In consequence of 
madness brought upon them by Hera in her in- 
dignation, Athamas hunted his elder son as a deer 
and killed him ; Ino threw Melicertes into a boiling 
cauldron, and then, carrying it, together with the 
dead body of the child, leaped into the sea. The 
Argument to the first Isthmian Ode of Pindar reports 
a different version : that the corpse of Learchus was 
thrown into the cauldron by Ino, who then, having 
become mad, plunged into the sea. The Isthmian 
games were instituted by Sisyphus in honour of 
Melicertes. 


1 (1) 
TOV perv Tpimrous edé€ar’ oiKxetos AEBys 
atet puddoowy tiv Uirép mupds aTdow: 
Athenaeus, Deipnosophists, ii. 6. p. 31 F3 cp. vii. 100. 
p. 316 B. 
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The one was cast into the three-legged cauldron 
of the house, that ever kept its place above the fire. 


2 (2) 


xadkéotow eEavoripow eapovpevort 








Etymologicum Florentinum 116 (Miller); cp. Etymolo- 
gicum Magnum 346. 56. 
1 eLavoriipes xerpovuevor: Dindorf. 


Taking out with bronze flesh-hooks 


AITNAIAI 


A Sicilian maiden named Thaleia or Aetna, having 
|been embraced by Zeus, in fear of Hera’s wrath 
|prayed that the earth might open and swallow her 
Jup. Her prayer was granted, but when the time of 
her delivery was at hand, the earth opened again 
and twin boys came forth, who were called Palici, 
because they had-‘“‘come back” (érd rot radu 
ixéo ax) from the earth. The Palici were worshipped 
(originally with human sacrifices) in the neighbour- 
hood of Mount Aetna (Macrobius, Saturnalia, v. 19. 
17; cp. Servius on Virgil, Aeneid, ix. 584). 

*“ Having arrived in Sicily, as Hiero was then (476 
B.C.) founding the city of Aetna, Aeschylus exhibited 
his Aeinae as an augury of a prosperous life for those 
who were uniting in the settlement of the city ” 
(Life of Aeschylus). 

The play is named Airvaia:, The Women of Aetna, 
in the Medicean Catalogue, and so apparently in 
Frag. 9 and Frag. 10 (Nauck). The title has the 
form Aérva: in the Life and in Nauck’s 7 and 8; 
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Aizva in Nauek’s 11, Aetna in Maerobius. Alex- 
andrian scholars thought to distinguish a genuine 
from a spurious play of this name. See p. 375. 


3 (6) 

/ a 3 Lees > a y+ te + 
. tt O97’ én” adrois dvoya Onoovrat Bporoi; 
. oevorvs Tladtxods Leds édierar’ radeiv. 

> ‘ a hw. m2 t 
. 9 Kat [laducdy edAcyws pevet® ddris; 

LA A i ie ft 3 50° > ‘f 
madw yap 7fovo éx oxdrov® 760’ eis aos. 


Br o> 


Macrobius, Saturnalia v. 19. 24. 

1 ESTTAT P!, EPYETAI P?: Stanley. 

2 uéve edd. before Schneidewin. 

3 HKOTZEKZTOTE P: féove’ Burges, é« cxérov Hermann. 


a. What name, then, shall mortals put upon them ? 

B. Zeus commandeth that they be called the holy 
Palici. 

a. And shall the name “ Paliei” abide as rightly 
given? 

B. Aye, for they shall “ come baek ” from darkness 
to this light. 


LI. 3-4 form the motto of Bridges’ Palicio. 


AMYMONH 


“But the land of Argos beg waterless, since 
Poseidon had dried up even the springs because of 
his anger at Inachus for testifying that it belonged 
to Hera, Danaiis sent his daughters to draw water. 
One of them, Amymone, as she was searching for 
water, threw a dart at a deer and hit a sleeping 
satyr. He, starting up, desired to foree her; but) 
Poseidon appearing on the scene, the satyr fled, and 
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Amymone lay with Poseidon, and he revealed to her 
the springs at Lerna ”’ (Apollodorus, Library, ii. 1. 4). 
The play was probably satyric. 


4 ( 2) 
\ 5 a t a oe. 441 
Gol jeev yapretobat [opoiwov, yafretv r) €p0l. 
Ammonius, On Words of like Form but different Meaning 


37 (Valckenaer), Bachmann, Anecdota Graeca, ii. 375. 8. 
1 6é «7 Ammonius, 5’ ¢uol Bachm. Anecd. 


"Twas thy fate to be my wife; mine to be thy 
husband. 


5 (14). 
mw A ‘ i ‘ , 
Kaywye Tas oas Baxkdpets TE KL LUpa 
Athenaeus, Deipnosophists xv. 41. p. 690 c. 


And for my part I [wish] thy nards and balsam too 


APTEIOI 


In the Medicean Catalogue and the Etymologicum 
Magnum (see under Fragment 7) the play bears the 
title “Apyeto., The Men of Argos. In the authors 
citing Fragment 6 and Nauck’s 18 (Hesychius, 
Lexicon 1. 257) the name is “Apyetou, which suggests 
that the Chorus was formed of the mothers of the 
Argive commanders who fell in the attack on Thebes 
described in the extant play of Aeschylus. Accord- 
ing to Welcker, the “EXeveiioc anticipated the first, 
the ’Apyeio. the second, part of Euripides’ Suppliants. 
M. Schmidt in Philologus, xvi. (1860) 161, conjectured 
that the drama was entitled ’Apy«éa from the daughter 
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of Adrastus who married Polynices, and who, in 
Statius’ Thebaid, was joined by Antigone in burying 
her father. 

Fragment 155 has been assigned to this play. 


6 (16) 
kal vada KayKudnTa Kat xA_dov BeAdv* 


Harpocration, Glossary of the Ten Attic Orators 306. 11. 
1 Badav: M. Schmidt. 


Both darts and looped javelins and heaped missiles 


7 (17) 
tKamavets pot Kxaradeirerau 
Aourois® & Kepavvos® apOpwr* 
2 OPM TTON 
évndvotwr® aaédurevT 


Etymologicum Magnum 341. 5, Lexicon Sabbaiticum 21. 


1 nov Bt. Mag., wor Lex. Sab. 

2 Nowrots Ht. Mag., howdy Lew. Sab. 

3 dxépauvos: Welcker (cp. Et. Mag. évndtoim déyerat els o 
kepawds eloBéBnxer). 

4 dpbpwv: M. Schmidt. 

5 érpdvolwy: Stanley. 


Capaneus is left me with the remains of his 
lightning-smitten limbs that the thunderbolt had 
left behind (?) 


From a lament, probably by the Chorus, on the Argive 
chieftains who fell in the first attack on Thebes ; or possibly 
by Evadne over the body of her husband Capaneus, of whose 
destruction, by the lightning of Zeus, Eteocles is confident 
in Seven against Thebes 444. In Euripides’ Suppliants the 
bodies of the other Argive champions were burned on 4 
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single funeral pyre, that of Capaneus was burned apart as 
‘ eae onted corpse; and upon his pyre his wife threw 
erself. 


APTO 


In the Medicean Catalogue the play is entitled 
*“Apy® 7) kwrarrjs (so M); in the Aldine edition, 
*Apyo 7) kwrevorjs. Referring the sub-title to the 
rowers of the Argo, Welcker proposed kwzrevoral ; 
Hippenstiel, De Graecorum tragicorum principum fabu- 
larum nominibus, kwracrat. Hartung, approved by 
Dieterich, read kwpacrai “ revellers.” 


See Fragments 164, 221. 


8 (20) 
mod 8 éorly ’Apyots tepov avddev" EvAdv; 


_ Philo of Alexandria, On the Virtuous being also Free-20. 
143 (Cohn and Reiter vi. 41). 


1 avdacov edd., darev with o over »v in M, atédaca G, atéace 
other mss.: Cobet. 


Where is Argo’s sacred speaking beam ? 


Apollodorus, Library i. 9. 16: “‘ and at the prow (of the 
“a Athena fitted a speaking timber from the oak of 
odona.”” 


BAKXAI 


See p. 378, Fragment 215 has been referred to 
the Bacchae, 
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9 (22) 


70 To KaKov mod@Kes EpxeTat Bporois 

Kat TaumAdKna® TH mepOvre THY Oeuww. 

Stobaeus, Anthology i. 3. 26 (Wachsmuth i. 57), Theo- 
philus, To Autolycus 2. 37. p. 178. The verses are ascribed 


to the Bdxxae only in the margin of the Farnesianus of . 
Stobaeus (aicxvrov cdxxar). 

1 +6 rox P, rd Theoph. (without ro:), ro ro F. 

2 kal 7’ dumddxnua F, cal 7’ drAdknua (with « over w by the 
first hand) P. 


Truly upon mortals cometh swift of foot their evil 
and his offence upon him that trespasseth against 
Right. 


BAXZAPAI 


Eratosthenes, Legends of the Constellations, 24. 
p. 140 (Robert), says of Orpheus that he paid no 
honour to Dionysus, but considered Helios to be the 
greatest of the gods and addressed him as Apollo ; 
that, by making haste during the night, he reached 
at dawn the summit of Mt. Pangaeus, and waited 
there that he might see the rising of the sun; and 
that Dionysus, in his wrath, sent against him the 
Bassarides (as Aeschylus tells the story), who tore 
him to pieces and scattered his members, which 
were collected and buried by the Muses in Leibethra. 
To the same effect, Scholiast Germanicus, 84. 11. 

The name Bacodpac was given to Thracian (and to 
Phrygian and Lydian) bacchanals, who wore fox- 
skin caps and long embroidered cloaks, pictured in 
Miss Harrison’s Prolegomena to the Study of Greek Re- 
ligion, 458. The word Baoodpa (possibly of Phrygian 
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origin, but carried elsewhere) means “ fox.’ Cp, 
Fragment 29. 

The play is entitled Baccapiées in the Scholiast 
on Aristophanes, Thesmophoriazusae 135, and on 
Nicander, Theriaca 288. 

To the Bassarae have been assigned Fragments 
187, 215. 


10 (23) 
6 tadpos 8° €ouxev Kupi€ew* evdpyav* 
Té0dcavros 8 én’ Epyos mpomndjoeral vit 
Hephaestion, Handbook of Metres 13. p. 43 (Consbruch) 
and Choeroboscus, Commentary p. 84. 3. 


1 knpview A, xuplfew I, xepltev Choer. 

2 tw’ dpxév: Stadtmiiller. 

* L. 2, if it belongs with |. 1 in this frag. of choral song, 
must be remade to yield a normal] construction and an 
intelligible sense. Wecklein proposed dcavros 8’ évapyas 
«Tr. Blaydes POdoavros evepyas . . . 71s, Stadtmiiller ¢0dcas 
6’ és Newpyous . . . viv (“‘ and he will now get the start in 
leaping forth upon the knaves ”’). 


The bull was like to butt the goat with his horns. ... 


Dionysus is the bull, the goat is Lycurgus, the king of 
the Edonians, who refused to adopt the worship of the god. 


11 (24) 
Kdppet’ mada KamPoseic porw 
Scholiast on Nicander, Theriaca 288. 
1 cxdppec KPR, xdppe V. 


Old chips and sooty ashes on the altar 
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12 (25 a) 

Ilayyatov yap apyupyAarov 
mp@v aotparis' <ciprAno.>* mevKdev oédas. 
Scholiast (cod. Vaticanus Graecus 909) on Euripides, 

Rhesus 922. 


1 rpdves 7d THs: Mekler. 
2< > Mekler. 


For his gleaming torch doth flood with flashing 
light Pangaeus’ headland, silver-seamed. 
Probably from the Messenger’s report to Dionysus con- 


cerning Orpheus’ ascent of the mountain to behold the rising 
sun. 


TAAYKOX MNONTIOZ 


Pausanias, Description of Greece ix. 22. 7: “ At 
Anthedon by the sea is what is called ‘Glaucus’ 
Leap.’ That Glaucus was a fisherman, who, because 
he had eaten of a grass, was changed into a daimon 
of the sea and foretells men the future, is believed 
by people in general, and especially do seafaring 
men every year tell stories about his prophetic art. 
Pindar and Aeschylus learned from the Anthedonians 
concerning him, but whereas the former did not 
have much to do with the legends in his poems, the 
latter worked them into a play.” Plutarch, in his 
Life of Cicero 2, reports that there still existed in 
his time a short poem in tetrameters on Glaucus of 
the Sea written by the orator in his youth. 

In Fragments 17-19 Glaucus describes his wander- 
ings by sca. To the play, which was probably 
satyric, have been ascribed Fragments 203, 230, 231. 
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13 (26) 
[dvOpwroedes Onpiov vdaT. avldv | 


Phrynichus in Bekker, Anecdota Graeca 5. 21, Photius, 
Leuxicon 140. 22 (Reitzenstein). The line is a metrical 
attempt by a grammarian interpreting a verse of Aeschylus, 
which Nauck would restore as dv@pwrémoppov kfros toaTe . 
ovvvouov, an improvement on Dindorf’s dv@pwmréuoppov Kiros 
é& adds paver. 


[A creature, like unto a man, living in the water] 


14 (27) 
Sairos’ 8 bain Kal yeverddos? rubprv 
Etymologicum Magnum 250. 4, Eustathius on Iliad 274. 
24; cp. Pausanias, Description of Greece x. 4. T. 


1 Saidos mss., davdds Herodian according to Arcadius, 
Accent 53. 7. 

2 rokddos Htymologicum Florentinum 82 (Miller), i.e. 
mapntdos; cp. Euripides, Jon 1460. 


Shaggy his moustache and his beard’s base 


15 (28) 
6 THY aetlwy adOirov moav dayav 


Bekker, Anecdota Graeca 347.24, Photius, Lexicon 36. 12 
{Reitzenstein). 


He that ate the ever-living, imperishable grass 


Ovid, Metamorphoses xiii. 930, relates that Glaucus was 
moved to eat of a certain grass because a ‘fish that he had 
caught, on touching the same, regained life and sprang into 
the sea. The effect produced by the magic herb (according 
to the legend adopted by Nicander, Ther., Frag. 2) was that 
Glaucus became a god and leaped into the sea. 
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16 (29) 
Kal yevouat mws THs devldou moas. 
Bekker, Anecdota Graeca 347. 29, Photius, Lexicon 36. 16 
(Reitzenstein). 


And I taste, methinks, the ever-living grass. 


17 (80) 
EvBoisa kaprjv’ audi Kynvaiov Avs 
axTnv, Kar’ adrov tuuBov dBAiov Aixa 
Strabo, Geography x. 1. 9. p. 447. 
1 capri most Mss., kaumryy Bk. 


The bend at ubois about the headland of Cenaean 
Zeus, close to the tomb of wretched Lichas 


Strabo says that Eubois was a city that had been engulfed 
by an earthquake. The Cenaean promontory is situated at 
the end of the peninsula at the N.W. extremity of Muboea. 
Near by is a mountain (about 2800 feet high), on the top of 
which Zeus Cenaeus was worshipped. From the promontory, 
Lichas, the herald of Heracles, was hurled into the sea b 
his master because he had been the bearer of the poisone 
robe sent by Deianeira. Cp. Sophocles, Women of Trachis 
237, 750. 


18 (81) 
kametr “AOjvas Avddas* mapexmepa@v* 


Life of Aratus, Westermann’s Lives of the Greeks 53. 
26, from Petavius, Uranologia 269 a (Paris, 1637). 


1 Saidas: Valekenaer. 2 rap’ ex wepoav: Scaliger. 
And thereafter going out past Diad Athens 


From Dion, a city on the promontory of Cenaeum, a 
settlement of Athenians was called Athenae Diades. 
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19 (82) 

KaAotat Aovtpois exAcAoupevos’ d€was 

eis wyixpnpvov ‘Iudpav [8°]? aducdunv. 
Scholiast on Pindar, Pythian 1. 79 (152). 

1 éxhéNounat: Heyne. 2 ]Heyne. 


Having washed my body in fair baths, I came to 
steep-banked Himeras. 


TAAYKOX IOTNIEY2 


Potniae was a city in Boeotia where Glaucus, the 
son of Sisyphus and Merope, kept mares that he 
had accustomed to feed on human flesh in order to 
make them charge against the enemy with greater 
eagerness and speed. When this food failed, they 
devoured their master at the funeral games in honour 
of Pelias (Asclepiades, On the Subjects of Tragedy in 
Probus on Virgil, Georgics iii. 267). According to 
the Scholiast on Euripides, Orestes 318, the horses 
had eaten a (poisonous) grass, whereby they became 
mad and tore Glaucus asunder. Strabo, Geography 
x. 409, omits any mention of the cause of madness, 
which other writers attribute, now to the water of 
a sacred spring near Potniae, now to the anger of 
Aphrodite (because Glaucus prevented his mares 
from mating in order to increase their speed), now 
to their human food. 

In Fragment 20 the Chorus utter their good wishes 
on Glaucus’ departure for the games. In 21, 22, 23 
the Messenger describes the contest, in which the 
title-hero was hurled from his chariot in the collision 
caused by the madness of the mares. 
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The Glaucus of Potniae was produced in 472 B.c. 
as the third member of the tetralogy Pivedis, Mépoat, 
T'Aatxos (lorveds according to a later Argument), 
IlpopnGeds (probably rupxaeds). 

See Fragments 88, 181, 184, 205. 


20 (36) 

’ , \ a Fy fe , f 
evdootav peev Tp@Tov’ amo aTowatos Xeopev. 
Scholiast on Aristophanes, Frogs 1528. 

1 zporov Ven., para other mss. 


“* A prosperous journey !”’ is the first wish we pour 
forth from our lips. 


21 (37) 
Lee A we > i , 
ayav yap advdpas od péver AcAeyppevaus. 
Scholiast on Plato, p. 904 8 36 (Baiter-Orelli). 
Not for laggards doth a contest wait. 


22 (38) 


ep’ dppatos' yap dppa® Kal vexpav vexpot’, 
or ae x72 > > tA 4 
immoe ep inmows joav eumeduppevor'. 
Scholiast on Euripides, Women of Phoenicia 1194. 
1 dopari C. 2 dpuara M. 
vexpav vexpol ACM, vexp@ vexpds BI, and Aristophanes, 
Frogs 1403, citing 1. 1 (from this play Schol. Rav.). 


* éumeduypévoe C, éxmeduypévo. ABIM}, éxrredupévor M?;: 
Valekenaer. 


For chariot on chariot, corpse upon corpse, horse 
on horse, had been heaped in confusion. 
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elAkov <8’ >* dvw Avoonddv,? dare Sumddor 

AvKot veBpdv pépovoew apdi pacyddras. 

Scholiasts BLTV on Jl. N 198; cp. Eustathius on J1.927.39. 

1 ¢ > Hermann, who referred the Frag. to this play. 

2 dNuKyddv: Naber. 

In their fury they dragged him aloft, even as 
two wolves bear off a fawn by its shoulders. 


AANATAES 


When marriage with their cousins, the sons of 
Aegyptus, had been forced upon the daughters of 
Danaiis, their father commanded each to kill her 
husband during the marriage-night. Hypermestra 
alone, swayed by the charm of love, disobeyed (cp. 
Prometheus Bound 865). Of her, Horace, Od. iii, 11. 
33 ff., says i 

una de multis face nuptiali 
digna periurum fuit in parentem 


splendide mendax et in omne virgo 
nobilis aevum. 


To The Danaids have been assigned Fragments 162, 

163, 177, 206, 208, 231, 234, 238, 
24, (438) 

Kdmewra, 8° efor’ Napmpov yAlov ddos 

Ews* éyeipw* mpeupeveist rovs vuudious 

vopotat Bévrwr® ody Képois Te Kal Kdpats. 

1 xdmer’ dveot Toup, xdrecra 8’ etre Wilam. 

2 "Has 7’ Heath, réws 5° Siivern, ¢ya 8 Bothe. 

3 éyelpe. Heath, éweyepet Herwerden, éyelpy Wilam. 

* apevpevs Heath (cp. mss. Pers.685), pevpevGs Herwerden. 

5 vouoodv) Oédywr Heyne, réprwv Oberdick, tuvwr Her- 


werden, @elos Blaydes, véuots dovdév Heath, yduous tddvrwv 
Hartung, tuvous r1évrwv Wecklein. 
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The fragment refers to the custom that, on the morning 
after the marriage, newly-wed couples were wakened by 
song (ep. Theoeritus, Jdyll xviii. 56). If the speaker was a 
servant (who was not privy to the intended murder), the 
verses may belong to a prologue, which was followed by the 
appearance of the Chorus of Danaids; but, so far as we 
know, the “ wakening”’ was sung by friends of the bride 
and bridegroom, presumably the same as had, on the 
previous evening, sung the hymenaeus. If, as seems more 
probable, the speaker is Danaiis, he is describing what 
occurred either on the evening of the wedding or on the 
morning thereafter, before the discovery of the murder, and 
the lines form part of his defence before the court that tried 
him for his participation in the killing of his sons-in-law 
(Scholiast on Euripides, Orestes 872). The difficulty of 
interpretation is largely coneerned with the application of 
the last five words of the text. 

1. civ xépots Te Kal kdpacs is the stereotyped form of a wish 
that the marriage may be fruitful in children. These words 
were said to brides by the singers of the wedding-song 
according to the Scholiast on Pindar and Hesychius, Lexicon 
s.v. kovpi¢duerot. Hermann holds to the ms. reading: 

“‘ And then the radiant light of the sun is setting, while I 
call them forth, saying ‘let them make their bridegrooms 
graciously disposed, as is the custom, with boys and girls.’”’ 

On this interpretation, Danaiis describes how, after the 
brides had departed to their new home, he addressed their 
companions; but the situation is not clear, the meaning of 
éyelpw is strained, and the explanation of véuoo peculiar. 
Toup’s dvewe transfers the scene to the morning, as does 
Wilamowitz’ cdre . . . éyelpy (Sand when Dawn shall rouse 
the radiant light of the sun’”’); but the latter scholar can 
find in the following words no more definite idea than that 
certain persons are enjoined to make the young husbands 
cr the newly-wedded couples) friendly “with boys and 
girls.” 

2. adv xbpos re kal xépais means the companions of the 
speaker, who, with him, awaken the sleepers. So Welcker, 
reading dveot and bédyay: 

“And thereafter uprises the radiant light of the sun, 
while I, in company with youths and maidens, awaken the 
bridegrooms graciously disposed.”’ 
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Géhywv is ironical; as is mpevpevets, since Danaiis had 
married his daughters to suitors whom they, and he, detested, 
and whose murder he had planned. 

The situation is moving: when the waking-song was 
sung, the husbands—all save Lynceus, who was married to 
Hypermestra—were sleeping the sleep of death. But the 
scene, because reported, is less dramatic than that in 
Euripides’ Phaéthon, in which play (Frag. 781) Merops 
appears with a chorus of maidens who sing the nuptial 
song in honour of Phaéthon at the very moment when 
Phaéthon’s corpse is being carried into the chamber of 
Clymene, the wife of Merops. In Wilhelm Tell the music 
of a wedding-procession is heard while Gessler is in the 
agonies of death. 


25 (44) 

2 A A e ‘ YA N ~ , 

€pa mev ayvos ovpavos Tp@car yxOova, 

épws Se yatav AauPdver ydpov Tvxetv, 

ouBpos 8° an’ edvacbevros* obpavod meawy 

exvoe yatav- 7 Sé TikTeTa BpoTots 

of ‘ 4." i , 

phAwy re Bookas kat Biov Anuyrpior: 

devdpOris wpa* 8 ex vorilovtos yapov 

téAeds €oTt. TVS’ eya mapaizios. 

Athenaens, Deipnosophists xiii. 73. p. 600 8; Eustathius, 
on Iliad 978. 25 (omitting ll. 6-7), misled by the reference 


to Aeschylus of Alexandria in Athen. 599 £, ascribed I]. 1-5 
to that poet. 


1 eivdevros Athen. A, with o over the second ¢ in C, 
evvdovros with ¢ over the first o in EK, edvdorvtos Eust.: Lobeck. 

2 Sévipwy tts Spa: Hermann. 

The holy heaven yearns to wound the earth, and 
yearning layeth hold on the earth to join in wedlock ; 
the rain, fallen from the amorous heaven, impreg- 
nates the earth, and it bringeth forth for mankind 
the food of flocks and herds and Demeter’s gifts ; 
and from that moist marriage-rite the woods put on 
their bloom. Of all these things I am the cause. 
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These lines—the Bridal of Heaven and Earth, imitated 
by Euripides, Fragment 898—were spoken, says Athenaeus, 
by Aphrodite herself; and probably in defence of Hyper- 
mestra at her trial for disobedience to her father’s command. 
Cp. Lucretius i. 250 (imbres) pater aether in gremium matris 
terrai praecipitavit, and Virgil, Georg. ii. 235. 


EAERYZINIOI 


Plutarch, in his Life of Theseus 29, states that 
Theseus, in conjunction with Adrastus, effected the 
recovery of the bodies of the Argives slain before 
Thebes (in the expedition against that city under- 
taken by the seven champions); that Aeschylus 
made the recovery the result of persuasion on the 
part of Theseus, whereas Euripides, in his Suppliants, 
ascribed it to a victory over the Argives; and that 
Theseus appeared in Aeschylus’ play, and out of 
kindness to Adrastus caused the leaders to be buried 
at Eleusis, the soldiery at Eleutherae, where their 
tombs were still shown in his day. 

To The Men of Eleusis have been assigned Frag- 
ments 178, 199, 200, 214, 215, 241. 


25 A (54 a) 
wpya To mpaypa, Seuvdaw” dn veKus. 


Didymus, Commentary on Demosthenes’ Philippie xii 
(xiii) in Berliner Papyrus 9780 (Berliner Klassikerteate 
i. (1904) 66). 


The matter pressed, rotting already was the corpse. 


EIMTONOI 


Ten years after the unsuccessful attack on Thebes 
described in The Seven against Thebes, the sons of the 
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fallen chieftains, called the After-Born, avenged the 
death of their fathers in a second expedition, which 
resulted in the capture of the city. At the end of 
Euripides’ Suppliants (1. 1213) Athena prophesies 
the success of the sons in the war that formed the 
theme of the Aeschylean drama. The legend of the 
victorious issue of the second expedition is known 
to the Ikad, in which (A 406) Sthenelus, the son of 
Capaneus, boasts the superiority of the sons over 
their fathers. But the tradition that the seven 
champions had each a son (named in Apollodorus, 
Library iii. 7. 2) who joined in the war, is apparently 
later than Homer. In The Seven against Thebes, Aes- 
chylus made both Eteocles and Polynices die child- 
less ; but Pindar knew of Thersander, the son of Poly- 
nices and successor to his claim to the throne; and late 
writers report that Laodamas was the son of Eteocles. 

Fragments 176, 247, 248 have been referred to 
The Epigoni. 


26 (55) 
AowiBas Avds péev mpOrov wpaiov ydyov 
WbliposaTes oS 


\ 2 \L a ae i 7 
THY devtépay Se’ Kpdow Howow véuw 


tpirov Aus owripos edxratav XiBa. 
Scholiast on Pindar, Isthmian 6. 10 (7). 
1 re: Schiitz. 


First, libations to Zeus and Hera for timely 
marriage 

The second cup of mixed wine I serve out to the 
Heroes 

Third, a libation for blessing to Zeus, the Saviour. 


397 


FRAGMENTS [ Hdwroé 


HAQNOI 


Apollodorus, Library iii. 5. 1, gives the following 
version of the legend of Lycurgus and his rejection 
of the god Dionysus : 

“ And afterwards he (Dionysus) arrived at Cybela 
in Phrygia, and there, having been purified by Rhea, 
and learning the rites of initiation, he received from 
her the costume, and hastened through Thrace 
[against the Indians]. But Lycurgus, king of the 
Edonians, who dwell beside the river Strymon, was 
the first to insult and expel him. And Dionysus 
took refuge in the sea with Thetis, the daughter of 
Nereus, and the Bacchanals were taken captive and 
the multitude of the satyrs that followed him. But 
afterwards the Bacchanals were suddenly released, 
and Dionysus brought madness upon Lycurgus. 
And he, in his frenzy, struck with an axe and killed 
his son Dryas, imagining that he was lopping off 
the branch of a vine ; and when he had cut off his 
son’s extremities, he came to his senses. But since 
the land remained barren, the god made known by 
an oracle that it would bear fruit if Lycurgus were 
put to death. On hearing this, the Edonians took 
him to Mt. Pangaeus, and bound him; and there, 
by the will of Dionysus, he died, destroyed by 
horses.”’ 

Tragment 27 refers to the arrival of Dionysus and 
his worshippers, 28 to the house of Lycurgus; to 
whom, or to one of his attendants, belong the 
satirical descriptions of the god in 29-32. 

To The Edonians have been ascribed Fragments 
173, 188, 193, 201, 202. 
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Q7 (57) 


\ K Ze, 22”, 
OeuVva OTUTOUS Opyt €XOVTES 


6 pev ev xepolv BouBuxas* eywr, 

TOpvov KdpLaATOV, 

SaxervAdducrov? myeTrAnoe pédos, 
peavias emapwyov duorddy. 

6 5€ yadKodérois* KoTUAas droBet® 


yaduos & adaddler 
Tavpopboyyo. 3° dropuKavrat! 
mobev ef ddavotis ,PoPepot? pipor, 
tumavov® 8 cixav® wal? troyaiov™ 
Bpovris péperar Bapurapfys. 
Strabo, Geography x. 3. 16. p. 470 (1. 6 Athenaeus, 
Deipnosophists xi. 57. p.479 8, Scholiasts BT on Iliad © 34). 


1 ceuvd Kérus (xéarove’ Dh, xémrovs C) dpia (8peca Dh) 8’ 
dpyar’ éxovres (€xovras Dhinop): Nauck. 

2 BouBjxas Bkoxy. 

3 Saxrvdddecxrov: Pauw. 

4 yadkxodérors Athen., Schol. Jl., xadxo@éos Strabo’s mss. 
(except yadkoéros E). 

5 groBet Ch, drr6Bec D, Axet Schol. J. 

8 Srouynkov7at Bkno. 

7 poBepal E, pouéproc B*Ck, poBépioc Dhilnox. 

8 ruumdvov: Kramer. 

§ eiyar B@LIx, iyo kno. 

10 Yroyelov Bk, iroyéov CDhims. 


Practising the holy rites of Cotyto. ... One, 
holding in his hands the pipe, the labour of the lathe, 
blows forth his fingered tune, even the sound that 
wakes to frenzy. Another, with brass-bound cymbals, 
raises a clang . . . the twang shrills; and unseen, 
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unknown, bull-voiced mimes in answer bellow fear- 
fully, while the timbrel’s echo, like that of sub- 
terranean thunder, rolls along inspiring a mighty 
terror. 


From the parodus of the play. In il. 2-11 the Chorus 
of Edonians describe what Milton calls ‘‘ the barbarous 
dissonance of Bacchus and his revellers.” Cotys, Cotyto, 
or Cotytto, was a Thracian goddess, akin to Rhea-Cybele, 
whose worship became popular at Athens. Her rites 
resembled those of the Phrygian Sabazius, whose ritual was 
similar to that of Bacchus. The Orphie ceremonies had 
their origin among the Thracians. 


28 (58) 
évOovard 57) SHyua, Baxyeder oreyy. 
Pseudo-Longinus, On the Sublime 15. 6. 


Lo, the house is frenzied with the god, the roof 
revels, Bacchant-like. 


corts* yit@vas Baoodpas te Avdtas* 
Exet Trodnpets 


Etymologicum Florentinum 62 (Miller), Lexicon Sabbaiti- 
cum 5. 


1 8rs and Avdclas Lex. Sab. 


One who wears Lydian tunics and fox-skin cloaks 
reaching to the feet 


Dionysus is described as wearing Lydian garments, which 
were famous for their luxuriousness. 
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30 (60) 
tis mot €08 6 povadpavris dAados' taBpareds* 
év ofdvert 
Scholiast on Aristophanes, Birds 276, Suidas, Lexicon 
S.V. MovodpavrTis. 


Aristophanes has tls ror’ é08’ 6 wovaduavris dromos dpucs 
aBpoBdrns (Mss. dpe8drqs): ‘who in the world is this poet- 
prophet, extraordinary, dainty-stepping bird ?’ 

1 édahos RI? Suid., dAdos V, &AdNo Ven. 475. 

2 dBpareds R Suid., axparods V, d8pard TS. 

3 gv oOéve: om. Suid. 

Who in the world is this poet-prophet, speech- 
HESS)... 

Bothe read aSpés, doGevys ‘“‘ dainty, weakling’; Hermann 
dpadds aBpoBdrns obéve *‘ soft, a dainty stepper in his 
strength.” 


31 (61) 
modamos 6 yuvvis; Tis mdtpa; Tis  oTOAR; 
Scholiast on Aristophanes, Thesmophoriazusae 135. 


Whence hails this woman-man? What’s his 
country ? What's his attire? 


82 (62) 
paxpookeAns per: dpa’ uy xAovvns Tis Hv?; 
Scholiast B on Iliad 1 539; ep. Eustathius on Iliad 772. 


2 doa: Hermann. * 4: Hermann. 
Long-legged indeed! Was he not a yAovvys? 


The sense of xAotvys is here obscure. In liad i 539 the 
word was explained by the ancients as meaning “‘ entire ” 
(not castrated) or “* couching in the grass’’; elsewhere, as 
* rascal,’’ “* thief,” or “ clothes-stealer.” Hermann thought 
it was a designation of a locust. See Wilamowitz, dischylos : 
Interpretationen p. 217. 
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HATAAES 


The Daughters of Helios dealt with the legend of 
Phaéthon, whose rashness in driving the chariot of 
the Sun, his father, caused the parching of the earth, 
and thereby his punishment at the hands of Zeus, 
whose thunderbolt hurled him into the river Eridanus. 
In pity for the unceasing grief of Phaéthon’s sisters, 
Zeus turned them into poplars, from which, it was 
believed, their tears oozed forth and became amber, 
the stone of light; a poetic fancy due to the as- 
sociation of 7AcKktpov “ amber” with 7Aéexrwp “ the 
beaming sun.” 

The form assumed by the myth in Aeschylus is 
unknown; but it is certain that Euripides in his 
Phaéthon differed widely from the older poet. 
Aeschylus was in part dependent on Hesiod for the 
story ; but whereas Hesiod knew of seven daughters 
of Helios, Aeschylus recognized only three—Lam- 
petié, Aegle, and Phaéthousa—children of the Sun- 
god and Rhode. Furthermore he transferred to 
Iberia the scene of the fall of Phaéthon. 

Fragments 172, 177, 185 have been ascribed to 
the play. 


a's a ~ 
émt dvapatar teov* 
x ¢ Le 
matpos ‘Hdatororures 
if > ~ ba 
déras, ev TH SraBadAc 
\ A ney f 3 : ‘4 
ToAbv oldpardevTa Teptdpojtov® mopov avbels 


1 Svopais coov; Hermann. 2 ndatcrorevyes: Hermann. 
> pépet dpduov: Sidgwick. # odes: M. Schmidt. 
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pedavinmou mpoduyav 
iepGs vurtos aporyov. 
Athenaeus, Deipnosophists xi. 38. p. 469 F. 


Where, in the west, is the bowl wrought by 
Hephaestus, the bowl of thy sire, speeding wherein 
he crosseth the mighty, swelling stream that girdleth 
earth, fleeing the gloom of holy night of sable steeds. 

To explain the rising of the sun in the east after it had 
set in the west, Greek fancy invented the myth that the 
Sun-god possessed a golden bowl, in which he, together 
with his steeds, was carried during the night across the 
ocean to the place of his rising. When Heracles was 
journeying to Erythea to capture the oxen of Geryon (Frag. 
37), Helios lent his bowl to the hero; who, in Gerhard’s 
Auserlesene griechische Vasenbilder, pl. 109, is pictured 
sitting therein. In the Veda and in Germanic and Lettic 
myths the sun appears in the form of a golden bowl. 


34 (70) 

Zevs é€otw aidyp, Zeds dé y7, Zevds 5° odpaves, 

Zevs Tov Ta TAVvTA YwTL TOYS brépTepor. 

Clement of Alexandria, Miscellanies v. 14. p. 718; ep. 
Philodemus, On Piety 22. 

Zeus is air, Zeus is earth, Zeus is heaven, yea, 
Zeus is all things and whatsoever transcendeth 
them. 

35 (71) 

*ASptavai te yuvaikes tpdmov eEovor yowv. 

Bekker, Aneedota Graeca 346. 10. 

And Adria’s daughters shall learn a (new) way of 
mourning. 


Phaéthon was hurled into the Eridanus, which Aeschylus, 
according to Pliny, Nat. Hist. xxxvii. 31, placed in Iberia and 
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identified with the Rhone, a river confused with the Po, on 
the banks of which was the city of Adria. Polybius, History 
ii. 16 and Plutarch, On the Delay of Divine Vengeance 12. 
p- 557, report that the inhabitants along the Eridanus wore 
black in mourning for Phaéthon. naack, Quaestiones 
Phaéthonteae 18, refers ‘‘ the way of mourning ” to the tears 
of amber from the poplars into which the maidens had been 
transformed. 


36 (72) 


apovae! Kpyvns adboveorépa ArBas. 


Etymologicum Genuinum (cod. Vaticanus Graecus 1818) 
S.V. d@Govécraroy; cp. Athenaeus, Deipnosophists x. 24. p. 424 
pv, Eustathius on Ilzad 746. 45, Lexicon Sabbaiticum 2. 


1 pa ce: Reitzenstein. 
Gushed from the spring a more abundant stream. 


HPAKAEIAATI 


Of the personages, action, and scene of The 
Children of Heracles nothing is known. It is, how- 
ever, probable that Aeschylus in part anticipated 
Euripides, who, in his same-named play, represented 
Athens as the refuge of the fugitives from the per- 
secution of Murystheus, the willingness of Macaria, 
the daughter of Heracles, to sacrifice her life as the 
price of victory over the Argive invaders of Attica, 
and the triumph of the children under the leadership 
of the aged Iolatis, the nephew of Heracles. 

The play is entitled ‘HpaxAciéar, except in the 
Catalogue in the Medicean ms., which has ‘HpaxAetdys. 


87 (74) 
éxeiev 
Ww 3 / a ” > 3 > + te 
dpjtevos opOoKepws Bods Aaa’ am eoxarwv 
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yatas, wKeavov mepdoas ev déma ypvonAdTw, 
Borijpds 7° ddixovs Karéxta deamdrny Te Tpi- 
TTVXOV 
, , 4 rs 
tpta Sd6pn maAdovra xepaiv: 
~ ~ > 
Tpia 6é Aaais odkn mpoteivey Tpels T éma- 
ceiwy Addovs 
uv wv wv é 
éateryev toos “Ape Biav. 
Scholiast on Aristeides (cod. Marcianus 423). 
The ms. has éxet@ev dpyevos dp0oxépws Bods Hacer . . . yalys 
. & Gtdh® . . . adixous xreivar deamoray: Te rpuitarov rpla 
+ + + XEepoiv: rpla dia THs caKxou mporeivwr Tpets SE Tis EvTrAopove- 
eoTetxicooapy Biay, The restorations are due to Wilamowitz, 
except 1. 4 xaréxra, tpimruxor, 1. 5 xepoiv Weil, 1. 6 pla dé 
hawats, 1. 7 éorecxeyv Wecklein. 


Starting thence, when that he had crossed the 
ocean in a golden bowl, he drave the straight-horned 
kine from the uttermost parts of the earth, slew the 
evil herdsmen and their triple-bodied master, who 
wielded three spears in his (right) hands; in his 
left, extending three shields, and shaking his three 
crests, he advanced like unto Ares in his might. 

A description of the tenth labour of Heracles—to fetch 
the kine of Geryon from the island of Erythea, near the ocean, 
now Cadiz. Geryon had the body of three men grown 
together and joined in one at the waist, but parted in three 
from the flanks and thighs (Apollodorus, Library ii. 


5. 10). Cp. Agam. 870. For the golden bowl see under 
Fragment 33. 


38 (75) 
od ydp tt petlov dAdo Tobde Teicopat'. 
Stobaeus, Anthology iv. 54. 2 (Hense v. 1113). 
1 rhocoua MA. 


For IJ shall not suffer any evil greater than this. 
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A play of this name is unknown to the Catalogue 
in the Medicean ms., and is mentioned only by 
Pollux, citing Fragment 39. Some suppose that it 
is an alternative title of the Atytmrio., and that 
the name is derived from the carpenters who con- 
structed the bridal chambers in which the Danaids 
killed their husbands. Hartung proposed to read 
OadAaunrodor “ attendants on the bridal chambers.” 
Welcker rejected connexion with the Danaid-myth 
and made the play precede the “I¢uyévera and “lépetae, 

To the play have been referred Fragments 162, 163, 
178, 189, 206, 238. 

39 (78) 

GAN <el?>' 6 wév tis AéoBiov darvdpari* 

Kop’ ev tprydvois éxrrepawéerw* puduots. 

Pollux, Vocabulary 7. 122. 

1< > Nauck. 2 parvwpud rl: Pauw. 

S$ dumepauvérw: Jungermann. 

Come! Let some one work out in the ceiling a 
Lesbian moulding in triangular rhythms. 

A ceiling-compartment was formed, at its lower part, 
by “ladders ” (kAtuaxtdes) laid across the “ main beams ” 
(ceht5es). Below the former, in the present case, ran a mould- 
ing with swelling above and hollow below (a cyma reversa) and 
ornamented with a leaf-and-tongue pattern that approximates 


atriangle. The Lesbian cyma appears in the Tholos at Epi- 
daurus. 


@QEQPO! 7 IZOMIAZTATI 


The original title was probably Qewpoi, The Spec- 
tators ; to which was added that defining the scene : 
The Spectators at the Isthmian games. 
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40 (79) 
Kal pnv tadadv TOvdé gor oxwrevpdrwr 
Athenaeus, Deipnosophists xiv. 27. p. 629 Fr. 
And further these old cxomedpata 


Athenaeus defines the form of the ox5y-dance as a figure 
in which people are represented as looking at an object 
(drocxorotvrwv) by making an arch over their brows. He 
has, however, here confused cxéy with oxords, which 
Hesychius, Lexicon 4. 216, describes as a dance in which the 
dancers shaded their eyes (cp. iréoxowov xépa, Aeschylus, 
Frag. 339 Nauck). The screech-owl dance (oxéy) got its 
name, says Athenaeus ix. 45. p. 391 a, from the variety of 
motion displayed by the bird. 


OPHIZZAI 


The play derives its title from Thracian women, 
captives of Ajax, who formed the Chorus and had 
a like function with the sailors from Salamis in 
Sophocles’ Ajax: to support with their sympathy 
the hero who had suffered the ignominy of defeat 
at the hands of Odysseus in the contest for the arms 
of Achilles, and after his suicide to bewail his death. 
Though captives, they even dared to protest against 
the inhumanity of Menelaiis, who would refuse 
burial to the body of their master. In Sophocles’ 
play, Ajax killed himself on the stage and in solitude ; 
in Aeschylus, his suicide was reported by a messenger, 
an eye-witness of the deed. 

See Fragments 159, 194, 264. 
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41 (83) 

éxapmrTe, TOLov ws Tis evretvwv, Eidos, 

Tod xpwrds evdiddvros ovdapod odayH, 

mpi 69 wapotoa Sandvey edeEé Tis 

Scholiast on Sophocles, Ajax 833: gyolv bé repi adrod 
(rob Altavros) AloxvdAos bre Kai 7d Eldos exdprrero, ovdanyn 
évddbvT0s To xpwrds TH opayy, TéEov Bs Tes evrelvwv, mplv 6H 
ris, Pol, mapoica Saluwy eSekev air xara motov wépos det xpioa- 
c0at TH copay. LL. 1 restored by Hermann, |. 2 (as 1. 1) by 
Hartung, |. 3 by Sidgwick. The vital part was 7a epi (or 
Kara) Thy waocxédyv according to the Scholiast on Sophocles 
and to Scholiasts TV on = 404 (ep. Eustathius on Iliad 
995. 1); the collar-bone or the side according to the Scholiast 
on Lycophron, Alexandra 455 (cep. Ajax 834). Wecklein 
reads éxaumrre for Hermann’s éxauye, and mpiv 6 mapwy tis 
darpdvwr <7d xalprov> deter alte macxddys. 

Back he bent his sword, as when a man bends a 
bow, for that his body offered no place to murderous 
death, until at last some goddess appeared and 
showed him [the vital spot]. 

The passage has reference to the legend that the body of 
Ajax, when a babe, having been wrapped by Heracles in his 
lion-skin, became invulnerable except at the spot where 
Heracles’ quiver prevented the hide from touching it. 
According to Homer, Ajax was vulnerable, hence the legend 
was probably derived by Aeschylus from a Cyclic poet ; and 
is certainly due to the desire to make Ajax equally in- 
vulnerable with Achilles. The sword with which Ajax slew 
himself had been given him by Hector. 


[EPEIAI 


The Priestesses was made by Welcker the third 
member of a trilogy, whose preceding parts were 
the OaAaporotoi and the ’Idryévera. By others it has 
been associated with the Mveoé and TjAedos, or with 
the ‘TijAedos and “Iduyévera. See Fragment 214. 
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42 (86) 
oTéMew Smws TaxioTa TadTa yap maTnp 
Leds eyxabie’ Aokia Oeomiopara. 
Macrobius, Saturnalia v. 22. 13, Scholiast on Sophocles, 


Oedipus Coloneus 793. 
1 éyxabte? Schol. Soph., omitting Gecricuara. 


Send with all speed ; for these are the oracles that 
Father Zeus doth entrust unto Loxias. 


43 (87) 
evpapetre’ reAcocovopor Sdépov "Apréuidos méAas 
olyew. 

Aristophanes, Frogs 1274, with Scholiast. 

Hold your peace! The bee-keepers are at hand 
to open the house of Artemis. 

From ‘I¢vyévea according to Vater. 

The Scholiast on Pindar, Pythian 4. 104 (60) says that 
“ pédiooat is a term used primarily of the priestesses of 
Demeter, and by a misuse of language applied to all 
priestesses because of the purity of the animal.” Coins of 
the Ephesian Artemis as early as the sixth century, and a 


Vatican statue of the same goddess, show the bee as an 
emblem. 


TEION 


Ixion was famous in Greek tradition as the first 
man to shed kindred blood (Pindar, Pythian 2. 31, 
cp Eumenides 718), and as the first to receive purifica- 
tion from the crime of murder. His father’s name 
is variously reported, usually as Phlegyas, but Aes- 
chylus made him the son of Antion. His mother 
was Perimela, the daughter of Amythaon. Under 
promise of rich wedding-gifts to EKioneus (or 
Deioneus), the father of Dia, he married her, and. 
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by her had a son, Peirithoiis. On his refusal to make 
over to his father-in-law the wedding-gifts due to him, 
Fioneus took Ixion’s horses as a pledge of payment ; 
whereupon Ixion, pretending that he would submit 
himself to his good pleasure, sent for Eioneus and 
caused him to fall into a fiery pit. For this offence 
he could obtain purification from neither man nor 
any god, until Zeus, showing himself a “ gracious 
avenger’ (Frag. 92 N.), took compassion on his 
suppliant, cleansed him of bloodshed, and even raised 
him to Olympus. There Ixion conceived a mad 
passion for the Queen of Heaven, and having be- 
sought her to yield to his desires, Zeus fashioned a 
cloud in the semblance of Hera. Ixion lay with the 
cloud, and from this union sprang the centaurs. In 
punishment for this impious crime, Zeus bound him 
to a wheel on which he whirls in an eternity of 
torment. To the above effect, in the main, Diodorus 
of Sicily, Historical Library iv. 69 3. 

The play probably followed the Perrhaebides, 
which took its name from the Chorus of women of 
Perrhaebia in Thessaly, which district, or the city 
of Gyrton in the same, Ixion had subjected to his 
rule. The theme of the first play may have been 
the deception and murder of Eioneus; that of the 
Ixion, the purification of the murderer. The third 
member of the trilogy is unknown. 

Fragment 182 has been referred to the Izion. 


44 (90) 
Biov movnpod Oavatos evxAcéorepos. 


Stobaeus, Anthology iv. 53. 15 (Hense v. 1101), Munich 
Anthology 134 (cod. Augustanus-Monacensis 429). 


. Death hath a fairer fame than a life of toil. 
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Cp. Fragment 229 and Euripides, Women of Troy 637. 
movnpés, lit. “laborious,” may not yet have acquired the 
meaning “ bad,” * evil.”’ 


45 (91) 
Tov 8 nptorov [kat tov éAdocova, |? 
Taxews 6 péyas Karamrives. 
Athenaeus, Deipnosophists iv. 79. p. 182 c. 
a] | Bothe. 
But anon the long flute swallows up the half-holed. 


Ixion’s lesser offence—the murder of his father-in-law— 
is obscured by the enormity of his crime against Hera and 
against Zeus. 

jyloro: atdoi were the same as those used by boys (zra:dixol) 
and had higher tones than the rédecor. They were half as 
long as a) the dmeprédecot, which had the lowest 
pitch, and may have had no more than four holes. See 
Howard, Harvard Studies in Classical Philology iv. (1898). 


I®IFENEIA 


The theme of the play was probably the sacrifice 
of Iphigenia at Aulis, to which place she was brought 
by her mother at the instance of Agamemnon, who 
alleged his intention of betrothing his daughter to 
Achilles. The subject may thus have anticipated 
Sophocles’ Iphigenia and Euripides’ Iphigenia at Aulis. 

See Fragments 43, 130, 214. 


46 (94) 
ovro. yuvarel <dei>* Kvddleaas Ti yap; 
Scholiast on Sophocles, Ajax 722. 
1< »>Elmsley. 
Surely it befits not women to revile. How should 
it? 
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KABEIPO?’ 


This drama, which has its name from the Chorus, 
is the earliest literary witness to the Cabiri, more 
often called the Great Gods in Samothrace and 
Lemnos, the most ancient and famous seats of their 
worship in the Aegean. Originally pre-Hellenic 
chthonian divinities, whose primal home was Phrygia, 
Phoenicia, or among the Pelasgians of Greece, their 
cult gradually accommodated itself to the religion of 
the peoples with which it came into contact ; until, 
in the historical period, the Cabiri appear as daimones 
who foster vegetative life and protect seafaring folk, 
and whose Mysteries in course of time spread over 
the greater part of the Greek world. 

Athenaeus, Deipnosophists x. 33. p. 428 F, declares 
that it was Aeschylus, not Euripides (in the Alcestis), 
who first introduced drunken people to the sight of the 
spectators of “ tragedy ’’; and that this evil eminence 
was displayed in his Cabirz, in which play he repre- 
sented Jason and his companions as drunk. Frag- 
ment 48 would seem to refer to the hospitable 
reception of the Argonauts by the Cabiri, who 
furnished them with an abundance of wine upon 
their landing at Lemnos, the first stopping-place of 
the Argo on its eastward voyage. ‘The introduction 
of a drunken orgy has caused many scholars to regard 
the play as satyric rather than tragic. Whether 
pure tragedy may thus relax its gravity is a question 
that has been raised also in connexion with the 
*Oorodrdyo. of Aeschylus and the tydemvor of 
Sophocles. 

t Inscriptions and manuscripts vary between KéBepo: and 
KdBipo.. 
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The Scholiast on Pindar, Pythian 4. 303 (171), states 
that the names of the heroes of the Argonautic 
expedition were set forth in the KaPepor, as also in 
the Aijpveat of Sophocles. 

Fragment 164 has been referred to this play. 


47 (95) 
épvida & ob mod ce Ths uns dod. 
Athenaeus, Deipnosophists ix. 15. p. 373 p. 
But I am not taking you as an omen of my journey. 


48 (96) 
pire Kpwooods 
unr’ olvnpods uyO ddarnpods' 
Acirrew* adveoior Sdporow. 


Pollux, Vocabulary 10. 23 ; ep. Antiattacistes in Bekker, 
slnecdota Graeca 115. 3. 


1 bdpnpods Antiatt. 2 \ureiv: Blomfield. 
Jars neither of wine nor of water shall fail in the 
houses of the rich. 


Or )elwecv may be used imperatively (“ leave jars,” etc.). 


49 (07) 
dfous omavilew SGua <pev Troijoopuer >. 
Plutarch, Table Talk ii. 1. 7. p. 632 r. 
1< > Stanley. 


We shall make the house to be scant of vinegar. 


The Cabiri jestingly threaten to produce so excellent, or 
so abundant, a vintage that either the Argonauts will drink 
so much that no wine will be kept to make vinegar; or that 
vinegar shall be poured out from the casks to give place to 

wine. If dfovs means “ ordinary wine,” the meaning is that 
it will have to be thrown away for the better quality. 
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KAPEX 7 EYPOIHA 


Europe, the protagonist in the drama bearing her 
name as an alternative title, in Fragment 50 tells of 
her carrying-off by the bull, of the three sons she 
bore to Zeus (Minos, Rhadamanthys, and Sarpedon), 
and of her anxiety as to the fate of her youngest, 
Sarpedon, whose warlike spirit had incited him to 
leave his home for Troy in order to render assistance 
to the city now attacked by the Achaeans. 

The scene was Lycia, whither Europe had come 
from Crete together with her son. That the Chorus 
consisted of Carians, though Sarpedon was Prince 
of Lycia, may be due to the fact that (as Strabo, 
Geography xiv. 5. p. 675, informs us) the poets often 
included the Lycians among the Carians, who were 
the most famous of all the races in south-western 
Asia Minor. The confusion had the advantage of 
enabling the poet to reproduce the lamentations over 
the dead for which the Carians were celebrated. 

Popular tradition was inconsistent as to the name 
of Sarpedon’s mother. Aeschylus followed the 
Hesiodic version in preference to that of Homer, 
who calls her Laodamia. Nor was he disturbed by 
the Homeric genealogy, by which Sarpedon was 
made the grandson of Bellerophon on the mother’s 
side. In the poet’s time no one had yet sought, 
as did the mythographers later, to remove the 
difficulty, either by assuming two Sarpedons (one 
the son of Laodamia, the other the son of Europe) 
or by the notion that there was one Sarpedon, who 
had been permitted by his father Zeus to live through 
three generations. 
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The drama probably dealt with the reception of 
the news of the hero’s death at the hands of Patroclus 
and with the arrival of his body in Lycia, borne 
thither by Sleep and Death (cp. II 682), All other 
Homeric warriors who fell before Troy were buried 
in the Troad; Sarpedon alone had burial in his own 


land. 
To this play have been ascribed Fragments 175, 


231. 
50 (99) 


: Va ge g 2 a 
tavpw Te Aeysou' Edvia mépBoros*® maphv. 

, > LY ia! ‘ éf t4 Ay 
rove ene? Leds KAeuua mpecBitrov marpos 
adrod pévwv aoxBor* jvucer® AaBeiv. 

4G fs ud iw Ad “ ms >) A , 7, dé a 
Ti’ ov Ta TroAAa. Keiva; 81a mavpwr” Aeyw 
yuri Ge@® perxPetoa waphevov odBas 
Tiweupa., maidav oe eddynv™® Evvevig. 


KaL Tpis {yovaiar 28 TOUS yuvauxelous qovous 


exaprepya 4 doovpa 5° ovK* ° €wepiparo 
70 oy) “Seveynely oméppa yevvaiov mrarpés.’® 
ex Tév peyiotwy 8 Apéduny dutevuarwr™ 


Miva rexotca 


F ‘a <devrepov 8 eyewdpny>® 
1 ATMO, 2 TIAMITOAOS. 
3 TOIONTEMEN (épé Schenk). i 
* duoxdos Wilam. 5 HNOZON: Blass. 
6 TEL: Wilam. 7 TLATPQ, 
8 OEOT. ® EMEIWA. 10 ETYTH. 
1 SYNATONEL,. 12 TPIA : Blass, Biicheler. 
18 TONEIZ. 14 EKAPTEPHSA. 


18 APOTPAY KAI OTK: Wecklein. 


16 PENAL WATPOZ. W WPZAMHN ®TAETMATON. 


18 Lacuna, of some length, indicated by Biicheler. 
19 ¢ > Blass. 
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‘PaddpavOur, domep apbiros’ maidwy ear: 
> > 2 2 > a 2 ~ > ~ i4 > wv 3 
GAN’ obk év adyais® rats euais Con of” exer’, 

4 4 te th Z > Us r 5 
ro pH Tapov* re répiw odk exer Pidois®: 

15 Tpitov 8é, Tod viv dpovriow® yeysdloua’, 
Lapanddov’*® aixyr d° e€ “Apews® Kabixero. 
Kéos® yap Arew™ ‘ENAd8os Awriopara™ 

f Ce , 13 LA , Og 14 
madons, vreppepovtas® dAkinm aleve", 
adyetv™ 8¢ Tpwwr'® dor mopOjoew Bia”. 

20 mpos o8 Sédoixa’® un Te papyatvev™ dopr™ 
bréprarov™ 8pdon Te Kat ma0n Kady. 

Aenti) yap €Amis 48 emt Edpov 7 eBn™ 
pe) mavra madds* exxdar™ apos atpare”®. 

Weil, Un papyrus inédit de la bibliothéque de M. 
Ambroise Firmin-Didot (1879); cp. Weil, Revue de philo- 
logie nouv. Sér. iv. (1880) 10-13, 145-150. 

The papyrus is relatively late and exceedingly corrupt. 


The verses are without word-division. The restorations are 
Weil’s except where otherwise stated. 


1 PAAAMANOONQZHEPAPOIAOZ. 

2 AAAAKEMATAIS: Gomperz, Kock. 

3 ZOAZ EXEIN. 4 ITAPQN. = STAOTS. 

§ bPONTIZEIN. 

7 XEIMAZETAT: Biicheler. 

8 YAASHAON. * ATAXMH2 AEZ APHOX. 
10 KAKO } 1 HKEIEN. 


122 AOTIZAOTIZMATOS. 

13 TIHEPHEPQNTES: Wilam. 

14 AAKIMOY ZTENHE: Gomperz, Bergk. 
16 ATXEI: Wilam. : 

16 TPQAN,. 1 ITAPOHZH BION, 
18 AEAOQKA, 19 TRI. 

20 MAPLAIA (with N over I). 

21 AOPEI: Wecklein. 

22 ASTY IIEPBAPTON: Herwerden. 

23 THAHEIMZYPIEMENHI: Wilam. 

24 IIAIZAZ: Biicheler. 

25 BKXEQ. 2 AIMATEI. 
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And a lush meadow gave friendly welcome to the 
bull. In such wise, biding where he was,! did Zeus 
succeed in his unlaboured theft of me from my aged 
sire.2 Why the whole tale? In few words I recount 
it all, A mortal woman, united to a god I lost the 
holiness of maidenhood, but I was joined in wedlock 
with him who owned his children equally with me.3 
Thrice in childbirth did I endure the pangs of woman- 
kind, and the field wherein he sowed complained not 
to bring forth the seed of a noble sire. First of these 
mighty implantings that I bare was Minos... 4 
Second, I brought forth Rhadamanthys,® he who of 
my sons is free from death; yet, though he lives, 
mine eyes behold him not—and to them that love, the 
absent bring no delight. Third was he for whom I am 
now sore distressed in heart, even Sarpedon; for Ares’ 
warlike spirit hath laid hold of him. Tor it is famed 
abroad that the choicest flower of all Hellas has come, 
preéminent in valorous strength, and makes loud boast 


1 Since Europe declares that Zeus remained “ where he 
was’’ (namely in Crete), she implies that her carrying-off 
had been effected by the bull as the agent of the god, and 
not (as in the ordinary version of the legend) by the god 
himself transformed into the animal. 

2 Phoenix. 

? Since she bore no less than three children to Zeus, her 
relation to the god is conceived as that of formal marriage 
founded on his desire for offspring. gvywvia waldwy, lit. joint- 
ownership of children. Cp. xowdy rexéwy réxav, Euripides, 
Ton 1101. 

4 In the lacuna were described the deeds, honours, and 
death of Minos; but Minos, since Rhadamanthys alone is 
pelea immortal, was probably not ‘made the judge of the 

ead. 

5 Rhadamanthys had been translated either to the Elysian 
aN 563) or to the Islands of the Blest (Pindar, Olympian 
2.73). 
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that it will perforce destroy the city of the Trojans. 
It is for my son I fear, lest, raging with his lance, he 
may do and suffer! some surpassing ill. For slight 
is this my hope—and it standeth on the razor’s edge 
—that by the bloody death of my child I may not 
lose my all. 

1 The desire to employ the favourite antithesis of Spay and 
wdaoxew is responsible for the condensed phrase, in which the 


emphasis rests on wdé@y (I fear lest, as he may work some 
evil upon his foes, so he may suffer some evil at their hands). 


51 (100) 
arr “Apns dude? 
del Ta AGota wav7’ anavbilew* orparod. 


Stobaeus, Anthology iv. 10. 24 (Hense iv. 333). 
1 rdvra ravOpémwv: Kidd. 


But Ares ever loves to pluck all the fairest flower 
of an armed host. 


KEPKYQN 


A satyric play dealing with the story of Cercyon, 
son of Poseidon and king of Eleusis, who forced all 
passers-by to wrestle with him. Bacchylides 17. 26 
says that Theseus “‘ closed his wrestling-school.” 


52 (102) 
dpdwrides tor Trois évwtlows méAas 
Pollux, Vocabulary 10. 175. 
Ear-coverings close to his ear-rings 


dugwrides were worn to protect the ears of wrestlers. 
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KHPYKEZ 


The Heralds or The Messengers was a satyric play 
on an unknown subject; possibly connected with 
Heracles. 

See Fragments 168, 170, 171, 178. 


58 (109) 
Karta THs avavpyns THs Aeovreias <Sopdas >* 


Pollux, Vocabulary 10. 186. 


1 Neovréas: Aeovrelas Sopas Toup from Hesychius’ Aedvretos 
dopa. 


Down over the skin-coat of lion’s hide 


KPHUZATI 


The seer Polyidus of Corinth discovered the dead 
body of Glaucus, the lost son of Minos, and restored 
it to life by his skill in interpreting Apollo’s oracle 
that had been made known to the father. The 
power to bring the child back alive—so the god 
declared—was to be given him who could find the 
most appropriate object to be compared to Minos’ 
marvellous cow, which each day became in turn 
white, red, and black (cp. Frag. 54). The legend of 
Polyidus was the theme of Sophocles’ Seers. 

To The Women of Crete have been ascribed Frag- 
ments 165, 173. 
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54 (116) 
Aevkois Te yap pdpotoy Kat pedAayxipors 
Kal piAtompémrots’ Bpibera tatrov yxpdvov". 


Athenaeus, Deipnosophists ii. 36. p. 51 p; ep. Eustathius 
on Iliad 1254. 25. 


1 udrompéras Athen. CE, wiArompémras Eust. 
2 ypoa Eust. 


For at the same season [the branch] is weighed 
down by mulberries, white and black and red. 


AEQN 


The Lion was a satyrie play of unknown subject. 
The title may be derived from the Nemean lion 
overcome by Heracles. 


55 (128) 
ddoirdpwr’ SiAnuwa, xwpirns Spakwv 
Stephen of Byzantium, Leaicon 699. 13. 
1 6S0cropSy: Salmasius. 
The bane of wayfarers, the serpent that haunts 
the place 


AYKOYPLOX 
The satyric play of the Lyeurgean trilogy. 


56 (124) 
Kak TOVO émve Bpdrov iayvavbév' ypovm 
Kdcepvoxoume todr év dvdpela oreyny. 
Athenaeus, Deipnosophists x. 67. p. 447 c. 


1 igxvalvw: Blaydes. 
2 kal ceuvoxorre. A: Lobeck and Dindorf. 


And after this he drank beer thinned by age, and 
made thereof loud boast in the banquet-hall (?). 
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MEMNON 


According to the story in the Aethiopis of the 
Cyclic poet Arctinus of Miletus, as summarized by 
Proclus in his Chrestomathy 458, Achilles is in- 
formed by his mother Thetis that Memnon, the son 
of Eos, clad in full armour fashioned by Hephaestus, 
has come to the aid of the Trojans. Antilochus, 
the son of Nestor, is slain in battle by the Ethiopian 
prince, who in turn is slain by Achilles, whose mother 
begs of Zeus the boon of immortality for her son. 
Achilles routs the Trojans, bursts into the city, is 
killed by Paris and Apollo; his body is borne to the 
ships by Ajax, while Odysseus keeps the Trojans at 
bay. Thetis, attended by the Muses and her sister 
Nereids, arrives on the scene, bewails her son, whose 
body she takes from the funeral pyre and carries to 
the island of Leuce. 

The trilogy consisted of The Méuvov, Vvyooracia, 
Weighing of Souls (the order is disputed), and a third 
play unknown, but probably dealing with the death 
of Achilles. In the Yuxocracia Zeus was represented 
as holding aloft the balance, in the scales of which 
were the souls of Achilles and Memnon, while 
beneath each stood Thetis and Eos, praying each 
for the life of her son. Comparing the passage in 
the Ikad (X 210), in which Zeus weighs the fates of 
Achilles and Hector, Plutarch (How a Young Man 
ought to hear Poems 2. p. 17 4) says that Aeschylus 
accommodated a whole play to this fable. 

Fragments 155, 161, 181, 183 have been referred 
to the Memnon. 
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57 (127) 


hf 4 La \ ft S 

Kab pay meAdle. Kal Karaxvyer, TVv07) 

dpkewos' Os vatrnow doKevois, podwv. 

Eustathius on Iliad 1156. 18, Bekker, Anecdota Graeca 
445. 18 (kal. . . dpxios); cp.‘ Hesychius, Lexicon: doxevors’ 
Yrots, drapacxetors (Aloxtdos ’Ayapéuvore: Méuvom Bergk ; 
Hermann would insert doxevos in a verse after Agam. 1324). 

1 doxios: Lobeck. 


And lo, he draws near and his advance fills us with 
chilling fear, like a blast from the North that falls on 
sailors unprepared. 


58 (128) 
xeAxov abépiorov' doridos <7’ >® treprevh 
Bekker, Anecdota Graeca 353. 11 (Aloxddos ’Ayapeuvore: 
Méuvorr Wellauer), Photius, Leaicon 42. 16 (Reitzenstein). 
1 d6épirov An. Gr., d0épnrov Phot.: Blomfield. 
2 < > M. Schmidt. 
Bronze, unshorn (?) and stretched over the shield 


Restoration and translation are wholly uncertain. The 
ancients were hopelessly confused between the words 4@npijs, 
aberpys, drephs, drnpis, a0épyros, abépiros. Possibly the 
bronze of a shield may be said to be “ unshorn,” “ un- 
conquered,” since a weapon ‘ shears off’? what it strikes 
(cp. Euripides, Suppliants 716). Tovey, Journal of Philo- 
logy v. (1878) 221, proposed to read, after Seven against 
Thebes 559, xadxdby aGépicrov* damldos 6' breprevys | EwOev KTr. 
Blomfield would put the verse after Agam. 897. 


MYPMIAONEZ 


The Achilles-trilogy, the “ tragic Iliad,” consisting 
of the Muppuddves, Nypetdes, Ppdyes 7) "Extopos Attpa, 
dramatized (so far as this was appropriate by 
visible action or reported description) the chief 
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events of the Homeric story of the death of Patroclus, 
the slaying of Hector, and Priam’s ransom of the 
body of his son. 

See Fragments 155, 240, 263, 266. 


59 (181) 

Tdbe prev Aedacers, daidys’ "AyAred, 
SopiAupavrovs Aavady j.dxOous, 

ous <mpoTmermKws > elow KAtotas 
<dacets > ;? 


Harpocration, Glossary of the Ten Attic Orators 259. 11, 
explaining zporerwxds as having the meaning of mpodeduxcis 3 
1. 1 Aristophanes, Frogs 992 with Scholiast. 


1< > Heath. 2¢ > Hermann. 


Beholdest thou this, glorious Achilles, beholdest 
thou the distress wrought by the destructive lance 
upon the Danaans, whom thou hast betrayed, yet 
sittest idle within thy tent ? 


Irom the parodus of the Chorus of Myrmidons. 


60 (132) 
Doin’ *AyiAdred,' ri mor’, dvdpoddixrov dxovuv 
i) Kémov,” od aweAdBes em” dpwydv; 
Aristophanes, Frogs 1264 with Scholiast. 
1 dxcheb inferior mss. 2 thkorov: Heath. 


Lord of Phthia, Achilles! Why, oh why, when 
thou hearest the man-slaying 
(Ah woe !) buffetings of war, dost thou not draw 
nigh to our rescue ? 
By the repetition of |. 2 in Frogs 1266, 1271, 1275, 1277, 
after other high-sounding dactylic measures, Euripides is here 
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seeking (inter alia) to ridicule Aeschylus for his iteration 
of the refrain and his strange use of interjections. In the 
present instance xérov yields an intelligible sense with 
dvdpoddixrov ; in the other cases the word (and the entire 
verse) has no connexion with what precedes, being solely 
designed to mark the obscurity of Aeschylus’ choral lyrics. 

A later Scholiast on Frogs 1264 and on Prom. 441 ascribes 
the two verses to envoys, whose pleadings that Achilles enter 
the battle were received with inflexible silence. 


61 (134) 


2 + 1 4 Woe \ 
éndvoeros' 5¢ Eovlos immadextpuav 
2 t 2 , 4 , 

ordler, yv0&yrwv? pappdkwy odds sovos. 

Scholiast Venetus on Aristophanes, Peace 1177; 1. 1 
Scholiast Ravennas on Frogs 932. 

1 Gnd 8 abre Schol. Peace, éwi 8 aierds Schol. Mrogs: 
Headlam. 2 knpbdev rv or knpobévrwy V: Blaydes. 

The buff horse-cock fastened thereon, the laborious 
work of outpoured paints, is dripping. 

When the Trojans set fire to a ship of the Greeks (in 0 717 
Hector attempts to burn that of Protesilaiis), the heat caused 
the melting of the paint of the figure (or picture) of a horse- 


cock, the emblem of the vessel. A horse-cock is pictured in 
Harrison and MacColl, Greek Vase-Paintings pl. viii. 


62 (138) 


*Avridoy’, doiw&dv pe Tod TeAvyKOTOS 

tov Cavra paAdrov: Tapa yap dtoixeras. 

Aristophanes, Women in Parliament 392 with Scholiast. 
The Scholiast ends the quotation with “@\dov, but, since 
Gataker, the following words are also generally ascribed to 
Aeschylus. 

Antilochus, bewail me, the living, rather than him, 
the dead ; for I have lost my all. 
4.24 
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63 (139) 


08" dori piOwy trav AiBvorixdv® Kdéos*, 
mAnyer arpaKtw rokuK@ Tov aierov 
cizeiv iddévTa unyaviy' mrepwparos: 

SQ > 2 5 mw > nT a e ~ ~ 
7dd° ody dm’ dAdwv, adda Tots atrav mrepois 
dAvoxdopecba.® 


Scholiast on Aristophanes, Birds 807, 808, Suidas, 
Lexicon s.v. tavrt wey; |. 1 Pseudo-Diogenianus, Proverbs 
(Paroemiographi Graeci i. 180); ll. 4-5 Birds 808 and often 
in late writers : Dionysius of Halicarnassus, On the Power of 
the Style of Demosthenes 7, Philo of Alexandria, On the 
Incorruptibility of the World 14. 49 (Cohn and Reiter vi. 88), 
Galen, On the Opinions of Hippocrates and Plato iv (vol. v. 
395), Aristeides, On Rhetoric 15 (ii. 17), Athenaeus, Deipno- 
sophists xi. 86. p. 494 8, Eustathius on Jliad, 632. 35. 


1 68 Pseudo-Diogen., ws 5¢ Scho]. Aristoph., 6 6’ Suid. 
2 AcBuxdv 76 Pseudo-Diogen. 

% déoyos Schol. Aristoph., Suid. 

Thy pnxavyy rod Suid. 

5 GdcoxdpeOa in most citations. 


Even so is the Libyan fable famed abroad: the 
eagle, pierced by the bow-sped shaft, looked at the 
feathered device, and said, ‘“‘ Thus, not by others, but 
by means of our own plumage, are we slain.” 


Achilles has lost his friend Patroclus, who, by his consent 
and clad in his armour, fought to rescue the Greeks only to 
lose his life. 

Compare Waller’s ‘‘ To a Lady singing a Song of his 
own Composing ” : 


That eagle’s fate and mine are one, 
Which, on the shaft that made him die, 
Espy’d a feather of his own, 
Wherewith he wont to soar so high. 
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64 (135) 
o¢Bas S€ pnpa@v ayvor' odk émndéow*, 
® Svoxdpiore tov TmuKvar® didnudrwv. 
Athenaeus, Deipnosophists xiii. 79. p. 602 £, cp. Plutarch, 


On Love 5. p. 751 c; 1.2 Plutarch, How to know a Flatterer 
Srom a Friend, 19. 61 a. 


1 gyov Athen. A: Canter. 2 ob xarndéow Plut. 
3 rixpGv Plut. 751 c, ruxvay 61 a. 


No reverence hadst thou for the unsullied holiness 
of thy limbs, oh thou most ungrateful for my many 
kisses ! 


Fragments 64-66 are from the address of Achilles in the 
presence of the corpse of Patroclus, who had been slain b 
Hector (II 821) and lay with his lower limbs uncovered. 
Achilles here mournfully urges against him the reproach 
that, in his forkidden advance against the Trojans, he had 
been heedless of the affection of his friend. 


65 (136) 
Eenp@v re trav ody’ eboeBns dptdAta® 
[Lucian], The Loves 54, 


iva, (L 
2 guna Q; after dpcdla, Kaddlw QM, kaddwr TV (7.¢. kAalwv), 
deleted by Winckelmann, Dobree. 


And the chaste nearness of thy limbs 
The Fragment was ascribed to Aeschylus by Porson. 


66 (137) 
Kal pny, Prd ydp, aBdedAvKr’ euol rdbe. 
Bekker, Anecdota Graeca 321. 22, Suidas, Lexicon s.v. 
aBdéduxra, etc. 
And yet—for that I love him—they are not re- 
pulsive to my sight. 
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MYZOI 


According to the common version of the legend, 
Telephus, son of Heracles and Auge, daughter of 
Aleiis of Tegea, being ignorant of his parents, was 
directed by an oracle to seek for them in Mysia, of 
which country Teuthras was ruler. Aristotle (Poetics 
1460 a 32), however, referring to the fault that 
improbable incidents are sometimes set forth within 
a play (whereas they ought, if possible, to be external, 
as part of the fable) alludes to Telephus as having 
come speechless all the way from Tegea to Mysia, 
a taboo explicable only if he had incurred blood- 
guiltiness (ep. Eumenides 448). Telephus had, in fact, 
killed his maternal uncles. 

Fragment 208 has been referred to The Mysians. 


67 (143) 
id Kaine Mvouai 7° émppoai 
Strabo, Geography xiii. 1. 70. p. 616 (wrongly ascribing 


the verse to the prologue of The Myrmidons, an error 
corrected by Pauw), Macrobius, Saturnalia v. 20. 16. 


Hail, Caicus and ye streams of Mysia! 


68 (144) 
morapod Katkov yaipe mp@ros opyewy, 
evyais S¢ alors’ Seomdras matwvriats. 
Photius, Lewvicon 344. 19, Suidas, Lexicon s.v. dpyedves. 
1 gdtos Phot., cwoers Suid. 
Hail, thou first priest of Caicus’ stream, by thy 
healing prayers mayest thou preserve thy lords ! 
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69 (145 a) * 
eldov KkaAndlovras ev aixpats. 
Photius, Lexicon 113. 15 (Reitzenstein). 
I saw them trotting (?) amid the spears. 


NEANIZKOI 


The Youths, the third play of the Lycurgus-trilogy, 
apparently has its name from the Edonians who 
celebrated the worship of Dionysus that had gained 
admission into the kingdom of Lycurgus despite the 
opposition of that prince. 

See Fragments 179, 187, 193, 210, 256. 


70 (146) 
auvpas’ Umocktovow* ev uxrnpiows® 


Athenaeus, Deipnosophists xi. 109. p. 503 c. 
1 catpas: Valckenaer. 

2 drockloiow C, tarnxdoow A. 

3 Wuxrnplos E, puxrnplooe C. 


Breezes in cool, shady places 


71 (149 a) 
mpos 8° emt rots audirladh ajpar’ éxwv abavarwy 
Photius, Lexicon 102. 13 (Reitzenstein). 


Besides, in addition to these, having the plenteous 
woes of the immortals 
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NHPEIAE> 


Thetis, accompanied by her sister Nercids, comes 
from the depths of the sea to enquire the cause of 
the lamentations of her son (cp. ¥ 53 ff.). She finds 
Achilles by the dead body of Patroclus and promises 
to procure from Hephaestus new armour that he 
may take vengeance on Hector, who has been 
exulting over the death of Patroclus. The play prob- 
ably contained a description of Achilles’ new armour, 
his reconciliation with Agamemnon, and his combat 
with Hector, whose corpse was dragged in at the 
close. 

See Fragments 158, 189. 


72 (150) 
SeAdiwvoddpov' mediov movrov 
Svapeupapevar 
Scholiast on Euripides, Women of Phoenicia 209. 


1 dehgurdpopov M, derpivopov BCT, dedrglvnpov Pal. 343: 
Barnes. 


Having crossed the plain of the sea, that bears 
dolphins 
73 (153) 


Aerros S€ owdan daydiBadrdeobw xpot. 
Herodianus Technicus, Excerpts 22. 31 (Hilgard). 


Let fine linen be cast about his body. 


74 (151) 


? a Ni , € a 
evapoxrdvras Sé POoyy . . . Kdros dyod 
/ > a > A 
tédos aBavarwv arrodeixper 
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Hesychius, Lexicon s.v. évapopépos, states that ancient 
commentators compared y 412: “ for it is unholy to boast 
over slain men,” and gives the meaning of the much mangled 
words as follows: 6 6 évapoxrdvras Odvarés (Odvarov corr. 
Heinsius) woe (uy corr. Musurus) émexavywpevos 7d ex Tov 
bey rédos bod dmodelwer (darohéWer corr. Musurus), 7a Tay 
d@avarwy tnbyn, xal él rods éxOpois te. Sidgwick read 
évapoxravras 6¢ Pdvos Kéduros | éyxoros bod | rédos KTH. 
‘‘ Death, the spoiler and slayer, angry at boastings, will 
quit the company of the immortals on high ” (?). 


75 (152) 
KdpaKos 8° teis' [kdparos ]* yAwyxiva dixpovv® 
Scholiast on Pindar, Nemean 6. 85 (53). 


1 ioc: Heimsoeth. 2 | Hermann. 
3 Gurddovov: Hermann. 


Hurling the shaft with forked point 


NIOBH 


The place and progress of the action of this famous 
drama cannot be determined with certainty. Apart 
from the title-heroine, the only person known to 
participate in the action is Tantalus, the father of 
Niobe—himself, like his daughter, destroyed because 
of evil pride engendered by great good fortune. 
Niobe, according to Homer ( 602 ff.), had vaunted 
herself a more prolific mother than Leto, whose two 
children, Apollo and Artemis, therefore slew her 
seven sons and seven daughters. From Fragment 81 
it has been inferred that the scene remained Thebes 
throughout the play. Since it is expressly reported 
that Sophocles in his Niobe made the mother return 
to her native Lydia after the destruction of her 
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children in Thebes, it is likely that this transference 
of the place of action from Thebes to Lydia was not 
anticipated by Aeschylus.—The older poet gives no 
hint as to the reason for the calamity visited by Zeus 
upon Amphion, Niobe’s husband and his own son. 

Sources other than the text inform us that 
Aeschylus gave Niobe fourteen children, a number 
adopted by Euripides and Aristophanes ; whereas, 
apart from other variations in the tradition, Homer 
states that they were twelve, Hesiod twenty, equally 
divided as to sex.—Until the third part of the play 
Niobe sat speechless upon the tomb of her dead 
offspring, apparently the most celebrated instance 
of the dramatic device of silence often employed by 
Aeschylus, and for which he is ridiculed by Euripides 
in Aristophanes, Frogs 911. 

It has been disputed whether the title refers only 
to the one play Niobe, or whether, like Prometheus, it 
was both a collective designation of an entire trilogy 
and also the name of a single drama ; in any case, as 
to the dramas presented at the same time we have 
no information. Welcker sought to establish the 
group Tpodot (distinct from Avovicov tpodoi), Nid By, 
IIporoprot. R. J. Walker finds a trilogy in KadAwora, 
*“AtaAavtn, NiéBy on the ground that all the persons 
thus named suffered metamorphosis, and that 
Artemis was prominent in each member of the 
group. From Aristotle (Poetics 18. 1456 a 16) it 
would seem that Aeschylus did not, like some play- 
wrights, deal with the whole story of Niobe. There 
is no indication whether or not Aeschylus adopted 
the legend that Niobe was turned into stone. 

Fragments 197, 227, 240 have been ascribed to 
the Niobe. 
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76 (155) 

"Iorpos towvras mapbévovs’ é€edxerau” 

t 7 nn? ¢€ A a 3 
ztpepew 6 & ayvos Déors*. 
Choeroboscus (41. 10)on Hephaestion’s Handbook of Metres 

7 (Consbruch 8. 15). 

1 olorpos Tovatrns rap0évov Heph. inferior mss. 
2 1, 1 is often cited by itself, generally with oxeterar, 


sometimes with paceverar or nynoretierat. 
3 éetxerar . . . ‘aos only in Choeroboseus. 


Maidens such as these Ister and pure Phasis claim 
to breed. 


77 (156) 
beds prev airiay pve. Bporois 
érav Kak@oa dHua Tapmndnv Gdn. 
Plato, Republic ii. 380 a, whence Eusebius, Preparation 
for the Gospel xiii. 3. 643 .c; without mention of the poet’s 


name: Plutarch, How a Young Man ought to hear Poems 2. 
17 8, On Common Conceptions against the Stoics 14. 1065 x. 


God planteth in mortal men the cause of sin when- 
soever he wills utterly to destroy a house. 


78 (157) 
epnpern” 
, ! 2 AY 2 a ‘ 
tadhov réxvos éen@le* rots teOvnkdaw. 
Hesychius, Lewicon s.v. érdtev (he took the passage to 


mean that Niobe sat over her dead children as a hen sits on 
her eggs—an interpretation still current), ( 


1 égiuévy: Musurus. 2 érwte: Nauck. 


Seated on their tomb she made lament over her 
dead children. 
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79 (158) 
omeipw 8 dpoupay dwdey’ Awepav oddv, 
Bepéxuvra y@pov, 20 *Adpaoreias eos 
"Idy? te puKnOpotor Kat Bovyjpwacw 
mpémova® pndwv, wav 3° dpexbever® médov. 
Strabo, Geography xii. 7. 18. p. 5803; omelpw . . . x@pov 


Plutarch, On Banishment 10. 603 a, That a Philosopher ought 
chiefly to converse with Great Men 3. 778 B. 


1 f8ns : Casaubon. 
2 Boéuovor: H. L. Ahrens. 
3 bpexGet ux, epéx0ec Cglrvw, épéxPeov Dhi: Headlam. 


I sow a field twelve days’ journey wide, even the 
Berecynthian land, where Adrastea’s seat and Ida 
resound with lowing oxen and bleating sheep, and 
the whole plain roars. 


Spoken by Tantalus. The words of Fragment 80 have 
regard to the overthrow of his house and followed close upon 
those of Fragment 79. 


80 (159) 
ovpos S€ mdT0s' ovpav@d Kupav dvw 
épale minret Kai we mpoopwrvel TAde° 
“ viyvwoKe TavOpwera un oeBew ayav.” 
Plutarch, On Banishment 10. 603 a. 


1 Gupds dé rod’ duds: Porson. 


My fate, that dwelt aloft in Heaven, now falleth 
to earth and saith to me ‘‘ Learn not to esteem 
human things overmuch.”’ 
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81 (160) 


\ , 3 id 
Kal douous *“Apdtovos 
KaTaarkwow muppdporow aierois. 
Aristophanes, Birds 1247-1248. 


And to ashes will I burn the house of Amphion 
by my fire-bearing eagles. 

The eagle is lovis armiger, minister fulminis. Amphion’s 
death was variously explained, but apparently this is the 


only place where it is ascribed to Zeus. kary@ddAwoe “ burned 
to ashes ” is a probable conjecture of E. A. J. Ahrens. 


82 (161) 


, A Noa t fy , 25 
puovos Bev yap’ Odvaros od ddpwv epa, 
302 We g if eid > ta } a 3 
000? av te Gwv 00d? emomevdwy avois®, 
odd” dort Bwpos* ovd€ mrawvileras- 
i A A , > ~ 
peovouv dé [lewba Saysdvev doorare?. 


Stobaeus, Anthology iv. 51. 1 (Hense v. 1066) in cod. 
Sambuci; ll. 1-3 Scholiasts AB on Iliad I 158 (cp. Eusta- 
thius on Iliad 744. 3); 1. 1 Aristophanes, Fregs 1392, 
Scholiast on Sophocles, Hlectra 139, and on Euripides, 
Alcestis 55, Suidas, Lexicon s.v. Oavaray, ubvos Gedy, wdyKowos. 

1 yap OeGv Schol. Soph. Eur., deGv ye Suid. s.v. rdyxotvos, 
yep om. Suid. s.v. wévos Pedy, Eust. 

2 odr’ . . . otr’ Stob., of’ . . . 088’ Schol. J/., Wust. 

3 yaois Stob., AdBors Schol. Jl., Kust.: Dobree. 

* ob Bwuss éorw Stob., 089’ éo7: Buds Schol. Jl., Hust. 


For, alone of gods, Death loves not gifts ; no, not 
by sacrifice, nor by libation, canst thou aught avail 
with him; he hath no altar nor hath he hymn of 
| i from him, alone of gods, Persuasion stands 
aloof. 
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83 (162) 


ot Gedy ayxioropot 

e Z. 4 ? ta 7 > 18 ~ fi 1 
ot Znvos eyyus, @v Kar atov ardyov 
Atos watpdov Bwpyds éor ev aifépt, 
kota ow e€irnrov aiua Sarudvwr. 

Plato, Republic iii. 391 E; ep. Strabo, Geography xii. 8. 

21. p. 580. 
1 &v kar’ “Tdatov mé-yov Plato, ois év Idalw ayy Strabo. 


The kindred of the gods, men near to Zeus, whose 
is the altar of Zeus, their sire, high in clear air on 
Ida’s hill, and in their veins not yet hath ceased to 
flow the blood divine. 


Spoken by Niobe, says Strabo. 


SANTPIAI 


The subject of this play is the rejection of the 
newly instituted worship of Dionysus either by 
Pentheus or by the daughters of Minyas. The 
Scholiast on Eumenides 24 states that the death 
of Pentheus took place, in the Havzpia., on Mt. 
Cithaeron ; and Philostratus (Images 3. 18) describes 
a picture in which the mother and aunts of Pentheus 
rend asunder (£aivovcr) the body of the unbelieving 
prince. On the other hand, Aelian (Historical 
Miscellanies 3. 42, ep. Ovid, Metamorphoses 14. 32 ff.) 
relates that Leucippe, Arsippe, and Alcithoé, the 
daughters of Minyas, out of love for their husbands, 
held themselves aloof from the orgiastic rites of 
Dionysus and attended to their weaving (in which 
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case Havrpiac might yield the meaning “ Wool- 
Carders”) and to punish their obstinacy, the god 
brought madness upon the sisters, so that they 
tore to pieces the son of Leucippe ; in consequence 
of which deed of blood they were pursued by the 
Maenads.—Hera appeared in the play in the guise 
of a priestess begging alms (Fragment 84); and 
Bacchic frenzy was incorporated as Lyssa (Fragment 
85). By some the drama is regarded as satyric. 
See Fragments 184, 197, 210. 


84 (168) 


dpecouyovotot 

vipdas Kpyvidow Kudpaior Oeatow ayeipw 

*Ivayou ’Apyeiov morapod mately Pioddpors. 

Scholiast on Aristophanes, Frogs 1344, Diogenes, Letters 
34.2; 1.3 Plato, Republic ii. 381 v. 

vipat dpecrydviac (dpecvydvioe V) Oeatow dyelpw “Ivdxov 
"Apyetov vd woranod xrd. Schol. Aristoph.; (Hpav) vindacs 
Kpjvasow Kudpats dyelpovcay "Ivdyov “Apyelass . . . Prodwpors 
Diog.: dpecorydvoiee vidas xpyridow Meineke, kudpatcr 
Dindorf. 

For the nymphs of the springs, the glorious 
goddesses mountain-born, I beg a dole, even for the 
life-giving children of Inachus, the Argive river. 


85 (169) 
ék 7o0@v 8 dvw 
bmépyera omapaypos eis aKpov Kapa, 
t t 1 , t ! 
xéevrnua Avoons,' axopmtov Bédos Adyw. 
Photius, Lexicon 326. 22, Suidas, Lexicon s.v. éxrwrovr. 


1 yhdoons: Lobeck. 
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From the feet up to the crown of the head steals 
a spasm, the stab of Frenzy, aye, the scorpion’s sting. 


Spoken by Lyssa. 
86 (171) 


Kdpakes TevKNS of mupipAcKTot 
Pollux, Vocabulary 10. 117. 
Shafts of pine ablaze with fire 


87 (170) 


i33 ww fs 3 fi fd 

as ore tréup HAlov mpocdépKerat 

ovr dorepwrov Oppa* Anr@as Kdépys. 

Galen, Commentary on Hippocrates’ Epidemics vi, vol. 
xvii. 1. 880. 

1 dorépwy oropa: Bentley. 


[Women] upon whom looketh neither the sun’s 
flashing ray nor the starry eye of Leto’s child. 

Possibly from a description of the Maenads, whose 
appearance is represented as equally strange with that of the 
daughters of Phorcys, upon whom ‘neither doth the sun 
with his beams look down, nor ever the nightly moon” 


(Prom. 796). Hecate, a moon-goddess, is hcre identified with 
Artemis. 


OIAIIOY= 


The second play of the Oedipodea: Adios, Oi8irous, 
‘Era ért OnGaus, Uhiyé Of the Adios no certain 
remains are attested. 

See Fragments 164, 186, 201, 214, 229. 
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88 (173) 
erjuev' Ths 6800 TpoxjAarov 
~ 4 , ia A 
oxiorns KeAevfou tpiodov, évOa cupBodas 
a , 2 : ? , 
tpidv KedevOwr® Hormadiwy jueiBouer. 
Scholiast on Sophocles, Oedipus Tyrannus 733. 
1 éreinuer (ewnemev G): Brunck. 2 xéXevfov: Brunck. 
We were coming on our journey to the place from 
which three highways part in branching roads, where 
we crossed the junction of the triple roads at Potniae. 


Oidlrous Valekenaer, FAadxos Ilorveds Hermann. 


OMAQN KPIXIx 


The Award of the Arms, the first play of the Ajax- 
trilogy, dealt with the contest between Ajax and 
Odysseus for the arms of Achilles after that hero’s 
death. From Fragment 90 it appears that each of 
the chieftains set forth his pretensions and indulged 
in detraction of his rival. According to a verse of 
the Odyssey (A 547, rejected by Aristarchus) the 
Trojans were the judges ; according to the Aethiopis 
of Arctinus the award was made by Trojan captives ; 
according to Lesches’ Little Iliad the decision in 
favour of Odysseus resulted from the fact that a 
Trojan, overheard by Achaean scouts under the walls 
of the city, pronounced that warrior more redoubt- 
able than Ajax. The constitution of the Chorus is 
uncertain. Fragment 89 is cited as addressed to 
Thetis by some one who called upon the Nereids to 
make the award. Welcker held that Trojan captives 
formed the choral group. 

Vragment 189 has been referred to the play. 
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89 (174) 
Séomowa mevrnjkovTa Nypidwv Kopav 
Scholiast on Aristophanes, Acharnians 883. 


Queen of Nereus’ fifty daughters 


90 (175) 
GAN “AvrixAetas dacov 7AGe Xiovdos, 
THs ans Aé€yw Tor pnTpds, yo eyeivaro. 
Scholiast on Sophocles, Ajax 190. 


But Sisyphus drew nigh unto Anticleia—aye, thy 
mother, I mean, her who bare thee. 


Ajax calls Odysseus a bastard of Sisyphus, the crafty 
knave. 


91 (177) 
Ti yap Kkaddv Civ @ Bios' Adaas déper; 
Stobaeus, Anthology iv. 53. 24 (Hense v. 1104). 
1 tiv Blov ds: Nauck. 
For wherein is life sweet to him who suffers grief ? 
Spoken by Ajax. 
92 (176) 
amar yap éott tis aAnGeias én. 
Stobaeus, Anthology 3. 11. 4 (Hense iii. 431). 
For simple are the words of truth. 


93 (178 a) 
Kal dud mvevpatrwy Oepov anow vrvov. 
Photius, Lexicon 39. 7 (Reitzenstein). 


And. through his lungs he breathes fevered sleep. 
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OXTOAOTOI 


The Bone-Gatherers was a tragedy, if, as seems not 
improbable, the Chorus consisted of the relatives 
of the suitors of Penelope who came to exact 
vengeance from Odysseus for the slaughter of their 
kin and to collect their bones after their bodies had 
been burned on the funeral pyre (cp. w 417). On 
this supposition, Fragments 94 and 95 were spoken 
by Odysseus standing by the corpses of the suitors and 
recounting the insults he had received at their hands. 

A counter interpretation, regarding the play as 
satyric, derives the title from the hungry beggars in 
the palace at Ithaca, who collected the bones hurled 
at them by the suitors (cp. v 299, o 394). 


94 (179) 
Edpvpaxos obros dAXos? odvdév iooovas* 
a > i A ¥] > s, 3 sa / 
bBp.l? vBpropods ov évaroious® epot: 
Hv pev yap att@ oxoros* dei rovpor® Kapa, 
Tov 8° ayKvdAnrots KooadBots* émtoKxoros? 
fexrenav® 7Bdca yelp édiero. 
Athenaeus, Deipnosophists xv. 5. p. 667 c. 


1 odx d\Xos A: Hermann. 2 nooov A: Musurus. 
* alveslous A: Porson, Coray. ‘ xérraBos: Dobree. 
5 roi wey A: Petit. 8 ayxvAntob Koocdfids : Dobree. 
7 


éorv cxords A: Kaibel. 
® Headlam conj. ws éxroudy “as of javelins’’: of éxrevas 
Schweighiuser. 


Kurymachus here, another, brought no less un- 
scemly outrage upon me; for he continually made 
my head his mark, and at it, with bent-armed casts, 
his vigorous hand kept aiming true. 
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The poet has in mind that form of the cottabus-game 
(xérraBos or xéccafos) in which each of the players so bent 
his arm and turned his wrist as to aim the wine left in the 
hottom of his cup at the head of a small bronze figure (udvys) 
placed in a saucer (\dorvy£). 


95 (180) 

60° €oriv 6s mor’ aud’ euot Bédos 

yeAwrorody, THY KaKoopoV ovpavyny, 

eppupev od’ juapte: wept SD eud Kapa 

mAnyeto” evavdynoey coTpakoupern, 

xwpis pupypav’ tevyéwy mvéovo’ éeyuol. 

Athenaeus, Deipnosophists i. 30. p. 17 c3 cp. Eustathius 
on Odyssey 1828. 28; riw xdxoopov . . . xdpa Sophocles, 
Frag. 565. 


Ascribed to Aeschylus by Athenaeus, to this play by 
Welcker. 


1 wupapav C. 

There is the man who once hurled at me (nor did 
he miss his aim) a missile that caused them all to 
laugh, even the ill-smelling chamber-pot ; crashed 
about my head, it was shivered into shards, breathing 
upon me an odour unlike that of unguent-jars. 


MAAAMHAH*S 


Palamedes, son of Nauplius, was the human, as 
Prometheus was the divine, inventor or discoverer 
of arts and sciences useful to man; and to both were 
ascribed the introduction of the alphabet, number, 
and the skill to know the periods of the stars. Later 
epic and the tragic drama were especially concerned 
with the manner of his death at Troy. According 
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to the legend probably preferred by the tragedians, 
his violent end was due to the ancient enmity of 
Odysseus, whose feigned madness to escape participa- 
tion in the Trojan war had been detected by the 
ingenuity of Palamedes. One account had him 
drowned by Odysseus and Diomedes ; another had 
him lured into a well in search of treasure and then 
crushed with stones. More famous was the story 
that Odysseus, in concert with Agamemnon (to 
whom Palamedes, as leader of the peace party, was 
opposed) concocted a plot to show that their adversary 
purposed to betray the Greeks: gold was hidden in 
his tent, likewise a letter purporting to be written 
to him by Priam, on the discovery of which by the 
people he was stoned to death by Odysseus and 
Diomedes. 

Nauplius, failing to obtain justice from the 
murderers of his son, took vengeance on the Greek 
commanders by raising deceptive fire-signals on the 
Capherean cliffs in Kuboea at the time of their home- 
ward voyage. 

Fragment 252 has been referred to this play. 


96 (182) 


Kat ta€udpyous yaKarovtdpxous’ oTpar@ 

éraga, oitov 0° eidevar dSuopioa, 

” 5 a Se 972 © _o f) am) 

apioTa, detmva, Sépmra alpetoGar tpira’. 

Athenaeus, Deipnosophists i. 19. p. 11 D3 otrov . . . tplra 
Eustathius on Odyssey 1791. 42 ; 1. 3 often in later writers. 


1 rafidpxas Kat orpardpxas Kal éxatovrdpxas: Porson (-ovs 
for -as Wilam.). 2 6’ Athen. 

3 zpla Schol. on Jliad in Cramer, <Anecdota Graeca 
Parisiensia iii. 7. 15, Eustathius on Iliad 1358. 4, on Odyssey 
1432, 5, 1791. 42. 
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Both commanders of regiments! and centurions 
did I appoint for the host, and I determined their 
knowledge of different foods,? and for them to take 
breakfast, dinner, and supper third. 

Spoken by Palamedes (Athenaeus). 


1 At Athens raflapyo: commanded the troops raised from 
each of the tribes. 

* It is uncertain whether the mention of food refers to 
soldiers’ rations or has regard to a distinct invention on the 
part of Palamedes. Possibly eldéva: is corrupt. 


97 (181) 
Tivos Karékras &vexa maid’ eudv BAdBys; 
Scholiast A on /liad A 319. 
By reason of what injury hast thou slain my son ? 
Nauplius reproaches Odysseus for the death of his son. 


TTENOEYS 


“The Pentheus anticipated Euripides’ Bacchae, in 
which play Dionysus, angered at the refusal of 
Pentheus, ruler of Thebes, to recognize his godhead, 
inspired with frenzy the prince’s mother Agave and 
her sisters. In their madness the women tore 
Pentheus to pieces, and Agave bore his head in 
triumph in the delusion that it was that of a lion. 
See Eumenides 26, and cp. Fragment 197. 


98 (183) 
pend aipwaros méuduya mpos médw Badys. 


Galen, Commentary on Hippocrates’ Epidemics vi, vol. 
xvii. 1. 880. 


Nor do thou cast a drop of blood upon the ground. 
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I[EPPAIBIAEZ 


The Women of Perrhaebia belongs with the Iaion 
(see p. 410). Compare Fragments 182, 192, 222. 


99 (184) 
mod pot Ta TOAAA SHpa KaKpobina; 
m00 ypvodrevKTa Kapyupa oxudwpara; 


Athenaeus, Deipnosophists xi. 99. p. 499 a, Eustathius on 
Odyssey 1775. 22. 


Where are my many promised gifts and spoils of 
war? Where are my gold and silver cups? 


Ejoneus here, as in Frag. 100, demands the bridal-gifts 
promised him by Ixion. 


100 (185) 
dpyupnAarous 
Képaot xpvad ordpia mpooPeBAnpevots 


Athenaens, Deipnosophists xi. 51. p. 476 c, Eustathius on 
Iliad 917. 63. 


With silver-mounted drinking-horns, fitted with 
golden mouthpieces 


101 (186) 
TéOvnkev oixtpOs' xpnudtwy daatdAn. 


Eustathius on Iliad 352. 34, Favorinus, Lexicon s.v. 
amacd\n. 


1 alcypds Eust., aloypads Fayv.: F. W. Schmidt. 


He has perished piteously, defrauded of his own. 
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WHNEAOIH 
102 (187) 
éyw yévos mwev ciut Kpis apxyéorarov. 
Etymologicum Genuinum s.v. dodoésraroy ; cp. Etymo- 
logicum Magnum 31. 6. 
I am a Cretan of most ancient lineage. 


Odysseus, on the occasion of his first conversation with 
Penelope after his return, fabricates the tale that he is a 
Cretan, the grandson of Minos (7 180). In & 199 he tells 
Eumaeuns that he is a Cretan, the son of Castor. 


ITPOMH@EIX: 


‘The Medicean Catalogue of Aeschylus’ plays 
names three entitled Llpopyfets (Seopirns, Avd- 
pevos, tmuphdpos); a fourth, I[Ipopnfets rupxaer's 
(Pollux, Vocabulary 9. 156, 10. 64) was probably 
the satyric drama of the trilogy Pets, Hépoas, 
TAatkos (révtios) produced in 472 p.c. From the 
Scholiast on Prom. 511 it is to be inferred that the 
Avépevos followed the Acoporns. The theme and 
place of the [Ivp¢épos are still disputed: (1) it is 
another name for the Ilvpxaets ; (2) it preceded the 
Acopdrys in the trilogy and dealt with the Titan’s 
theft of fire—in this sense, it is the Fire-Bringer or 
Fire-Giver ; (8) as the Fire-Bearer, it followed the 
Avopevos, and described the inauguration of the 
TIpopjfea, the Athenian festival at which torch- 
races were held in honour of the Titan, now become 
the god of the potter-guild. Some, who follow 
Canter in identifying the Ilup#épos with the Ivprueis, 
maintain that it was the satyric drama, and dealt 
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with the Attie worship of the god. A satyr-play in 
the Prometheus-trilogy is unknown. 

The extract from the Literary History, appended to 
the Life of the poet in the Medicean and many other 
manuscripts, says that “ some of Aeschylus’ plays, as 
those entitled Prometheus (oi TIpopnGeis), dealt only 
with gods.” The singular [popaGeds may at times 
be a collective title; but it generally indicates a 
partieular play whose more exact designation was 
unknown or neglected. Late writers sometimes 
cite, as from the Aecpwrys, passages not appearing 
in that play: these should, if possible, be located 
among the other dramas of the group rather than 
forced into the text of the extant tragedy. 


103 (188) . 
moAdois yap €or. Képdos 7 ovyy Bporav’. 
Scholiast on Aristeides, In Defence of the Four Statesmen, 

vol. iit. 501. 17 (ev IlpounGe? Secprn). 
1 Bporév in Dindorf’s edition, Bporots in Frommel’s. 
For silence is gain to many of mankind. 
Cp. Agam. 548, Frag. 118. 


IIPOMHOEYZ AYOMENOX 


Fragments 104, 105, 106 are from the parodus 
of the Chorus of Titans, now released from ‘Tartarus 
by the clemency of Zeus. To them Prometheus 
describes his tortures (Frag. 107) and his benefits 
to man (Frag, 108). In his search for the golden 
apples of the Hesperides, Heracles, having come to 
the Caucasus, where Prometheus is confined, receives 
from him directions concerning his course through the 
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land of the peoples in the farthest north (Frag. 109- 
111)and the perils to be encountered on his homeward 
march after slaying Geryon in the farthest west (Frag. 
112,cp. 37). Frag. 113-114 refer to Heracles’ shooting 
of the eagle that fed on the vitals of the Titan. 

See Fragments 204, 208, 209, 230, 261. 


104. (190) 

WKomev . . . 

tovs aovs dOdous Tovode, Ipounbed, 

deopob te rdfos 708 erroydpevou'. 

Arrian, Voyage in the Euxine 99. 22, Anonymous in 
Miller, Fragmenta Historicorum Graecorum v. 184. 

1 écoyduevor Arrian. 

We have come to look upon these thy ordeals, 
Prometheus, and the affliction of thy bonds. 


105 (192) 
powrkdmeddv tT épvOpas tepov 
xedpua Oadrdoons 
tyadKoxepauver te Trap? “OKxeave 
Aisvynv* mavrotpogov Aifidmwv, 
iy’ 6 mavtomrns® “HAtos aiet 
xpar d0dvarov kdpwardv 8 tnmuwv 
Oeppats vdatos 
poadaKkod mpoxoats [7° ]*® dvamaver. 
Strabo, Geography i. 2. 27. p. 33. 
1 Xiuvav: Dindorf. 
2 ravrerérras: mavrémras Tyrwhitt, tavyrémrys Dindorf. 
3 { ] Editors. 
[Leaving] the Erythraean Sea’s sacred stream red 
of floor, and the mere by Oceanus, the mere of the 
Acthiopians . . . that giveth nourishment unto all, 
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where the all-seeing Sun doth ever, in warm out- 
pourings of soft water, refresh his undying body and 
his wearicd steeds. 

Cited by Strabo as proof that the ancient Greeks 
designated as Aethiopia all the southern countries toward 
the ocean. In]. 3 xaAxoxépavvov is credited with the meaning 
“ flashing like bronze.” But xepavvés is not used for crepory 
(xadrxorréporov Weil, xaAxopdpavyor Hermann; but neither 
satisfies). 


106 (191) 


nt nev did Boves Edpas 
TH fev OlOvpor xXUoves KLupwians 
rd AO’? 7M tf fe Oa 3 
peyav 4 clas TEepnwova Daow 
Arrian, Voyage in the Euxine 99. 22, Anonymous in 
Miller, Fragmenta Historicorum Graecorum v. 184. 


1 +7: Editors. 249 Arr., 77 6 Anon. 
3 daow roraydv Anon. 


Here Phasis, the mighty common boundary of the 
land of Europe and Asia 


107 (193) 


Titdnum suboles, sécia nostri sanguinis, 
generdta Caelo, aspicite religatum asperis 
vincttimque saxis, navem ut horrisono freto 
noctém paventes timidi adnectunt navitae. 
Sattrnius me sfc infixit lippiter 

Jovisque numen Miulciberi adscivit manus. 
hos ille cuneos fabrica crudeli inserens 
perrtpit artus. qua miser sollértia 
transvérberatus cdstrum hoe Furiarum incolo. 
iam tértio me quéque funesté die 
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tristi ddvolatu adincis lacerans inguibus 
Jovis satelles pastu dilaniat fero. 

tum fecore opimo farta et satiata adfatim 
clangérem fundit vastum, et sublime Avolans! 
pinnata cauda néstrum adulat sanguinem. 
cum véro adesum inflatu renovatum ést iecur, 
tum rursum taetros dvida se ad pastts refert. 
sic hanc? custodem maésti cruciatis alo, 
quae® mé perenni vivum foedat miseria, 
namque, ut videtis, vinclis constricttis Iovis 
arcére nequeo diram volucrem a péctore. 

sic me fpse viduus péstis excipio anxias, 
amére mortis términum anquiréns* mali, 

sed lénge a leto ntimine aspelldr Iovis. 

atque haéc vetusta saéclis glomerata hérridis 
luctifica clades ndéstro infixa est cérpori, 

e qué liquatae sdlis ardore éxcidunt 

guttaé, quae saxa adsidue instillant Caticasi. 


Cicero, Tusculan Disputations ii. 10. 23-25; I. 14-15 
sublime—sanguinem in Nonius Marcellus, Compendiosa 
Doctrina 17. 9 M. 


1 advolans : Lambinus. 2 hunc: Bentley. 
3 qui: Bentley. 4 inquirens: Victorius. 


Ye race of Titans, offspring of Uranus, blood- 
kinsmen mine! Behold me fettered, clamped to 
these rough rocks, even as a ship is moored fast by 
timid sailors, fearful of night because of the roaring 
sea. Thus hath Zeus, the son of Cronus, fastened 
me, and to the will of Zeus hath Hephaestus lent his 
hand. With cruel art hath he riven my limbs by 
driving in these bolts. Ah, unhappy that I am! 
By his skill transfixed, I tenant this stronghold of 
the Furies. And now, each third woeful day, with 
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dreadful swoop, the minister of Zeus with his hooked 
talons rends me asunder by his cruel repast. Then, 
crammed and glutted to the full on my fat liver, he 
utters a prodigious scream and, soaring aloft, with 
winged tail fawns upon my gore. But when my 
gnawed liver swells, renewed in growth, greedily 
doth he return anew to his fell repast. Thus do I 
feed this guardian of my awful torture, who mutilates 
me living with never-ending pain. For fettered, as 
ye see, by the bonds of Zeus, I have no power to 
drive from my vitals the accursed bird. Thus, 
robbed of self-defence, I endure woes fraught with 
torment: longing for death, I look around for an 
ending of my misery; but by the doom of Zeus I 
am thrust far from death. And this my ancient 
dolorous agony, intensified by the dreadful centuries, 
is fastened upon my body, from which there fall, 
melted by the blazing sun, drops that unceasingly 
pour upon the rocks of Caucasus. 


108 (194) 


immwv dvev 7 dyxeta’ Kat Taupe yévos? 
— Sods avridovAa® Kat adver exdéxropa'. 

Plutarch, On Fortune 3. 98 c (ep. On the Craftiness of 
Animals 7.965 a), Porphyry, On Abstinence 3. 18. 


* dxelav Plut. 965 a, Porph. 2 yovas: Wilam. 
* dvrléwpa Plut. 98 c. 4 avdéxropa Plut. 965 a. 


Giving to them stallions—horses and asses—and 
the race of bulls to serve them as slaves and to 
relieve them of their toil. 
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109 (195) 

edletav Epme THvdE? Kal mpwTLOTA pEV 

Bopeddas 7&es mpos mvods, iv eddAaBod 

Bpopov Karavyilovra, un oa dvapmaon 

dvoxeyepw méuduyt ovorpefas ddve*. 

Galen, Commentary on Hippocrates’ Epidemics vi, vol. 
xvii. 1. p. 879 (év Ilpoyn Ge? Seouwry corr. H. Stephanus). 

1 épwerty 5¢: Stephanus. 

2 rvoatow: Stephanus. 3 dvw: Stephanus. 

Follow this straight road; and, first of all, thou 
shalt come to the north winds, where do thou beware 
the roaring hurricane, lest unawares it twist thee up 
and snatch thee away in wintry whirlwind. 


110 (196) 


yw i o 1 on 2 } - 
éreita 8 HEeis? Shuov evdurdrarov 
<Bpotav >? anavtwy Kat didokevastartov, 
TaBious, tv” ot’ dporpov otre yaropos 
é ft ANS v GAN’ ? 4 4 
Téuver dike dpoupay, avTooTopot 
- (a) ral ” a 
, yvat pépover Biorov apBovoy Bporois. 
Stephen of Byzantium, Lewicon 7. 5 (s.v.”ABtor) on Iliad 


N 6 (ep. Scholiasts AT). Homer calls the “Axor the * most 
just of men.” 


1 #éec: Stanley. 2& > Hermann. 

3 dcxédAys : Holsten. 

4 avroomépot R, atrécmopo other mss. 

Thereafter thou shalt come unto a people of all 
mortals most just and most hospitable, even unto 
the Gabians; where nor plough nor mattock, that 
cleaves the ground, parteth the earth, but where the 
fields, self-sown, bring forth bounteous sustenance for 
mortals. 
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111 (198) 
GAN inmdens Bpwripes <tvopor UvGar 
Strabo, Geography vii. 3. 7. p. 301. 
But the well-ordered Scythians that feed on mares’ 
milk cheese 
In Iliad N 5 Homer mentions ‘Immnpodyol, who drink 


mares’ milk. 
112 (199) 


n&eus be Avydav eis dvd pByrov oTparov, 

Le ov waxns, od olda, Kat Bodpds wep av, 

iby? wérpwrar yap oe Kat Bédn Aumeiv 

2ras0: édécbar & odrw’ éx yaias Aifov 

ees, eel mAs x@pds éoTr padBakds: 

toa 8 dunyavotyrd o olKTipel maT7Hp,” 

vepeAny 8 brepoyor® vipade yoyytrwy* TéTpwV 

tmookov Oyjcer xGov’, ois emevra ob 

Bardw® Sidon’ padiws Atyoy orparov. 

Strabo, Geography iv. 1. 7. p- 1833; ll. 1-3 Dionysius of 
Halicarnassus, Harly History of Rome i. 41. 

a pel or renin Strabo, pényw Dion. B: Diels. 

o’ 6 Zeds olkrepe? watip : Cobet (olkripe? Nauck), 
brogxwy : Casaubon. 4 erpoyytaiwy nog*k*. 
cupBadrov ; Salmasius. 

Sywoet (Sywoers s*) ; ducer Dobree, Sidon Wilam. 

Thou shalt come to the dauntless host of the 
Ligurians, where, full well I know, thou shalt not be 
eager for battle, impetuous though thou art ; for it is 
ned that even thy arrows shall fail thee tlre ; ; and 
thou shalt not be able to take from the ground any 
stone, because the whole place is smooth. But the 
Father, beholding thy helplessness, shall pity thee; 
and, holding above thee a eloud, shall overshadow 
the land with a shower of round stones. Hurling 
these, thou shalt easily drive back the Ligurian host. 
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According to Strabo, Prometheus here gives directions to 
Heracles concerning the road he is to take on his journey 
from the Caucasus to the Hesperides. 

Strabo states that the place was called the Stony Plain, 
and was situated between Marseilles and the outlets of the 
Rhone, about a hundred stades distant from the sea. It is 
now identified with ‘‘ la plaine de Ja Cran ” near Arles. 


113 (200) 
aypevs 8 ’AmdAdAwy dpbov iPvvou Bédos. 
Plutarch, On Love 14. 757 x. Ascribed to this play by 
Schiitz. 
May Hunter Apollo speed my arrow straight ! 


The prayer of Heracles as he bends his bow against the 
eagle that rends Prometheus (Plutarch). 


114 (201) 
> ~ i ~ a tf 
ex8pod matpds por TodTo Pidrarov TéKvov 
Plutarch, Life of Pompey 1. 
Of his sire, mine enemy, this dearest son 


Prometheus addresses Heracles as the author of his 
deliverance (Plutarch). 


MPOMHOEYS ITYPKAEY2 


To Prometheus the Fire-Kindler has been referred 
Fragment 156; to the “ satyric Prometheus,” 169, 
170, 171, 172. 

115 (205) 
Aw Sé) weooa® Kaporjtvov paKkpot révot 
Pollux, Vocabulary 10. 64. 


1 \wddes P, Alva 52 other mss.: Dindorf. 
2 ricco: Wilam. 


And linen-lint and long bands of raw flax 
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116 (206) 
e€cvAaBod dé pu) oe mpocBadAy’* oropa 
meugue muKpa yap KovAualoes arpol*. 
Galen, Commentary on Hippocrates’ Epidemics vi, vol. 
xvii. 1. 880, 


1 rpooBdddn: Casaubon. + 
2 kot dad féns druol: Headlam. The Fragment was 
referred to the Ilvpxaeds by Conington. 


And do thou guard thee well lest a blast strike 
thy face; for it is sharp, and deadly-scorching its 
hot breaths. 


117 (207) : 

tpdyos yévewov dpa mevOnoeis ov ye. 

Plutarch, How to Profit by our Enemies 2. 86 r, Eustathius 
on Iliad 415. 7. 

Like the goat, you'll mourn for your beard, you 
will. 

Spoken, says Plutarch, by Prometheus to the satyr who 
desired to kiss and embrace fire on seeing it for the first time. 
Eustathius took rpdyos to be the nominative used for the 
vocative ; and the passage thus interpreted has been regarded 
as a proof that the satyr of the satyr-play was addressed as 
“ goat.”” The translation assumes the existence of a proverb 


about a goat that burnt his beard (Shorey in Classical 
Philology iv. (1904) 433). 


IPOMHOEYS TTYP®OPOs 


Apart from Fragment 118, the only extant refer- 
ence to Prometheus the Fire-Bearer is contained in 
the scholium on Prom, 94, where the statement is 
made that, in the Hupd¢dpos, Prometheus declared 
that he had been bound (SeSér@ac) thirty thousand | 
years (to the same effect, Hyginus, Astronomy 2. 15, 
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but without naming the play). On the assumption 
that the Ilvp¢épos preceded the Acopdrys and that 
the Titan was prophesying the duration of his 
bondage, Hartung conjectured SedjoecOar, Cobet 
deOyjoecGa, Welcker proposed to refer the utterance 
of Prometheus to the Avopevos; in Accporys 1. 774 
the hero says to Io that he shall be released by her 
descendant in the thirteenth generation. 


118 (208) 
owydv & Smov det Kai Aéywv Ta Kalpra 
Gellius, Attic Nights xiii. 19. 4. 
Both silent, when there is need, and speaking in 
season 


Cp. Seven against Thebes 619, Libation-Bearers 582, 
Furipides, Frag. 413. 


MPOTEYS 


The satyr-play of the Orestea and dealing with the 
fortunes of Menelaiis in Egypt, whither he seems to 
have been carried by the storm described in Agam. 
674. In the fourth book of the Odyssey, Menelaiis 
relates his encounter with the “ deathless Egyptian 
Proteus,” whom he compelled to disclose how he 
might find his way home from the island of Pharos. 


119 (210) 

aurouperny SvaTnvov aOXriav dadBa 

pécaxta mAcuvpa mpos mrvots* memAnyperny™ 

Athenaeus, Deipnosophists ix. 50. p. 394 a. 

1 rpoorriots A: Casaubon. 

2 rerheypevny : Schweighauser. 

A wretched piteous dove, in quest of food, dashed 
amid the winnowing-fans, its breast broken in twain 
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ZAAAMINIAI 


In Aristophanes, Frogs 1040, Aeschylus declares 
that his spirit, taking its impress from Homer, created 
many types of excellence, such as Patroclus and 
Teucer, the lion-hearted. It is highly probable that 
The Women of Salamis, the third play of the Ajax- 
trilogy, had as its theme the fortunes of Teucer, 
Ajax’ half-brother, after his return from Troy with 
Eurysaces, the son of Ajax. Tradition reports 
Teucer’s repudiation by his father Telamon, incon- 
solable at the loss of Ajax, for whose death he held 
Teucer responsible; ‘Teucer’s expulsion from his 
home; and his founding a new Salamis in Cyprus. 
The Chorus probably consisted of women of Salamis, 
who joined with their mistress Eriboea in lamenting 
the death of her son. The drama may have ended 
with the inauguration of the annual festival in honour 
of Ajax, whose virtues and unhappy fate were thus 
commemorated by his aged father. 

The play is entitled YaAcpiviat in Herodian (see 
Frag. 120), 2adopiveou in the Medicean Catalogue. 

To The Women of Salamis have been referred 
Fragments 157, 167, 196, 232, 263. 


120 (216) 
” Z a 13 Es 
el poor yevorto dapos laov' odpave. 


Herodian, On Peculiar Words ii. 942. 4 (Lentz), On Words 
of Two Quantities in Cramer, Anecdota Graeca Oxoniensia 
iti. 295. 15. Pseudo-Draco, On Metres 35. 12 (= Grammati- 
cus Hermanni) derives from Herodian. 


1 Icov Anecd. Oxon., Pscudo-Draco: toov év Herod. ii. 
942. 4 (loov év Hermann). 
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Would that I might get a mantle like unto the 
heavens ! 
Mantles and curtains were often embroidered with stars 


among many ancient peoples: Eurip. Jon 1147, Nonnus, 
Dion. xl. 578; cp. Psalm civ. 2. 


ZIZY@OX 


Licudos Sparérys, Sisyphus the Runaway, is named 
only in the Medicean Catalogue; Sicuvdos zerpo- 
kvAwotys, Sisyphus the Stone-Roller, is mentioned 
twice in grammarians; elsewhere the form of 
citation is simply Ziovdos. 

The first-named drama was satyric ; its theme, the 
escape from Hades of the crafty Corinthian king. 
According to the fabulous story told by Pherecydes 
(Frag. 78 in Miiller, Fragmenta Historicorum Grae- 
corum, i. p. 91) Sisyphus made known to Asopus that 
it was Zeus who had carried off his daughter Aegina ; 
in punishment for which offence the god sent Death 
against the babbler; but Sisyphus bound Death 
fast, so that men ceased to die, until Ares came to 
the rescue, released Death, and gave Sisyphus into 
his power. Before he died, however, Sisyphus 
directed his wife Merope to omit his funeral rites, so 
that Hades, being deprived of his customary offerings, 
was persuaded by the cunning trickster to let him 
go back to life in order to complain of his wife’s 
neglect. But, once in the upper world, he refused to 
return, and had to be fetched back by Hermes.—The 
Satyrs forming the Chorus were probably represented 
as initiates if the play was a parody of the Dionysiac- 
Orphic mysteries. (Sisyphus the Stone-Roller is one of 
the six dramas mentioned by the ancients in connexion 
with the charge of impiety brought against the poet.) 
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Liovpos werpoxvAicr}s is probably identical with 
the Licvdos Sparérys (at least Frag. 127 savours of 
a satyr-play); and the conclusion of the single 
drama may have been the famous punishment 
inflicted on the “ craftiest of men ” (ep. 4 593). 


121 (225) 
Kal vimrpa 51) xpi) Geoddpwv modav péepew. 
AeovroBapwy ob oxddyn xaAkHAaTos ; 
Pollux, Vocabulary 10. 78 (cp. 7. 40). 


And now it behooves to bring water for feet that 
bear a god. Where is the bronze-wrought tub with 
lion-base ? 


Returning to Corinth from his journey from Hades, 
Sisyphus orders a bath for his feet, that bear one more than 
mortal. Cp. Horace, Satires ii. 3. 20 


olim nam quaerere amabam, 
quo vafer ille pedes lavisset Sisyphus aere. 


122 (226) 
od 8 6 orabuobyos €d KariAupas abper. 
Pollux, Vocabulary 10. 20. 


Do thou, the master of the house, leer well and 
mark ! 


123 (227) 
dAN’ apoupatés tis €ort opivOos HO’ streppuns; 
Aelian, On Animals xii. 5. 
Nay, is it some field-mouse so monstrous large ? 


From a description of Sisyphus emerging from the earth. 
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124 (228) 


Laypet Te vov pre? Kal eaienaecit <tatpt>® 
xatperv. : 


Etymologicum Gudianum 227. 40, Cramer, Anecdota 
Graeca Oxoniensia ii. 443. 11. 
1 no Anecd. Oxon. 2< >» Hermann. 


Now {I came] to bid farewell to Zagreus and to 
his sire, the hospitaler. 


Sisyphus describes his departure from the lower world. 
Dionysus, viewed by the Orphics as the child of Zeus and 
Persephone, received the name Zagreus, the ‘‘ great hunter.” 
At times he was thus identified with Hades, at times made 
the a of the “ hospitaler of the dead ” (Suppliant Maidens 
157). 


125 (229) 
Kal <KatdPavovrwy' ictv otk ever’ ikpds*. 
Ltymologicum Gudianum 321. 58, Cramer, Anecdota 


Graeca Parisiensia iv. 35. 22. 


1 Javdvrwy + Bamberger. 

2 eloly ovk éveotiypudoes, Ta ool 8 ovK éveore Kixts 00d’ aludpprot 
prépes Et. Gud., eiow odxért iudor ra col 8 odk éore Kikus Krr. 
Anecd. Par.: loiv Nauck, odk tvecr’ ixuds Boeck, ool... 
xéxus Boeckh. 


And in the sinews of the dead there is no blood. 


126 (230) 
A 3 2 A cad 99? e i 
got rs) OUK €VEOTL KlLKUS ovd ALLOpPvTol 


GeBes. 
Etymologicum Gudianum 321. 58, Cramer, <Anecdota 
Graeca Parisiensia iv. 35. 23. 
See under Frag. 125. 
But in thee there is no vigour nor veins that flow 
with blood. 
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127 (233) 
Alrvaids éort KdvOapos Bia mover’. 
Scholiast on Aristophanes, Peace 73 (év Ziidw merpo- 
KUNT). 
1 révwv: Dindorf. 


Tis a beetle of Aetna, toiling violently. 

The ancients explained a “beetle of Aetna” either as a 
comic exaggeration (“‘as huge as Aetna”) or as referring to 
the actual size of the beetles on the mountain. Epicharmus 
mentions (Frag. 76) a report that these beetles were of vast 
size. Pearson, Class. Rev. 28 (1914) 223, sees here a jest 
due to the verbal similarity of xdv@wv “pack-ass’’ and 
xdvOapos. Cp. Sophocles frag. 162. 


LOIVE 


The Sphinz was the satyr-play of the Oedipus- 
trilogy. See Fragment 155. 


128 (235) 
TH b¢ Edvw ye orédavos,’ dpyatov orépos, 
Seopav dparos ex IIpopnbews* Adyov. 
Athenaeus, Deipnosophists xv. 16. p. 674 p. 
1 grépavov: Grotius (Avywov Weil). 2 rpopndéos A. 


For the stranger a garland, an ancient crown, the 
best of bonds, as Prometheus said. 


Athenaeus (xv. 13. p. 672 E-F) cites Menodotus of Samos to 
the effect that, after Zeus had freed Prometheus from his 
bonds and the Titan had professed himself willing to make 
a ‘voluntary and painless’ cxpiation for his theft of fire, 
Zeus ordered him to wear a garland as a symbolic punish- 
ment; and that the Carian custom of wearing garlands of 
osier was a memorial of the shackles once worn by Pro- 
metheus, the benefactor of mankind. Athenaeus himself (xv. 
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16.p. 674D) states that Aeschylus, in the Prometheus Unbound, 
distinctly says: ‘‘ In honour of Prometheus we place garlands 
on our heads as an atonement for his bonds.” 

€x Ipounbéws Adyou may signify either (1) that in 7@ de 
tévw . . . Néyou the (unknown) speaker is simply referring 
to the “‘ story of Prometheus”; or (2) that the words decuav 
dpisros were spoken by the Titan in the Prometheus Unbound 
as an indication of his satisfaction with the form of retribu- 
tion imposed on him after his release from the torture of his 
bonds. The latter explanation would dispose of the incon- 
sistency thought by Athenaeus to exist between the utterance 
of Prometheus quoted above (674 p) and Fragment 128: 
namely, that a garland, which in later times was worn as a 
symbol of the agony of Prometheus, could not have been 
praised by the sufferer himself. If the second interpretation 
is correct, the Prometheus-trilogy is earlier than 467 B.c., 
the date of the production of the Sphinz. 

The “stranger” is probably Oedipus; but the situation 
is unknown. 


129 (236) 
idiyya dvoapepiav’ mpvravw Kiva 
Aristophanes, Frogs 1287 with Scholiast. 
1 Svoapeplay : Dindorf. 


The Sphinx, the Watch-dog that presideth over 
evil days 


THAE®OZ 


According to the Cyclic epic, the Cyprian Lays, 
Telephus, king of Mysia, having been wounded by 
the lance of Achilles in the first expedition of the 
Greeks against Troy, had recourse to the Delphic 
oracle, which returned the answer 6 tpdcas kai idverau, 
“he who wounded, he shall also heal.” The drama 
may also have adopted the legend that Telephus 
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went to Argos, where, by the counsel of Clytae- 
mestra, he seized the infant Orestes, whom he 
threatened to kill unless Agamemnon persuaded 
Achilles to heal him of his wound. The Scholiast 
on Aristophanes, Acharnians 323, says that, in 
Aeschylus, Telephus, in order to secure his safety 
among the Greeks, laid hold of Orestes. Since 
it is the Telephus of Euripides that is ridiculed by 
Aristophanes, it is supposed by many scholars that 
* Aeschylus ”’ is an error for ‘“‘ Euripides ” in the state- 
ment of the Scholiast. 

See Fragment 198. 


130 (288) 


xvoior’ *“Ayadv “Atpéws modvxoipave pavbave 
jou mat. 

Aristophanes, Frogs 1270. The Scholiast on the passage 

declares that, whereas Timachidas referred the verse to the 


Telephus, Asclepiades ascribed it to the Iphigenia of 
Aeschylus. 


Most glorious of the Achaeans, wide-ruling son of 
Atreus, learn of me! 


131 (289) 
amd yap oluwos ets “Acsov depet. 


Plato, Phaedo 108 a, Clement of Alexandria, Aiscellanies 
iv. 7. p. 583; cp. Dionysius of Halicarnassus, Art of Rhetoric 
6. 5 (Reiske v. 265). 

1 6 Aloxddov Tiredos. . . awAFv oludv pyoww eis “Acdov pépew 
Pat pla yap kal } abrh olwos . .. els "Atdov pépovea Dion. 

Tal, 


For a single path leads to the house of Hades. 
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Cp. Cicero, Tusculan Disputations i. 43. 104 undique enim 
ad inferos tantundem viae est, referring the sentiment to 
Anaxagoras: mavraxdbev duola éoriv % els “Aidov xardBaots 
(Diogenes Laertius ii. 3. 11). 


TOZOTIAEZ 


Actaeon, the hunter, turned into a deer, was torn 
asunder by his dogs, who did not recognize their 
master. The common version of the legend—that 
he was thus punished by Artemis for having seen 
her bathing—seems to have been adopted by 
Aeschylus. The Chorus of “ Archer-Maidens’’ were 
nymphs, attendants of Artemis in the chase. 


132 (241) 
ve es ee ) ” ¢ /, 
ovmw tis “Axtatwr’ d&ypos juépa 
Kevov movov mAovTobyT’ émepibev és Sdpous. 







Bekker, Anecdota Graeca 351. 9; ep. Photius, Leaicon 
41. 10 (Reitzenstein) s.v. &@qpos huepa. 


Not yet has any day, without its game, sent 
Actaeon homeward empty-handed, rich in toil only. 


133 (242) 
aldol <yap> dyvais’ mapfévois yapnriwv 
A€xrpwv amreipois® BArcupdrwy pémee Bod}. 
Antigonus of Carystus, Incredible Tales 115. 


1 Gdwy rats ayvais: Bothe. 
2 réxrpwr acre wy: Heath. 3 pemiBovn: Salmasius. 


For in pure maidens, knowing not the marriage- 
bed, the glance of the eyes sinks from shame. 
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134 (243) 
yeas yuvakos ov me pay Ady préyww 
dpbaduds, iIrts dvdpos: 7] yeyevpern’ 
éyw' 5é rovtwv Guudv immoyvaove. 
Antigonus of Carystus, Incredible Tales 115; ll. 
Plutarch, On Love 21. 767 8; |. 2 Plutarch, On Poa in 


Virtue 10.81 p. In Antigonus these lines ‘follow Fragment 
133 after a short interval. 


1 éywv: Salmasius. 

The burning gaze of a young woman, such as hath 
tasted man, shall not escape me ; for I have a spirit 
keen to mark these things. 


135 (244) 
KUves Senudbvvov dvipa dSeemdrny. 
Scholiast A on Iliad I 593. F 
The dogs destroyed their master utterly. 


®IAOKTHTH2 


The story of Philoctetes, king of Malis, touched 
upon in Ihad B 721, was narrated at length in two 
Cyclic epics—the Little Ihad by Lesches and the 
Destruction of Ilium by Arctinus. On their expedi- 
tion to Troy, the Greeks abandoned Philoctetes on 
the island of Lemnos because, having been bitten in 
the foot by a poisonous snake, his screams of pain 
and the odour from his wound rendered his presence 
intolcrable. In the tenth year of the war, when the 
Greeks were despairing of victory, they learned from 
the seer Helenus that Troy could not be taken 
without the aid of Philoctetes and his bow ani 
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arrows, weapons given him by the dying Heracles, 
who had himself received them from Apollo. 
Diomedes was accordingly sent to Lemnos, and 
fetched thence the hero and his arms. 

In his fifty-second Discourse (4-10), Dion of Prusa, 
surnamed the ‘“‘ golden-mouthed,” gives a brief com- 
parison of the Philoctetes of Aeschylus, Sophocles, 
and Euripides. In the Aeschylean play, instead 
of the noble Diomedes, the “‘ shrewd and crafty ” 
Odysseus was the envoy. Unchanged in aspect and 
voice by Athena, he appeared before Philoctetes, but 
was unrecognized because the powers of the sufferer 
had been impaired by his disease, his hardships, and 
his solitary life. The Chorus consisted of men of 
Lemnos, who had left Philoctetes unvisited until 
then—a more tragic and a simpler device (savs Dion) 
than the excuse proffered by them according to 
Euripides—so that the hero could with good reason 
set forth to them, as something new, the story of 
| his desertion by the Greeks and the cause of his 
distress. Odysseus sought to cheer Philoctetes and 
to gain his confidence by a false tale—disaster had 
befallen the Greeks; Agamemnon was dead ; 
Odysseus had been put to death by reason of some 
shameful crime; and the Greeks at Troy were in 
desperate case. Dion omits to tell how Odysseus 
secured the arms—whether this was done first by 
treason (as was done by Neoptolemus in Sophocles) 
and then by persuading the hero that his bow was 
necessary to the success of the Greeks. But 
Odysseus’ deception and his pleas were seemly 
(Dion says), suited to a hero, and convincing— 
it needed no great skill or plot to contend against 
a sick man and that a simple bowman. 
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‘The drama of Aeschylus was distinguished, accord- 
ing to Dion, by simplicity, absence of complicated 
plot, and dignity ; by its antique air and its rugged 
boldness of sentiment and diction, so that it was well 
suited to express the nature of tragedy and to body 
forth the ancient manners of the heroic age. 

Aspasius on Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics 1150 
b 6 states that in Aeschylus, as in Sophocles, Philo- 
ctetes endeavoured to conceal his agony but was 
finally forced to give it utterance. 

See Fragments 163, 180, 185, 190, 191, 198. 


136 (249) 
“Umepyere worape Bovvoyot 7 emorpopat 
Aristophanes, Frogs 1383 with Scholiast. 
O Spercheus’ stream and cattle-grazing haunts ! 


137 (250) 
év0” ovre pipvew avepos ovr exidciv* €a. 
Cited as a proverb by Suidas, Lexicon s.v. &v@’ ovre, 
Plutarch, On the Tranquillity of the Mind 18. 476 x, Arist- 


aenetus, Letters i. 27, Pseudo-Diogenianus, Proverbs iv. 88, 
etc. 


1 ovr’ éxrde Suid., Pseudo-Diogen., ode wei the rest. 

Where the wind suffers neither to remain nor to 
sail forth. 

138 (251) 

Kpeudoas TO Tokov' witvos éK peAavdpvou 

Scholiast on Odyssey ~ 12, Eustathius on Odyssey 1748. 
oie 

1 xpendoaca ritov Schol. Od., xpeudcoas rotov Eust.: Bothe. 

Having hung the bow on a black pine-tree 
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139 (252) 
9 Y i} Se > Pn 
od yap Spdxwy avicev, GAN’ evadxvoev 
Sew toropdtwy éxdvaw, modds BAaByv’. 
Plutarch, On. the Impossibility of living happily by 
following Epicurus 3. 1087 Fr. 
1 haBety or Ader : Schneidewin. 
For the snake let not go its hold, but fixed in me 
its dreadful . . ., the ruin of my foot. 
Hermann would read cropwréy éxpvoww, which is supposed 
to mean “‘hard outgrowth,” “‘ outgrowth with a mouth- 
shaped cavity,” ‘“‘ sharp projection.” But we expect some- 


thing like édévrwv (Nauck) éxmrvow (Herwerden), ‘‘ venom 
spat from its teeth.” 


140 (253) 

/ 8 > 3 AL / > Bi 8 4 
payedaw’ det' pov adpKxas éoGier modes. 
Aristotle, Poetics 22. 1458 b 23. 

1 payédawa 7: Boissonade. 
The ulcer ever feeds on my foot’s flesh. 


141 (255) 
> , a b > 9 , s 
® Odvare maidv, wy pb arysdons podeiy- 
pdvos yap’ ef od Tay avnKéoTwy KaK@v 
iatpés, dAyos 6° obdev admrera vexpod. 
Stobaeus, Anthology iv. 52. 32 (Hense v. 1082). Attri- 
buted to this play by Maximus of Tyre, Dissertations 7. 5. 


1 yap om. SA. Plutarch, Consolation to Apollonius 10. 
106 p, has & Odvare radv, <rGs av suppl. Cobet> darpas pédors 
and 15. 109 F GAyos yap bvrws obdév dmreras vexpod, Theodorus 
Metochita, Miscellan. 347 & @dvare ratdy, iarpds wore. 


O death, the healer, refuse me not, but come! 
For thou alone art the mediciner of ills incurable, 
and no pain layeth hold on the dead. 
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On death as the deliverer cp. Sophocles, Philoctetes 797, 
Trachinians 1209, Oedipus Coloneus 1220, Ajax 854, Frag. 
698, Euripides, Hippolytus 1373, Heracleidae 595, Diphilus, 
Frag. 88. With 1. 3 cp. Sophocles, Oedipus Coloneus 955, 
Euripides, Alcestis 937, Women of Troy 642. 


@OINEY2 


The Phineus preceded The Perstans in the tetralogy 
produced in 472 .c. (see p. 377). 

Apollodorus, Library i. 9. 21, relates the story of 
Phineus as follows: “ Thence the Argonauts put out 
to sea and landed at Salmydessus in Thraee, where 
dwelt the seer Phineus, who had lost the sight of his 
eyes. . . . The gods also sent Harpies against him. 
These were winged female creatures, and when a 
table was spread for Phineus, they flew down from 
the sky and snatched away most of the food, but the 
little they left smelled so foul that no one could come 
near it. And when the Argonauts wished to learn 
about their voyage, he said that he would advise 
them about it if they would free him from the 
Harpies. So the Argonauts placed beside him a 
table of eatables, and the Harpies with a cry flew 
down and snatched the food. Seeing this, Zetes and 
Calais, the sons of Boreas, who were winged, drew 
their swords and chased them through the air... . 
Being freed from the Harpies, Phineus revealed their 
course to the Argonauts, and advised them eoncern- 
ing the Clashing Rocks on the sea.” 
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142 (258) 
Kal pevdddermva TroAAd papywoais yvabous* 
eppvotalov® orduatos ev mpwrn xapa’. 
Athenaeus, Deipnosophists x. 18. p. 421 F. 


1 yapyaons yvddov: Hartung. 
2 éopvotas olov A: Lobeck. % wxpwrioxapa: A: Musurus. 


And many a deceitful meal with greedy jaws did 
they snatch away amid the first delight of appetite. 


143 (258 B) 
Ee > 2 > al if 
+ + GVHOTLS 8S ovK dmootare? yoos. 
Etymologicum Genuinum s.v. dvnaoris. 


Hungry wailing standeth not aloof. 


144. (259) 
méAdutp’ éxovow edvbéras ev apBdAaus. 
Pollux, Vocabulary 7.91; cp. 2. 196. 


They wear socks in their well-fitting shoes. 


Perhaps from a description of the sons of Boreas. 


@MOPKIAEZ 


The Daughters of Phorcys was a part of the tri- 
logy containing The Net-Draggers (AccrvovAxot) and 
Polydectes. In the first of these plays, fisher folk of 
Seriphus rescued Danaé and her infant son Perseus, 
who had been placed in a chest and cast into the sea 
by her father Acrisius. In the second, Polydectes, 
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king of Seriphus, in order the better to effect his 
purpose of marrying Danaé, sent her son, now grown 
to manhood, to fetch the head of Medusa, the one 
of the three Gorgons who was mortal. In pursuit of 
this quest, Perseus encountered the three daughters 
of Phoreys, old women from their birth, who possessed 
between them a single eye and tooth, which they 
passed to each other in turn, and also the cap of Hades. 
These women, the Graeae, were sisters and guardians 
of the Gorgons, who dwelt in a eave by the ocean. On 
his return, Perseus changed Polydectes into stone 
by displaying Medusa’s head, which he had cut off 
with an adamantine sickle that he had received 
from Hephaestus. In Poetics 18. 1456 a 2, Aristotle 
regards as a distinct species of tragedy such plays 
as The Phorcides, Prometheus, and those whose scene 
was laid in the lower world. The Phorcides may be 
a satyr-drama. 


145 (261) 
. . uv 8’ és dvtpov acxyddwpos ws. 


Athenaeus, Deipnosophists ix. 65. p. 402 8, Eustathius 
on Odyssey 1872. 5. ’ 


Into the eave he rushed like a wild boar. 


Perseus enters the cave of the Gorgons. doxédwpos is 
called by the ancient grammarians a Sicilian word for cvaypos. 


®PYTEX 7 EKTOPOX AYTPA 


The scene of The Phrygians or The Ransom of 
Hector was the tent of Achilles, as in the twenty-fourth 
book of the Iliad, which the poet here dramatized. 
470 


Ppiyes} FRAGMENTS 


Hermes, the divine guide of Priam and his escort of 
Phrygians, preceded the entrance of the embassy to 
regain the body of Hector. Except at the beginning, 
and then only in few words, Achilles refused to speak 
to the god, but sat in silence, his head veiled in 
token of his grief for Patroclus. The gold brought 
as ransom was actually represented as weighed out 
in sight of the audience (Scholiast on Iliad X 351). 
To the peculiar dance-figures designed by the poet 
for the Chorus, allusion is probably made in a passage 
of a lost play of Aristophanes (Frag. 678): ‘I 
remember seeing the Phrygians, when they came in 
order to join with Priam in ransoming his dead son, 
how they often danced in many postures, now this 


way, now that.” 
See Fragments 155, 158, 180, 255, 267, 268. 


146 (263) 
aAAa vavBarnv 
popTnyov, dotis pOmov eEdyer xOoves 
Pollux, Vocabulary 7. 131. 


[Not a king,| but a traflicker by sea, one who 
takes petty wares from out a land 


147 (264) 
avnp. 8° éexeivos Hv memairepos mopwr. 


Athenaeus, Deipnosophists ii. 36. p. 51 c, Eustathius on 
Iliad 211. 16. 


But that man was gentler than mulberries are soft. 


The verse refers to Hector and was probably spoken by 
Priam. 
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148 (266) 
Kat tous Bavovras ef OéAeis’ evepyerety 
woe Pe = > 5 t ” 
elt’ obv® Kakoupyely, audidebins exer 
TO pre xaipew pate Avretoar POcrovs*. 
jpav ye pevro. Néuecis eof? daeprépa, 
kal tod Gavdvros » Aixn mpdacet KorTov. 
Stobaeus, Anthology iv. 57. 6 (Hense v. 1138). 


1 el @ékers SM, om. A. 2 6 yodv: Hermann. 
3 cal: Salmasius. 4 Bporovs: Hermann. 


And if unto the dead thou art fain to do good, or 
if thou wouldst work them ill—’tis all one, since they 
feel not or joy or grief. Nevertheless our righteous 
resentment is mightier than they, and Justice 
executeth the dead man’s wrath. 


Elsewhere Aeschylus declares that the dead possess con- 
sciousness and are wroth with those who have done them 
injury (Libation-Bearers 324, 41). Here, where Hermes has 
in mind the outrage done by Achilles to Hector’s corpse, his 
utterance is intended to console Priam and rebuke Achilles 
with the thought that, though the dead are insensible and 
cannot avenge themselves, their cause is in the divine keeping. 
It is the gods alone who have power to do that which is 
commonly ascribed to the spirits of the dead. 


149 (267) 
"Avdpaipovos yévebAov <d> Avpynaciov, 
dbev mep “Extwp® ddoxov ayayev didnv. 
Scholiast on Euripides, Andromache 1. 
1 < > Hermann. 2 rep Exrwp M, map’ &xropos GT. 


Hail, offspring of Andraemon of Lyrnessus, whence 
Hector brought his dear wife. 
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The statement of the Scholiast that Andromache is ad- 
dressed is the sole warrant for the interpretation of the action 
that supposes her to have accompanied Priam to the tent of 
Achilles. Since her father was Eétion from Hypoplacian 
Thebe according to Homer, and since Chrysa and Lyrnessus 
were both in the plain of Thebe, the Scholiast seems to have 
confused Andromache with Briseis, though he properly 
remarks on the strangeness of the name given to her father. 


VYXATOLOI 


The ancients, says Phrynichus (Bekker, Anecdota 
Graeca 73. 10), used the word yvyaywyds to denote 
one who by spells brought to life the spirits of the 
dead. The Spirit-Raisers was connected with the 
Penelope and The Bone-Gatherers, and included 
Teiresias’ prophecy to Odysseus concerning that 
hero’s death (ep. 4 100-137). In 2 134 the seer 
obscurely declares that “‘ from out the sea thine own 
death shall come ”’ (cp. Fragment 152). 


150 (273) 
¢ Px A fi i f € § ‘ 
Eppav ev mpoyovoy riopev yevos of mrepi Xipvav 
<otxoivres>. 
Aristophanes, Frogs 1266 with Scholiast. 
We, who dwell by the lake, honour Hermes as our 
ancestor. 
Hermes was born on Mt. Cyllene, not far from Lake 
Stymphalis. 
151 (274) 
Kal oxevoOnkay vavtTik@v 7° épevmiwv 
Pollux, Vocabulary 10. 10. 


Aysenals and wreckage of ships 
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152 (275) 
épwd.os’ yap viboOev mrorasevos 
6v0w oe TAYE vndVos? Kevdpacw*: 
€x Tobe’ dxavla movriov Booxjmaros 
ore. madaov Bpéypa* Kat tprxoppvés. 
Scholiast Vulg. on Odyssey \ 134. 


1 gppwoids : Herodian spelled the word é¢pwduds. 
2 by 0° ws exdntev 4 8’ vids: bv0w oe wAfger Valckenaer, 


vydtos Meursius. 
_ 3 yxerbuaow: Nauck. 4 dépua: Crusius. 

For a heron, in its flight on high, shall smite thee 
with its dung, its belly’s emptyings; a spine from 
out this beast of the sea shall rot thy head, aged and 
seant of hair. 

Spoken by Teiresias. In Sophocles’ ’Odvaceds axavbomd7E, 
which took the story from the Cyclic epie Telegonia, the hero 
was killed by his son Telegonus, who smote him with a 
spear tipped with the spike or fin of a roach. 


QPEIOYIA 


According to the legend probably followed by 
Aeschylus, Boreas, being enamoured of Oreithyia, 
daughter of Erechtheus, king of Athens, sought her 
in marriage from her father; repulsed by him, he 
laid hold of the girl by violence and carried her off 
as she was sporting by the Ilissus. She bore him two 
daughters, Chione and Cleopatra, the latter of whom 
became the wife of Phineus; and two sons, Zetes 
and Calais, who rescued Phineus from the Harpies. 
In the two extant fragments, which are cited as 
examples of pseudo-tragic diction, Boreas, enraged at 
the rejection of his suit, threatens to display his power 
in its full force. 
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153 (281) 


. Kal Kapivov axy@au pdKcotov aéAas: 

? Ya > e¢ ~ ” ’ 1 
ei yap tw éoriodyov diopae YdAov 

# . 
polay mapetpas mAcKTdvny yetpmappoov 
aTéynv Tupwow Kal KatavOpaxwoopa. 
vov 8 od Kéxpayd mw TO yevvatov pédos. 
Pseudo-Longinus, On the Sublime 3. 1 (after a lacuna of 


two leaves); cp. John of Sicily, On Hermogenes’ ‘‘ Kinds of 
Style” in Rhetores Gracci vi. 225. 


1 névov: Salmasius. 

. ». and check the oven’s soaring blaze ; for let 
me but behold some soot, the tenant of the hearth, 
weaving in a single wreath of torrent flame, I'll fire 
the roof and cinder it. But now—not yet have I 
blared my noble strain. 


154 (281 a) 


Tails dvow ctaydor 
dvodv KuK® Oddaccav*. 
John of Sicily, as under Frag. 163. 


1 kuxgd tiv Oddacoav: Sidgwick, who, reading s.ayéour 
discaiow éxpvodv éym before xuxd, adds ékeyeiv mpds otpavdy 
from Pseudo-Longinus. 


With my two jaws I blow a blast and confound the 
main. 


FRAGMENTS OF UNCERTAIN PLAYS 


Under each Fragment are added ancient or modern 
conjectures as to its source. [Fragments 23, 65, 88, 95, 113, 
130 have been transferred from this section.] 


155 (282) 

Kupeiv Tapacxwy irapais Kvow depodotrois 

Aristophanes, Frogs 1291. Ascribed to Aeschylus 
because ll. 1264-1288 contain quotations from him. 

Giving him (?) as booty to the eager hounds that 
range the air 

"Ayapéuvwy Scholiast, Méuvwr Bergk, U¢lyé Fritzsche, 
*Apyeto: Hartung, Mupycddves or Pptyes Rogers. 


The “eager hounds” are eagles or vultures. Who or 
what is their booty is unknown. 


156 (288) 
débo.xa p@pov’ Képra mupavarou pdpov. 


Aelian, On Animals xii. 8, Zenobius, Proverbs v. 79, 
Suidas, Lexicon s.v. rvpatarou udpov. 
1 uwpdv Aelian, udpov Suidas. 


Verily I do fear the stupid death of the moth. 


IIpounbeds rupxacds Bothe, Zeuérn 4 ‘Tdpopbpo. Hartung. 
mupaicrouv wépos was a proverbial expression for the brevity 
of life (Eustathius on liad 1304. 8, ete.). 
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157 (289) 
Bods rowtde wpdypatos Bewpds wy. 


Ammonius, On Words of like Form but different Meaning 
59 (Valckenaer). 


Thou criest aloud, thou who art but a spectator 
of such a deed as this. 


‘YyrtAn Valekenaer, Dadapivias Hartung. 


157 a (291) 
Opnvet Sé yoov tov dnddvov* 
Bekker, Anecdota Graeca 349. 7. 
1 dndévecov: Blomfield. 
She waileth the nightingale’s lament. 
Compare Agam. 1146. 


158 (296) 
méca yap Tpoia dédopkev’ “Exropos réxyns Svat 
Cramer, Anecdota Graeca Oxoniensia i. 119. 12. 
1 For dédopxer conjectures are déboxer, SéduKev, Sédourer. 


For all Troy hath beheld by reason of Hector’s fate 
Nypetées, or a connected play, Welcker, Spi-yes Hermann. 


159 (298) 
érovOdpule’ raidpos <ws>* veoohayys. 
Cramer, Anecdota Graeca Oxoniensia ii. 414. 13. 
1 érovOdpuse: Cramer. 2< > Cramer. 
He bellowed like a bull whose throat has just 


been cut. 


Opiooa Hartung. 
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160 (299) 
ovr ein’ dzetpos? THade THs mpoowdias. 


Cramer, Anecdota Graeca Oxoniensia iv. 315. 28. 
1 ofr: p’ Greipov: Herwerden. 


Neither am I without experience of this manner 
of address. 


161 (300) 

fe A > cal > A 1 > é 
yéevos pev aivety expabeorv’ émiorapat 
Ai@omidos ys, NetNos év0’* éarappoos*® 

f 4 a 5 Le 2: 6 
ydvost kvdivde> mvevpdtrav éxoufpia®, 
2 7 Oe nay 8 ¢ \9 
ev 87 Awos wupwrods® éxAdurpas xOovi 

t ? 410 ; es Sane 
THhKe TeTpaiay” xtova, maca 8 evbadns 
Atyurros dyvod vdjaTos mAnpoupeévn 

, t 2 + et ? 

fepéoBiov Arjpntpos avréAd\ec™ oraxuv. 


Anonymous, On the Swelling of the Nile, quoted from cod. 
Laurentianus lvi. 1 (Fr) by H. Stephanus in Appendix ad 
Aristotelis et Theophrasti scripta quaedam, and inserted in 
Parisinus C in the Epitome of the second book of Athenaeus, 
Deipnosophists (Dindorf i. 165); cp. Aristeides, Or. 48, On 
Lgypt (vol. ii. 443, 460). 


1 kat pador F, éxkabav C: Schweighauser. 


2 Oa F (évrdde C) vetros : Dindorf. 

3 érdppous F, érzdppovs C: Dindorf. 

4 yaiov : Hermann. 5 xurlvdwy FY 

6 éropBplas F. 7 évq: Hermann. 
8 rupwrds fdtos C, rupwrdv wyvos F: Hermann, 

9 exddpyar proya F. 

1 


° wrerpalnv F. 1. Gyyédhe: FF. 


Knowing full well, I can laud the race of the 
Aethiopian land, where seven-channelled Nile rolleth 
its refreshing tide, fed by abundant, wind-born rain, 
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and therein the fire-eyed sun, beaming forth upon 
the earth, melteth the snow amid the rocks ; and all 
luxuriant Egypt, filled with the sacred flood, maketh 
to spring up Demeter’s life-giving grain. 


Méyvwr Butler, Vuxooracia Welcker. 


162 (301) 
ay: AY 2 3 ~ , 
amaTns duxaias' obk amooratel Oeds. 
Anonymous in Orelli, Opuscula Graecorum veterum 
sententiosa et moralia ii. 222, Stobaeus, Anthology iii. 3. 13 


(Hense iii. 195), Scholiast on [liad B 114, Eustathius on Iliad 
188. 43, 480. 43. 


1 dyadjs Eust. 480. 33. 
From righteous deception God standeth not aloof. 


Aavatses Hermann, Alyiario Hartung, @adaporool 
Oberdick. 


163 (302) 
pevdav S€ Kaipov éo8” érov tid" Beds. 
Anonymous in Orelli (as under Frag. 162). 


1 gro. ti (Doric) so Gale’s ms. (?): érov Nauck, ting 
Orelli. 


But times there are when God honoureth the 
season for untruth. 


Aavaiées Hermann, iAoxrjrys Hartung, Sadaporool 
Wecklein. 
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164 (303) 
023 s Mi 3 A 
peynT ovv TapacmLoTTS ELot 
pene’ eyyds tn’. 
Aristeides, In Defence of the Four Statesmen 46 (vol. ii. 
379). 
2 Aristeides has ph pév oby euouye Kar’ Aloxdnov pare map- 


aomarys bar’ éyyts etn Boris wh plros TG dvdpl robrw onde TYyAG 
7a mpérovra: Butler. 


Nor companion in arms, nor neighbour, let him be 
to me ! 


"Apys Wagner, Oldtrovs Hartung, KdBepo: Bergk. 


165 (304) 

tovrov 8 endénTny émoma TMV avTOD KaK@V 
merrouiAwKe KamTodnAwoas exet 
Opacdy meTpaiov dpvw ev mavrevyig: 
és Ape ev pavevre Suamared! TTEPOV 

5  KlpKov Aemdpyou: Svo yap ody poppas paver® 
maudds Te xavrob! y78vos putds diaro- 
véas 8§ drwpas yvix’ dv EavOA® oraxus, 
aTiKTH ve adlrs apduwunoe® mréepv€. 
aet S€ pice’ taHvd* azadAayets Tomwv® 

10 dpupods epyyous Kal mdyous azrouctei”® 
Aristotle, Natural History ix. 49. p. 633 a 20; ep. Pliny, 

Natural History x. 86 (44). 


1 palvovra A, Ca, dalvovre other mss.: Nauck. 
2 SiamddAee Mss. except A® Ca T) (dca8dANe) : Gilbert. 
5 daiver A® Ca Da, 4 xabrod: Sylburg. 
tva xatagavy : Camot. 
dppwounon A® Ca, dupwvopjoet D8, dudwwpjon PEA, 
aloe. D§, uloet C8, woe? PA. 8 ray dé PE® Cs, 
® am’ dddov els rbaov (dardddov ES, domdddov P, arrahav A®; 
Heath. 10 droiklce: Salmasius. 
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This hoopoe, spectator of his own distress, hath 
Zeus bedecked in various hue and showed him forth 
a bird courageous in his full armour, tenanting the 
rocks. With the new-come spring he will ply the 
pinion of the white-feathered hawk—for he will dis- 
play two forms from a single egg, his offspring’s and 
his own—; but when the grain is threshed in early 
harvest-time, a parti-coloured wing will direct his 
course to this side or that. But ever quitting these 
haunts in loathing he will seek a new home amid 
the solitary woods and hills. 


Now generally referred, with Welcker, to the Typevs of 
Sophocles (Frag. 581 Jebb-Pearson) ; Kpfoca: Hartung. 


When Procne had served to Tereus the flesh of their son 
Itys in revenge for his violation of her sister Philomela, 
Tereus pursued them with an axe; and when the sisters 
were overtaken, the gods in pity turned Proene into a nightin- 
gale and Philomela into a swallow. ‘Tereus became a 
hoopoe, or a hawk, according to a variant version of the 
legend. The poet seems to have assimilated the two legends 
by making the young hoopoe resemble a hawk. 

Before speaking of the hoopoe’s change in colour and 
appearance, Aristotle remarks that the cuckoo changes its 
colour. ‘On the zoological side,” says D’Arcy Thompson, 
“the myth is based on the similarity of note in the hoopoe 
and cuckoo, and on the hawk-like appearance of the 
latter bird.” In]. 1 the éroy is called éxéa7ns “ spectator ” 
by word-play; and similarly Tereus was “‘ the watcher ”’ 


(rnpéw). 


166 (305) 
‘ x ‘ ‘ a an 
TO ovyyeves yap Kal dOoveiv emioraras. 
Aristotle, Rhetoric ii. 10. p. 1388 a 7 with Scholiast. 


For kinsfolk know well to envy too. 
VOL, II 91 481. 
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167 (307) 
<aKpwv >* 

opupas déxecPan KamiyaAKevew" pvdpous, 

6s dorevaxrl Odvvos ws* jreixero* 

avavoos®. 

Athenaeus, Deipnosophists vii. 66. p. 303 c. 

1 <¢ > Blaydes. 

2 Kamiyarneter yw A: Jacobs. 3 ws: Dindorf. 

4 wwixero A: Hermann. 5 ay Avdds: Musurus. 

An anvil to receive the hammer’s blows and to 
forge the red-hot ore, he, without a groan, endured 
in silence, like a tunny-fish. 

Tunnies, when netted, were killed by blows (Pers. 424). 
As fish, they are “ mute” (cp. Pers. 575). 

Zadaulvcac Hartung. 


168 ($08) 
TO akotdv dupa’ rpooBaddy Bivvou Siknv 


Athenaeus, Deipnosophists vii. 66. p. 303 c, Plutarch, 
On the Craftiness of Animals 29. 979 ©, Aelian, On Animals 


ix. 42, Scholiast on Oppian, On Fishing iy. 504, Eustathius 
on Iliad 994, 52. 


1 otros kal dvoua Athen. A (Supa C). 
Squinting his left eye, like a tunny-fish 
Kijpuxes Droysen. 

169 (309) 
ey 8€ xoipov Kai pdr’ edOndAovpevov 
rovd’ év fobotyri' KpBdvw Ofow. ri yap 
dov yévour’ av av8pi rodSe BéArepor"; 
Athenacus, Deipnosophists ix. 17. p. 375 F. 


1 yorotvr.: Dindorf. 


® gédrcoy: Burney. 
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But this pig—and a well-fatted pig it is—I will 
place within the crackling oven. For what daintier 
dish could a man get than this ? 


Kipxy E. A. J. Ahrens, Ipounfeds carvpixds Hartung. 


170 (810) 
Aevkds, TiS odyi; Kai Kadds Hdevpevos 
6 xotpos. ehov, unde AvTNOAs mupi. 


Athenaeus, Deipnosophists ix. 17. p. 375 £3 cp. Eustathius 
on Iliad, 1286. 21. 


White, of course, and rarely singed, the pig. Boil 
him and don’t be troubled by the fire. 


Kipuxes KE. A. J. Ahrens, Upoundeds carupixéds Hartung. 


171 (811) 
Bicas S€ xotpov révde Tis adris des, 
a , 9) 2 B ” \ 
4 moAAa ys’ ev Sdpovow eipyacrar Kaka 
Sovoica Kat orpédovaa® rupB’ dvw Katw 
Athenaeus, Deipnosophists ix. 17. p. 375 E. 


1 4’: Porson. 
2 rpémovea: Blaydes (cp. Hum. 651). 


But having killed yon pig from the same sow, the 
sow that had worked me much havoc in the house, 
pushing and turning everything upside down pell- 
mel] 


Kipuxes E. A. J. Ahrens, Hpoundebs oarupixés Hartung. 
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172 (312) 
at 8 én “Ardavros matdes dvopacpevar 
matpos péytotov a0Aov ovpavooreyh 
kAateoxov, évla vuxtépwr pavracpatwv 
éxovot popdas darrepor mederddes. 


Athenaeus, Deipnosophists xi. 80. p. 491 a3 ep. Scholiast 
A on /liad X 486, Kustathius on Odyssey 1713. 4. 


And they who bear the name of Atlas’ daughters 
seven oft bewailed their sire’s supremest labour of 
sustaining heaven, where as wingless Peleiades they 
have the form of phantoms of the night. 


‘TWddées Butler, Npouydeds carvpixés Hartung. 

The daughters of Atlas and Pleione, transformed by Zeus 
into the constellation of the Ileddes, were often regarded 
as doves (eAeddes) by poetic fancy and popular mythology. 
The epithet ‘‘ wingless ” is corrective, because the maidens 
are not real birds. 


173 (313) 
xAbav TE mAoKapLos, WOTE map 0évors aBpats" 
obev Karey Koupira Aadv® yvecar. 


Athenaeus, Deipnosophists xii. 37. p. 528 c; cp. Eusta- 
thius on [liad 1292. 53. 
1 japbévov aBpas Athen. C, Eust. 2 dowdy Athen. FE. 


And luxurious locks, like those of delicate maidens ; 
wherefore they approved the name Curetes for the 
folk. 


The Koupjres in question were the earliest inhabitants of 
Pleuron in Aetolia (ep. Iliad 1 529; xovpyres in T 193 are 
“youths,” «ofpo). ‘That the Greeks were hopelessly con- 
fused as to the meaning of thc name is clear from the lengthy 
discnssion in Strabo, Geography x. 3. 6-8, p. 466-467. Apart 
from other explanations, the word was derived now from 
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koupd, properly ‘clipping’ of the hair; now from xodpos 
“boy ” or xovpy “ girl” (the Homeric forms of xépos and xépn), 
and with reference either to hair or to dress. ‘The historian 
Phylarchus (third century n.c.) declares that Aeschylus here 
says that the Koupfres got their name from their luxury; and 
the Fragment certainly implies that, like girls, they wore 
their hair long (cp. Scholiast on I 529 rapa 7d mh xelpecOax 
ras xduas, Scholiast L i) érel xduas xopav efxov), But in 
Agathon’s Thyestes certain suitors say that they wore their 
hair long (kouévres) until they had been rejected by their 
lady-love, when they cut off their locks, «the witnesses of 
their luxury,” and by reason of their shorn hair (xodpipos 
plz) gained the glory of being Kovp#res. Archemachus of 
Euboea (see Strabo) had the notion that the Koupfres, before 
they removed to Aetolia, wore their hair long behind, but 
cut it short in front in order that their enemies might not 
seize them there. Strabo himself attaches no little probability 
to the opinion of those who sought to reconcile the different 
accounts of the name; for he says that the application of 
art to the hair consists in attending to its growth and xoupd, 
and that both are the peculiar care of xépa and xépo. To 
render xovpd by “hair-dressing,” ‘coiffure,” with the im- 
plication that the reference is to long hair, is opposed to the 
etymology (from xelpw ‘cut’’). Relationship between xovpd 
and kovpy, x6pn, accepted by Curtius, is altogether improbable. 


Kphooa Butler, 'HWéwvol Hartung. 


174 (314) 
wid x meee N \ a , st , 
eit obv coduorijs KaAd Traphy maiwy' yéAw 
Athenaeus, Deipnosophists xiv. 32. p. 632 c. 


* raparalwy: raphy malov Herwerden. 


Or the master of his craft was present, deftly 
striking the lyre 
Athenaeus says that cogicrjs was anciently used of 
musicians. 
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175 (815) 
~ ~ > ty ~ 
TH movobyvtt 5 ex Gedy 
> a a ~ / re 
odeiderar TéKYWLA TOO mévouv KAéos. 


Clement of Alexandria, Miscellanies iv. 7. p. 586. 


To him that toileth God oweth glory, child of his 
toil. 


Kapes 7) Evipoay Hartung. 


176 (316) 
GAN’ ort Kapot KAjs' emt yAwaon pdAak. 
Clement of Alexandria, Afiscellanies v. 5. p. 661. 
1 krels Le 
But I too have a seal, as a guard, upon my lips. 
“ My lips were lock’d upon me,’’ Beaumont and Fletcher. 
’Extyovo. Hartung. 


177 (317) 


” , ‘ A ~ 7 , 
olkot mevery xpy TOV KaA@S evoaipova. 
A \ ~ ~ 
[kai Tov KaKk@s mpdcoovra Kal rodrov pevety | 


Clement of Alexandria, Miscellanies vi. 2. p. 739; 1. 1 
Pseudo-Diogenianus Proverbs vii. 35 (without naming the 
ee with de? for xpi, attributed to Séphocles (Frag. 934 
el by Stobaeus, Anthology iii. 39. 14 (Hense 
iii. : 


He who is truly happy should bide at home [and 
he who fares ill, he teo should bide at home] 


LI. 1-2 Aavaides Hermann, 1. 1 ‘H\tddes Hartung. 

Nauck regards 1}. 2 as a tag by a comie poet: “ And he 
who fares ill? He too should bide at home.” The comic 
poets were fond of describing “‘ the truly happy man.” 
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178 (318) 
rocaita, Kijpu€, e€ euobd Sidpracor. 
Etymologicum Magnum 149. 57. 
So much, Herald, do thou set forth from me point 
by point. ‘ 


"Ixérides 1. 953 4 Burges, ’EXevolvioe Hartung, Kipuxes 
Droysen, Oadrayorooi Wecklein. 


179 (319) 
eixr’> otv doadjs OedBev paviat 
Etymologicum Genuinum sx. doarjs (tymologicum 
Magnum 151. 49 s.v. doadhs wovia). 


1 rowoadfs Oeb0ev paviao: eit’ ofv Nauck, the rest Reitzen- 
stein. 


Or reckless madness from the gods 
Neavicxo. Hartung. 
180 (322 
KamnAa mpoopépwv TExXvyUara. 
Etymologicum Magnum 490. 12, Etymologicum Gudianum 


298. 9, Cramer, Anecdota Graeca Oxoniensia ii. 456. 6, 
Suidas, Lexicon s.v. kéandos. 


Applying knavish tricks 
Ppives Welcker, Pidox7Hrns Hartung. 


181 (326) 

ds elye mwAous téacapas Cvynpdpous 

pysotow atrAwroicw <oTopwpéevas 

Eustathius on Iliad 1157. 36; cp. Pollux, Vocabulary 
10. 56, Hesychius, Lexicon i. 323. 

Who had four fillies under yoke, their nostrils 
bound with fluted muzzles. 
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Wvxocracia Butler, TAadcos Wormets Hermann, Méurwr 
Kausche. 


To produce a terrifying effect by a horse’s breathing or 
trumpeting, its bronze muzzle was pierced with holes, 
through which the sound issued, as through the pipes of a 
flute. Cp. Seven against Thebes 461 ff. 


182 (327) 
mplv av tradaypots aiparos YoupoKTdvou 
abrés ae xpavy’ Leds xatacrdgas xepotv 
Eustathius on Jliad 1183. 18. 


1 ypavac: Porson. 


Until Zeus, letting fall the drops from his hands, 


himself shall purify thee with sprinklings of the blood 
of a slain swine 


‘Télwy Pauw, IepparBides Hermann. 


183 (829) 
motepa yuvy tis Alo davycerar; 
Eustathius on Odyssey 1484. 48. 


Is it some Aethiopian dame that shall appear ? 
Méyvwy Hermann. 


184 (330) 
Acovrdxoprov' BodBadw veatperov? 
EKustathius on Odyssey 1625. 44. 
1 Neovroxdpray: L. Dindorf. * vealrepov: W. Dindorf. 
A newly caught antelope, a lion’s food 


PAadnos Mormets Hermann, Zdyrpcae artung. 
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185 (332) 
€ra, SiwKe, poy TY padKiwv Todt. 


Harpocration, Glossary of the Ten Attic Orators 198. 3. 


1 édAadly (éXadiw AQ) Kexufre: Ga Valesius, diwxe ua re 
Lobeck, 2 yvaraklwy BCN. 


Push on, pursue, in no wise faint of foot ! 


Adios Gronovius, ‘HX:ddes Gataker, PidoxrH}rys Hermann. 


186 (837) 
anrhva', tuTOdv, dpt. yuuvov doTpaxwy 


Hesychius, Lexicon s.v. dorpdxwy; cp. Photius, Lexicon 
353. 17. 


1 aariy drurdov : Salmasius. 


Wingless, tiny, but just now bare of the egg-shell 
Oidirovs Hartung. 


187 (341) 
6 xiooevs “ArodAwv, 6 Baxyxeds,) 6 pavris 
Macrobius, Saturnalia i. 18. 6. 
1 xaBias P, Baxoros B: Nauck. 
Apollo, the ivy-crowned, the reveller, the seer 


Neavicxoe Hartung, Bacodpa: Nauck. 


The ecstatic mantic art of Apollo assumes a Bacchic 
character. 


188 (342) 
ddorowa vipdn, Svoxijwy' dpav? dvak . 
Orion, Etymologicum 26. 5. 
1 dvoxeluwr: Nauck. 2 6pdv: Sturz. 
Mistress maiden, ruler of the stormy mountains 
*Héwvol Hermann, Kad\ors Hartung. 
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189 (350) 

6 8 evdareira' ras euas® edmraidias 

yoowy 7° dzretpous Kat poaxpatwvas Biov,* 

Sopmravrd 7 cima Oeodpircis cpa TuXaS 

moudy” * ennudnpnoev® evOvpav eye. 

Kaya 76 DoiBov Oeiov dipevdes orope 

prmibov elva pavreKy Bpdov TEXVN’ 

0 8° adres bpvav, adros ev Botvy? Tape, 
avros Ta0” eimev, adtos €or 6 KTAavwY 

TOV Taida TOV E[LoV. 

Plato, Republic ii. 383 8, whence Eusebius, Preparation 
for the Gospel xiii. 3. p. 647 a; ll. 5-9 Athenagoras, Apology 
21. 104; Il. 7-8 attributed to Sophocles by Phoebammon, 
On Figures, in Rhetores Graeci viii. 518; cited, without 
naming the author, by Plutarch, How a Young Man ought 
to hear Poems 2.16 £. Plato has od’ [émacvecbuefa roiro| 
Aloxtrov bray oy % Odris rdv “Amwdddw év rols abris yduous 


dbovra évoaretcOar (évéacreio0arc Euseb.) ras éds evracdlas . . . 
éuor. 


1 8 évéaretrac Hermann. 2 éuas Grotius. 
( . Blovs Plato, naxpalwvos Biou Euseb.: Stephanus 
conj. 

4 wodva F, racév’ AM, rawv D, Euseb. 

5 ¢reupiunoey MSS. 6 gy Plut. 

7 Satry Plut., yduos Phoebammon. 


He dwelt on my happiness in my ehildren, whose 
days were to be many and unaequainted with 
disease ; and, comprising all, in triumph-strain that 
cheered my soul, he praised my lot, blest of the gods. 
And so I deemed that falsehood sat not upon Phoebus’ 
lips divine, fraught with the prophet’s art. But he, 
who raised this song himself, he who himself was 
present at my marriage- -feast, he who himself spake 
thus, he it is who himself hath slain my son. 
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Woxocrasta Butler, Welcker (or from another play of the 
same group), “OrAwy «plots Ern. Schneider, @adamorool 
Wagner, Nypetdes Hartung. 


Thetis contrasts Apollo’s prophecy of her happy mother- 
hood, uttered at her tarriage to Peleus, with his deed in 
guiding the shaft of Paris that killed her son. 


190 (352) 
Odpac- mévov yap taxpov' odK exer xpdvov. 
Plutarch, How a Young Man ought to hear Poems 14. 36 3. 
1 dxpov: Burges. 
Courage! Suffering, when it climbs highest, lasts 
not long. 
Pitoxrjrys Hartung. 
191 (353) 
ws od duxalws Oavarov éxPovew Bporol, 
Gomep peyroToy pba TOV ToMaV KaKdv. 
Plutarch, Consolation to Apollonius 10. 106 c. 
Since men unjustly hate death, which is the 
greatest defence against their many ills. 
Piroxryrys Hartung. 
192 (354) 
dmomr¥oa Set Kat kabypacba oda. 


Plutarch, Of Isis and Osiris 20. 358 ©; cp. Etymologicum 
Genuinum and Etymologicum Magnum s.v. dadpyyara. 
1 76 oréua: Reiske. 


Thou needs must spit it out and make clean thy 
mouth, 


TepparBides or Adios Etymologicum Genuinum. 

Those who committed murder by treachery sought to 
purify themselves by tasting, and then spitting out, the 
blood of their victims. 
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193 (355) 
. pergoBdav* mpézrer 
SiOdpapBov dpapretv 
avyxwpov” Acovirw. 
Plutarch, On the E at Delphi 9. 389 a. 


1 metsBoav : Nauclx (Suppi.). 2 gtyxowor : ‘Tyrwhitt. 


’Tis meet that the dithyramb, his fellow-reveller, 
half song, half shout, attend on Dionysus. 


Neavioxot Hermann, "Héwvol Hartung. 


194 (356) 
AaBew yap adbréOnkrov EdBouxdy Fidos 
Plutarch, On the Cessation of Oracles 43. 43-4 a. 


For seizing a self-sharpened Euboean sword 
Oppeca: Osann. 


“* Self-sharpened ” is supposed to mean “‘ cold-forged,” 
not “‘ fire-forged ” (cp. Seven against Thebes 942). 


dprifaxrov 
“just sharpened,”’ Sidgwick (after dp: Onxrdv Blaydes) is the 
best of the many conjectures. : 


195 (357) 


€ A e 
bymAcv HPHoaca’ texTOvwv TmOvoV 
<ouveirey >. 


Plutarch, On the Restraint of Anger 4. 454 E. 


1 7Bdoaca: Heath. 2.< > Hartung, from Plutarch. 


(The flame,] come to its youthful strength, con- 
sumed the lofty labour of the carpenters. 
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196 (358) 
fovdse do. . . adrov: od yap éeyytlev 
.. . yépwv S€é ypappareds yevod cadyst 
Plutarch, Table Talk i. 8. 1. p. 625 p. 
. . . But when old show thyself a clear scribe (?) 


Lodauluwa. Hartung. 


Cited by Plutarch to illustrate his remark that old men 
can read only when a book is held at a distance. The 
mangled passage eludes satisfactory emendation: ov 6é (so 
Heath) | drw0ev eldes atrév’ od yap éyyl0er | dpav: yépwr KTA. 
Dindorf; and so E. A. J. Ahrens, but reading dp¢@s. ob 5 
é& dwémrov (cp. Sophocles, Philoctetes 446) Headlam. The 
second line seems to mean ‘‘ when old, write a large, clear 
hand,” remembering that the aged read with difficulty. 


197 (359) 
ad Tol pw épuoas,’ ov pe? Katagpbepeiv® Soxeis. 


Plutarch, On Monarchy, Democracy, Oligarchy 4. 827 c, 
Life of Demetrius 35. 

1 ye puogs 827 c, Dem. PaRV, w éguoas vulg. 

2 ot pe 827 c, Dem. PLDA?, od por Dem. AIBC, od pe 
karaléew oc Dem. cod. 1679, vulg. 

3 karatdew : xarapdpew Hartung, xcarapdepety Wecklein. 


Thou indeed didst give me life, thou dost think to 
destroy me. 


IlevGevs Anonymous reported by Stanley, Zavrpiac Stanley, 
N.68y Hartung, a satyr-play Gomperz. 

The reading of ro we guogs, ob ue karallew doxels, adopted 
by Perrin, means “‘ Thou fannest indeed my flame, methinks 
thou dost quench me too.” 

Demetrius Polioreetes quoted the verse in addressing 
Fortune. 
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198 (361) 
c€ dadvadyods Kdduvoarrdbos* Auvypod 
yépovTos 
Plutarch, That the Stoics speak greater Improbabilities 
than the Poets 2. 1057 F. 
1 Kai dduvoemddos : Diibner. 


[Changed from] a piteous old man with a stitch in 
his back and cramped by pain 


Tie gdos Schiitz, Pioxr7rys Butler, Acovdaou rpodol Hartung. 


199 (362) 
dA’ ovre TroAAG Tpadvpar’ ev orépvois AaBwv 
OvjoKker Tis, ef por) Tépua ovvrpexer Biov, 
otr &v oréyn Tis Huevos map <oria 
dhevyer TL uaAAov Tov Tempwuevov popov. 


Plutarch, Life and Poetry of Homer 157 (Wyttenbach 
v. 1196). In}. 2 Wecklein read potpa for répya. 


A man dies not for all the many wounds that pierce 
his breast, unless it be that life’s end keep pace with 
death, nor by sitting on his hearth at home doth he 
the more escape his appointed doom. 


'EXevolvioe Hartung. 


This is perhaps the nearest approach to pure fatalism in 
Greek tragedy. Cp. Demosthenes, On the Crown (18. 97)” 
wépas ev yap dracw dvOpwmroas est ro Blov Odvatos, Kav ev 
olxlaxw tis airdv xadelptas rnp, ‘for all men’s lives have a 
fixed limit in death, even though a man shut himself in 
a chamber and keep watch.” 


200 (363) 


3 Ar fe! 4 ww ~ ban 
dguyAvKerdy Tapa KoKKLEts poay. 
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Cited from Aeschylus by Aristophanes, Fragment 610 
(Pollux, Vocabulary 6. 80). 


Truly then thou shalt pick the seeds from out the 
bitter-sweet pomegranate. 


’"EXevetvioc Butler. 


201 (864) 
ABuprirfs pipnua pavdins xurdv 


Pollux, Vocabulary 7. 60; cp. Stephen of Byzantium, 
Lexicon 415. 10. 


A frock that copies the Libyrnic cloak 
*"Howvot Hartung, Oldlaous others. 


202 (865) 
av d¢ onalyrots Tpystivors bpdopacw 
Pollux, Vocabulary 7. 78. 


And thou in a well-woven robe of drill 


"Héwvol Hartung. 


tpluiros, ‘‘three-threaded,’’ having three threads in the 
warp. 


208 (366) 
dV ex peylorwy edpapads AovTypiwy 
£ Pollux, Vocabulary 7. 167, cp. 10. 46. 
But easily from baths exceeding large 


TAabxos révrios Hermann. 
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204 (369) 
éx! mpdomAdorou amépparos Ovnth yuv7 
Proclus, Commentary on Iesiod’s Works and Days 156. 
1 éx cod. Casanatensis, rod vulg. 
A mortal woman from out a seed moulded of clay 


TIpounbeds \véuevos Butler, a Ipounfeds Hermann. 


After Prometheus had stolen fire, Zeus in revenge bade 
Hephaestus fashion Pandora out of earth. 


205 (372) 
adpos 
Bopds' Bporetas éppvn Kara? oropa. 
Scholiast Ravennas on Aristophanes, Lysistrata 1257. 
1 Boppas Put., Bopis K. 2 eppunxéra: Porson. 
Troth from human food streamed over their jaws. 


PAadkos lforveeds Hartung. 


206 (373) 
dewol mr€xew Tor pnyavas Alydmruoe. 


Scholiast on Aristophanes, Clouds 1130, on Theocritus, 
Idyll xv. 48 ; and in collectors of proverbs : Zenobius iii. 37, 
Psendo-Diogenianus iv. 35, Gregory of Cyprus (cod. Leid. 


1. 88, Mosq. 2. 84), Macarius, Jtose-bed iii. 21, and other late 
writers. 


Truly at weaving wiles the Egyptians are clever. 


Aavatées Hermann, Oadaporool Oberdick. 
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207 (875) 
dpnyavov téxvya’ Kat ducéKdvrov" 
Scholiast on Euripides, Orestes 25. 
1 redxnua: Nauck. 2 Sucéxdvrov : Dindorf. 


A device, irresistible and inextricable 


In place of Xonpipa 1. 999 Wecklein, Ipwrev’s Wilamo- 
witz. 


208 (879) 
duets 5é Bwov Tovde Kal mupds céAas 
t , 1 °«2 2 3g 2 
KUKAwp mepiatyt' év Adyw T’ ameipov 
ev&acbe. 


Scholiast B on Iliad = 200, Scholiasts DE on Odyssey 
a 98. 


1 replorar’ or weptorare Schol. Od. 


Take ye your stand in a ring about yon altar and 
its gleaming fire, and with your band grouped in a 
circle offer up your prayers. 


‘Ixéredes (after 1. 232) Burges, Aavaides Hermann, IIpo- 
pndeds \véuevos Hartung, Muooi Droysen. 


209 (381) 

dmov yap isxds culvyodor Kal diKy, 
mola Evvwpis Thode’ KapTepwréepa; 
Scholiasts BLT on Iliad II 542. 

1 -Gvde: Grotius. 


For where might and justice are yoke-fellows— 
_ what pair is stronger than this ? 


| TIpopnfeds Avipevos Hartung. 
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210 (382) 
matep Odowe, Mawddwv Ceuxrnpre 


Scholiast and Tzetzes on Lycophron’s Alerandra 1247: 
ep. Harpocration, Glossary of the Ten Attic Orators 151. 5, 
Hesychius, Leaicon s.v. Ocolvia. 


Father Theoinos, thou subduer of the Maenads ! 


From a Dionysiac drama, possibly the Zdvrpiat, Butler; 
Neavicxo. Hartung. 


211 (383) 
“Hpa réAeva, Zyvos edvaia Sapap 
Scholiast on Pindar, Nemean 10. 31 (18). 
Hera, the Perfecter, wedded wife of Zeus 
Compare Humenides 214. 


212 (384) 
évaywvee Maias cat Ads ‘Epa 
Scholiast on Pindar, Pythian 2. 18 (10). 
O Hermes, lord of games, son of Maia and Zeus ! 


213 (385) 
° 1 ‘ A , ee 2 
oul TOL OTEVAY {LOL TWVY TOVWV €PElopa7za. 


Scholiast on Sophocles, Electra 286, and Scholiasts TV 
on Iliad ¥ 10. 


1 of ror Scho). J., of re, of yap, or of 5é Schol. Hl. 
2 ¢pelouara Schol. Hl., ié4uara Schol. Jl. 


Truly lamentation is a prop of suffering. 
214 (386) . 
Acpmpaicw dotpamaic. Aaprddwv abever 


Scholiast on Sophocles, Oedipus Coloneus 1047. 
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With bright flashes, the torches’ might 


"EXevatvioe Pauw, Otdlrovs Lobeck, "Id¢eyévera or ‘Iépecac 
Fritzsche. 


Aeschylus may be speaking of Eleusis, where the initiates 

bore torches. But cp. Humenides 1022. 
215 (387) 

édpr€ epwre' robe pvotixod rédovs. 

Scholiast on Sophocles, Oedipus Coloneus 1049, 

1 dows 6¢: Jacobs, Brunck. 

He was transported with longing for this mystic 
rite. 

*Edevoivio. Pauw, Béxyar (=Bacodpac) Hartung. 


216 (388) 
déorow’ “Exdrn, 
Tov Bacweiwy mpddopos’ pweAdbpwv 


Scholiast on Theocritus, Idyll ii. 36; cp. Aristeides, 
Athena 17 (vol. i. 27). 


1 xrpd50uos Theocr. (cod. Canon. 86), mpddpouos Theocr. vulg., 
Arist. 
Lady Hecate, before the portal of the royal halls 


Alytrrio Tittler, Avovdcou rpopot Hartung. 


217 (389) 
Kowov’ tux, yuaun b€ TOV KexTNLevwr. 


Stobaeus, Anthology ii. 8. 10 (Wachsmuth ii. 155), 
Menander, Single-verse Maxims 679. 

1 kawdy Stob. P. 

Fortune is for all, judgment is theirs who have 
won it for themselves. 
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218 (390) 
6 xphoy. eidw&s, oby 6 7dAN’ €idcs, copes. 
Stobaeus, Anthology iii. 3. 11 (Hense iii. 194) MA, om. S. 
Who knows things useful, not many things, is wise. 


219 (391) 
dpapraver Tou’ Kat aopot copwrepos. 
Stobaeus, Anthology iii. 3. 14 (Hense iii. 195) MA, om. S. 
Son ONG tl 
Truly even he errs that is wiser than the wise. 


220 (392) 
4 Bapd ddopn’ dvOpwros edruxdv dppwv. 
Stobaeus, Anthology iii. 4. 18 (Hense iii. 223). 
Verily a prosperous fool is a heavy load. 


221 (393) 
KatoTTpov eldous yaAKkds €oT’, 


Stobaeus, Anthology iii. 18. 12 (Hense iii. 515); ep. 
Athenaeus, Deipnosophists x. 31. p. 497 F omitting the source. 


1 égr’ Athen., éo7. Stob. 
Bronze is a mirror of the face, wine of the mind. 


1 oivos bé vod. 


'Apyé Hartung. 
222 (394) 

otK avdpos dpkot miatts,’ ad épxwy avyp. 

Stobaeus, Anthology iii. 27. 2 (Hense ili. 611), Arsenius, 
Violet-bed in Paroemiographi Graeci i. 579. 25. 

1 rloris Stob. LA, lores Stob. SM4, Ars. 

Oaths are not surety for a man, but the man for 
the oaths. 

Ileppa:Sides Hartung. 
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228 (395) 
piri 5é TH KdpvovtTe ovorev’dew Yeds.? 


Stobaeus, Anthology iii. 29. 31 (Hense iii. 630). 
1 pire? (¢sdo? first hand) dé vor Sarudrie . . . Geois M. 


God loves to help him who strives to help himself. 


From Euripides, according to Arsenius, Véiolet-bed in 
Paroemiographi Graeci ii. 712. 13. 


224 (896) 
Kaddv S€ Kal yépovTa’ pavbavew codd. 


Stobaeus, Anthology iii. 29. 24 (Hense iii. 632), Menander, 
Single-verse Maxims 297. 


1 yépovrs Men. 


"Tis seemly that even the aged learn wisdom. 


225 (897) 
m™po Ta&V ToLovTwWY xp?) Adywr SaKvew oTdpa. 


Stobaeus, Anthology iii. 34. 5 (Hense iii. 683) SM, om. A. 


Ere thou utterest words such as these, thou must 
bite thy lips. 


226 (398) 
KaKkol yap «0 mpdcoortes obK dvacyeTol. 
Stobaeus, Anthology iv. 4. 14 (Hense iv. 187). 


For successful rascals are insufferable. 
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227 (399) 
TO yap Bporevov oméepp ep muepa" ppovel, 
Kal moTov obdev p4GAAov 7) Kamvod oKtd. 


Stobaeus, Anthology iv. 34. 44 (Hense y. 838), Apostolius 
in Paroemiographi Graeci ii. 686. 3 


1 édnuépia Stob. S, Apost., prepa Stob. MA: Dindorf, 
Yor mortal kind taketh thought only for the day, 

and hath no more surety than the shadow of smoke. 
Nié8n Hartung. 


228 (400) 


~ A id > \ * ve 
ynpas yap nPns €or evolWTEpoV. 
Stobaeus, Anthology iv. 50. 7 (Hense v. 1022). 


Yor age is more Just than youth. 


229 (401) 


fons" _ Tovnpas Oavaros aipercbrepos 

TO pa yeveoBat 8° eoriv 7° weduKevat 

Kpetocov KaK@s mdoxovra.* 

Stobaeus, Anthology iv. 53. 17 (Hense vy. 1102) SA, om. 
M, Menander, Single-verse Maxims 193. 


1 Soofjs : Dindorf. 

? edropwrepos Stob., aiperwrepos Men. 
3 orl waddov 4: Grotius. 

4“ xpetooov . . . wdoxovra A, om. S. 


Death is rather to be chosen than a toilsome life ; 
and not to be born is better than to be born to misery. 


Olétrovs Hartung; Euripides, L. Dindorf. 
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230 (402) 
. af? of “Phyrov Kuxdjonerau 
Strabo, Geography vi. 6. p. 258. 
Whence it shall bear the name Rhegium 


TAadxos révrios Hermann, Ipopyfets Avéuevos Schiitz. 


At Rhegium Sicily was broken off (droppyyvuss) from 
the mainland by an earthquake. 


231 (408, 403 a, 284) 


Bodpav & tepdy Kat xepavvias ‘Pdaas 

Adpny <> “EXkny 78° Atyecpay 

Thy 7 aimewny® Cabéay® "OQdevov 

Strabo, Geography viii. 7. 5. p. 387 (ll. 2-3 in the Cozza- 


Luzzi ms.); |. 3 Stephen of Byzantium, Lexicon 707. 13; 
ep. Photius, Lexicon 492. 10. 


1< > Wilam. 

2498 alyéa pay rhy rarewh: Wilam. 

3 fabéay 7’ Paris. 

Hallowed Bura and thunder-smitten Rhypae, and 
Dyme, Helice and Aegeira and precipitous, sacred 
Olenus 


All these places are in Achaea. 


TAabdxos révrios Hartung, Kapes } Edpéan Meineke, Aavatées 
M. Schmidt. 


282 (404) 
Aiywa 8 atrn mpos vorou Keirae mvods. 
Strabo, Geography ix. 1. 9. p. 393. 
Aegina yonder lies towards the southern blasts. 


Yahaplviae Wagner. A description of the position of the 
ancient city of Salamis. 
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233 (451 G) 


> Av 

aKkp 
A zs > > a ae 8 . 
ra Kuppar Axel 
Anonymous Grammarian in Lexicon — 
Vaticanus Graecus 12) s.v. dxpjp. ; 


But as yet all the cymbals that r 
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234 (452) 


> \ , , 2 , , 1 
ov xpy A€ovtos oxdpvov ev mrodew TpEdew: 
[pddtora pev Adovra pr) °v wdAE tpédew ]* 
nv & éxtpadh tis, Tois tpdrois Urnpereiv. 
Aristophanes, Frogs 1431, Palatine Anthology x. 110, 
Suidas, Lewicon s.v. ob xpi and cxiuvos; |. 1 Macarius, 


Rose-bed vi. 71; ll. 2-3 quoted by Plutarch in reference to 
Alcibiades in his Life 16. 


1 Rejected by Dindorf. 

* Rejected by J. H. Voss (the verse is absent in Aristoph. 
Ven. ACD). 

One must not rear a lion’s whelp in the State [best 
of all not to rear a lion in the State]; but if one be 
reared to his‘full growth, we must humour his ways. 

Compare Agam. 717 ff. 

Ll. 1 and 3 Aavatées Hermann. 


285 (453) 
KaA@s reOvdvas’ KdAdov dv waddrov 7 ceadoba, 


Thomas Magister, Collection of Attic Nouns and Verbs 
238. 8. 
1 refvavac GB. 


Nobly to die were better than to save one’s life, 


‘Exra él O7n8as Thomas Magister, but ua\dov evducdrepos 
(ep. I. 673) is lacking in his citation. 
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286 (456) 
Spdoavrt ydp tou’ Kal mabey ddetderat. 


Stobaeus, Anthology i. 3. 24 (Wachsmuth i. 56), Theo- 
philus, To Autolycus ii. 37. p. 176. 


1 +. Stob. A. 
For, of a truth, the doer is-bound to suffer. 


Probably from Sophocles (Fragment 229 Jebb-Pearson), 
but ascribed to Aeschylus because of Choéph. 313. 


237 (462) 
puxds éxovres Kuudrwy év dyxnddas 
Aristophanes, Frogs 704 with Scholiast. 
With our lives in the clasp of the waves 
Archilochus 25, but ascribed to Aeschylus by Didymus. 


238 (468) 
Kuzpou Ilddou 7° éxovoa mavra KARpov 


Strabo, Geography viii. 3. 8. p. 341, Eustathius on Jliad 
305. 34. 


Possessing as their allotted share all Cyprus and 
Paphos 


Aavatées or Oakapnrédor (sic) Hartung ; from Archilochus 
according to Meineke. 
239 (464) 
xwpile Ovnrav tov Oeov Kat pH doxet 
Opovov avrois' odpxwov Kafeoravat. 
otk olo@a 8° abrdv: roré wev ws mip paiverat 
arAaros oppA,® wore 8 vdwp, moTe* yrddos- 
4 . Cf 
5 Kat Onpow adres yiverat mapempepys, 
506 


DOUBTFUL OR SPURIOUS FRAGMENTS 


Dares, a 2 Cute a a 
avénw vedeAn Te, kaoTpaT,® Bpovrh, Bpoxs. 
danperet S ait Oddacca Kai métpau 
Kat moa my) xvdaTos® ovoripara: 
tpéner 8° bpyn Kat yaia Kai meAdptos 

aa fans 2 4 9 Z 8 
Buds dcons Kwpéwr" vos peya, 
Grav? émPrdbn yopyov dupa Seordrov. 
mavra Svvara.” yap: Sega 8°" sipiorov Geod. 


Clement of Alexandria, Miscellanies v. 14. p. 727, 
Eusebius, Preparation for the Gospel xiii. 13. p. 689 8, [Justin 
Martyr,] On Monarchy 2. 130. 


1 guovov air@ or éavr@ Clem., dnov avrg or cavro Just., 
byorov cavtg 10*, cavrg suo.oy (three mss.), Guoov abrg O%, 
Eus.: Blaydes. 

2 oicba 5 Clem., olo@d4 y’ or olcfas Eus., oloOas or olcba 
& Just. > éoun Eus., dpu7j Clem., Just. 

4 wore dé Clem., Just. 

5 kal aotpamry Clem., Eus. IO. ® «kai Udaros: Sylburg. 

7 kdpéwy or kal dpéav Just., cai dpéwy Clem., Eus. 

8 érl uéya Eus. ® drav Just., érav Clem., Eus. 

10 Sivarar Clem., Just., dvva7h Eus. 

1 $éta dé Just., d6¢a Clem., Eus. 


Set God apart from mortal men, and deem not 
that he, like them, is fashioned out of flesh. Thou 
knowest him not; now he appeareth as fire, un- 
approachable in his onset, now as water, now as 
gloom; and he, even himself, is dimly seen in the 
likeness of wild beasts, of wind, of cloud, of lightning, 
thunder, and of rain. Ministers unto him are sea, 
and rocks, and every spring, and gathered floods ; 
before him tremble mountains and earth and the 
vast abyss of the sea and the lofty pinnacles of the 
mountains, whensoever the flashing eye of their lord 
looketh on them. For all power hath he; lo, 
this is the glory of the Most High God. 
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Aeschylean authorship has generally been rejected since 
Grotius. 

The Fragment was ascribed to Aeschylus in antiquily 
probably because of its lofty conception of God. 


240 (Wecklein 478) 
avép@y Tad” éoriv evdikwy® Te Kal copav, 
Kav rots Kaxotow’ py TeOvpdobar Geois. 


Plutarch, Consolation to Apollonius 29. 116 Fr, Stobaeus, 
Anthology iv. 4. 36 (Hense v. 967). 


1 740’ Stob., yap Plut. 
2 évdlxwy Stob., évapérwy Plut. 
® év rots xaxotor (or xaxloros) Plut., xdv rots dewotcr Stob. 


This is the mark of men just and wise as well— 
even in calamity not to cherish anger against the 


gods. 


. From Aeschylus (Plutarch), Mupyuidéves E. A. J. Ahrens, 
N a Burmeister; from Euripides (Stobaeus: Nauck Frag. 
1078). 


241 (Wecklein 479) 


Ajpnrep 7 Opébaca thy éunv dpeva 
elvai pe THY ody akiov pvoTnpiwn. 
Spoken by Aeschylus in Aristophanes, Frogs 886-7 (see 


Scholiast) ; 1. 1 assigned to Aeschylus in inferior mss. (not 
in Ven. or Nav.). . 


O Demeter, thou that didst nourish my soul, grant 
that I be worthy of thy Mysteries ! 


"Edevolvcoe Butler. 
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242 (Anon. 97, Wecklein 467) 
AaBav aprordvixov ev judyn Kpdros 
Athenaeus, Deipnosophists x. 85. p. 457 2. 
Having won a glorious victory in battle 
Assigned to Aeschylus by Nauck. 


243 (Anon. 208, Wecklein 468) 


ev édais' <oe>® yapdpos 
pappeev® “Ards. 


Hesychius, Lewicon s.v. éumedis. 


1 éumedhs: év wédns M. Schmidt (wédacs Wecklein). 

2< > Burges. 3 udpwev: Burges. 

May Hades, whose portion is the earth, seize and 
fetter thee ! 


Assigned to Aeschylus by Burges. 


Text and application are uncertain. Possibly Hades is 


called ‘‘Jandowner”’ to contrast his distinctive domain from 
that of Zeus and of Poseidon. 


244 (Anon. 269, Wecklein 470) 
Tiptviiov mirivbevpa,’ KukrAadmwv dos 


Hesychius, Lewicon s.v. Tiptv@tov mdivOevpa and Kuk\dirwy 
€dos. 

1 rhivOena: Musurus. 

Walled Tiryns, the Cyclopes’ seat 


Assigned to Aeschylus by Nauck. The two glosses were 
joined by Meineke. 
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245 (Anon. 295, Wecklein 471) 

Sewdv ye THv pev pviavy dAkipw obever 

andav én’ dvdpdv owpal’, ws mAnobH povov, 

avdpas & omiras moAducov rapBetv ddpu. 

Lucian, The Fly 11 (Sommerbrodt iii. 121). 

Shameful is it that the fly, with courageous might, 
should leap upon men’s bodies to glut itself with 
blood, yet men-at-arms should dread the foeman’s 
spear. 

Assigned to Aeschylus by Bergk. 


246 (Anon. 303) 
Oedbev 8€ mvéovr’ obpov dvdyen 
tAfvar Kapdrous avodvprots. 
Marcus Antoninus, Meditations 7. 51. 


When a storm bloweth, sent of the gods, we needs 
must endure it, toiling without complaint. 
Assigned to Aeschylus by Wagner. 


247 (Anon. 358) 

AAK. dvdpoxrévou yuvarkds duoyerns edpus. 
AAP. av 8° abrdéxeip ye pentpos Ho éyewvaro. 

Plutarch, [ow a Young Man ought to hear Poems 13. 
35 8, How to Profit by our Enemies 5. 88 ¥. 

atc. Thou art near akin to a woman that brought 
death upon her husband. 

apr, And thou, with thine own hand, didst slay 
the mother that bare thee. 

*Emlyovo. Wagner. Brunck and Hermann ascribed the 
verses to Sophocles’ ’Emlyovot. 


L. 1 spoken by Alemeon, son of Amphiaratis and Eriphyle, 
]. 2 by Adrastus, brother of Eriphyle. Eriphyle had been 
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bribed by Polynices with the necklace of Harmonia to 
influence Amphiaraiis against his better judgment to join 
the first expedition against Thebes, from which he knew 
that he would not return alive (cp. Seven against Thebes 
1, 587). In the second expedition the most important person 
was Alemeon, who killed his mother and went mad. 


248 (Anon. 2) 
dAdpeve Traidwv, Toiov eipnKas Adyov; 
Athenaeus, Deipnosophists xiii. 14. p. 584 p. 
Cursed boy! What word is this that thou hast 
uttered ? : 
From the ’Extyove: of Aeschylus or of Sophocles (Wagner). 


249 (Anon. 375, Wecklein 472) 
adr’ <iz’ evurvov ddvracpa poh 
xXPovias @ ‘Exdrns Ka@pov edéfw 
Plutarch, On Superstition 3. 166 a. 
But either thou art frightened of a spectre beheld in 
sleep and hast joined the revel-rout of nether Hecate 
Assigned to Aeschylus by Porson. 


250 (Anon. 405, Wecklein 473) 
y yo Nové éruxre Seorotyny Advpa 
ov yap pe Nov € a7] pas, 
od pavtw, odd tatpdv, add’ evvaropa’ 
pvyats. 
Plutarch, On Love 15. 758 3. 
1 G\AG Ovyrdv dua: Jacobs ddd’ edy}ropa (evvdropa Nauck). 
For Night brought me not forth to be the lord of 
the lyre, nor to be seer or leech, but to lull to rest 
men’s souls. 
Assigned to Aeschylus by Hermann. 
Spoken by Sleep. 
onl] 
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251 (Anon. 446, Weeklein 474) 

<6>' Zeds xareide ypdvios eis* tas dipBepas. 

Scholiast B on Iliad A 175, and cited by collectors of 
proverbs: Zenobius iv. 11, Gregory of Cyprus (cod. Leid. 
9. 19, Mosq. 3. 53), Pseudo-Diogenianus iv. 95 a. 

1 <> Valckenaer. 2 él Pseudo-Diogen. 

Zeus looked late into his book. 

Assigned to Aeschylus by Valckenaer. 


A proverb concerning the delayed punishment of the 
wicked. The ‘‘ book of Zeus” is the “‘book of life.” Cp. 
Eum. 275. : 


252 (Anon. 470) 

émeita maons “EAAddos Kat Evppdywv 

Biov dudxno’ dvra mptv mepupevov 

Onpol @ dpoiov. mpa@ra pev Tov mavaopov 

apiOuov nupnk’ é€oyov coftoparwv. 

Stobaeus, Anthology i., proem. 1 a (Wachsmuth 1. 15): 
cp. Plato, Republic vii. 522 pv. 

1 eipnx’: Nauck. 

Thereafter I ordered the life of all Hellas and of 
the allies, the life aforetime confused and like to 
that of wild beasts. First I invented number, all- 
wise, chiefest of scienees. 


Ilahapyjdns Wachsmuth. Cp. rag. 96, from that play. 


253 (Anon. 493, Weeklein 475) 

opa Aixn o° dvavdos ody dpwpevy 

evoorvTa Kai oretyovra Kat KaOnevov. 

eis 8 dmadet Sdxpuov, aGAdAoP” Borepov. 

Stobaeus, Anthology i. 3. 28 (Wachsmuth i. 57), Theo- 
philus, To Autolycus ii. 37. p. 178. 

dpas Sixnv dvavdov (Theoph., Stob. P?, dvavéov I, &vaBdov 
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P1) ox dpwuévny etdovrt kal orelxovTt Kal Kadnuéry (o7rlxovre 
xaOnuévw Theoph.): é&qs 6° drnde? (€&9s dragfec Theoph.) déxpcov 
6byu10v Theoph.) Ado 5 (d¢ Theoph.) terepov; Herwerden 
ie Nauck, &\o@’ Grotius). 

Justice, voiceless, unseen, seeth thee when thou 
sleepest and when thou goest forth and when thou, 
liest down. Continually doth she attend thee, now 
aslant thy course, now at a later time, 


Assigned to Aeschylus by Hermann. 


254 (Anon. 506, Wecklein 476) 
ndvrav tUparvos 4 TUX ’oTL T&V Oedy, 
7a, 8 GAA" dydpara rabra mpooKetrat pearny: 
povn Scorxet” yotv® dravb’ #4 Botderat. 
Stobaeus, Anthology i. 6. 16 (Wachsmuth i. 87). 


t @dda FP. 2 Soixeiv: Jernstedt, 
3 ofy: Nauck. 4 dravra: Jernstedt. 


Sovereign of all the gods is Fortune, and these 
other names are given her in vain; for she alone 
disposeth all things as she wills. 


Assigned to Aeschylus by Wachsmuth. 
Some “other names” of Tyche are mpaxrapios Suppliant 


Maidens 523, cwrip Agam. 664, % 0 didotca Sophocles, Oedipus 
Tyrannus 1080. 


255 (Anon. 519) 
3 A ig ‘ , La ~ 
od xpy 7ddwKn Tov Tpdrov Nav dopeiv. 
Stobaeus, Anthology iii. 4. 16 (Hense iii, 223). 


One must not have a manner too swift-paced. 


Assigned to Ppi-yes # “Exzopos \vtpa by Hermann, who 
made Priam speak this verse, followed (as in Stobaeus) by 
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oparels yap ovdels et BeBovrciabat donet 


(‘‘ For none who hath been overthrown deems that he has 
been counselled well ”’) ; 


and let Priam, after two verses by Achilles, continue his 
reproach with the lines : 


76 5 wkd rovro Kal 7d Narynpdv ppevav 
els cupgopay Kabjxe moArda 6% Bporots. 


(‘ For this hastiness and lightness of mind hath oft brought 
mortals to misery ’’), 


Nauck ascribed o@adels yap x7h. to Chasiemal (Frag. 26), 
the two verses to Euripides (Frag. 1032). 


256 (Anon. 238, Wecklein 480) 


ws otvoTAqyes <Kal>!' welvarades yapov 


Hesychius, Lexicon s.v. weOvarddes. 
1 << > Salmasius. 


Like maids, wine-stricken and drunk with love 
Avxodpyea Hermann, Neavioxo: Hartung. 


257 (Anon. 261, Wecklein 481) 
<votis>' mpocaupilovoa xepoaia fTrpoxn 
Hesychius, Lexicon s.v. mpocaupl{ovea, 

1 < > Salmasius. 


Moisture meeting a current from dry land (?) 
Assigned to Aeschylus by Dindorf. 


258 (Anon. 260, Wecklein 482) 
; 1 : : 
. mpocabpilovaa' mépumysov pAdcya 
Hesychius, Lexicon s.v. mpocaOepltouca. 
1 rpocabepifvovca : Alberti. 


Raising to the skies the missive flame 


Intruded into Agam. 301 by Dindorf, 
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259 (483 Wecklein) 
dacovea 8° e&éhapibev dorpamis Sleny.t 
Aelian, Historical Miscellanies xiii. 1. 


1 borep dornp Sigrrovoa éééhayrev (of Atalante) dorparjs 
Sixnv ; Cobet. 


Shooting upward, [the flame] flashed forth like 
lightning. 


Placed after Agam. 301 by Meineke, after 1. 307 by 
Wecklein. 


260 (485 Wecklein) 
opyns paraias etoiy aitiot Adyo.. 
Stobaeus, Anthology iii. 20. 13 (Hense iii. 541). 
Words do provoke to senseless wrath. 


A corruption or variation of Prom. 380. 


261 (487 Wecklein) 
<70>' perapBopeov <dé> Kataryiler® 
meta Biatoy Kal dpixddes. 
Strabo, Geography iv. 1. 7. p. 182. 
Ie Conary. 
2 wedap Popov karavylfer: Teuffel (-Sdpeov Sidgwick). 


The black North, a blast violent and chilling, 
descends in a tempest. 
TIpoun@eis Avéuevos Teuffel. 


Probably from a description of the A@aées, the Stony 
Plain ; cp. Frag. 112. 
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262 (488 Wecklein) 
AddAnbev ot6& Tavdd py? dv" od vouberets: 
yudpnv & éxovrd pw 4 dvots Braterar. 
Clement of Alexandria, Miscellanies ii. 15. p. 462; 1. 2 
cited, without the poet’s name, by Plutarch, On Jforal 


Virtue 6. 446 a, Stobaeus, Anthology ii. 7. 10%? (Wachsmuth 
ii. 89). 


1 NérAnOe Gé me ovdev THvde dv L, NéAnOe SE pw odOer ae 
V: Sylburg. 

Naught escapes me whereof thou admonishest 
me ; yet, for all my resolve, Nature constrains me. 


Adios Gataker, Euripides’ Xpvourmos Valekenaer. 


263 (Anon. 569, Wecklein 489) 
Tedxpos 5€ ré€ou xpapevos pevdwAta 
vmep Tappov mydadvras eornoer' Dpdyas. 
Trypho, On Tropes in Rhetores Graeci viii. 738, who says 
that gedwMla (which generally means “sparing”’) is here 
used in the sense of dxplBea, “accuracy”; cp. Gregory of 


Corinth, Tropes viii. 767, Moschopulus, Opuscula Gram- 
matica 76. 


1 fornoe: Nauck. 


Teucer, plying his bow with sure aim, stayed the 
Phrygians as they would overleap the foss. 


Zahapivea Hermann, Mupyddves Anon. in Weleker ; Sopho- 


ba a Blomfield. From a description of the battle in 
© 266 ff. 


264 (Anon. 110) 
ouK iv dp’ oddev mip’ édevbepav' Sdxvov 


hs e é > ‘4 e > - 
puxnv duoiws dvbpes ds arysta. 
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? , i n 219 
ovtws mémovla Kai pe ovpdopds aet 
Babeta xnris éx Brody avacrpéeder 
Avoons mKpois Kévtporow peOiapévov. 


Clement of Alexandria, Miscellanies ii. 15. p. 4623 
Il. 1-2 Letronne, Les Papyres grecs p. 96. 


1 éevdépov: Clem. 2 cuugopotca: Siivern. 

So then ‘tis true—no misery gnaws a free man’s 
soul like dishonour. Thus do I suffer, and the deep 
stain of my calamity ever stirs me from the depths, 
agitated as I am by the piercing goads of frenzy. 


Opyeca: Stivern. , 
Spoken by Ajax before his suicide (Clement). 


265 (486 Wecklein) 
aArov aAdAn mpos méAcu TeTaypEvov 
Plato, Republic viii. 550 c. 
‘Another man stationed against another State 


Quoted by Plato as from Aeschylus, but probably a 
playful allusion to Seven against Thebes (cp. ll. 451, 570). 
From a lost play, Herwerden. 


266 
BeBAnk’ ?AxiAdeds S00 KUBw Kai téocapa. 
Aristophanes, Frogs 1400. 
Achilles has thrown two aces and a four. 


Of unknown source (Aristarchus), Mupuddves (a_ late 
Scholiast). Now generally assigned to Euripides (Frag. 
888), whose Telephus is said, on poor authority, to have 
represented the heroes as dicing. Dionysus, who quotes the 
yerse in Aristophanes, implies that the verse is as bad as the 
throw. Three dice were used, the highest cast being a triple 
six (Agam. 33). 
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267 (Anon. 560) 
xywpis ta Muodv cai Dpvydv cpiopara. 


Strabo, Geography xii. 8. 2. p. 572, and in collectors of 
proverbs: Gregory of Cyprus iii. 99, Macarius, Rose-bed 
viii. 83, and other late writers. 


{It is hard to mark] the boundaries bets een the 
Mysians and the Phrygians. 
Assigned to Aeschylus by Hermann. 


268 (Anon. 162) 
Kiicé 6¢ yapa kat Lvpwv emorpopat 
Eustathius on Odyssey 1484, 49. 
The Cilician country and the haunts of the Syrians 


Hpiyes Bergk (émcorpogpai occurred in this play according 
to Hesychius, Lewicon s.v.). 


267 may have been followed immediately by Frag. 
268 3 (Nauek). sii 
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269 (492 Wecklein) 
Tuponvar’ yeveav, dappaxotroiy €Ovos 


Theophrastus, History of Plants ix. 15; cp. Pliny, 
Natural History xxv. 11 (5). 

1 Tuppnvoy: Bergk. 

The race of the Tyrrhenes, a nation that maketh 
drugs. 


270 (493 Wecklein) 
Bp.8ds omAuromaAas, datos avrumaAous 


Plutarch, Concerning the Fortune or Virtue of Aleaander 
the Great ii. 2. p. 334 pv, cp. Table Talk ii. 5. 2. p. 640 a; 
and, without naming the poet, Concerning the Fortune of 
the Romans 3. 317 ©, Comparison of Cicero and Demosthenes 
2, Eustathius on Iliad 513. 33. 


[A warrior,] sturdy, heavy-armed, terrific to the foe 
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271 (494 Wecklein) 
Eis ézépovs mpopaxous Oeacaddrv. 
kuaven Kal Tovade pevéyyeas’ wAecev dvOpas 
potpa, moAvppnvov matpida pvopevous. 
Caov 5€ POipevwy wéAeTar KA€os, Ot TOTE yuLoLS 
tAjpoves "Ocoaiay dudi€cavto Kv. 


Palatine Anthology vii. 255. 
1 peveyxéas P PI¥, peréyxeas PIM, 


On other Thessalian champions. 


Dark Fate likewise laid low these valiant spearmen 
defending their fatherland, rich in sheep. But living 


is the glory of the dead who of old, steadfast in battle, 
clothed themselves in Ossa’s dust. 


272 (495 Wecklein) 


Aiaxdarov Eddopiwvos ’A@yvaiov' 768 Kevbert 
o , a 2 , 3 
Lvija Katadpbipevov trupoddpovo* Tédas: 
aAcny 8 edddxysov Mapabebviov dAcos* av etrou® 
kai Babuxartnes® MASos" emordpevos.® 
Life of Aeschylus in the Medicean and many other Mss., 
U. ple Plutarch, Of Banishment 13. 604 ¥, Eustratius on 
Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics iii. 2, p. 11lla3 IL 3-4 


Athenacus, Deipnosophists xiv. 23. p- 627 c. 
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1 G@nvaiwy M, d@nvaiov rece. Plut. Eustr. 

* rupopépoo Plut.: tapapépoio M1P Flor. 28, 25: mapa- 
pspos Flor. 31. 8 R: rupaddpovo M2VK: wrupopdpov Pal. 139: 
mupopépov Lips. 1, Mon. 486, Fustr. (who has réde cfjua xevOer 
arophivduevor). 

$ yé\as Plut., rétas MQP Paris. 2785, 2786 and very 
Many other rece.: cé\as VBK?R Ottob. 210, Pal. 139, 
Flor. add. 98, ete. 

* @\Nos MPyp. Paris. 2785, Ottob. 346, Pal. 199: &Acos 
M, Athen. 

5 ety Athen., Flor. 31. 8, 91. 5. Flor. Add. 7, etc. 

® Babuxairains (M+: -yes M? then erasure of six letters), 
Babuxairelns Flor. 28. 25, Flor. add. 98, Vat. 57 R., Badv- 
xatral xev Athen. (-xera:xer A). 

7 uAdo Athen., dju0s Baroc. 231. 

8 émorduevoc Athen., Paris. 3521, émiuréuevov G. 


This tomb hideth the dust of Aeschylus, an 
Athenian, Euphorion’s son, who died in wheat- 
bearing Gela; his glorious valour the precinct of 
Marathon may proclaim, and the long-haired Medes, 
who knew it well. 

Athenaeus and Pausanias (i. 14. 5) state that the epigram 
was written by Aeschylus himself. The Life states that it 
was inscribed by the Geloans on the public tomb in which 
he was buried with splendid honours at the cost of their 
city. 
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[A.=Agamemnon; Ch.=Choéphoroe; EH,.=Eumenides; P.= Persians; 
Pr.= Prometheus; S.=Suppliant Maidens; Th.=Seven against Thebes; 


Fr. = Fragment. 
of its inhabitants. } 


ACHAEA A. 108, 185, 189, 269, 320, 
588, 624, 649, 660; P. 488; Th. 
28, 324; Fr. 130 

Acheloan cities, P, 869 

Acheron A. 1160; Th. 856 

Achilles Fr. 59, 60, 266 

Actaeon Fr. 182 

Actor Th. 555 

Adenes P. 312 

Adrastea Pr, 936; Fr. 79 

Adria Fr. 85 

Aegean sea A. 659 

Aegeira Fr. 231 

Aegens FE. 683 

Aegina Fr. 282 

Aegiplanctna, A. 803 

Aegisthus A. 1436, 1612; Ch. 111, 
134, 482, 570, 656, 734, 877, 893, 
989, 1011 

Aegyptus Fr. 161. 

Aeschylus Fr, 272 

Aethiopia, S. 286; Fr. 105, 161, 188 

Aethiopa, a mythical river, Pr. 809 

Aetna Pr. 867; Fr.127; The Women 
of Aetna, p. 881 

Agamemnon A. 26, 42, 523, 1246, 
1314, 1404, 1499; Ch. 861, 9875 
E, 456 

Agbatana P. 16, 535, 961 

Agdabatas P, 959 

Aldoneus P, 649, 650 

Aisa Ch, 647 

Alachyne Th. 409 

Ajax, jaland of (Salamis), P. 807, 
868, 596 

Alemene A. 1040 

Alexander (Paris) A, 61, 863 

Amazons F. 628,685; Pr. 723; S. 287 
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The name of a country commonly includes references to that 


Amistres P. 21 

Amiatris P. 320 

Amphiaraiis Th, 569 

Amphion, son of Zeus and Autiope, 
husband of Niobe, Th, 528; Fr. 81 

Amphistreus P. 320 

Amymone p. 382 

Anchares P. 994 

Andraemon Fr. 149 

Andros P. 8&6 

Anticleia Fr. 90 

Antigone Th. 862 

Antilochus Fr, 62 

Aphrodite A. 419; S. 555, 664, 104 

Apia, an older name of the Pelo- 
ponnesus, A. 256; S, 117=128, 
260, 777 

Apis, a mythical person of .early 
Peloponnesian history, son of 
Apollo, $. 262, 269 

Apollo A. 55, 513, 1078, 1077, 1080, 
1085, 1202, 1257, 1269; Ch. 559, 
1057; E. 85, 198, 299, 574, 610; 
S. 2143 Th. 159, 745, 859; Fr. 118, 
187 (Apollo-Dionysus); ‘*Com- 
mander of Sevens” Th. s01; 
Lycean A. 1257, S. 686, Th. 145, 
See Loxias, Phoebus. 

Ara, Arae, curse (sometimes per- 
sonified) A. 809; H. 417; Th. 70, 
695, 838, 894, 952 

Arabia (?) Pr. 420 

Arabua P, 318 

Arachnaeus A, 309 

Arcadian 7h. 547, 553 

Arcteus P. 44, 312 

Ares A. 48, 78, 487, 642, 1235, 1511 
Ch, 162, 462, 938° E. 355, 689, 862 
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918; P. 86, 952; Pr. 861; S. 636, 
665, 702, 749, 935; Th. 45, 53, 64, 
105, 115, 185, 244, 344, 412, “414, 
469, 497, 948 5 hill of BE 685, 690; 
7. "87. 7, 50. 16, 51 

Argestes B, 308 

Argive A. 45, 198, 267, 508, 506, 573, 
577, 652, 824, 855, 1393, 1683, 1665 ; 
Ch. 1041, 1046; 'E. 290, 458, 757; 
S. 269, 274, 278, 290, 299, 605, 621, 
739, 980; Th. ‘59, 120, ‘679; Fr. 
84. See *argos 

Argives, p, 388 

Argo Fr. 8 

Argo, p. 385 

Argolice S. 236 

Argos A. 24, 810; Ch. 676, 680; Z. 
654; Pr, 854, 869; S.15; Th. 54s, 
573. See Argives 

Argus Pr. 567, 678; S..305 

Arian Ch. 423 

Arimaspi, a Scythian people, Pr. 
805 

Ariomardus P. 38, 821, 968 

Arsaces P, 995 

Arsames P, 37, 308 

‘Artabes P, 318 

Artaphrenes P, 21, 776, [778] 

Artembares P. 29, 302, "972 

Artemis 4, 135, 202; is 1030; Th. 
154, 450; Fr. 48: ‘Artemis Hecate 
S. 676, ep. Fr, 87 

Asia P. 12, 57, 61, 73, 249, 270, 549, 
584, 763, 929; Pr. 412, 735; Ss. 
547; Fr. 106 

Asopus 4. 297; P. 805 

Astacus Th. 407 

Astaspes P. 22 

Ate A. 770, 1230, 1433; 
1007; Th. "954 

Athamas P. 70. See Helle 

Athamas p. 380 

Athena E, 285, 288, 299, 443, 614, 
892; Th. 487, See Onea, Pallas 

Athenians P, 355 

Athens P. 281,! 285, 348, 474, 716, 
824, 976; Fr, 18 (in Euboea), 273 

Athos A, 385 

Atlas Pr. 350, 428; Fr, 172 

Atossa, wife of Darius, and mother 
of Xerxes 

Atreidae A, 3, 44, 128, 204, 310, 400, 
451, 1088; ch. 329, 407 

Atreides A. 530, 1371 


P, 112, 





Atreus 4. 60, 784, 1502, 1583, 1591; 
Ch, 745; Fr. 180 

Attic B, 681 

Aulis A. 191 

Axius P. 498 


Basy on P. 52 

Bacchae Z, 25 

Bacchae p. 385 

Bactria P. 306, 318, 732 

Bassarae p. 386 

Batanochus P. 981 

Belus §, 319 

Berecynthian Fr. 79 

Bia Pr. 12 

Bibline mountains Pr. 811 

Boeotians P. 482, 806 

Bolbe, a lake in Macedonia, P. 494 

Boreas Fr. 109. See on Oreithyia 
p. 474 

Borrean gate of Thebes,‘Th. 527 

Bosporus P. 723, 746; Pr. 738 

Bromius £, 24 

Bura Fr, 231 


CABiRi p. 412 

Cadmus (Cadmeans) Th. 1, 9, 39, 
47, 74, 120, 136, 303, 531, 543, 679, 
823, 1012, 1021, 1081, 1082 

Caicus Fr. 'e7, 68 

Calchas A. 156, 249 1. 

Canobus, a town situated (in classi- 
cal une) near Alexandria Pr, 
846; 8. 311 

Capaneus Th. 428, 440; Fr. 7 

Carians or Europe p. 44 

Cassandra A, 1085 

Caucasus Pr, 422, 719; Fr. 107. 28 

Cegdadatas P, 997 

Cenean promontory Fr. 17 

Cerchnea, a spring near Lerna in 
Argolis, Pr. 676 

Cercyces p, 419 

Cercyon p, 418 

Chaleis 4. 190 

Chalybes, workers iniron, dwelling 
near the east coast of the Enxine, 
Pr, (1b; Th. 728 

Chios P. 833 

Chrysa, a city of Asia Minor, P. 314 

Chryseis 4. 1439 

Chthon #. 6; Pr, 207. See Gaia 

Cilicia P, 827; Pr. 353; S551; Fr. 
268 
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Cilissa Ch. 732 

Cissia, a district of Suslana In which 
the city of Susa was situated, 
Ch, 428; BP. 17, 120 

Cisthene Pr, 793 

Cithaeron A, 298 

Clytaemestea (so written in the 
Mss., not -mnestra) dA. 84, 258, 
585; Ch. 882; EH. 116 

Cocytus A. 1160; Th. 690 

Colechla Pr, 415 

Corycian cave E. 22 

Cotyto Fr. 27.1 

Cranaiis EZ, 1011 

Cratos Ch, 244; Pr. 12 

Creon Th. 474 

Cretan Ch. 616; Fr. 102 

Cretan Women p. 419 

Cronus FE. 641; Pr, 187, 203, 222, 
577; Fr. 107.5 

Curetes Fr. 173 

Curse personified, see Ara 

Cychrea, a name of the island of 
Salamis, P. 570 

Cyclopes Fr. 244 

Cypris F. 215; S. 1084; Th. 140 

Cyprus P. 892; S. 282; Fr. 238 

Cyrus P. 768, 773 

Cytherea S, 1032 


Dapaces P. 364 

Danaans A. 66, 149, 1466; Fr. 59 

Danaids p, 393 

Danaiis S. 11, 321, 969, 979 

Darian P. 651, 663 

Darius P, 6, 156, 164, 554, 713, ete. 

Daulian (h, 674 

Delos £. 9 

Delphua F, 16 

Demeter Fr. 25, 161, 241 

Disexls P. 995 

Dike A. 250, 883, 772, 1482; Ch. 
148, 244, 811, 461, 641, 646, 949; 
#. 511, S. 708; Th. 415, 646, 662, 
O07, O71; Fr. 148, 253 

Dion Fr. 18 

Dionysus Fr, 193 

Dirce, a streain close to Thebes on 
the west, Th. 273, 807 

Dodona Pr, 658, 830; S. 258 

Dorian P. 183, 817 

Doris P, 486 

Dotamaa P, 95% 

Dyme Fr, 231 
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Earru, see Gala 

Edonians P. 495 

Edonians p. 808 

Egypt P. 35, 311; $. 873; Pr. 206; 
see Aegyptus 

Electra Ch. 16, 252 

Electran gate of Thebes Th. 423 

Eleusinians p. 396 

Enyo Th. 45 

Epaphus Pr, 851; S. 48, 315, 589 

Epigoni p. 396 ‘ 

Erasinus, a river of Argolis, S. 1620 

Erechtheus E. 855 c 

Erinys, Erinyes A. 59, 463, 645, 
749, 991, 1119, 1190, 1433, 1580; 
Ch, 283, 402, 577; H, 381, 344, 
512, 951; Pr, 516; Th. 70, 574, 
ee 728, 791, 867, 887, 979=993, 
1061 

Eteocles Th. 6, 39, 1013 

Eteoclus Th. 458 

Etruscan LZ. 567; Fr. 269 

Euboea Fr, 17, 194 

Euphorion Fr, 272 

Euripus A. 292 

Europe P. 799; Fr. 106 

Europe or Carians p. 414 

Eurymachus Fr. 94 

Eye of the Persians P. 979 


Fares, see Moerae 
Furies, see Erinyes 


Gaptans Fr, 110 

Gaia, Ge Ch. 148, 399, 489; E. 2; 
P, 220, 528, 629, 640; Pr. 90, 212; 
S. 805, 890; Th.16,69. See Chthon 

Gela Fr, 272 

Geryon A, 870, Fr. 37. See p. 38S 

Glaucus Pontios p. 388 

Glaucus Potnieus p, 391 

Gorgons Ch. 1048; £. 48; Pr. 793,799 

Gorgopis A. 862 

Gry pes, a fabulous, blrd-like species 
of animal, Pr. 804 


Hapes A. 667, 1115, 1235, 1291, 
1598; HE. 2783 We S023) sete gs 
238, 433, 1029; S, 298, 416, 791: 
Th. 822, 868; #r. 181, 248 

Halys, the chief river of Asia Minor 
and forming the boundary be- 
tween the Lydlanand the Persian 
emplre, P. 865 
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Harmonia, daughter of Aphrodite, 
S. 1041 

Hecate Fr. 216, 249. See Artemis 

Hector Fr. 149, 158 

Hector's Ransom or The Phrygians 
p. 470 

Helen A. 687, 800, 1455, 1464 

Heliades p. 492 

Helice Fr, 231 

Helios A, 633; Ch. 986; P. 232; 
Fr. 105 

Hellas 4. 109, 578; P. 2, 186, 234, 
271, 758, 796, 809, 824; S, 287, 
243; Fr. 50.17, 252 

Helle, daughter of Athamas (P. 70) 
and Nephele, an immortal. When 
she and her brother Phrixus were 
persecuted by their stepmother, 
Ino, Nepheleappeared and carried 
off her children on a golden ram, 
but Helle, falling into the sea, 
was drowned; whence it was 
called Hellespont 

Hellene, Hellenic A, 429, 1254; E, 
31, 756, 920; P. 334, 388, 362, 409, 
etc. §. 220,914; Th. 269 

Hellespont P. 745, ep. 875 

Hephaestus A. 281; H. 13; Pr. 3, 
369, 619; Fr. 33. 8, 107.6 

Hera Pr. 592, 704, 900; S. 291, 
586, 1035; Th. 152; Fr. 263 
Hera, ‘‘the Fulfiller,” 2. 214, 
Fr. 211 

Heracleidae p. 404 

Heracles, references to d. 1040; 
Pr. 8725 Fr. 109-116 - 

Hermaean crag A, 283 

Hermes A. 515; Ch. 1, 124a, 622, 
oie, ie 6295) Pr. 1086; 
S. 305; Th. 508; Fr. 150, 212 

Hesione, daughter of Oceanus, Pr. 
559 : 

Himeras Fr. 19 

Hippomedon Th, 488 

Homoloid gate of Thebes Th. 570 

Hybristes Pr. 717 

Hyperbius Th. 504, 512, 519 

Hystaechmas P. 972 


Icarus P, 890 

Ida A. 281, 283, 311, 564; Fr. 79, 88 

‘Tépecar p. 408 

Tiium A, 29, 406, 440, 453, 457, 589, 
626, 699, 737, 814, 860, 882, 907, 


965, 1227, 1287, 1489; Ch. 345; FB. 
45 


Imaeus P. 31 

Inachus, the most ancient hero or 
god of Argos, father of Io, Ch. 6; 
Pr, 590, 663, 705; S. 497; Fr. 84 

lo Pr. 635, 788, 815; S. 292, 535, 
573, 1064 

lonian, lonians P. 178, 563, 771, 
899, 950, 951, 1011, 1025 

Ionian sea Pr. 840 

Iphigenia A. 1526, 1555 

Iphigenia p. 411 

Ismene Th. 862 

ismenus, a stream close to Thebes 
on the east, Th. 273, 378 

Ister Fr. 76 

Isthmiastae or Theorot p. 406 

Itys 4. 1144 

Ixion FE. 441, 718 

Ixion p. 409 


Keres, vengeful spirits of the 
dead, Th. 1061 


Lalus Th. 691, 745, 802, 842 

Lasthenes Th. 620 

Leda A. 914 

Lemnos A. 284; P, 890; the 
‘*Lemnian horror” Ch. 631, 634 

Leon p. 420 

Lerna, a marshy district near the 
sea, on the south-west of the 
Argolic Plain, Pr. 652, 677 

Lesbos P, 882; Lesbian moulding 
#ro39 

Leto FE. 323, Th. 147, Fr. 87 

Libya E. 292; S. 279, 316; Libyan 
fables Fr. 63 

Libyrnia Fr. 201 

Lichas Fr. 17 

Ligurians Fr. 112, 1, 9 

Jilaeus P. 308, 970 

Loxias A. 1074, 1208, 1211; Ch. 
269, 558, 900, 952, 1030, 1086, 
1039, 1059; H. 19, 35, 61, 235, 

4241, 465, 758; Pr. 669; Th. 618; 
Pr, 42 

Lyceiis (Apollo) 4. 1257, S. 686, 
Th. 145 

Lycia Ch, 846 

Lycurgus p. 420 

Lydia P. 41, 770; S. 550; Fr. 29 

Lyrna, a city in the Troad, P. 324 

Lyrnessus Fr. 149 
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Lyssa Fr, 85 
Lythimnas 2. 997 


Maceponta I. 492 

Macistns A, 289 

Maeotic lake, the sea of Azov, Pr. 
418, cp. 781 

Magnesia P. 492 

Mague P, 313 

Maia Ch. 813, Fr. 212 

Maraphis [P. 778] 

Marathon P, 475, Fr. 272 

Mardi, a Persian tribe, P. 993 

Mardon P. 51 

Mardus P. 774 

Mariandyniana P, 938 

Masistes P. 80 

Masistras P, 971 

Matallns P, 814 

Medes I. 236, 791, Fr. 272 

Medus P. 765 

Megabates P, 22, 982 

Megareus Th. 474 

Melanippus Th. 414 

Melian gulf P, 436 

Memnon p. 421 

Memphis (1) the city P. 36; S. 311; 
(2) a general under Xerxes P. 971 

Menelaiis A. 42, 617, 674 

Measaplua A, 294 

Metia, wife of Tereus, commonly 
called Procne; she killed her son 
Itys, S. 60 

Metrogathes P, 48 

Minoa Ch. 618, Fr. 50. 11 

Moera, Moerae A. 180, 1451, 1587; 
Ch. 806, 910, 911; KE. 172, 335, 
724, 961, 1046; Pr. 511, 516; Th. 
977 =991 

Molassian plains, In Epirua, Pr. 
820 

Myconos P. 884 


M privitons p- 422 
Mysia P, 52, 822, 10545 S. 649; Fr. 
67, 267 


Mystans p. 427 


Naup PAcTUB S, 262 





p. 428 
gata of Thebes, Th, 460 


Santen | 
Nemenls Fr. 148 
Nerelds Fr. 89 
Nereids p, 420 
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Nile P. 34, 311; Pr, 812, 847, 852 
&. 4, 71, 285 "308, 561, 880, 922 
1024 ; Fr. 161 

Nilotis Pr. 814 

Niobe p. 430 

Nisus Ch. 619 

Northern gate of Thebes Th. 527 

Nyx E. $22, 416, 745, 792=822, $45 
= 877, 1034; Fr. 250 


Oceanus Pr, 140, 298, 531, Fr. 105 

Odysseus A. 841 - 

Oebares P. 983 

Oedipus Th. 203, 372, 654, 677, 709, 
125, (oleae *S01, 806, 833, 886, 
978= 993, 1061 

Oedipus p. 437 

Oenops Th. 504 

Oienus Fr, 231 

Olympus (Olympians) Ch, 784; FE. 
73, 618, 664; Pr. 149; S. 161, 981, 
1014 

Onca Th. 164; Onca Pallas Th, 501 

"OrdAwy xpiots p. 438 

Oreithyia p. 474 

Orpheus A, 1629 

Ossa Fr, 271 

Ostologot p. 440 


PAEONES S, 257 

Paian the healer, a name of Apollo, 
A. 146 

Palaechthon S. 250, 348 

Palamedes Pp 441 

Palicl Fr, 3 

Pallas EF. 10, 21, 79, 224, 629, 667, 
754, 758, 772, 916, 1001, 1017; 
1045+ Po 347: Th. 130; Pallas 
Pronaia a1; Onea Pallas 7h. 
501, ep. 164 

Pamphylians S. 552 

Pan A. 56; P. 449 

Pangaeus P, 494, Fr. 12 

Paphus P. 892, Fr, 288 

Paris A. 399, 532, 712, 1156 

Parnasans Ch. 563, 952; E. 11 

Paros P. 884 

Parthenopaeua Th. 547 

Parthus P. 988 

Pegastagon P, 35 

Peitho Ch. 726; HE. 885, 970; S. 
1040; Fr. 82 

Pelagon P. 959 

Pelasgia Pr. 860; S. 253, 828, 849, 
616, 624, 634, 912, 967, 1028 
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Pelasgus S. 251, 1010 

Pelops E. 703; Pelopidae A. 1600; 
Ch. 5038 

Penelope p. 445 

Pentheus 2. 26 

Pentheus p. 443 

Perrhaebians S. 256 

Perrhaebians p. 444 

Persephassa (Persephone) Ch. 490 

Perseus Ch. 831 

Persia P. 1, ete. 

Pharandaces P, 31, 958 

Pharnuchns P. 313, 967 

Phasis Fr, 76, 106 

Pheres E. 723 

Philoctetes p. 464 

Phineus £. 50 

Phineus p. 408 

Phiegraean plain FE. 295 

Phobos 7h. 45 

Phocis 4A. 881; Ch. 564, 674, 679; 
P. 485 

Phoebe EH. 7, 8 

Phoebus £. 8, 283; P, 206; Th. 691 ; 
Fr, 189.5; Phoebus Apollo £. 744 

Phoenicians P. 410 

Phoreides, the Gorgons and Graeae, 
daughters of Phorcys, Pr. 794 

Phorcides p. 469 

rie P, 770; S. 548; Fr. 262, 
26' 

Phrygians or Hector’s Ransom p. 470 

Phthia Fr. 60 

Pindus S, 257 < 

Pista, Pistoi, name of the Persian 
Council, P. 1, ep. 528, 681 

Plataea P. 817 

Pleiads A. 826, Fr. 172 

Pleisthenes, -idae A. 1569, 1602 

Pleistus E. 27 

Pluton, a mythical river, Pr. 806 

Polynices Th. 577, 641, 658, 1019, 
1073 

Polyphontes Th, 448 

Poseidon EF. 27; P. 750; Pr. 925; 
Th. 131, 309 

Pothos S. 1039 

Potniae Fr. 88 

Priam A. 40, 127, 267, 710, 935, 
1336; sons of Priam A. 537, 747; 
Ch. 935 

Proetid gate of Thebes Th. 377 

Proetus Th. 395 

Prometheus 66, etc,, Fr. 104, 128 ; 





the name etymologized, Pr. 85; 
Avéuevos p. 4462 Tupxacis p. 
453, Ilvpdépos p. 454 

Propontis P. 876 

Proteus p. 455 

Psammis P, 960 

Psychagogoi p. 478 

Pylades Ch, 20, 562, 899 

Pytho, Pythian A, 509; Pr. 658; 
Th. 747 


RueaDamantuys Fr, 50, 12 
Rhea, gulf of, Pr. 837 
Rheginum Fr. 230 

Rhodes P. 891 

Rhypae (or -es) Fr. 231 


SaLamis (1) the island P, 273, 284, 
447, 965; (2) a city in Cyprus P. 
893; The Women of Salamis p, 456 

Salmydessus, a district in Thrace, 
on the Euxine, north-west from 
the entrance of the Bosporus, 
PT oom 

Samos P, 883 

Sardis, the ancient capital of Lydia, 
at the foot of Mt. Tmolus, P. 45, 
$21 

Saronic gulf A, 306 

Sarpedon, a Lycian prince, slain 
by Patroclus, S. 869, Fr. 50. 16. 

Scamander A, 511, 1157; Ch. 366; 
E. 398 

Scylla A. 1233 

Scythia Ch. 161; E. 703; Pr. 2, 
ALT MOO see LL 

Seisames P, 322 

Sesames P. 982 

Seualces P, 969 

Sicily Pr. 871 

Sidon S, 122=133 

Sileniae, a part of the coast of 
Salamis, P. 803 

Simois 4. 696 

Sisyphus Fr. 90 

Sisyphus p. 457 

Soli, a city in Cyprus, P. 893 

Sosthanes P. 32 

Spercheus P. 487, Fr. 136 

Sphinx Th. 541, Fr. 129 

Sphina p. 460 

Strophius 4. 881; Ch. 679 

Strymon A, 192 ; P. 497, 867; S. 255 

Susa P, 16, 119, 535, 557, 644, 730, 
761 
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Susas P, 939 

Susiseanes P. 34, 960 

Syenneais P, 826 

Syria A. 1312; P.84; S.5; Fr. 268 


TANTALIDAE A. 1469 

Tartarus £.72; Pr. 154, 221, 1029, 
1051 

Telephus p. 461 

Tenagon P. 306 

Tenos P, 885 *~ 

Tereus S, 60 

Tethys Pr. 187; Th. 311 

Teucer Fr, 263 

Teucrian A, 112 

Teuthras, an ancientking of Mysia, 
S. 549 

* Thalamopoioi p. 406 

Thanatos Fr. 82 

Tharybis, P. 51, 323, 071 

Thebes, in Egypt, P. 38 

Themis &. 2; Pr. 18, 211, 874; S. 
360 

Themiacyra, a city .in Pontus at 
which cee geen flows into 
the Euxing, Pr, 724 

Theolnos #7. 210 

Theoroi or Isthmiastai p. 406 

Bhermodon Ig. 725 

Theseus £. 402, 686, 1026 

Thesprotia Pr. 831 

Thessaly P, 489 

Thestlus, father of Althaea, mother 
of Meleager, Ch. 605 

Thrace A. 654, 1418; P. 509, 566, 
870; The Women of Thrace p. 407 

Thyestes A. 1242, 1584, 1588; (Ch. 
1060] 

Thylad, a female follower of 
Dionysus, Th. 498, 836 

Tiryus Fr, 244 

Titan £. 6; Pr. 207, 427, 87+; Fr. 
107.1 

Tmolua P. 49 

Tolmus P. 998 

Toxotides p, 463 

Triton Kk. 203 

Troy A. 9, 67, 182, 816, 320, 334, 
357, 525, 629, 577, 591, 788, 14575 
Ch, 808, 363; HE. 457; Fr. 50. 19, 
153 

Tydeus Th. 877, 380, 407, 571 

Tyndareus A, 83 


| Typho, Typhos Pr. 356, 372; S. 


660; Th, 493, 511, 517 
Tyrian P. 963 
Tyrrhene E. 567, Fr. 268 


Uranvs Pr, 207; Fr. 107, 2 


XANTRIAE Pp. 435 
Xerxes P. 144, 299, 356, 550, 551, 
ete. . 


ZAGREUS Fr. 124 - 

Zeus, often in all the plays, except 
Pers, (532, 740, 762, 627, 915); 
son of Cronus Pr. 578; son of 
Earth S. 892=901; the father 


ProW, 40, 53, 947, 969, 984, 1 
S. 189, 592, Th. 1 512, F 
father of the-Olympiai , 
E, 618; father,of Dike "Ch. 949, 
Th. 662, cpr Al ; father of 
Themis S, 3605 the averter Th. 
8; the apportionér S. 360; the 
awarder Th, 485; the. fulfiller, 
accomplisher 4, 973, 1486, £. 28, 
$. 624, Th, 116, ep. Fr. 211; the 
purifier Z. 718 (cp. 441), Fr. 182; 
the Saviour S. 26, Th. 520, Fr. 
26.4; the third Ch. 244, S. 26: 
protector of host and gnest 4, 
61, 362, 703, 748, S, 627; protector 
of household wealth S. 445; pro- 
teetor of suppliants EF. 92, S. 1, 
192, 347, 885, 478, 616, 653; a 
deity of nature Pr, 360, 374, 667, 
*S. 780, Fr. 84; fosters the life of 
animals and fruit S, 689; har- 
mony of Pr, 551; inspirer of 
eloquence LH. 973, of prophecy F. 
17; king A. 855, P. 532, 7625 
libations to Fr. 263; his might 
A, 1485, Ch. 245, E, 28, 918, 1045, 
S. 816, 1052, Th. 822, Fr. 34; 
Nether Zeus S, 158, 231, ep. Ch. 
382; and Ilera E. 214, S, 1085, 
Fr, 26, 211; and Iermes Fr. 2125 
and Europe Fr. 50; and Ixion E. 
441, 718; and the Moerae F. 1045, 
and the Moerae and the Erinyes 
Pr. 516; and the Pallci Fr, 3; 
the recording book of Fr. 251; 
worshipped on the Cenean pro- 
montory Fr, 17, on Mt. Ida Fr. 
83; chief celebration of S. 524, 
592, Fr, 34. 
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